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Funeral Mass for Father Lawrence 
James Reichert, 73, who died Saturday, 
June 30 while in palliative care at Mount 
Carmel-St. Ann’s Hospital, was held Friday, 
July 6 at Johnstown Church of the Ascen-
sion. Burial was at St. Joseph Cemetery. 

He was born on November 30, 1944 
to Charles and Margaret (Dempsey) Re-
ichert in Columbus and was baptized 
on December 31, 1944 at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, where he attended 
elementary school. He also attended the 
now-closed Holy Family High School and 
graduated from Bishop Ready High School 
in 1962. 

Father Re-
ichert began 
his seminary 
formation and 
college stud-
ies for the 
priesthood at 
the former 
St. Charles 
B o r r o m e o 
Seminary in 
C o l u m b u s , 
g r a d u a t i n g 
with a Bache-
lor of Arts de-
gree, and his 
theological studies took place at Mount 
St. Mary of the West Seminary in Cincin-
nati, where he graduated with a Master of 
Divinity degree. He was ordained a priest 
for the Diocese of Columbus by Bishop 
Clarence E. Elwell on May 29, 1971.

He was associate pastor at Columbus 
St. Agatha Church, Columbus St. Catha-
rine Church and Zanesville St. Nicholas 
Church, then served as pastor at Colum-
bus Holy Name Church, Groveport St. 
Mary Church and Johnstown Church of 
the Ascension. He also was a teacher at 
Columbus Bishop Watterson High School, 
Columbus Bishop Hartley High School 
and Zanesville Bishop Rosecrans High 
School. He retired in 2017.

Father Lawrence James 
Reichert passed away 

on June 30, 2018

Front Page photo:

Vacation Bible 
School
Westerville St. Paul the 
Apostle Church is one of 
many diocesan parishes 
with summer VBS 
programs for youth. Photo 
courtesy of St. Paul the 
Apostle Church

At the memorial Mass for St. Thom-
as the Apostle celebrated each year on 
July 3, the “doubting Thomas” gospel 
that comes from St. John 20:24-29 
resonates with so many Catholics.

No matter how much a person 
professes faith in God, we often turn 
to Him in difficult moments asking, 
“Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.”

It’s not necessarily a lack of belief 
in the saving and healing power of 
the Lord, but rather the weakness that 
comes with being a mere human being.

There’s a richness to this gospel 
passage that provides so much hope. 
Particularly striking is when “Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have you come to be-
lieve because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed.’”

Jesus allowed Thomas to put his 
finger in the nail marks and his hand 
into his side, and said to him, “do 
not be unbelieving, but believe.” 
That’s incredibly powerful imagery.

Thomas represents every man, 
woman and child who has come af-
ter him and is a believer without be-
ing able to touch Jesus in the same 
way that Thomas did. And yet every 
Catholic actually is able to touch 
the same Christ who makes himself 

truly present body, blood, soul and 
divinity through receiving him in 
the Holy Eucharist at Mass. It’s the 
most precious gift a person can be 
given on earth.

When Thomas received the phys-
ical proof of Jesus’ resurrection, he 
exclaimed, ‘My Lord and my God.” 
Many older Catholics learned to si-
lently repeat those same words three 
times when the priest elevates the 
body and then the blood during the 
consecration at Mass. It’s a sign of 
reverence that seems to have been 
lost and is in need of a revival. May-
be unbelievers and the faith of those 
who say they are “bored” at Mass 
would be transformed with the rev-
elation that Christ becomes truly 
present before their very eyes.

So like the other disciples who 
told Thomas, “We have seen the 
Lord,” anyone who goes to Mass or 
enters a Catholic Church where the 
Blessed Sacrament is present can 
say the same thing. Even during the 
summer months, the Lord is waiting 
for everyone.

Not everyone has the luxury of go-
ing on vacation this time of year, but 
if you’re blessed to be able to do so, 
remember that there is almost always 

a Catholic 
Church nearby. 
Go online and 
check out Mass 
and adoration times for churches in 
the vicinity and plan accordingly.

Rest and relaxation is a good 
thing, but not at the expense of for-
getting about the obligation to set 
aside time for God.

The children and young adults pro-
filed in the Vacation Bible School 
story on Pages 10-12 in this week’s 
Catholic Times took time out during 
the summer to grow closer to the 
Lord. These kids, parents and vol-
unteers chose to experience God in 
a particular way for a week through 
prayer, songs, games, skits, activi-
ties, ministries, confession and Mass.     

For the “older” generation, va-
cations and stay-cations also pro-
vide an opportunity to catch up on 
spiritual reading. There are a multi-
tude of excellent books to explore. 
George Weigel offers some sugges-
tions in his column on Page 15.

Whatever you do and wherever 
you go this summer, remember the 
words that Jesus told his disciples in 
John’s Gospel when he appeared to 
them: “Peace be with you.” 
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Catholic R.N.s — become a Parish Nurse.
Link spirituality with your nursing profession and  

learn how to use those skills in your church.

 August 20 — October 19, 2018

 Weekly online course work with 3 in-person classes

 In-person classes: Fridays, September 7, October 5, and October 19 at  
Mount Carmel College of Nursing.

 38 contact hours

 $295; reduced rate of $250 for Mount Carmel colleagues, alumni, and 
congregational partners.

 Enroll by August 10, 2018

 For more information contact Kate Whitman, Mount Carmel Church 
Partnerships, kwhitman@mchs.com or 614-546-4062

Mount Carmel College of Nursing is an approved provider of continuing 
nursing education by the Ohio Nurses Association, an accredited 
approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation. (OBN-001-91) (OH-268, 11/1/2018). Course expires 10/2018.

Funeral Mass for Father James Albert 
Ogurchock, 85, who died Saturday, July 
7 at the Villas at St. Therese in Colum-
bus, was celebrated on Thursday, July 
12 at Gahanna St. Matthew the Apostle 
Church. Burial was at St. Joseph Cem-
etery.

He was born on Octo-
ber 2, 1932 in Akron to 
James and Anna (Ziegler) 
Ogurchock and was bap-
tized on October 16, 1932 
at Akron Immaculate Con-
ception Church. He gradu-
ated from Akron St. Mary 
High School and then be-
gan his formation for the 
priesthood at the former 
St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary in Columbus, 
originally for the Glenmary 
Home Missioners but later 
for service in the Diocese of Columbus. 
He continued his theological studies at 
Mount St. Mary of the West Seminary in 
Cincinnati, graduating with a Master of 
Divinity degree. He was ordained to the 
priesthood on May 31, 1958 by Bishop 
Clarence G. Issenmann at Columbus St. 
Joseph Cathedral. 

He served as associate pastor at 
Zanesville St. Nicholas Church, Co-
lumbus St. Leo Church, Marysville Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church, Columbus 
Holy Spirit Church and Columbus St. 
Mary Magdalene Church. He also was a 

teacher at Columbus Bish-
op Hartley High School 
and Columbus Bishop 
Ready High School, prin-
cipal at Zanesville Bishop 
Rosecrans High School, 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Catholic schools for the 
diocese, the Diocesan Vic-
ar for Religious, and hospi-
tal chaplain at Mount Car-
mel East from 1981 until 
his retirement in 2008. 
After his retirement, he as-
sisted at Gahanna St. Mat-
thew the Apostle Church 

and Columbus St. Catharine Church.
He was preceded in death by his par-

ents; his brother, Father John J. Ogur-
chock, M.M., a missionary for 51 years 
who died in 2013; and sisters, Sister 
Mary Catherine, CSJ, and Sister Mary 
Joanna, CSJ.

Father James Albert Ogurchock 
passed away on July 7, 2018

The Martin de Porres Center’s 
sixth annual The Visible Invisible 
Tea fundraiser will feature a presen-
tation from the Star House and its art 
program Visible Invisible from 2 to 4 
p.m. Sunday, August 5.

Star House is a drop-in center for 
youth experiencing homelessness in 
Columbus. Art from the program will 
be on display in the special exhibit 
“Identity” and there will be perfor-
mances by young artists.

Special guests will also discuss the 
problem of youth homelessness in 
Columbus. 

Donations such as earbuds, canvas-
es, paintbrushes, notebooks, or gift 
cards will be accepted for the Visible 
Invisible program. 

A $35 pre-paid registration fee is 
required by July 27. More details are 
available online at https://martin-
deporrescenter.net/programs/ or by 
contacting 614-416-1910 or martin-
deporres@oppeace.org. 

The Martin de Porres Center, locat-
ed at 2330 Airport Dr. in Columbus, 
is an outreach ministry of the Domin-
ican Sisters of Peace.

Martin de Porres Center 
to host Visible Invisible Tea

access previous issues of the catholic times at 
www.columbuscatholic.org/catholic-times-archive
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john n. schilling inc.
•	 Air conditioning
•	 heating
•	 Roofing
•	 sheet Metal Work

Since 1894

1488 Bliss st. • 614.252.4915
www.johnnschillinginc.com

Kiddie Academy® of Westerville
614-568-4450

kiddieacademy.com/westerville

senior health care by angels
•	 Our	caring	home	companions	help	

seniors	live	at	home
•	 Hygiene	assistance
•	 Meals,	Housework
•	 Up	to	24	hour	care
•	 Top	references
•	 Affordable	rates

visiting angels 614-538-1234
614-392-2820

GEORGE J. IGEL & CO., INC.
2040 ALUM CREEK DRIVE . COLUMBUS, OHIO 

614.445.8421 . www.igelco.com 

SITE DEVELOPMENT. EARTHWORK. UTILITIES. 
CONCRETE. STABILIZATION. EARTH RETENTION. 

ROLLER COMPACTED CONCRETE.

sheridan
F u n e r a l  H o m e

740-653-4633
222 S. ColumBuS STreeT
lanCaSTer, oHIo 43130

www.sheridanfuneralhome.net

Discover the Catholic Difference
Rely on the Knights of Columbus to protect your family’s future.

James B. Valent 
general agent

james.valent@kofc.org
740-280-0280

life insurance  •  disability insurance
long-term care  •  retirement annuities

landscaping
oakland nursery
voted best in the u.s.

now is the best time to 
plan and design your 

landscape, patios, pools, 
walk-ways, retaining walls, 

and sprinkler systems.

614-268-3834

Nine rising seniors from the Tuscar-
awas Central Catholic High School 
attended the 2018 Buckeye Boys and 
Girls State in June.

Anthony Fredericks, Ciro Ciraci, 
Max DeMattio, Reece Blanchard, 
Austin Fantin, Braden Culler, Alex 
Selenski and John Clore participated 

in Boys State at 
Miami University 
in Oxford along 
with 1,200 others 
from high schools 
around the state. 
They were spon-
sored by American 
Legion Post 139 
of New Philadel-
phia and the East 
Sparta Post 244.

Regan Triplett 

participated in the Girls State at the 
University of Mount Union in Al-
liance. She was sponsored by the 
American Legion Post 139 of New 
Philadelphia.

The nine students represented 24 in 
the Tuscarawas Central Catholic se-
nior class of 2019 and a student body 
of 150 in grades seven through 12. 
Each of the nine is involved in multi-
ple school and church activities.

Participants in the Buckeye Boys 
and Girls State programs learn about 
city, county and state government 
and how they relate to one another as 
part of the democratic process. The 
program’s stated mission is to expose 
young men to rights and privileges, 
duties and responsibilities, and love 
for God and country necessary to be-
come self-governing citizens.

Tuscarawas Central Catholic rising seniors who participated in American Legion 
Buckeye Boys State were (left to right) Anthony Fredericks, Ciro Ciraci, Max DeMat-
tio, Reece Blanchard, Austin Fantin, Braden Culler, Alex Selenski and John Clore. 

Regan Triplett

Tuscarawas Central Catholic students 
go to Buckeye Boys, Girls State

NEW Northwest
4661 Kenny Rd.

614.451.5900

Central
403 E. Broad St.

614.221.6665

Our Family Serving Yours... 

Our family of Funeral Directors
has expanded to include

Bob Ryan’s son, Kevin.
Kevin’s great-great-grandfather

Patrick Egan established
the company in 1859. 

Our commitment to
Central Ohio families
has never changed. 

Personal, dignified, quality services at a reasonable cost

L-R Funeral Directors, Kevin, Andy & Bob Ryan
with spouses, Gini, Khristy & Mary Ginn Ryan

Now for 5 Generations,
Over 150 Years

www.columbuscatholic.org
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The Alpha Consortium will present 
a regional conference, Alpha: Learn-
Grow-Share-Lead, on Saturday, Au-
gust 11, at Sunbury St. John Neumann 
Church that features three speakers 
and 20 breakout sessions.

Peter Herbeck, vice president and di-
rector of missions for Renewal Minis-
tries, will be one of the speakers. He 
will be joined by Father Larry Rich-
ards, a pastor at St. Joseph Church in 
Erie, Pennsylvania and the founder 

and president of The Reason for Our 
Hope Foundation, a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to spreading the 
gospel by telling people about Jesus 
Christ.

Also speaking will be Joshua Dan-
is, the national director of Alpha in 
a Catholic context. He leads evange-
lization efforts in parishes across the 
country. His focus will be the message 
of St. Francis to reach out and build 
relationships in caring for others.

Alpha is a program adopted by a 
number of parishes in the Diocese of 
Columbus and in more than 60 coun-
tries. It involves a series of interactive 
sessions that freely explore the basics 
of the Christian faith.

Participants are called guests and 
assigned to tables with trained hosts 
and helpers. Each table consists of 
approximately 8-12 individuals. Ses-
sions begin with an informal gather-
ing to share a meal or food, which is 
followed by video and a group discus-
sion.

The course consists of 10 sessions. 
Topics include: Who is Jesus? Why 
did Jesus die? How and Why do I 
pray? Why and How do I read the 
Bible? There is an additional retreat 
or day at a location where there are 
videos and discussions about the Holy 
Spirit and an opportunity for praying 
with others.

Alpha began in the diocese in 2015 
at St. John Neumann, Grove City Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church and 
Powell St. Joan of Arc Church and 
expanded to Columbus St. Catharine 
Church, Delaware St. Mary Church 
and New Albany Church of the Res-
urrection.

The Alpha Consortium formed in 
2016 and currently has 13 Alpha lead-
ers from nine parishes who provide 
trainings, materials, coaching, support 

and prayers for people from numerous 
parishes in the diocese. 

More than 4,500 people have been 
involved during the past four years. 
Other diocesan parishes that have of-
fered Alpha or are planning to do so 
include Columbus Immaculate Con-
ception, Newark Blessed Sacrament, 
Columbus Our Lady of Peace, Co-
lumbus Our Lady of Victory, Colum-
bus St. Cecilia, West Jefferson Sts. Si-
mon and Jude, Columbus St. Timothy, 
Newark St. Francis de Sales, Marion 
St. Mary, Columbus St. Francis of As-
sisi, Plain City St. Joseph, Portsmouth 
Holy Redeemer, Columbus Santa 
Cruz, Portsmouth St. Mary of the An-
nunciation, Marysville Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Reynoldsburg St. Pius X, 
Hilliard St. Brendan, Columbus St. 
Thomas More, London St. Patrick, 
Dover St. Joseph, Lancaster St. Mary 
of the Assumption, Mount Vernon St. 
Vincent de Paul, Danville St. Luke, 
Pickerington St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
Lancaster St. Mark, Columbus Bishop 
Hartley High School, Westerville St. 
Paul the Apostle and Columbus Christ 
the King.

To learn more about the Alpha Con-
sortium and the regional conference 
or to register, visit  www.alphacolum-
bus.org. Registration is online only. 
No registrations will be accepted at 
the door.

Herbeck, Father Richards to speak at Alpha conference

Informal gatherings around a table are part of the Alpha faith-sharing experience.

Play Like A Champion Today train-
ing sessions for new coaches in the 
Diocesan Recreation Association pro-
gram will be held starting in July for 
the upcoming school year.

The first session is scheduled for 
11 a.m. Saturday, July 21 at Colum-
bus St. Andrew Church, 1899 McCoy 
Road. Additional class times will be 
noon Saturday, July 28 and Satur-
day, August 18 at Columbus St. Mary 
Magdalene Church, 473 S. Roys Ave. 
Each sessions lasts approximately 
three hours. Registration is available 
at the DRA website.

The DRA began implementing the 
Play Like A Champion Today Edu-
cational Series in 2014 for all fourth 
grade parents. This year, at least one 
parent of all athletes must take the 

training before their child participates 
in a DRA program.

The coaching-as-ministry programs 
are designed as faith based, particu-
larly those run by Catholic diocese, 
parishes and schools. Play Like A 
Champion moves beyond the X’s and 
O’s of coaching to address the core 
elements of effective coaching: moti-
vation, team building and leadership.

More than 2,000 coaches have par-
ticipated in a Play Like A Champion 
Today training session. Thirty-five 
parish volunteers are trained to help 
implement the program.

The DRA is a program formed by 
the values of the Catholic Church. 
The important lessons of commit-
ment, sacrifice and making good 
choices are part of the experience. 

The DRA strives to make sports fun 
for all players; create a welcoming 
and inclusive team environment; pro-
mote an athlete’s physical, social and 
moral development; and help children 
build lasting and strong relationships.    

Sports are rooted in the most import-
ant gathering of the Catholic commu-
nity — the Mass — and to ensure that 
young people are blessed in their ex-
periences of athletics. The goal is to 
set a precedent in today’s youth sports 
culture that it’s necessary to set aside 
time for God and family.

The DRA has been able to greatly 
reduce the number of Sunday DRA 
games to allow for family time, un-
interrupted by scheduled sports. But 
there are other sports offered in par-
ishes and local communities that do 

not fall under the umbrella of the 
DRA.  

DRA member parishes will hold a 
“Kick-Off” Mass before the start of 
the season to recognize the summer 
and fall athletes and coaches. Young 
athletes, coaches and families are en-
couraged to attend together.  

The DRA provided soccer, cross 
country, football, volleyball, bas-
ketball, track, baseball and softball 
to more than 7,200 students during 
2017-2018. Cross country was added 
in the fall and over 170 students par-
ticipated.

For more information on programs 
and DRA forms, visit www.colum-
buscatholic.org/recreation or call 614-
241-2580.  

Diocesan Recreation Association prepares for new school year
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Q How do we change those Catho-
lic Church leaders who have po-
litical bias and anger toward our 

president?
Mr. Trump needed our prayers and 

support for his dialogue with North 
Korean President Kim Jong Un. But 
neither at the Sunday Mass I attended 
nor in our diocesan paper was there 
any mention of praying for the suc-
cess of this important effort to denu-
clearize Korea and to bring peace to 
the region.

I thought we believed that “bless-
ed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God.” (Central 
Ohio)

AIt surprises me that at the Mass 
you attended on Sunday, June 
10, no mention would have been 

made in the prayer of the faithful 
about the critical summit scheduled 
two days later in Singapore.

In the Masses at our own parish that 
weekend, one of the petitions was, 
“For the upcoming meeting between 
President Trump and Kim Jong Un, 
that it may help to bring peace and 
stability to the Korean Peninsula.” 
I think that most Catholic parishes 
probably did something similar.

Pope Francis, in his Angelus ad-
dress that same Sunday to the pil-
grims gathered in St. Peter’s Square, 
asked the crowd to pray the Hail Mary 
in order that the talks in Singapore 
might “contribute to the development 
of a positive path that assures a future 
of peace for the Korean Peninsula and 
the whole world.”

Earlier, on April 29, the pontiff told 
pilgrims that Kim Jong Un and South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in had 
made a “courageous commitment” to 
ongoing dialogue in order to achieve 
“a Korean Peninsula free of nuclear 

weapons,” and Pope Francis urged 
Catholics to pray the rosary for peace 
during the month of May.

I feel certain that most diocesan 
newspapers covered one or both of 
those papal pleas.

QWe are a Catholic family and 
have sent all of our children to 
Catholic schools. Our daugh-

ter, who is now in high school, has a 
friend in her class who lives with two 
women, one of whom is her adoptive 
mother. The women are in a homosex-
ual partnership.

Recently that family was going to 
the beach on an overnight trip, and my 
daughter was invited to go with them. 
My husband and I refused (and said 
that she was busy that weekend). We 
do let our daughter go on play dates 
with this friend and hang out with her, 
but we draw the line on sleepovers 
with this family.

We were truthful with our daughter 
and told her that we don’t want her 
to start seeing that family’s way of 
life as natural and proper. While we 
are tolerant of other people’s sexu-
al orientation, we do not approve of 
gay marriage. Was it wrong for us to 
refuse to let her go with them? (Roa-
noke, Virginia)

ANo, what you did was not wrong. 
On the contrary, I think you han-
dled the situation pretty well. 

I would agree that it’s OK for your 
daughter to “hang out” with that friend; 
in fact, it’s probably healthy and help-
ful for the girl to see that a heterosexual 
union like your own is the norm.

But I, too, would draw the line at an 
overnight. You were right to explain 
honestly to your daughter the reason 
for your disapproval; now a purist, I 
suppose, would say that you should 
have been just as frank in speaking 

with the gay couple, but I know how 
awkward that might have been.

Had you wanted to do so, you might 
have found helpful the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church (Nos. 2357-59), 
which offers a Scriptural basis for dis-
approving of homosexual activity.

QI would like to donate my re-
mains to medical science. Does 
the Catholic Church approve or 

disapprove of this action? (Chesa-
peake, Virginia)

AThe Catholic Church not only al-
lows this but encourages it. Your 
donation could enable doctors, 

nurses and medical researchers to un-
derstand the human body better and 
save lives in the future. 

The U.S. Catholic bishops in their 
policy document Ethical and Reli-
gious Directives for Catholic Health 
Care Services state that Catholic 
health care facilities should provide 
the means for those who wish to do-
nate organs and bodily tissue both 
for transplant and for research (No. 
63). Likewise, St. John Paul II in his 
1995 encyclical “The Gospel of Life” 
called organ donation an act of “ev-
eryday heroism” that nurtures a genu-
ine culture of life (No. 86).

A couple of cautions are in place, 
though. First, a Catholic funeral Mass 
may and should still be held, even 
without the presence of the body (i.e., 
a memorial Mass), to entrust the de-
ceased person to the Lord and to allow 
the family to mourn and pray together. 

Next, following the medical re-
search, any bodily remains should 
be entombed or buried in consecrat-
ed ground. And finally, it is wise for 
someone intending to donate his or 
her body to communicate that desire 
to family members well in advance to 
avoid surprise or family friction at the 
time of death.

Questions may be sent to Father Ken-
neth Doyle at askfatherdoyle@gmail.
com and 30 Columbia Circle Dr., Al-
bany, New York 12203.

www.columbuscatholic.org

Prayers for Trump-Kim / Contact with gay couple

Question & Answer
Father Kenneth Doyle
Catholic News Service

PDHC Walk for Life 
Pregnancy Decision Health Centers 

(PDHC) will host a Walk for Life in 
Lancaster on Saturday, July 14 and 
in Columbus on Saturday, July 21 to 
raise funds 
to help preg-
nant women 
with preg-
nancy tests, 
ultrasounds 
and parenting classes. 

Check-in for both events starts at 
9 a.m., with the walk to follow at 10 
a.m. The Walk for Life in Lancaster 
begins at the downtown bandstand 
and in Columbus at Scioto Audubon 
Metro Park, 400 W. Whittier St.

Registration is free, and participants can 
use PDHC’s online tools to raise funds. 
For every $300 raised, walkers provide 
comprehensive care for one woman. 

“We are excited to bring the commu-
nity together to walk for life and to sup-
port women and families,” PDHC pres-
ident Julie Moore said. “No one should 
be alone during a pregnancy. We want 
women to know that their community 
and PDHC is here to help. Together we 
will save and change lives.”

Thousands of women come to 
PDHC each year for free and confiden-
tial services. Of the women that used 
PDHC’s services last year, 71 percent 
reported incomes of less than $15,000 
per year. PDHC supports women and 
families by providing individualized 
consultations that include healthy 
pregnancy and reproductive educa-
tion as well as additional help from 
other community resources.

PDHC extends help beyond preg-
nancy to support parents after their 
babies are born and to reduce infant 
mortality. New and expecting moms 
and dads attend parenting classes on 
child development, safe sleep practic-
es and managing stress and finances. 

PDHC is a non-profit 501c3 that 
empowers women and families to 
make healthy life choices, including 
parenting or adoption during an un-
expected pregnancy. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit SupportP-
DHC.org/walk-for-life.
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Ohio Dominican University is offer-
ing its first Summer Scholars Program 
for high school students graduating in 
2019, 2020 or 2021 from July 23 to 27. 

The five-day program consists of 
four daily classes, which includes 
classroom discussions, out-of-class-
room labs, and numerous hands-on 
activities.

ODU faculty will teach the follow-
ing courses during the camp: Every-
day Logic, Exploring Slow Fashion 
and Fiber Arts, Introduction to Game 
Programming, Ohio’s Environment – 
Hands on, Poetry Writing Workshop, 
Psychological Detectives, and Col-
lege Ready.

“This camp gives high school stu-
dents an outstanding opportunity to 
experience the rigorous academic at-
mosphere on a university campus,” 

said Manuel Martinez, Ph.D., dean 
of undergraduate studies and associ-
ate professor of languages at ODU. 
“The wide range of courses available 
during the week gives students the 
flexibility to choose topics that inter-
est and fascinate them.”

The cost is $150 per student for the 
camp, which will take place on ODU’s 
campus at 1216 Sunbury Road in Co-
lumbus. Attendees will not receive 
college credit.

Registration is limited to the first 48 
respondents. To register, please visit 
ohiodominican.edu/SummerScholars. 

For more information on the Sum-
mer Scholars Program, visit ohiodo-
minican.edu/SummerScholars, email 
admissions@ohiodominican.edu, or 
call 614-251-4500.

Ohio Dominican hosts 
Summer Scholars Program in July
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Ohio Dominican University was na-
tionally recognized among the Col-
leges of Distinction for the second 
consecutive year.

Colleges of Distinction is a national 
guidebook that honors colleges and 
universities for their excellence in 
undergraduate-focused higher educa-
tion. Institutions are identified based 
on student experiences that take into 
account student satisfaction, alumni 
success, first-year student experience, 
retention efforts and  a student-cen-
tered approach to teaching. 

“Colleges of Distinction is far more 

than a ranking list of colleges and 
universities,” said Tyson Schritter, 
chief operating officer for Colleges of 
Distinction. “We seek out the schools 
that are wholly focused on the student 
experience and constantly working to 
produce graduates who are prepared 
for a rapidly changing global society. 
Ohio Dominican University stands 
out in the way it strives to help its stu-
dents to learn, grow and succeed.” 

ODU’s online profile for Colleges of 
Distinction can be found at college-
sofdistinction.com. An annual guide-
book will be released in the fall.

ODU receives national recognition 
as a College of Distinction winner

For love of the Christ Child
Over the many years I have been writing col-

umns for The Catholic Times, I have promot-
ed and sung the praises of the Women’s Care 
Center of Columbus. As you know, they love, 
serve, and save moms and babies each day. 
Our counselors and nurses are saints. While I 

have mentioned our Crib Club from time to time, where moms can 
earn diapers, baby clothing, cribs, books, and car seats, I just have not 
recognized the wonderful women who staff and operate the Crib 
Club for us: the women of the Christ Child Society. Without them, 
our moms and babies would be loved and served a little less. I want 
to tell you more about these humble women who give so much in 
time, talent, and financial support, for the love of the Christ Child. 
Their purpose is a volunteer organization dedicated to serving the 
needs of children and youth regardless of race or creed, through 
the personal service of their members. Their mission is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to service to children in need, for love of the 
Christ Child.
We are very privileged to have the Christ Child Society of Colum-

bus as a partner in serving newborns and their moms. They are a 
national organization founded in 1887. Since then, their volunteers 
are driven by faith, love, and a desire to make a difference. By part-
nering with existing agencies, they are able to fulfill the mission of 
service to children in need, for love of the Christ Child. The Co-
lumbus chapter began in 1981. Current service projects include 
providing layettes, which include basic baby items, for moms and 
babies in need. They provide an accredited pre-school and day care 
at St. Stephen’s Community House in the Linden area. They tutor 
students at All Saints Academy and St. James the Less schools.  They 
assist Rachel Muha at Run the Race Club by providing home-cooked 
meals two times a week for 60 students. Members also donate to 
a scholarship fund that provides academic scholarships to Catholic 
high schools for students who could not otherwise afford to at-
tend Catholic schools. The Christ Child Society has about 130 ac-
tive members who contribute more than 8,400 volunteer hours per 
year. The affiliation with Women’s Care Center began in 2008. They 
provide cribs and mattresses, as well as baby basics, such as diapers, 
wipes, sleepers, outfits, socks, bottles, and towels. All the items are 
new, and have been purchased with funds donated by members or 
groups in the community. Women who come to the center take par-
enting and baby care classes where they earn coupons to use at the 
store. There are currently 30 volunteers, providing 800 volunteer 
hours in the Crib Club each year. They also buy the merchandise, 
price the items in coupons, coordinate the volunteer schedule, and 
staff the store during open hours. In 2017, there were 850 visits to 
the Crib Club by 245 women, and they used their earned coupons 
to purchase 3,331 items. Their work in the Crib Club is a very re-
warding experience, as the moms choose brand new, adorable items 
for their babies. And it is a great sight when the moms return, to 
show the volunteers the babies in their new outfits provided by the 
Christ Child Society.  
We are so very blessed to have the wonderful ladies of the Christ 

Child Society as partners in the pursuit of loving, serving, and saving 
moms and babies. They are selfless champions of life and children in 
need, and we thank them. If you would like to learn more, and might 
consider joining this blessed group, go to www.christchildsociety.
org. Thank you, ladies, for all that you do for the love of the Christ 
Child.

THE EVERYDAY CATHOLIC   
By Rick Jeric
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When I’m on the back of a horse, 
the world changes for me. Not only do 
I realize, with a sort of dazed wonder, 
that I’m doing one of the things I used 
to love more than anything else, but 
I also see the world through different 
eyes. When I’m riding a horse, my 
body is different -- for one thing, I’m 
not used to it anymore, and my legs 
scream in agony for at least three days 
after a ride. I have to pay attention to 
the world around me and I have to pay 
attention to the horse beneath me. The 
horses I ride are old hands at novice 
riders, and there’s nothing to fear. Yet 
even though I know that, I don’t ever 
forget that I’m on the back of a horse.

It makes me think of how I go 
through my life, so often. I cruise 
along, doing what I think is best, 
maybe asking for help here and there, 
thanking God every so often, involv-
ing Him when it suits me. Do I realize 
the immensity of what it means to be 
going through life as a Christian? Do I 
live my faith? Do I look down and see 
the Hands that are guiding me?

Reading about Saint Monica’s devo-
tion for her wayward son, Augustine, 
reminds me of this need to pay atten-
tion. Monica was a devout Christian, 
but her son wasn’t. In fact, he was 
about as obstinate as it was possible to 

get. He didn’t want a thing to do with 
Christianity, and he could tell you why.

And yet Monica kept praying. Her 
prayer was so noteworthy that Mary 
appeared to her as Our Lady of Con-
solation. She was wearing mourning 
clothes with a belt around her waist, 
which she took off and gave to Moni-
ca, instructing her to wear it and spread 
this new devotional practice. Mary 
said she would protect anyone who 
wore the belt in her honor. Monica 
gave the belt, also called a cincture, to 
her son Augustine, and years later, he 
not only became Christian but became 
a renowned bishop, saint, and doctor.

When I hear Mary referred to as 
Our Lady of Consolation, I don’t im-
mediately think of Monica’s tears and 
desperate pleas for help with her son’s 
salvation. Sometimes I think of the 
little pains and tribulations in my life, 
like not getting to the horse farm as 
much as I’d like.

There’s therapy in that time spent 

among the horses, in the open air, un-
plugged from the technology that tries 
to run my life. I notice how much joy 
my family takes in the peacocks and 
the swings, and I treasure how we 
laugh and photograph and dawdle. 
Time stops at the horse farm, even as 
it flies by all around us.

When I’ve communed with God 
among the horses, I often realize how 
much I need Mass, how much I need 
that time with God. Though I may be 
distracted or interrupted or preoccu-
pied, with kids crawling on my lap 
and sifting through my purse, people 
behind me or in front of me catching 
my attention; though I may be imper-
fect as I kneel there, I can see myself 
at the hitching post, waiting as the 
horses do, for my Herdsman to lead 
me to the still waters. Mary is right 
beside Him, wearing cowboy boots 
and probably a cowboy hat. She has 
a black leather belt, and she winks at 
me when I notice it.

“You probably thought I only wore 
robes,” she whispers.

There’s a lot of surprise in my daily 
life. I never expected, for example, to 
enjoy my babies so much. I didn’t think 
I’d find solace in horses, having given 
up my equine dreams for more practical 
matters years ago, and I certainly didn’t 
think I’d find Mary in a cowboy hat!

Our Lady of Consolation reminds 
me that there’s comfort, even in the 
parts of life you don’t “win,” in the 
pain and suffering, in the knowl-
edge of the prize I seek. As I share 
those moments with my family at the 
horse farm and rediscover that old 
horse-crazy part of myself, I find that 
there’s help for me in the midst of my 
life, right there in the manure and the 
grass-stained knees. From five feet in 
the air, framed by alert ears and a wisp 
of mane, I see how far I have to go...
and how easily He can get me there.

Sarah Reinhard is a Catholic wife, 
mother, and convert who writes from 
central Ohio with a sidekick of cof-
fee and a yard full of critters. Get 
her Catholic take every weekday in 
your inbox by signing up at Snoring-
Scholar.com. 

LIVINGFaith
Finding Mary in a cowboy hat as Our Lady of Consolation

Finding Faith in Everyday Life
Sarah Reinhard
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When my oldest child was three, 
friends with a son about the same age 
asked how I liked Sesame Street. I ad-
mitted that neither I nor my daughter 
had seen it. We rarely turned on the 
television, but after hearing other young 
parents extolling the show’s merits, I 
watched. The constant fast pace and 
short snippets put me off. (A former el-
ementary teacher as well as a mother, 
I knew kids had longer attention spans 
than that.) Later, I came to appreciate 
what the show had to offer, and Sesame 
street and other public television shows 
became common fare. But at first, if we 
were going to watch children’s televi-
sion at all, I preferred Mr. Rogers. 

It was the pace. The real time. Tak-
ing time to let a story unfold without 
interruption. And the calm kindness 
and grace of Mr. Rogers himself. 

After delaying seminary training to 
work in the new field of television, 
he eventually was ordained a Presby-
terian minister to be an evangelist to 
children through the media. But Fred 
Rogers was no televangelist. 

While St. Francis of Assisi probably 
never uttered the admonition attribut-
ed to him, instructing his followers to 
preach at all times and to use words if 
necessary, those words come to mind 
when I think of Mr. Rogers. His faith 
was integral in his life and it informed 
every show. But when the camer-
as rolled, he didn’t mention Jesus or 
make religious statements. Who he 
was, what he did, how he spoke to his 
young audience, how he reverenced 
all (each child and of course all the 
“neighbors”) spoke right to heart.

On the one-year anniversary of 9/11, 
he came out of retirement briefly to 
record a public service announcement 
addressing parents of young children 
about such tragedy and violence. Like 
the rest of us, he wondered what he 
could do in the face of such overwhelm-
ing evil.

With pain and sorrow in his face, 
he reminded parents to reassure their 
children that they would do all they 

could to keep them safe. He recalled 
his mother’s words: “When I was a 
boy and I would see scary things in 
the news, my mother would say to me, 
‘Look for the helpers. You will always 
find people who are helping.’”

He looked at the camera and said 
we are called to be tikkun olma, a 
Hebrew phrase that means “repairers 
of creation.” It includes the sense of 
cooperation with God in mending the 
world, restoring it to wholeness. 

In today’s world, those words are 
powerful. Roger’s had spent his life 
using his particular gifts and grace to 
help children understand they were 
loved, each a special, unique creation 
cherished by God. He was acknowl-
edging a foundational truth of Chris-
tianity: God dwells in each of us. We 
are all loved and carry a spark of the 
Divine within. 

The Hindu word Nameste says it: 
The divine in me bows to the divine in 
you. Acknowledging this truth about 
ourselves and others makes atrocities 
like separating immigrant children 
from their parents unthinkable. Judg-
ing others to be less than because of 
skin color, ethnicity, social standing, 
or education cannot stand when we 
recognize the dignity of all.

In an interview for Christianity To-
day, Rogers said “The underlying 
message of the Neighborhood is that 
if somebody cares about you, it’s 
possible that you’ll care about oth-
ers. ‘You are special, and so is your 
neighbor’—that part is essential: that 
you’re not the only special person in 
the world. The person you happen to 
be with at the moment is loved, too.”

Today we desperately need to heed the 
gospel message of “love your neigh-
bor” and the Good Samaritan parable’s 
understanding of just who our “neigh-
bors” are. Mr. Rogers spent a lifetime 
being that neighbor to millions of young 
children and their parents. 

Be a helper. Be tikkun olma. And if you 
have the opportunity, treat yourself to the 
movie, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor.” 

Preschool graduation day for triplets -- The first-ever set of triplets enrolled 
in the Christ Child Society of Columbus Child Care Center at St. Stephen’s Com-
munity House, 1500 E. 17th Ave. recently graduated from the preschool program. 
Five-year-old Levi, Celeste and Davis Cole (left to right) were enrolled in December 
2016 by their parents and have been at the center for the past two years. “Each of 
the triplets are extremely intelligent, kind and have a remarkable love for learn-
ing,” said Kristin Dillard, youth services director at St. Stephen’s Community House. 
“Their assessments demonstrate that they are exceeding developmental expecta-
tions and fully prepared for Kindergarten!” 

Grace in the Moment
Mary Van Balen

Thank you, Mr. Rogers
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During the past two decades, VBS 
has become more prevalent in Catho-
lic parishes, partly because of expand-
ed religious education staffs and de-
mand from parents for summer faith 
activities for the children.

In the Diocese of Columbus, a vari-
ety of curriculums and resources are 
used, and in most cases the parishes 

rely heavily on parents and youth vol-
unteers to make VBS run smoothly.

VBS begins in mid-June and ends in 
mid-July before the school year gears 
up in August. While the focus is on 
students in elementary grades, ages of 
the participants range from preschool 
to high school.

The most widely utilized program 
in the diocese this summer is Ship-
wrecked: Rescued by Jesus from 
Totally Catholic VBS, which is pro-
duced by Our Sunday Visitor. Among 
the parishes using this format are Co-
lumbus St. Peter, Hilliard St. Bren-
dan, New Albany Church of the Res-
urrection, Columbus St. Christopher, 
Pickerington Seton, Lancaster St. 
Mary, Sunbury St. John Neumann and 
Westerville St. Paul.

Other curriculums include Son-
Spark Labs at Reynoldsburg St. Pius 
X, Maker Fun Factory at Columbus 
Our Lady of Peace, Birthday Blast: A 
Celebration of Life at Columbus Our 
Lady of Victory; Treasures of Faith: 
Challenging Kids to Explore What 
We Believe at Worthington St. Mi-
chael; Marvelous Mystery: The Mass 
Comes Alive! at Dublin St. Brigid of 
Kildare; Splash Canyon Bible School 
at Delaware St. Mary; and A Wilder-
ness Adventure at Columbus Immac-
ulate Conception.

Several parishes develop their own 
format and a few combine resources 

with other churches for a non-denom-
inational VBS. One of those is Gran-
ville St. Edward the Confessor, which 
participated in a Granville ecumenical 
VBS in June.

Powell St. Joan of Arc, Grove City 
Our Lady of Peace and Chillicothe 
St. Peter have embraced Tutus Tuus, 
which is described as a parish mission 

for school-age children.
The Latin phrase Totus Tuus, or To-

tally Yours, was the St. John Paul II’s 
motto during his papacy. Totus Tuus is 
unique because college-age mission-
aries from across the United States 

come into a parish for a week and stay 
in host family homes. The missionary 
teams share the Gospel and promote 
the Catholic faith through evangeliza-
tion, catechesis, Christian witness and 
Eucharistic worship.

The teams are made up of semi-
narians and lay Catholics on fire for 
their faith. They go through training 

in theology and classroom manage-
ment to prepare to minister to youth 
and are dispatched to approximately 
40 dioceses throughout the country. 
The goal is to inspire young people 
to have a true longing for holiness, a 

deep desire for daily conversion, an 
openness to their vocation, and to give 
themselves to Christ through Mary. 

Father Brian O’Connor, who was 
the parochial vicar at St. Joan of Arc, 
was instrumental in bringing Totus 
Tuus to the parish last year. He was 
once a Totus Tuus missionary himself 
while in the seminary.

The program is totally Catholic and 
centered around the Mass. At St. Joan 
of Arc, VBS for grades one through 
six runs a little longer each day than at 
most parishes. It extends through lunch 
into the afternoon for about 100 kids. 

“It’s a little different than your 
normal Bible school in the meth-
od,” Father O’Connor said. “One of 
the things I love about Totus Tuus is 
there’s Mass every day. There’s an op-
portunity for them to go to confession 
during the week. Every morning they 
learn a mystery of the rosary.”

Tutus Tuus is based on five pillars: 
Eucharist, Marian devotion, catechet-
ical instruction, vocational discern-
ment and fun. There is a six-year cur-
riculum rotation revolving around the 
pillars of the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church: Sacraments, Ten Com-
mandments, Virtues and Beatitudes, 
Prayer, Mystery of Salvation, and the 
Creed, which is this summer’s focus.

In addition, a four-year teaching 
cycle on the mysteries of the rosary 
is incorporated into the catechesis. 
This year, the children learned the lu-
minous mysteries. They were given 
a piece of colored yarn each day for 
their wrist that represented one of the 
mysteries.

“The other day I was asking first 
and second graders about the mys-
teries of the rosary. Where was Jesus 
baptized? ‘In the Jordan River.’ Who 

June and July are the two months of the year when most children take a 
break from the classroom, but for one week during the summer some of 
them go back to school . . . Vacation Bible School

Vacation bible school
mixes faith and fun

By Doug Bean, Catholic Times Editor

At Reynoldsburg St. Pius X Church’s Vacation Bible School, children were amazed by 
scientific experiments that affirmed the marvels of God’s creation.
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baptized Jesus? ‘John 
the Baptist,’” Father 
O’Connor recounted.

“Parents tell us that 
they ask their kids 
what they learned and 
they can rattle off all 
these things. One of 
the biggest things we 
got feedback on last 
year was how much 
better the kids behaved 
at Mass on Sundays 
and how much they 
had a desire to go to 
Mass.

“We underestimate 
what kids can learn. 
Also, it’s just a ton of 
fun. They’re doing sil-
ly songs and playing 
games. The kids don’t 
want to leave.”

There was also a 
traditional VBS in the 
morning at St. Joan of Arc for 35 pre-
schoolers and an evening Totus Tuus 
session attended by 30 middle and 
high school students that focused on 
talks, witness and instruction. During 
each of the first four nights, one of the 
four marks of the Church (one, holy, 
catholic, apostolic) was discussed. 
The week concluded with a night of 
fun. 

“You’re thinking a weekly Church 
activity in the evenings for junior 
high and high school kids is going 
to decrease throughout the week. It 

doesn’t. The numbers increase,” Fa-
ther O’Connor said. “Kids whose 
parents maybe forced them to go one 
night, well, they had a lot of fun. One 
of the challenges from the team on 
Monday night was to bring a friend, 
and they did. It’s really amazing.”

One benefit to having young adults 
involved in instruction is the inspira-
tion they provide to the youth.

“The kids look up to them. To not 
only see the older kids but middle 
schoolers and high schoolers that are 
on fire for their faith, there’s a chain 

reaction,” said Shana Leonard, youth 
faith formation director at St. Joan of 
Arc. “I had some parents comment 
that they’re teaching me some stuff 
that I didn’t realize.”

Sabrina Bently, a parent volunteer 
with three children in the program, ap-
preciated the Mass being a focal point 
of the week and that Church teaching 
was clearly communicated.

“It’s not watered down,” she said. 
“It’s truly Catholic and that’s what I 
like about it.”

A residual effect from Totus Tuus 

is planting seeds for 
future religious voca-
tions. 

“I think the biggest 
thing is the witness 
of the faith,” Father 
O’Connor said. “It 
normalizes that, hey, 
when I’m in college, I 
can love Jesus Christ. 
That when I’m figur-
ing out what I want to 
do with my life Jesus 
and the Church can be 
a big part of that, and 
it can be fun and it can 
be exciting, and it’s 
normal to do that.”

At Westerville St. 
Paul, about 300 stu-
dents were part of VBS 
during the last week of 
June, an increase over 
the past two summers 
when enrollment was 
capped at 200 because 

of construction projects.
Jesus Rescues was the theme of St. 

Paul’s Shipwrecked program. The 
morning began with a session to get 
the children pumped up before they 
went through five stations that includ-
ed Bible adventures, imagination, ser-
vice and games.

The St. Paul gym was transformed 
into an island scene with elaborate sets 
and décor built by volunteers. VBS 

Vacation Bible School at Reynoldsburg St. Pius X Church resembled a hands-on science lab with 
youth group volunteers conducting experiments for the participants. Photos courtesy of St. Pius X 
youth ministry.

Children participated in outdoor fun and games during Westerville St. 
Paul the Apostle Church’s Vacation Bible School. Photo courtesy of St. 
Paul the Apostle Church.

The children who participated in Vacation Bible School at Plain City St. Joseph Church displayed the pro-life signs they 
made as part of the Birthday Blast program. Photo courtesy of Plain City St. Joseph Church.

See VBS, Page 12
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planning began in January to coordi-
nate the numerous activities. Parents 
and parishioners were among the 30 or 
more volunteers during the week. 

The Bible station featured drama-
tized stories with a new theme each 
day. Middle schoolers, high schoolers 
and adults dressed in costumes to por-
tray the Bible figures in a room that 

was completely transformed into the 
scene of the biblical event.

“It’s incredible, it’s super fun, it’s 
my favorite thing,” said Leia Bame, 
children’s ministries coordinator at 
St. Paul who is in her fourth year as 
director of VBS. “They can connect to 
those Bible stories in such an intimate 
way. To actually go and be immersed 

in those stories and hear those stories 
firsthand with those characters from 
the Bible, that’s so powerful.”

The imagination station used sci-
ence, engineering and technology to 
show God’s presence in everything. 

A service station was added this 
year to help the children connect with 
various parish ministries ranging from 
assisting homebound parishioners to 
making blankets for children in foster 
care to outreach to the homeless in the 
community.

And of course it wouldn’t be VBS 
without snacks, games and songs.

As was the case with most parish-
es, St. Paul opened its VBS to anyone, 
and a handful of friends and kids from 
other parishes joined the fun.

“My goal is ultimately that every 
child comes and feels the light of Christ 
inside them,” Bame said, “that they feel 
like they can be the hands and feet of 
Christ, and also that Christ is joyful. He 
wants us to sing, he wants us to have 
fun. He wants us to be children.”

Reynoldsburg St. Pius X’s Son-
Spark Labs VBS, which was held in 
the evening for the third straight year 
to accommodate working parents, 
takes a scientific laboratory approach 
to reinforce teachings of the faith to 
about 75 enthusiastic pre-K through 
fifth grade participants.

SonSpark Labs emphasizes God’s 
Big Plan “2 make us, 2 be with us, 4 
us 2 know him, 2 save us, and 2 love 

us 4 ever” through songs, skits, crafts, 
experiments and Bible stories.

One evening, for example, focused 
on Genesis and the scientific laws that 
governed how God created the world. 
The last day involved a chain reaction 
experiment in the church that showed 
the importance of spreading God’s 
love. Another component during the 
week was the cause and effect of sin 
that separates people from God.

“Every day we studied a different 
scientific principle,” said Judy Bryant, 
youth minister for the parish and VBS 
coordinator. “One day, it was who made 
the world and how God made me.” 

Fifty junior high and high schoolers 
from the parish youth group assisted 
during the week.

“Ultimately, it’s just planting that 
seed,” Bryant said. “I think it’s working. 
Kids that have been through the pro-
gram are now volunteering. We want it 
to be fun. We want them to understand 
that God is good, that we’re His beau-
tiful creations. We want them to know 
that they are wrapped in God’s love.”

Plain City St. Joseph Church used 
the pro-life-themed Birthday Blast 
format from Cat. Chat for its evening 
VBS in June for children ages 4-12.

Not only did they enjoy fun and 
games throughout the week while 
learning what it means to be a child 
of God, but one of their projects was 
to decorate pro-life signs as part of a 
basic introduction to St. John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body.

Boys in Grades 1-6 huddled with Totus Tuus missionary leaders after Mass and 
before lunch at Powell St. Joan of Arc Church’s Vacation Bible School. Photo courtesy 
of St. Joan of Arc youth ministry.

VBS, continued from Page 11
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Bishop Frederick Campbell offered 
a powerful reflection on the sacrament 
of Matrimony at the diocesan Jubilee 
of Anniversaries Mass on Sunday, June 
24 at Columbus St. Andrew Church.

Bishop Campbell drew three paral-
lels to marriage and St. John the Bap-
tist, whose solemnity was celebrated 
that day on the Catholic calendar.

“I don’t know if it ever occurred to 
you that the feast of John the Baptist 
was chosen to be celebrated on 
this day because it is halfway 
between the two celebrations 
of Christmas -- Christmas cel-
ebrated during the darkest time 
of the year, St. John the Baptist 
during the high point of light. 
There’s a lesson here that John 
the Baptist taught when he 
pointed that out to his disciples 
when he said, ‘I must decrease 
and He must increase.’ As the 
year increases from Christmas 
to the birth of John the Baptist, 
it decreases in length of day.

“The second issue about 
John the Baptist is perhaps one 
that people don’t think about or 
maybe have not remembered. 
John the Baptist met a mar-
tyr’s death. And many people 
assumed that he was martyred 
by King Herod because of 
his powerful preaching, especially his 
preaching of the coming of the Messi-
ah, which was taken to be a threat to 
King Herod. But that was not why he 
was martyred. He was martyred for the 
defense of the truth of marriage, when 
he preached openly about the invalid 
marriage of King Herod to his sister-
in-law, Herodias. 

“There’s a third reason. That is, 
John the Baptist sensed a mission to 
his prophetic call. Now, in the Chris-
tian understanding, John the Baptist 
is the last in the line of the Old Tes-
tament prophets. All of the prophets 
really came toward John the Baptist. 
But it is not that in particular what 
he preached is important but the fact 
that he shared in the gift of prophecy. 
Now, all Christians by their baptism 
participate in the threefold ministry of 
Jesus Christ: priest, prophet and king. 

And it is in John the Baptist that we 
see that mystery of prophecy.

“And a prophet is not really some-
one who is telling the future. A proph-
et in the Biblical sense is one who 
is called by God to preach a truth to 
those may have forgotten it. And to 
preach it not only with their words but 
with the very character of their lives. 
And their lives became a symbol of 
their prophetic mission.

“You may notice in our first reading 
Isaiah prophesied the coming of John 
the Baptist by talking about how care-
fully God prepares his instruments. 
From the very beginning Isaiah said I 
have shaped you. I have called you to 
his mission … especially in the case 
of John the Baptist, we are called to 
do something that we may not see the 
result of. John the Baptist was called 
by God to announce the coming of the 
Messiah. But John did not know when 
or where or who. In spite of that, he 
was true to his prophetic mission. 
That’s something for us to remember 
about the great sacrament of marriage.

“I suspect that very few who are cel-
ebrating these marvelous anniversaries 
are now in the place where you planned 
to be when you were first married. But 
all down that that path there has been a 
guidance, a presence. And we talk about 

all sorts of programs for marriage prepa-
ration and so forth. But we sometimes 
forget that marriage is the entrance into 
a sacrament. It is in fact intended to be 
a channel of grace from God for his 
people. That husbands and wives in the 
exchange of vows become ministers to 
one another and to their family and to 
the world. And that sacramental reality 
has an extraordinary meaning not only 
for the Christian faith but for the whole 

world. If you look through sa-
cred scripture, you will find nu-
merable passages that use mar-
riage as a sign of God’s work in 
this world.

“From the very beginning, 
the writers of scripture used 
marriage to indicate love 
of God. That sin became a 
kind of breaking of the mar-
riage vows. For God is al-
ways faithful to his promises 
and he wished that marriage 
would become a sign of that 
gift to each other. In fact, St. 
Paul tells us that marriage 
is a sign of the love of Jesus 
Christ for his church. That’s 
why I touched upon John the 
Baptist as a prophet and ful-
filling a prophetic mission. 
Men and women, husbands 
and wives, are called to be 
prophets. They are called to 

be prophets by how they live and how 
they relate to the world around them. 
How the promises they first made at 
their wedding endured, blossomed 
and bore fruit, and in that way spoke 
to the world that Jesus Christ is here. 
And his love of the Church is symbol-
ized in his blessing of marriage. 

“In the first 19 years of my priest-
hood I suspect I witnessed more than 
220 marriages. And I used to try to 
follow them all, and I discovered a 
few years ago, that of the 220-some 
marriages, only three of them did not 
last. And I would consider that not my 
achievement but the achievement of 
the Lord. But over those 19 years I be-
gan to notice how the people coming 
to me for marriage had changed.

Bishop emphasizes importance of marriage 
in Jubilee of Anniversaries homily

God’s golden gifts

See HOMILY, Page 19

By Margaret O’Sullivan
Sometimes you receive gifts that 

are so unexpected, so thoughtful, and 
so meaningful, that you cannot ade-
quately express your thanks and ap-
preciation for them. This has been so 
true for me and my husband in June. 
We have joy and memories that we 
will treasure the rest of our lives.

My husband, Mike, and I celebrated 
our 50th wedding anniversary on June 
6. The days preceding, the day of, and 
the week or so following were golden. 
The celebration began with a dinner for 
us with the siblings and their spouses. 
We were presented with an Apostolic 
Blessing parchment from His Holiness 
Francis, and a gift certificate to have 
it framed as we like. We also received 
other lovely gifts. The following Sun-
day, we requested that the Sunday 
Mass we typically attend be said in our 
names. Following Mass, we received a 
blessing from our Pastor.

To tell about the actual anniversary 
day, I need to give some background. 
In 1967-68, Mike was serving as a 
Lieutenant with the 5th Special Forces 
in Vietnam. In the course of our letters 
to each other, we decided we would be 
married in Hawaii on his R&R (rest & 
recuperation). This was the era of no 
Internet, no cell phones. Today, look-
ing back, I am not exactly sure how 
I arranged for the ceremony to take 
place. Somehow via snail mail with 
the U.S. postal service, I found out Ha-
waii’s regulations on obtaining a mar-
riage license and arranged for a priest 
to marry us at Fort Shafter, Oahu, Ha-
waii. Well, let me be accurate here, 
Providence arranged it. Following a 
few days in Hawaii, Mike went back 
to war and I returned home to my par-
ents. He returned home safely nearly 
five months later - truly a golden gift.

We decided long ago that, God will-
ing, we would return to Hawaii for our 
50th wedding anniversary. Months 
ago, I searched the Internet and stum-
bled upon a religious services phone 
number for the Armed Forces in Ha-
waii. I called repeatedly but man-
aged to hit times when the office was 
closed, often forgetting about the six-
hour time difference. Finally, late one 
evening, I called and got a very eager 
and helpful sergeant who was so inter-
ested in our story and so happy for us. 

See gifts, Page 19

Bishop Frederick Campbell delivers the homily at the annual 
diocesan Jubilee of Anniversaries Mass on Sunday, June 24 at 
Columbus St. Andrew Church.
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By Jem Sullivan 
Catholic News Service

Amos 7:12-15  Psalm 85:9-14
Ephesians 1:3-14  Mark 6:7-13

Faith works wonders. To walk by 
faith, and not by sight, is one of the 
greatest challenges and joys of the 
spiritual life. This is the invitation to 
all in this Sunday’s Scripture readings.

The saints show us how to grow 
in faith in the daily circumstances of 
life. Holy men and women, known 
and hidden, have over the centuries 
witnessed to the power of walking 
by faith. Take the life of St. Aloysius 
Gonzaga, whose feast day the church 
celebrates this coming week.

Born into an aristocratic Italian fam-
ily, the young Aloysius was set to in-
herit his family’s wealth and pursue a 
life of fame and public honor. He was 
sent to Florence and later to Mantua 
for his education and began reading 
the “Lives of the Saints” while recov-
ering from an illness. It was then that 
he heard the Lord’s call to give his life 

in self-giving love as a missionary. 
He was drawn to the Jesuit order, 

but his family did all they could to 
prevent him from answering the call 
to the priesthood. His family forbade 
his entry to the priesthood with the 
threat that he would have to renounce 
his inheritance and social status. He 
continued on, walking by faith, as he 
gave up all rights of inheritance to en-

ter the novitiate of the Society of Je-
sus in Rome. 

Soon after, he dedicated himself 
to teaching the faith to youth and to 
caring for those suffering from the 
plague and other contagious diseases. 
The witness of his holiness and purity 
of life spread among the people, like 
branches of a tree. He died with the 
name of Jesus on his lips, radiating 
the peace and love of God.  

In the Gospels, Jesus compares the 
kingdom of God to a mustard seed. 
This smallest of seeds when sown 
in the ground, grows into the largest 
of plants, putting forth branches that 
spread out as shelter and shade. This 
imagery continues the teaching of 
the prophet Ezekiel in the first read-
ing when God promises to plant a 
cedar on the mountain heights. 

This cedar plant will, by God’s 
nourishing, become a majestic cedar 
in which birds of every kind dwell and 
find shade in its branches. The Lord 
God promises that he will bring low 
the high tree, and lift high the low-
ly tree, wither up the green tree and 
make the withered tree bloom. God’s 

mighty hand will do this.
As we ponder the word 

of God today, we are in-
vited to walk by faith, and 
not by sight. This jour-
ney of faith begins in the 
grace of God, who plants 
the seed and gives growth 
to the gift of faith in our 
lives. Our daily challenge 
is to let go of self-reliance 
and to grow in friendship 
with Jesus as we say in 
faith, “speak to me, Lord.”

Reflection Question: 
What do I need to be detached from 
so that I can be a missionary disciple 
of Jesus?

Sullivan is secretary for Catholic 
education of the Archdiocese of 
Washington.

Freedom to serve
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle B Diocesan Weekly 

Radio and 
Television Mass 
Schedule WeekS 

of July 15 & 22, 2018
Sunday Mass
10:30 a.m. Mass from Columbus St. Joseph 
Cathedral on St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Co-
lumbus, and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

Mass with the Passionist Fathers at 
7:30 a.m. on WWHO-TV (the CW), Channel 53, 
Columbus. and 10:30 a.m. on WHIZ-TV, Chan-
nel 18, Zanesville. Check local cable system 
for cable channel listing.

Mass from Our Lady of the Angels Monastery, 
Birmingham, Ala., at 8 a.m. on EWTN 
(Spectrum Channel 385, Insight Channel 382,
 or WOW Channel 378).  
(Encores at noon, 7 p.m., and midnight). 
Mass from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee at
6:30 a.m. on ION TV (AT&T U-verse Channel
195, Dish Network Channel 250, or DirecTV 
Channel 305).

Mass from Massillon St. Mary Church at 10:30 
a.m. on WILB radio (AM 1060, FM 94.5 and 
89.5), Canton, heard in Tuscarawas, Holmes, 
and Coshocton counties. 

Daily Mass
8 a.m.,  Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in 
Birmingham, Ala. (Encores at noon, 7 p.m. and 
midnight). See EWTN above; and on I-Lifetv
(Channel 113 in Ada, Logan, Millersburg, Mur-
ray City and Washington C.H.; Channel 125 in 
Marion, Newark, Newcomerstown and New
Philadelphia; and Channel 207 in Zanesville);

8 p.m., St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Columbus,
 and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

We pray Weeks Iii and IV, Seasonal Proper
of the Liturgy of the Hours.

The Weekday 
Bible Readings

7/16-7/21
MONDAY

Isaiah 1:10-17
Psalm 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23

Matthew 10:34-11:1
TUESDAY

Isaiah 7:1-9
Psalm 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8

Matthew 11:20-24
WEDNESDAY

Isaiah 10:5-7, 13b-16
Psalm 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15

Matthew 11:25-27
THURSDAY

Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19
Psalm 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21

Matthew 11:28-30
FRIDAY

Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8
Isaiah 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16

Matthew 12:1-8
SATURDAY
Micah 2:1-5

Psalm 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14
Matthew 12:14-21

7/22-7/28
MONDAY

Micah 6:1-4, 6-8
Psalm 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23

Matthew 12:38-42
TUESDAY

Micah 7:14-15, 18-20
Psalm 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8

Matthew 12:46-50
WEDNESDAY

2 Corinthians 4:7-15
Psalm 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6

Matthew 20:20-28
THURSDAY

Jeremiah 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13
Psalm 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10-11

Matthew 13:10-17
FRIDAY

Jeremiah 3:14-17
Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13

Matthew 13:18-23
SATURDAY

Jeremiah 7:1-11
Psalm 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11

Matthew 13:24-30

In the marriage case styled ANTHONY DEAN DEVORE – PANSY 
MARIE HENZ LILLY, 2018-0130, the Tribunal of the Diocese of 
Columbus, Ohio is currently unaware of the present address of MS. 
PANSY MARIE HENZ LILLY.  The Tribunal herewith informs her of 
the case and invites her to contact REVEREND MONSIGNOR JOHN 
JOHNSON, JCD, Presiding and sole Judge, no later than 30 JULY 
2018 - Phone 241-2500 Extension 3.  Anyone who knows of the 
whereabouts of MS. PANSY MARIE HENZ LILLY, is herewith asked 
to make this Citation known to her or to inform the Tribunal of her 
current address. Given this 25 JUNE 2018. REVEREND MONSI-
GNOR JOHN JOHNSON, JCD, Presiding Judge, Sue Ulmer, Notary.

•	plumbing
•	heating
•	cooling

614-299-7700
muetzel.com
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The vacation season is an opportu-
nity to escape TwitterWorld and do 
some serious reading. These books 
will help make your summer enjoy-
able, instructive, or both.

Something Wonderful: Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s Broadway Revolution, 
by Todd S. Purdum (Henry Holt): 
From Showboat (1927) through The 
Man of La Mancha (1965), musical 
comedy was America’s most success-
ful native art form, and at the center 
of that bountiful harvest of story and 
song were Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II. This tale of their col-
laboration, replete with inside Broad-
way stuff, is also laugh-out-loud fun-
ny at certain points. Throughout, and 
while acknowledging their human 
flaws, Purdum helps us get to know 
two creative geniuses who lifted the 
spirits of tens of millions through en-
tertainment that didn’t appeal to de-
rangement.

A Gentleman in Moscow, by Amor 
Towles (Viking): Count Alexander 
Rostov, sentenced by a post-revo-
lutionary Soviet court to spend the 
rest of his life in Moscow’s Metropol 
Hotel, is the central character in the 
most charming new novel I’ve read in 
years. Inside the Metropol, where he’s 
reduced to waiting on tables, the witty 
Count Rostov creates a humane world 
of friendship, fidelity, and apprecia-
tion for the finer things of life while 

communist goons demolish the old 
Russia outside the hotel’s doors. The 
politics are kept in the background, 
however, and Towles’ touch is both 
deft and light in depicting a man who 
refuses to betray the truths about hu-
man decency with which he grew up 
– no matter how politically incorrect 
they may be at the moment. 

Alexander McCall Smith, perhaps 
best known for his No. 1 Ladies’ De-
tective Agency series, is also the author 
of four hilarious sendups of German 
academic pretentiousness: Portuguese 
Irregular Verbs, The Finer Points of 
Sausage Dogs, At the Villa of Re-
duced Circumstances, and Unusual 
Uses for Olive Oil (Anchor). The mis-
adventures of the obtusely arrogant 
and inept Prof. Dr. Dr. Moritz-Maria 
von Igelfeld may remind some of cer-
tain personalities on today’s German 
Catholic scene; but I couldn’t possi-
bly comment on that.  

The Forty Days of Musa Dagh, by 
Franz Werfel (Verba Mundi): Before 
leaving on a flight to Australia in 2001, 
I asked the editor and critic Norman 

Podhoretz, “What are the great long 
novels you think I haven’t read?” He 
immediately named Werfel’s story of 
the Armenian genocide during World 
War I, which easily got me from Los 
Angeles to Sydney. The story is grip-
ping, but above all, Musa Dagh is a 
fine study in character – especially 
the qualities required of leaders under 
grave circumstances. Which gives it a 
certain contemporaneity. 

World War II at Sea: A Global Histo-
ry, by Craig L. Symonds (Oxford Uni-
versity Press), offers a panoramic view 
of the effect of sea power on history 
between 1939 and 1945. Symonds’s 
emphasis on the merchant marines of 
various powers, the fragility of mar-
itime supply chains, and the Ameri-
can capacity to build the shipping that 
made possible the logistical support for 
U.S. armies fighting simultaneously in 
Europe and Asia, adds an often-over-
looked dimension to the story. Enjoy it 
yourself; but consider it, too, as a gift 
for a millennial who thinks “Midway” 
is just the name of a Southwest Air-
lines hub in Chicago. 

What Will Dr. Newman Do? John 
Henry Newman and Papal Infallibili-
ty, 1865-1875, by John R. Page (Litur-
gical Press): Drawing on a decade of 
Newman’s wide-ranging correspon-
dence, Page paints a portrait of the 
Catholic intellectual as churchman: 
someone determined to remain faith-
ful to the truth, who knew how to be 
constructively critical; someone who 
didn’t break into hives when his ec-
clesiastical opponents made serious 
mistakes; someone convinced of the 
capacity of history and the Holy Spir-
it to see the Church through stormy 
times. In brief, another tale for this 
ecclesiastical season.

American Pastimes: The Very Best 
of Red Smith, edited by Daniel Okrent 
(Library of America): The prologue, a 
mini-memoir, is worth the price of the 
entire book, but while admiring Red 
Smith’s prose about everyone from 
Seabiscuit to Willie Mays, don’t miss 
Dan Okrent’s fine introduction and its 
crisp analysis of what makes for great 
writing, about sports or anything else. 

And if you’ll permit, let me men-
tion my own latest offerings: Lessons 
in Hope: My Unexpected Life with St. 
John Paul II (Basic Books) and The 
Fragility of Order: Catholic Reflec-
tions on Turbulent Times (Ignatius 
Press). The former is, I hope, enter-
taining, the latter, I trust, instructive. 

The summer reading list

The Catholic Difference
George Weigel

Columbus St. Dominic Church 
reopened for Mass on Sunday, July 1 
after a gas explosion at a nearby near-
by duplex damaged parish buildings.

Seven stained glass windows, door 
hinges at the historic 102-year-old 
church at 453 N. 20th St. and the 
adjacent rectory were impacted by 
the Friday, June 22 blast, which was 
felt throughout the neighborhood and 
critically injured two people inside the 
duplex.

No one at the parish was injured. 
Authorities believe scrappers taking 

metal might have led to the accident.
Sunday Masses on June 24 were 

celebrated at Columbus St. John-Ho-
ly Rosary during cleanup and assess-
ment before St. Dominic reopened.

Damage is estimated at approx-
imately $250,000. It is hoped that 
most of the cost of the repairs will be 
covered by insurance.

Father Joshua Wagner, pastor at St. 
Dominic and at St. John-Holy Rosary 
Church, said the parish is already 
receiving bids to restore the stained 
glass. 

Windows on the north side of the 
church were shattered and others 
were warped.

The original church windows, 
which were built in Italy, depict the 
life of St. Dominic.

Repairs could take six months to a 
year, but Masses and parish activities 
will continue.

Columbus St. Dominic Church recovering after explosion

Stained glass and rectory windows at Columbus St. Dominic Church sustained exten-
sive damage from a nearby gas explosion on June 22. CT photo/Doug Bean
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ALLISON, Eileen, 94, July 6
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Columbus

ANDERSON JR., Wilbert C., 82, July 1
St. Aloysius Church, Columbus

BOND, William, 84, June 26
St. Philip the Apostle Church, Columbus

BRAMISH, Charles, 86, June 29
St. Paul the Apostle Church, Westerville

CELESTINO, Jose “Joe,” 64, July 3
St. Mary Church, Marion

DILLON, William Sr., 89, June 26
Immaculate Conception Church, Dennison

EVANS, Edith, 94, June 27
St. Joseph Cemetery, Columbus

FOTHERGILL, Catherine “Kay,” 88, July 6
St. Catherine Church, Columbus

FRICKIE, Mary Ellen, 92, July 4
Our Mother of Sorrows Chapel, Columbus

GRUFF, Greg, 57, July 3
St. Joseph Cemetery, Columbus

HERTLEIN, Dorothy, 84, June 26
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 
Buckeye Lake

HOFFMAN, Marjorie, 94
St. Philip the Apostle Church, Columbus

HOLDRIETH, Philip, 84, July 4
Christ the King Church, Columbus

HUNT, Marsha, 65, June 19
St. William the Confessor Church, Green-
ville, Texas (formerly of Columbus)

KOSNIK Jr., Edward James, 73, June 24
St. Brigid of Kildare Church, Dublin

KOUGHER, Nora Jane, 75, July 2
St. Mark Church, Lancaster

KRUMM, Catherine, 75, July 5
St. Elizabeth Church, Columbus

KWAST-KERTESZ, Pauline, 87, July 6
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Columbus

LINGER, Justin, 26, June 27
St. Joseph Cemetery, Columbus

MARSHALL, Virginia, 75, June 30
St. Patrick Church, Columbus

McCARTHY, Marjorie, 95,  June 25
St. Gertrude Church, Madeira (formerly 
of Logan)

MELNIK, Frank F., 67, June 26
St. Paul the Apostle Church, Westerville

MORBITZER, Benjamin, 48, July 3
St. Joseph Cemetery, Columbus

NAEGELE, John, 88, June 27
Our Mothers of Sorrows Chapel, Columbus

NOONE Jr., Thomas, 83, June 29
Our Mothers of Sorrows Chapel, Columbus

PERNAVEAU, Edward, 89, June 4
St. Joan of Arc Church, Powell

PEZZUTTI, Dolores, 88, July 6
Seton Parish, Pickerington

PICKENS, Thomas, 86, June 27
Immaculate Conception Church, Dennison

RICCIARDI, Frank, 80, July 3
Our Lady of Victory Church, Columbus

RICHARDS, Jennifer, 72, June 30
St. John XXIII Church, Canal Winchester

ROBBINS, Leota M. (O’Toole), 94, June 25
St. Mary Church, Lancaster     

ROBINSON, Tiffany, 47, June 27
Church of the Resurrection, New Albany

ROECKER, Margaret M., 89, May 31
St. Mary Church, Marion

SCHIRTZINGER, Glenna, 82 June 29
St. Joseph Cemetery, Columbus

SCHOLL, Walter, 93, June 25
Corpus Christi Church, Columbus

SHAW, Leo E., 82, June 25
St. Mary of the Assumption Church, 
Lancaster

SHEDLOCK, Leo, July 4
Seton Parish, Pickerington

SKOWRONEK, Stanley, 93, June 22
St. Mary Church, Waverly

STRANGES Sr., Richard, 83, June 26
Resurrection Cemetery, Lewis Center

THOMAS, John, W., 82, June 5
St. Andrew Church, Columbus

TROY, Joanne, 84, June 26
St. Paul the Apostle Church, Westerville

WEADE, Regina “Ginger,” 69, June 30
St. Colman of Cloyne Church, Washing-
ton Court House

WELCH, Jack, 83, July 3
St. Mary Church, Delaware

WOLTMAN, JoAnn, 89, July 1
St. Joan of Arc Church, Powell

Pray for our dead

Funeral Mass for Judith Ann Fen-
lon, 60, who died Friday, June 29, 
was held Tuesday, July 3 at Colum-
bus St. Andrew Church. Burial was at 
Resurrection Cemetery.

She was born on January 1, 1958 
to Richard and Roberta (McLain) 
Fenlon in Findlay, Ohio. She grad-
uated from the University of Louis-
ville with a degree in education and 
was a teacher at Ascension School in 
Louisville, Kentucky, before mov-
ing to Columbus and teaching at St. 
Andrew School for 35 years.

She was preceded in death by her 
mother. Survivors include her father, 
Richard; brothers, Rick, John and 
James; and many cousins.

Judith Ann Fenlon
Hope Hinger (left) received 

the Chris Damo Scholarship 
awarded annually by 
Worthington St. Michael 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#11445 to an eighth grade 
student at St. Michael School 
who is the child of an active 
Knight and will attend a 
Catholic high school. The 
$4,000 scholarship is awarded 
based on the characteristics 
displayed by Damo: 
community service, Catholic 
spirituality, patriotism and 
Knights’ fraternity. Hinger, 
pictured with her father, Bill, 
will attend Columbus St. 
Francis DeSales High School. 

Worthington St. Michael KofC scholarship winner
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july
12, THURSDAY
Women to Women Listening Circle
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Corpus Christi Center of
Peace, 1111 E. Stewart Ave., Columbus. Women
to Women program for women of all ages and
life circumstances. Begins with soup lunch until
noon, followed by listening circle. No child care
available onsite. 614-512-3371
Cenacle at Holy Name
6 p.m., Holy Name Church, 154 E. Patterson Ave.,
Columbus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
with prayers in the Cenacle format of the Marian
Movement of Priests.
Eucharistic holy Hour at Sacred Heart
7 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet
St., Columbus. Eucharistic Holy Hour with
the intention of deepened holinessand an
increase in the virtue of fortitude for the Holy
Father, bishops, and priests, concluding with
Benediction, social period, and refreshments.                       
614-372-5249

13, FRIDAY
Downtown Serra Club meeting
Noon, St. Catharine Church, 500 S. Gould Road, 
Columbus. Luncheon meeting. 

14, SATURDAY
PDHC Walk for Life
9 a.m.-Noon, Downtown Bandstand, 104
N. Broad St., Lancaster. The Pregnancy
Decision Health Center’s walk will be
folowed by familiy activities and live music.                
614-888-8774 ext. 6117

15. SUNDAY
Blessing of St. Gerard Majella at Holy Family   
After 11 a.m. Mass, Holy Family Church, 584 W.
Broad St., Columbus. Blessing of St. Gerard Majla,
patron of expectant mothers, for all women
who are pregnant or wish to become pregnant.                          
614-221-1890
 Angelic Warfare Confraternity at St. Patrick
Following noon Mass, St. Patrick Church, 280
N. Grant Ave., Columbus. Monthly meeting of
Angelic Warfare Confraternity, with talk on
chastity-related issues followed by Holy Hour.                                      
614-224-9522

Kateri Prayer Circle at St. Mark 
1 p.m., Aranda Center, St. Mark Church, 324 Gay
St., Lancaster. Kateri Prayer Circle meeting to
honor St. Kateri Tekakwitha and promote Native
Catholic spirituality.
St. Padre Pio Secular Franciscans
1:30 to 5 p.m., St. John the Baptist Church, 720
Hamlet St., Columbus. Fellowship and ongoing fo
mation followed by adoration and prayer, Liturgy
of the Hours, and initial formation with visitors.                              
614-282-4676 
St. Catherine of Bologna Secular Franciscans
2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., St. Francis of Asisi Church,
386 Buttles Ave., Columbus Prayer followed
by general meeting, ongoing formation and
fellowship. 614-895-7792
Polish Mass at Holy Family  
2 p.m., Holy Family Church, 584 W. Broad St.,
Columbus. Monthly Mass in Polish. 614-221-4323
Taize Evening Prayer at Corpus Christi
4 to 5 p.m., Corpus Christi Center of Peace, 1111
E. Stewart Ave., Columbus. Evening Prayer
in the style and spirit of the Taize monastic
community, with song, silence, and reflection.                                                      
614-512-3731
Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King
5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E.
Livingston Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass
entrance). Weekly parish prayer group meets
for praise, worship, ministry, and teaching.                                                  
614-237-0401 
Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter  
7 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road,
Columbus. Mass in Spanish. 706-761-4054
Seasons of Hope Bereavement Ministry
1:30 p.m., St. Thomas More Newman Center, 64
W. Lane Ave., Columbus. Fourth of six summer 
sessions offering scripture, prayer, reflection and
sharing for those who have lost loved ones
Registration followed by sharing session at 2 p.m. 

16, MONDAY
Bi-Monthly Mass of Healing
6:30 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St.,
Columbus. Mass followed by healing service,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
veneration of relics of the True Cross, Anointing of
the Sick and Benediction. 614-224-1295

19, THURSDAY
LeadersNow International meeting
7 p.m., Bryce Eck Activity Center, St. Andrew
Church, 1899 McCoy Road, Columbus.
Information session for LeadersNow International,
which provides young women in middle school,
high school and college with formation in authentic
leadership. 614-598-2176

20, FRIDAY
Growth in the Holy Spirit series
6:30 p.m.., St. Elizabeth Church, 6077 Sharon
Woods Blvd., Columbus. Seminar designed to
awaken God’s love and transforming power an
foster a profound life-giving relationship with the
Holy Spirit. 614-314-9132, 614-571-5702
 
21, SATURDAY
PDHC Walk for Life Columbus
9 a.m.-Noon, Scoito Audobon Metro Park, 400 W.
Whittier St., Columbus. Walk includes activities for
families.  614-888-8774 ext 6117

22. SUNDAY
Seasons of Hope Bereavement Ministry 
1:30 p.m., St. Thomas More Newman Center, 64
W. Lane Ave., Columbus. Fifth of six summer
sessions offering scripture, prayer, reflection and
sharing for those who have lost loved ones.
Registration followed by sharing session at 2 p.m. 
Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E.

Livingston Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass
entrance). Weekly parish prayer group meets
for praise, worship, ministry, and teaching.                                                
614-886-8266

23, MONDAY
Bethesda Post-Abortion Healing Ministry
6:30 p.m., support group meeting, 2744 Dover
Road, Columbus (Christ the King convent, first
building west of the church).   
614-718-0277, 614-309-2651, 614-309-0157
Our Lady of Peace Men’s Bible Study
7 p.m., Our Lady of Peace Church, 20 E. Dominion
Blvd., Columbus. Bible study of Sunday Scripture
readings. 
Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E.
Livingston Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass
entrance). Weekly parish prayer group meets
for praise, worship, ministry, and teaching.                                                
614-886-8266

26, THURSDAY
Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E.
Livingston Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass
entrance). Weekly parish prayer group meets
for praise, worship, ministry, and teaching.                                                  
614-237-0401 
Eucharistic Holy Hour at Sacred Heart
7 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet
St., Columbus. Eucharistic Holy Hour with
the intention of deepened holiness and an
increase in the virtue of fortitude for the Holy
Father, bishops, and priests, concluding with
Benediction, social period, and refreshments.                                            
614-372-5249
Frasatti Society Christ in the City
7 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant St.,
Columbus. Eucharistic adoration, confession,
Taize chant, Dominican Compline and fellowship. 
 
27, FRIDAY
Growth in the Holy Spirit series
6:30 p.m.., St. Elizabeth Church, 6077 Sharon
Woods Blvd., Columbus. Seminar designed to
awaken God’s love and transforming power an
foster a profound life-giving relationship with the
Holy Spirit. 614-314-9132, 614-571-5702.

28, SATURDAY
St. Francis DeSales Night of Tradition
6 p.m.,, St. Francis DeSales High School Gym,
4212 Karl Road, Columbus. Celebration for the
20th anniversary of the 1998 Division III state
football championship team that became the first in
the computer points era to win bck-to-back titles. 

29. SUNDAY
Seasons of Hope Bereavement Ministry
1:30 p.m., St. Thomas More Newman Center, 64
W. Lane Ave., Columbus. Sixth of six summer
sessions offering scripture, prayer, reflection and
sharing for those who have lost loved ones.
Registration followed by sharing session at 2 p.m. 

AUgust
2, THURSDAY
Cenacle at Holy Name
6 p.m., Holy Name Church, 154 E. Patterson Ave.,
Columbus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
with prayers in the Cenacle format of the Marian
Movement of Priests.
Eucharistic Holy Hour at Sacred Heart
7 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St.,
Columbus. Eucharistic Holy Hour with the intention
of deepened holiness and an increase in the
virtue of fortitude for the Holy Father, bishops
and priests, concluding with Benediction, social

period, and refreshments. 614-372-5249

3, FRIDAY
St. Cecilia Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
St. Cecilia Church, 434 Norton Road, Columbus.
Begins after 8:15 a.m. Mass; continues to 5 p.m.
Saturday.
Monthly Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225
Refugee Road, Columbus. Begins after 9 a.m.
Mass; continues through 6 p.m. Holy Hour. 
First Friday Masses at Holy Family
9 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7 p.m., Holy Family
Church, 584 W. Broad St., Columbus. First Friday
Masses in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.                                          
614-221-4323
Eucharistic Vigil at Holy Cross
Holy Cross Church, 205 S. 5th St., Columbus. 7:30
p.m. Mass, followed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament with various prayers, ending with
Benediction around 11.
All-Night Exposition at Our Lady of Victory
Our Lady of Victory Church, 1559 Roxbury Road,
Columbus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
from 8 p.m. until Mass at 8 a.m. Saturday.
Eucharistic Adoration at Columbus St. Peter
9 a.m.-8 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky
Row Road, Columbus. First Friday Eucharistic
adoration in the Day Chapel
Cancer Conference
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Mount Carmel College of Nursing,
Free educational summit on cancer, including
information on screening guidelines community
interventions and survivor stories. 614-234-7545
Growth in the Holy Spirit series
6:30 p.m.., St. Elizabeth Church, 6077 Sharon
Woods Blvd., Columbus. Seminar designed to
awaken God’s love and transforming power an
foster a profound life-giving relationship with the
Holy Spirit. 614-314-9132, 614-571-5702.

4, SATURDAY
Fatima Devotions at Columbus St. Patrick  
7 a.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave.,
Columbus. Mass, followed by devotions to Our
Lady of Fatima, preceded by confessions at
6:30. 614-240-5910
First Saturday Devotion at St. Joan of Arc  
8:30 a.m., St. Joan of Arc Church, 10700 Liberty
Road, Powell. Mass, followed by rosary in
reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
concluding with Fatima prayers.
Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave.,
Plain City.   Saturday Life and Mercy  Mass,
followed  by  rosary  and confession. 
First Saturday Mass at Holy Family
9 a.m., Holy Family Church, 584 W. Broad St.,
Columbus. First Saturday Mass for world
peace and in reparation for blasphemies
against the Virgin Mary.  614-221-4323 ext. 329
St. Catherine of Bologna Secular Franciscans
2:30 to 5 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi Church, 386
Buttles Ave., Columbus. Rosary, Liturgy of the
Hours, followed by general meeting, ongoing
formation, and social. Elizabeth Bowen, OFS
614-276-1953 
Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E.
Livingston Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass
entrance). Weekly parish prayer group meets
for praise, worship, ministry, and teaching.
614-886-8266
Mary’s Little Children Prayer Group
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church,
5225 Refugee Road, Columbus. 8:30 a.m.,
confessions, 9 a.m., Mass, followed by Fatima
prayers and Rosary (Shepherds of Christ format);
10 a.m., meeting. 614-861-4888

H  A  P  P  E  N  I  N  G  S
CLASSIFIED

St. Luke Church/Danville
ST. LUKE PARISH FESTIVAL

Corner of  Market & Rambo St, Danville
Saturday, July 14, 5-9 pm 

(after 4 pm Mass) 
Pit-Barbecued Chicken Dinners served 5-7pm

Food Stand, Fancy Goods, Bingo, 
Cash Raffles, Live Auction,

 Entertainment, Games & Activities for all ages

Giant Garage Sale
Saint Matthias School

Karl & Ferris Roads
Friday and Saturday

July 20 & 21
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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By Doug Bean
Catholic Times Editor

Jerry Freewalt hopes to continue to 
reach out to the parishes and organiza-
tions impacted by the Office for Social 
Concerns in the Diocese of Columbus 
as its director.

Freewalt was elevated from his pre-
vious role as associate director in late 
June. He has been with the diocese 
since 1995.

Mark Huddy had served as director 
as well as Episcopal Moderator for 
the Office for Social Concerns and 
Catholic Charities. 
He will now focus 
his attention on his 
duties as Episcopal 
Moderator.

As associate direc-
tor, Freewalt concen-
trated on parish social 
concerns ministry 
and rural life in ad-
dition to many other 
activities. He con-
tinues to serve on a 
wide range of boards 
and committees at the 
local, state and na-
tional level. Among 
them are the National 
Catholic Partnership 
on Disability, Ohio 
Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, Joint Organization for In-
ner City Needs (JOIN) and the Immi-
grant Worker Project.

“What I want to do is go around the 
diocese and do some additional lis-
tening,” Freewalt said. “Listen to the 
pastors and listen to some of the needs 
they’re continually addressing. Learn 
what is new and help to equip them 
in their ministries. We listen a lot in 
this office, but we’re going to be more 
intentional.

“I think in this office we’re bridge 
builders. And that only comes from 
listening and finding out what people 
are really doing out there.”

In addition to working with parish-
es and groups, Freewalt is actively 
involved in advocacy on many levels. 
That includes defending dignity of 
human life at Columbus City Hall, the 
Ohio Statehouse and Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C., and he has direct-
ed large-scale urban plunge service 
opportunities addressing poverty and 
care for creation.

“Our job is to bring light to Catholic 

social teaching in the areas of prayer, 
education, pastoral outreach or ser-
vice, and advocacy,” Freewalt said. 
“The Church looks at the signs of the 
times and applies scripture, the gos-
pel, in its over two millennia of teach-
ing to really try to help us on our pil-
grimage journey as we work through 
difficult problems in our society.

“When we call it social teaching, we 
really mean relationships. How are we 
to live in relationship with each other 
on this pilgrimage journey? What do 
we have to do to love God and love 
our neighbor?” 

Those pressing is-
sues of concern are 
respect for human 
life in all stages, lift-
ing up people living 
in poverty, recog-
nizing the dignity 
of work, promoting 
global solidarity, 
protecting family 
life through religious 
liberty, keeping fam-
ilies together and 
helping them thrive 
as part of the domes-
tic church, and care 
for God’s creation.

Freewalt has co-
ordinated numerous 
projects. Some of 
those are the annual 

Good Friday Walking Stations of he 
Cross in downtown Columbus, Dioc-
esan Senior Citizens Day celebration, 
Respect Life Mass and conference, di-
ocesan creation care team, jail and pris-
on ministry, ARCH reentry program, 
Drug Addiction Response Committee 
of the Diocesan Hope Task Force, and 
the Information and Response Net-
work.

“Our office is really trying to cre-
ate citizens that behave faithfully,” he 
said. “We are equipping Catholics to 
be good citizens in our country and in 
our communities to build the kingdom 
of God. We have to be animated by 
our faith and tackle the hard problems 
with a solution in mind that doesn’t 
tear apart or cause hurt. That’s hard.”

Freewalt has a bachelor’s degree 
in political science from Xavier Uni-
versity and a master’s degree in pub-
lic policy and management from The 
Ohio State University. He and his 
wife, Karen, have three children and 
are parishioners at Columbus St. Mar-
garet of Cortona Church.

Freewalt appointed director
of Office for Social Concerns

Jerry Freewalt

It’s great to be back at the Catho-
lic Times after an unexpected three-
month “sabbatical” caused by injuries 
resulting from a fall.

The accident occurred in church – 
of all places. I tripped and fell while 
lifting a sign with a concrete base af-
ter the noon Mass at my home parish, 
Reynoldsburg St. Pius X Church, on 
Sunday, April 8, with the concrete 
landing on my left knee.

The result was a torn meniscus, a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament, and a 
fractured kneecap.

This started an odyssey that began 
in Mount Carmel Hospital East Hos-
pital for a week, followed by three 
weeks of rehabilitation at Mother An-
geline McCrory Manor. Fortunately, 
no surgery was needed. The rehabili-
tation, with regular visits from a ther-
apist, continued at home for the past 
two months, and I returned to work on 
Monday, July 9.  

I have many people to thank for their 
assistance during my recovery – most 
especially, my wife, Sandy. Words 
like “love” and “gratitude” are some-
how inadequate to express my appre-
ciation for the way she patiently cared 
for me and endured my impatience 
during the recovery process. Our two 
children, Megan and Brent, also were 
of great assistance with household 
tasks I’ve usually performed.

I hadn’t been a hospital patient since 
having my tonsils taken out in first or 
second grade, so I learned much about 
the intricacies and size of the health care 
system. I may be exaggerating a little, 
but it feels as though about 100 people 
took care of me at one stage or another. 

Most of my time at Mount Carmel 
was spent trying to process what had 
happened and to get used to constant 
interruptions that are part of hospital 
life. So many people were coming 
and going in and out of my room that 
I can’t remember every name, but ev-
eryone was courteous and helpful.

I’ve written many good things about 
McCrory Manor over the years, and 
my treatment there by the Carmelite 
Sisters for the Aged and Infirm, led by 
Sister Ann Brown, and the staff mem-
bers could not have been better. 

The Manor is divided into seven 

self-contained neighborhoods of 21 
units each, and during my short time 
there, I learned a little of how the res-
idents of those neighborhoods become 
like family. Best wishes to fellow re-
hab patients Michael and Stephen and 
neighborhood residents Father Ronnie 
Boccali, Michael, Stephen, Richard F., 
Marilyn, Mary, Jerry, John, Betty, Mar-
garet, Pam, Charles, and Richard M.

I’m also most grateful to the nurses 
and aides at Mount Carmel and Mc-
Crory Manor for their kindness and 
devoted service. My early rehabilita-
tion was a humbling experience be-
cause I had to be assisted in even sim-
ple tasks such as dressing, bathing, 
and other bodily functions. This gave 
me an appreciation of the importance 
of these workers, most of whom are 
immigrants and “invisible people” to 
many. Their assistance reminded me 
constantly of Jesus washing the feet 
of his disciples at the Last Supper in 
John’s Gospel, especially in instances 
when my own feet were being washed.

I don’t remember all of their names, 
but thank you to Ebenezer, Fatima, 
Tebeth, Justina, Tegegne, Taylor, 
Rupa, Ndalie, Jada, Tesfu, Christina, 
Jemima, and the others whose names 
I didn’t obtain. Also thanks to staff 
member Esther Williams for all of her 
help with paperwork.

Special thanks to Father Stephen 
Akange, chaplain at Mount Carmel 
East, for his comforting words when 
they were most needed; to McCrory 
Manor resident Father Joseph Ehwald 
for his example of cheerfulness and 
wisdom in the midst of his own health 
problems; to Father Raymond Ma-
her, chaplain at McCrory Manor, for 
his frequent visits; and to those who 
brought me the Eucharist regularly.

Thanks as well to Amber Priestas, at-
home physical therapist from Summit 
Home Care who was cheerful, extreme-
ly helpful, and a delight to deal with, 
and to her supervisor, Cindy Ross.

And finally, thanks to my colleague, 
Times editor Doug Bean, for the work 
he performed in my absence and for 
keeping me informed of events at the 
Times, including the newspaper’s 
move from the first to the fifth floor of 
the Catholic Center. I owe him a debt I 
never can fully repay. 

Times writer returns after injury
By Tim Puet, Catholic Times Reporter
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“When I was first ordained I used 
to get very young couples, 18, 19, 20 
years old, who were deeply in love 
with each other. In fact, in talking to 
the couple, in one instance raised the 
issue that neither of them had jobs. 
And they looked at me and said, but 
Father, we’re in love with each other. 
And I said, yes, but have you planned 
where you’re going to live? No, but 
God will show us the way. And you 
could see stars floating between them 

as they looked at each other.
“As time went on, the couples be-

came older. And I remember a couple 
in their early 30s, never been married 
before, very successful careers. And 
as we talked about preparation, I re-
alized their challenge was living as a 
couple. And I swore I was presiding 
over a business merger, as they began 
to talk their individual investments, 
their properties and whatnot. But in all 
instances, I wanted to talk about the 
sacramental reality, the fundamental 
meaning of marriage between a man 
and a woman. For when we exchange 
those vows at your wedding, you ac-
cepted a mission from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The whole idea of being in 
love changes and matures. It changes 
and matures because of the challeng-
es, the difficulties of life.

“I once asked my father, why did he 
and mother get married in the worst 

year of the depression. And he said, 
your mother and I thought it was 
about time to raise a family. Now, of 
course, that made me feel good that 
they wanted children from their fam-
ily. But I remember later I was with 
my father – I must have been 14 at the 
time – and someone asked him, well, 
what do you do for a living? And he 
said, ‘Oh, I raise a family.’ The man 
looked at my father as if he’d slipped 
a disc. And my father said, ‘Oh, you 

mean how do I earn my money.’ A 
powerful witness that he gave us. I 
sometimes wonder how my parents 
survived our childhood, five boys in 
the family. And as you know, peo-
ple will tell you, girls bring drama, 
boys bring destruction. And I and my 
brothers fulfilled that description. But 
in all of that, it was my mother and fa-
ther simply looking toward each oth-
er, looking for the future. 

“My dear friends, as I celebrate with 
Mass with you, I ask you to remem-
ber John the Baptist, accepting your 
prophetic mission as married indi-
viduals. I’d like to thank you for the 
years of your fidelity, for your stead-
fast faithfulness to your vows and for 
your marvelous expression that the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ is always 
with you. What a powerful work and 
what a wonderful word you speak to 
our culture. I thank you.”

HOMILY, continued from Page 13
She contacted Father Joseph Fleury, a 
Marist priest, a full Colonel, and Gar-
rison Chaplain at Schofield Barracks, 
Oahu, Hawaii. On July 1, he will add 
Hospital Chaplain to his duties. His 
enthusiasm about our request was ap-
parent immediately. He arranged an 
absolutely wonderful and special day 
for us, one we did not expect to be as 
grand as it was, and one we will never 
forget.

I didn’t really give Fr. Joe much in-
formation about our actual wedding 
day, only when and where it had taken 
place. He advised me that our chap-
el had subsequently been torn down. 
That information didn’t upset me, 
I just thought God wanted me to be 
happy for how long we have been to-
gether and not to be concerned about 
a building.

For our celebration, Fr. Joe said 
Mass at Soldiers Chapel. First, he 
had us sit on the altar and presented 
us with beautiful Hawaiian leis. There 
were no flowers on our wedding day. 
Next, he said a private Mass for us 
and had us renew our wedding vows. 
There was no Mass for us on our wed-
ding day. Then, Fr. Joe rang the chap-
el bell by hand 50 times in our honor. 
The bell was not rung even once on 
our wedding day. Later, he took us to 
lunch and presented us with a cake. 
We had no wedding cake on our wed-
ding day.

Fr. Joe talked and laughed with us, 
and we so enjoyed one another’s com-
pany, as though we had been friends 
for decades. We are certain we will 
be friends with him for life. He com-
pletely downplayed the fact that June 
6 is also his birthday: he made the day 

all about Mike and me.
Our wedding day 50 years ago was 

a sacramental and blessed day. We do 
not have a single regret about it. The 
difference is, with the passage of time, 
we fully realize how deep our love is 
and how appreciative we are of all we 
have been given. Our 50th anniversa-
ry was beautiful - overwhelming real-
ly - thanks to the thoughtfulness and 
planning of Fr. Fleury. God bless this 
holy, kind, happy man!

We enjoyed Fr. Joe’s company so 
much that when he offered to show us 
some historic places on Oahu the next 
day, we both immediately agreed. Fa-
ther had Special Forces training, and 
he and Mike found a lot of common 
ground for discussion. It is the most 
I have ever heard my husband talk 
about his time in the Army. I believe it 
was healing.

With the shortage of priests, the 
demands on Fr. Joe have to be stag-
gering. Yet, he spent a great deal of 
time with us, and spiritually lifted us 
up for a shining, golden anniversary. 
We will always pray for him. And, we 
will continue to pray for vocations not 
only to the priesthood but to the mili-
tary Chaplaincy.

We went from our wedding anni-
versary to a very enjoyable eight-day 
tour of the Hawaiian Islands. Arriving 
home, we had a stack of lovely anni-
versary cards in the mail.

Love from others. Love for oth-
ers. Love for each other. The golden 
thread of faith.

Margaret O’Sullivan is a parishioner 
at Columbus St. Patrick Church.

gifts, continued from Page 13

The Thiel family gathered at the diocesan Jubilee of Anniversaries Mass to cele-
brate the 66th wedding anniversary of Ruth and Wilfred Thiel (center) and the 40th 
anniversary of their son and daughter-in-law, Kathy and Wilfred Jr. (center right) 
from Marion St. Mary Church. 

All diocesan men age 16 and over 
are invited to attend Sunbury St. 
John Neumann Church’s annual 
men’s retreat that will take place 
Saturday, August 18 from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. at Damascus Catholic Mis-
sion Campus, 7550 Ramey Road in 
Centerburg.

This year’s “The Vocation of 
Man” retreat will include Mass, 

adoration prayer, spiritual growth, 
food and fellowship. The one-day 
retreat will be led by Father Thom-
as Blau, OP.

Online registration is available 
at www.saintjohnsunbury.org  For 
more information or questions, 
contact Paul Stokell, adult faith for-
mation director, at pstokell.saint-
john@gmail.com or 740-965-1358. 

Sunbury St. John Neumann 
retreat open to all men
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Pope Paul VI’s prophetic encyclical 
on human life was written 50 years 
ago, but the speakers at “A Sign of 
Contradiction: Celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of Humanae Vitae” 
conference at Chillicothe St. Peter 
Church emphasized the message re-
mains timeless and vital in today’s 
contraceptive world.

The conference, held Saturday, 
July 7, was sponsored in part by The 
Catholic Foundation and organized 
by Judy Harness, who serves as St. 
Peter’s Family Life Coordinator and 
FertilityCare Practitioner as well as 
the president for Ross County Right 
to Life. It featured presentations by 
Father Adam Streitenberger, OSF, of 
Columbus St. Joseph Cathedral, Dr. 
Ashley Fernandes, MD, Ph.D, and Dr. 
Alicia Thompson, DO, MPH.

Fr. Streitenberger began by review-
ing the Catholic Church’s teaching on 
contraception.

“We also remember this is the 25th 
anniversary of another very important 
document, ‘Veritatis Splendor,’ by St. 
John Paul II, “which really is the full 
defense of ‘Humanae Vitae,’” he said.

He clarified the distinction between 
birth control and contraception, in-
cluding the morally legitimate means 
of birth regulation known as natural 
family planning. He also explained 
the history leading up to the release of 
the encyclical, the resistance to it, and 
the follow-up and expansion of the 
document by John Paul II now known 
as the Theology of the Body.

Fernandez, who serves as associate 
director of the Center for Bioethics 
at Ohio State University and is an as-
sociate professor of pediatrics at Co-
lumbus Nationwide Children’s Hos-
pital, told the audience that “it’s not 
scholars or theologians that change 
the world but people just like you.”

In his presentation “The Catholic 
Church and Contraception: Reality or 
Roman Roulette,” he acknowledged 
the challenges faced by those who 
defend Humanae Vitae, saying “what 
you believe in is not ‘fake news.’ The 
reality of what the Church teaches is 
true and makes sense. It’s not blind 
obedience to the Church because the 
Pope says so. The truth that you know 
to be true actually comports with 
medical science, philosophy, with 
morality. The more you study it, how 

the world works, the more you realize 
the wisdom of the Church. My job, in 
part, is to try to bolster you in your 
belief that the reality of the Church 
teaching is true and makes sense and 
you can do this yourself -- you can 
lead a revolution of one.”

Later, Dr. Fernandes laid out the his-
tory and current status of abstinence ed-
ucation in America. He said physicians 
want kids to be sexually abstinent but 
don’t advocate for it with their patients. 

“Sexual abstinence programs are not 
always effective, but even if they are 
not, it’s the right thing to do,” he said.  

It’s important to note the theological 
and philosophical arguments for ab-
stinence, he said, and added that the 
teaching of Theology of the Body is 
superior over modern interventions. He 
encouraged teens to “don’t be afraid! 
The Catholic Church believes in faith 
and science; we believe in the dignity of 
the human person. Let us pray for one 
another -- that’s probably the most im-
portant point.”

Thompson told the audience to 
“buckle up” before her talk on the 
“Co-Modification of Human Life.” 
Thompson, an OB/GYN practicing 
at Mount Carmel St. Ann’s, received 
Humanae Vitae from a reproductive 
endocrinologist who left his practice 
for moral reasons and said “it was very 
instrumental in me taking the plunge in 
making my decision to stop prescrib-
ing contraceptives and tying tubes.”

She described the lengths that med-
ical science has gone to use and ma-
nipulate DNA. Use of artificial repro-
ductive technologies no longer means 
in-vitro fertilization only. The remov-
al of cells from the egg of the woman 
for replication is actually a means of 
cloning, she said, but it’s not called 
cloning because that would be less 
attractive. DNA engineering leads 
to forms of eugenics in the name of 
eliminating disease. Also, in using 
egg retrieval, children are born with 
three parents in some cases.

Thompson articulated the direction 
in which reproductive technologies 
are headed. In some cases, companies 
entice college students to sell eggs 
and sperm for large sums of money. 
One study  found that a single sperm 
donor (a college student) had biologi-
cally fathered 150 children.

She asked the audience to pray for 

these issues and pleaded with them not 
to participate in artificial reproduction 
technologies, saying “we should be rev-
erent in what we create. We should be 
a voice which reaffirms the dignity of 

the human person from conception until 
natural death.” 

A video archive of the conference 
can be found at stpeterchillicothe.
com.

Conference celebrates 50th anniversary of Humanae Vitae
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11 DAY ALPINE EUROPE 
With The Passion Play of Oberammergau 

JUNE 15 – 25, 2020 
 

Visiting Heidelberg, Rhine Valley, Lucerne, Innsbruck, 
Salzburg, Munich, Rothenburg, and Frankfurt. 

 

Hosted by: 

FR. DANIEL DURY 
Pastor, St. Catharine Church 

 
 
 

$4579 PER PERSON FROM COLUMBUS 
(Air/land price is $4109 plus $470 gov’t taxes/airline surcharges) 

 
Price Includes: Roundtrip air from Columbus, first class/select hotels, hotels & guesthouses 

 in Oberammergau, first class (Category 1) admissions tickets for the Passion Play, most meals, 
comprehensive sightseeing with an English-speaking guide and more!! 

 

For a detailed brochure, please contact Fr. Dury: 
Tel: (614) 231-4509 / Email: frdury@yahoo.com 

 
SPACE IS LIMITED - BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 

This is your last chance to experience the world-famous  
Passion Play of Oberammergau until 2030!! 

 


