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Members of the Knights of Columbus lead the Eucharistic pro-
cession down Broad Street in Columbus immediately following 
Mass at St. Joseph Cathedral. The procession covered a city block 
before returning to the Cathedral.

Bishop Earl Fernandes carries the Blessed Sacrament under 
the canopy on Fourth Street in downtown Columbus with 
hundreds following behind during a Eucharistic procession 
after Mass.                                             CT photos by Ken Snow 

A procession enters St. Joseph Cathedral for the start of 
Mass on Sunday, June, 30, the final day of the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage's stop in the diocese. The cathedral 
was filled to capacity.

A standing-room-only congregation 
packed Columbus St. Joseph Cathedral 
for the final Mass on Sunday, June 30 
that culminated the weeklong visit of the 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage’s Seton 
Route through the Diocese of Columbus.

Bishop Earl Fernandes served as the prin-
cipal celebrant of the Mass and Father Roger 
Landry, a chaplain on the National Eucharis-
tic Pilgrimage’s Seton Route, was the homilist.

“In the ongoing Eucharistic Revival of 
the Catholic Church in the United States, 
the most important outcome is for us not 
just to recognize that the Eucharist really 
is Jesus Christ, the same Jesus who was in 
Mary’s womb for nine months, whom St. 
Joseph, the patron of this cathedral, held 
in his strong arm, who died on Calvary for 
us, rose from the dead on the third day, 
and ascended into Heaven 40 days later,” 
Father Landry said in his homily that was 
delivered in English and Spanish. “It’s not 
the main point of the Eucharistic Revival.

“It’s to learn how to treat that Eucha-
ristic Lord Jesus the way Mary and Joseph 
treated Him as He was growing up, the 
way the disciples and apostles loved Him, 
the way the saints loved Him through the 
centuries, kept close to Him and had their 
lives changed by Him.

“We Catholics firmly believe, and forth-
rightly profess, that the Eucharist is not a 
thing. The Eucharist is not merely bread 
and wine. The Eucharist is in fact some-
one: the eternal Son of God, the Savior of 
the World, the King of Kings, the Lord of 
Lords … and that He comes for us.”

He said the transformation of Jesus in 

the bread and wine into His body and 
blood should inspire his followers to re-
spond fully to the gift of faith – and faith 
in his transcendent power.

“This is what the Eucharistic Revival is 
about, to revive us, to bring us to the full-
ness of life,” he said. “And this is what the 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage leads us to as Jesus 
today reaches out to us.”

After the 90-minute Mass, Bishop Fer-
nandes carried the Blessed Sacrament 
outside onto Broad Street for a procession 
around the block that turned at Fourth 
Street and then onto Gay Street and Fifth 
Street before returning to the cathedral.

The procession paused five times at 
stops set up by ethnic ministries to pray a 
decade of the rosary in English, Tagalog, 
Igbo, Spanish and Swahili – languages 
spoken by Catholics in the diocese.

The final day of the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage’s visit to the diocese concluded 
with a picnic and some brief testimonials 
from the pilgrims who are traveling the 
entire route that started in May in Con-
necticut and wound its way along the East 
Coast and through Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia before crossing into Ohio. 

The Department of Evangelization esti-
mated that 7,000 people participated in the 
pilgrimage during its six days in the diocese.

The week began on Monday, June 24 in 
Somerset with Adoration, Mass and Eu-
charistic procession at historic St. Joseph 
Church, where Catholicism originated in 
Ohio. From there, the pilgrimage spent 
Tuesday, June 25 in Newark at Blessed Sac-
rament and St. Francis de Sales churches.

On Wednesday, June 26, Pickerington 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish hosted the 
pilgrimage for a day of Adoration, a Mass 
commemorating the 25th anniversary of 
Father Landry’s ordination to the priest-
hood and a procession around the parish 
grounds.

The pilgrimage left Seton on Thursday, 
June 27, with a 2 ½-mile pilgrimage down 
State Route 256 before the Blessed Sacra-
ment was placed in the pilgrims’ van and 
transported to Columbus St. Catharine 
Church for a holy hour. Later that after-
noon, the pilgrims prayed at the Planned 
Parenthood on East Broad Street before 
the Blessed Sacrament was brought to 
Columbus Christ the King Church for Ad-
oration and a Mass celebrated in Spanish 
by Bishop Fernandes.

The first stop on Friday, June 28, was at 
Pickaway Correctional Institution in Orient 
for Adoration, Mass, a Eucharistic proces-
sion and fellowship with the men. It was the 
only visit to a prison on any of the four routes 
of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage.

On Friday afternoon, the Blessed Sacra-
ment was brought to the Mother Angeline 
McCrory Manor for a Eucharistic proces-
sion and Holy Hour attended by residents 
and staff. The day concluded at Colum-
bus St. Charles Preparatory School with 
a Mass celebrated by Bishop Fernandes 
and a talk by Father Landry followed by 
a visit to the Museum of Catholic Art and 
History in downtown Columbus.

A turnout of around 1,200 was on hand 
the next day at Westerville St. Paul the 
Apostle Church for Adoration, a Mass, 

Eucharistic procession and vocations fair 
on Saturday, June 29, the Solemnity of Ss. 
Peter and Paul.

After Sunday’s events at the Cathedral, 
the pilgrims left the next morning for the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati before crossing 
into Indiana for the final leg of their jour-
ney leading to the National Eucharistic 
Congress on July 17-21 in Indianapolis.  

“I want to simply say thank you to Father 
Landry, to the Franciscan Friars for the Re-
newal, to our lay Eucharistic missionaries 
and pilgrims who have been journeying 
with us the last six days,” Bishop Fer-
nandes said at the picnic after Sunday’s 
Mass and procession at the Cathedral. “I 
can tell you their presence has been life 
changing in all the different parts of the 
diocese from Somerset where the seeds of 
Christianity were first planted in Ohio to 
our mother church and all along the way.

“They’ve been bringing great joy. 
They've been bringing the joy of know-
ing Jesus in the Eucharist to all the people 
of the Diocese of Columbus and so we're 
very grateful for their presence. … They 
were able to go into Pickaway Correction-
al to bring Jesus there. Even inside prison 
walls, Jesus’ mercy and love is relentless.

“They were able … to go to Mother An-
geline McCrory and visit with the elderly. 
We had Mass with our Hispanic commu-
nity and today we saw the great diversity 
of our diocese, whether it's the Latino 
communities or the African communities, 
men and women religious here present. 
We see people coming from everywhere to 
Columbus, because Jesus is here.”

Pilgrimage ends weeklong stay in diocese at Cathedral

Front page photo
EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE 
Isaac Reash, one of the Knights of the 
Holy Temple altar servers at Westerville 
St. Paul the Apostle Church, walks ahead 
of the monstrance with the Blessed Sac-
rament during a Eucharistic procession 
around the parish grounds on Saturday, 
June 29 that was part of the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage’s seven-stay visit 
to the diocese. Photo courtesy Andy Long
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A Eucharistic procession with Bishop Earl Fernandes carrying the monstrance follows a path 
through the complex at Pickaway Correctional Institution during a visit by the National Eucha-
ristic Pilgrimage on Friday, June 28. 

Assembling with the men and Bishop Earl Fernandes for a photo near the end of the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage's stop at Pickaway Correctional Institution were the Seton Route pil-
grims, sisters and staff members from the facility and the diocese.

The four routes of the National Eucha-
ristic Pilgrimage covered thousands of 
miles from coast to coast and from the 
southern border of the United States to 
the far north, but only one made a stop 
at a prison.

On Friday morning, June 28, the Se-
ton Route of the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage visited Pickaway Correction-
al Institution in Orient for a Mass and 
procession at the facility southwest of 
Columbus.

Bishop Earl Fernandes celebrated the 
Mass along with Father Roger Landry, 
the chaplain for the Seton Route of the 
Pilgrimage; Father Joseph Trapp, a dioc-
esan prison chaplain; and Father Justin 
Alarcon, CFR, a member of the Francis-
can Friars of the Renewal religious order 
who traveled the entire route with the 
perpetual pilgrims accompanying the 
Blessed Sacrament from May in Con-
necticut up through the National Eu-
charistic Congress that starts July 17 in 
Indianapolis.

Approximately 35 incarcerated men 
attended Mass and 25 were able to par-
ticipate in the procession afterward.

The chance to go inside a prison to 
bring Christ to the men there proved to 
be one of the most profound experienc-
es of the 1,100-mile trip for the priests 
and the pilgrims, who along the way 
have visited St. Patrick’s Cathedral and 
the Statue of Liberty in New York and 
traveled to Baltimore, Washington, D.C., 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, among 
other places.

Later that day, the pilgrims took the 
Blessed Sacrament to the Mother An-
geline McCrory Manor on the east side 

of Columbus for a procession and Holy 
Hour for the aged and infirmed resi-
dents there. In the early evening, the Pil-
grimage moved to Columbus St. Charles 
Preparatory School for a Vigil Mass on 
the Solemnity of Ss. Peter and Paul. The 
night ended with a tour of the Museum 
of Catholic Art and History in down-
town Columbus.

At Pickaway Correctional, the bishop 
and priests were joined by the traveling 
pilgrims, the Sisters of the Daughters of 
Mary, Mother of Healing Love who are 
making the pilgrimage, and also prison 
staff and representatives from the dio-
cese.

Before a period of Adoration, Bishop 
Fernandes and Father Alarcon heard 
confessions. The bishop and priests 
then celebrated Mass, which was fol-
lowed by a Eucharistic procession that 
went outside into the yard at the prison.

Bishop Fernandes explained to the 
men in his homily, which he delivered 
in English and then in Spanish, that they 
were part of a unique opportunity as the 
only facility of its kind to experience the 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage.

“Why? Because Jesus wants to be close 
to you,” Bishop Fernandes said. “There 
is nothing in the world that can keep Je-
sus’ mercy and Jesus’ love from you. Not 
even the walls of this place.

“On the evening of the Resurrection, 
in St. John’s Gospel, the apostles were 
all locked inside, behind closed doors. 
They were afraid. And the risen Lord 
passed through those doors and He said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Jesus wants to bring 

Pilgrimage makes only visit
to a prison on any of four routes

Josue Puga (center) spends time in prayer before Mass at Pickaway Correctional Institution.

See PRISON, Page 16

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE

Phillip Whitaker presents the gifts to Bishop Earl Fernandes during a Friday morning Mass at 
Pickaway Correctional Institution, located south of Columbus in Pickaway County.
                                                                                                                     CT photos by Ken Snow
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Bishop Earl Fernandes (left) receives the Blessed Sacrament from Father Roger Landry at 
Somerset St. Joseph Church to mark the arrival of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage.

Father Roger Landry, chaplain for the Seton Route of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage, 
carries the Blessed Sacrament through a cemetery at Somerset St. Joseph Church as the Seton 
Route arrives in the diocese.                                                          Photos courtesy Aaron Christy

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
made its first stop during a weeklong 
trek through the Diocese of Columbus on 
Monday at historic Somerset St. Joseph 
Church. 

Father Roger Landry, the priest chap-
lain on the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Route 
of the pilgrimage traveling from Con-
necticut to Indianapolis for the National 
Eucharistic Congress on July 17-21, hand-
ed off the monstrance with the Blessed 
Sacrament to Bishop Earl Fernandes at 
the entrance of the church to begin the 
evening.

Somerset, located in Perry County in 
the eastern part of the diocese, is where 
the first Mass in Ohio was celebrated 
more than 200 years ago by Bishop Ed-
ward Fenwick. The parish, the oldest in 
the state, is known as the “Cradle of Ca-
tholicism in Ohio.” 

The Blessed Sacrament was taken in-
side the church for Eucharistic Adoration 

before Bishop Fernandes celebrated Mass 
with Father Landry and other priests who 
were joined by deacons, seminarians and 
Dominican brothers. Altar servers in-
cluded students at Somerset Holy Trinity 
and Lancaster Fisher Catholic, Zanesville 
Bishop Rosecrans and Sheridan high 
schools.

An overflow congregation of more than 
400 from east-central and central Ohio 
squeezed inside the Gothic Revival-style 
church on the warm summer evening. 
Among them were the football and cheer-
leading squads from Bishop Rosecrans 
and religious sisters. 

“It was truly a privilege to be asked to 
be the first pilgrimage stop in the diocese, 
and it only made sense since St. Joseph 
Church is the oldest church in the state of 
Ohio, and the place of the first Mass ever 
celebrated in Ohio,” said Father Andre-Jo-
seph LaCasse, OP, the pastor of St. Joseph 
and Somerset Holy Trinity churches. “I 

was truly amazed by the hundreds of 
people who came to the all-day Adora-
tion and the Mass that Bishop Fernandes 
celebrated on the Solemnity of the Nativ-
ity of St. John the Baptist.

“Since St. Joseph is a small community 
of faithful Catholics, seeing the grounds 
and the people here all day was a great 
blessing. It certainly put St. Joseph Church 
in the news and exposed many people to 
the first Catholic Church in Ohio.”

The parish has been under the care 
of the Order of Preachers (Dominican 
Fathers of the Province of St. Joseph) 
throughout its history. The province’s no-
vitiate was formerly located in Somerset 
and many of its deceased friars are buried 
in the cemetery there. 

“More than 200 years ago, Bishop Ed-
ward Fenwick planted the first seeds of 
faith here in Somerset when the first 
Mass was offered in the state of Ohio,” 
Bishop Fernandes said in his homily. “For 

the people then, they could exclaim, ‘Je-
sus is here!’

“More than 200 years later, we too can 
raise our voices with theirs, saying, ‘Jesus 
is here!’ He is here, He is living, He is pres-
ent in the most Blessed Sacrament on the 
altar.”

After the Mass, Bishop Fernandes car-
ried the Blessed Sacrament outside the 
church to lead a Eucharistic procession 
around the grounds at St. Joseph while 
accompanied by the large contingent of 
followers who attended the Mass.

“What a blessing for our community 
to have the first stop of the pilgrimage 
in the diocese here at St. Joseph,” said 
Susan Saffell, whose family lives in Som-
erset and attends Mass at St. Joseph, the 
church where her parents were married. 
“It means so much to us.”

Cathy McClary, a parishioner at Junc-

National Eucharistic Pilgrimage arrives in Somerset

An evening Mass was followed by a Eucharistic procession through the grounds of Somerset St. 
Joseph Church on Monday, June 24, the Solemnity of St. John the Baptist. CT photos by Ken Snow  

See SOMERSET, Page 17

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE

The first stop on the Seton Route of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage in the diocese is at 
Somerset St. Joseph Church, where Father Roger Landry carries the Blessed Sacrament past a 
marker comemmorating the historic nature of the spot.
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National Eucharistic Pilgrimage stops in Newark

The Blessed Sacrament is carried through Newark, the second stop in the diocese for the Seton Route of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage, on Tuesday, June 25 after arriving in the diocese 
the previous day at Somerset St. Joseph Church. Mass with Father Roger Landry, chaplain on the Seton Route, and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament also took place at St. Francis de Sales and 
Blessed Sacrament churches in Newark. The pilgrimage proceeded to Pickerington St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish the following day.                              Photos courtesy St. Francis de Sales Church  

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE
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Rome is chaotic at its calmest, but three weeks work-
ing there in May suggested that the chaos has inten-
sified to what may be unprecedented levels. Public 
transport is regularly stymied by strikes. Graffiti is ev-
erywhere. As always, traffic is a nightmare, but the usu-
al insanities of Roman driving, (which include daredev-
il motorini drivers careening in and out of lanes) have 
been magnified by the rush to complete Line C of the 
local subway, which involves digging up large chunks 
of the city, often in already-congested places like Piazza 
Venezia. (Years ago, local wags of a theological temper 
said that the opening of Line C was an eschatological 
concept, i.e., something that would happen the day af-
ter Christ returns in glory. We shall see.) 

So, a word to the wise: If you’re planning a visit to 
the Eternal City in the next few months, don’t count on 
tranquility.

The all-court press to finish Metropolitana Linea C 
reflects the city administration’s determination to be 
prepared for the tens of millions of pilgrims expected 
in Rome for the Jubilee of 2025, which was formally an-
nounced by Pope Francis in the "bull of indiction" is-
sued on May 9, the Solemnity of the Ascension. Prior to 
that, however, Vatican and local diocesan agencies were 
issuing preparatory materials for the jubilee year. Some 
of them warrant comment.

First, the jubilee logo. 
It’s often said, and rightly, that in a world confused 

about truth and goodness, beauty, the third “transcen-
dental,” can be an invitation to reconsider modern 
skepticism and moral relativism. If we see (or hear) 
something beautiful, we know it’s beautiful in itself – 

it’s not a matter of “my” beauty or “your “beauty.” And 
we instinctively grasp that this beauty is good – not just 
“good for me.” Hans Urs von Balthasar built an entire 
theological edifice on the foundation of an extended re-
flection on God’s beauty: “the glory of the Lord.” Bishop 
Robert Barron’s Catholicism series is such a powerful 
tool of evangelization because it’s visually beautiful – 
and thus opens viewers up to Catholic ideas of the true 
and the good. 

Why, then, did the Vatican come up with such a tacky 
jubilee logo? Can’t the Catholicism that inspired Fra An-
gelico, Michelangelo, Raphael, Caravaggio and Henry Os-
sawa Tanner produce a beautiful logo rather than kitsch 
that looks like a sixth-grade art project? This aesthetic 
self-degradation began with the logo for the Great Jubi-
lee of 2000 and has continued ever since. Basta! If, in this 
world of marketing, we must have logos, let’s have beau-
tiful ones. For as Benedict XVI insisted, beauty is one of 
the “proofs” of the truth of Christian faith.

Then there are some of the preparatory materials cur-
rently being circulated by dioceses. One of them is a video 
entitled “Towards the Jubilee 2025.” The narration fails 
to use the words “Jesus Christ.” Yet, as the pope noted in 
his bull of indiction, 2025 is the 1,700th anniversary of 

the first ecumenical council, Nicaea I, which proclaimed 
in its Creed the divinity of Christ, “consubstantial with 
the Father,” against the Arian heretics who insisted that 
“there was a time when the Son was not.” As forms of Ar-
ianism are widespread today in the world and the Church 
– Jesus is a human exemplar, a spiritual guru, an avatar 
of a generic, divine will-to-save – Nicaea I’s confession of 
“one Lord, Jesus Christ: God from God, Light from Light, 
True God from True God” is an urgent reminder of the 
bedrock truth of Christian faith. Thus the absence of the 
words “Jesus Christ” from that Jubilee-2025 promotional 
video is, to put it gently, striking. 

Then there is the Hymn for the 2025 Jubilee. As con-
temporary Catholic music goes, it’s acceptable melod-
ically and the text is tolerable. But the official Jubilee 
2025 hymn has none of the robust, unapologetic Chris-
tocentrism of the hymn for the Great Jubilee of 2000, 
Gloria a Te, Christo Gesu [Glory to You, Christ Jesus]: at 
its most stirring when performed by Andrea Bocelli and 
the Chorus of Rome’s National Academy of St. Cecilia. 
Gloria a Te, Christo Gesu is entirely and intensely Chris-
tological, as befits a hymn composed for the celebration 
of the 2,000th anniversary of the Incarnation. So why 
the Christological reticence of the hymn for Jubilee 2025, 
which will mark the anniversary of the Church’s dogmat-
ic definition of the divinity of the Lord Jesus? What has 
happened to the Church over the past 25 years?

Now, as ever, the lesson of Acts 3:1-7 is pertinent. 
Like Peter speaking to the lame man in the Temple, the 
Church has nothing to offer but what is most important: 
“Jesus Christ of Nazareth.”

THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE
George Weigel
George Weigel is the Distinguished Senior Fellow at 
the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. 
George Weigel’s column ‘The Catholic Difference’ is syn-
dicated by the Denver Catholic, the official publication 
of the Archdiocese of Denver.

Only one name

 Near-death experiences (NDEs) are a complex set of 
phenomena that often include reports of leaving one’s 
body, seeing it from outside or above, passing through 
a tunnel of light, seeing various forms of illumination, 
experiencing the presence of deceased relatives and 
friends, and even sensing the presence of angelic or di-
vine beings. Between 12 and 15 percent of resuscitated 
heart attack patients report NDEs. 

Sometimes discussions of these experiences include 
spiritual interpretations and religious overtones, and 
some commentators have claimed that “near-death ex-
periences are certainly pronounced and conspicuous 
evidence of a transphysical soul” that we may use “to 
extract information about the afterlife.” Such strong 
claims, however, require further substantiation, even as 
they trigger vigorous discussion.

NDEs, to be clear, are not instances of a person actu-
ally dying and then returning from the dead to tell about 
it. If an individual were to die and return to life, there 
would have to be a supernatural explanation and cause. 
Human corpses do not come back to life, apart from the 
rare miraculous events surrounding the deaths of Jesus, 
Lazarus, the daughter of Jairus, the son of the widow 
and Nain, as we see in the Gospels. 

Human death always involves the key notion of irre-
versibility, which is to say: the irreversible cessation of 
circulatory and respiratory functions, or the irreversible 
cessation of all functions of the entire brain, including 
the brain stem, as explained in the 1981 Guidelines of the 
American Medical Association. NDEs involve situations 
that are reversible. They may be caused by physiological 
phenomena that arise as the human brain faces various 
stressors, like oxygen deprivation, rather than any prop-
erly supernatural phenomena.

While supernatural forces could, in theory, cause an 
NDE, explanatory entities should not be multiplied be-
yond necessity, as “Occam’s razor” counsels. The Church’s 
wisdom in evaluating such matters is that we should gen-

erally prefer a natural explanation for a phenomenon, un-
less and until the evidence for a supernatural explanation 
becomes truly compelling or overwhelming.

Rather than presupposing a supernatural explanation 
for NDEs, scientists have considered alternative expla-
nations by examining stressful, near-death situations 
and their effects on brain function. 

A 2023 Scientific American article notes how re-
searchers “analyzed EEG data from four comatose pa-
tients before and after their ventilators were removed. 
As the patients’ brains became deprived of oxygen, two 
showed an unexpected surge of gamma activity, a type of 
high-frequency wave linked to the formation of memory 
and the integration of information.” 

This raises the prospect that even in situations of severe 
hypoxia, certain brain functions may, at least briefly, oper-
ate in ways that could still affect thought and perception.

Dr. Kevin Nelson, a researcher who has studied near-
death experiences extensively, notes, “One of the most 
common causes of near-death experiences is fainting," 
which is able to generate a sense of being separated from 
your own body, or a feeling of euphoria. Researchers have 
also reported that a restriction of oxygen flow to the eye 
can sometimes result in an experience of tunnel vision.

Others have argued that central nervous system hal-
lucinatory mechanisms may contribute to NDEs. The 
well-known neurologist, Dr. Oliver Sacks, notes how 

migraine headaches can generate illusions or hallucina-
tions, which sufferers often describe as pulsating lights, 
shimmering illumination or fields of brightness.

Sacks has also described the work of Swiss neurosci-
entist Dr. Olaf Blanke, who was able to generate a hallu-
cination, “a ‘shadow person’ in a patient by electrically 
stimulating her left temporoparietal junction. ‘When the 
woman was lying down,’ Sacks reported, ‘a mild stimu-
lation of this area gave her the impression that someone 
was behind her; a stronger stimulation allowed her to de-
fine the [someone] as young but of indeterminate sex.’”

NDEs can also resemble drug-induced experiences, 
and many have noted the similarity of NDE accounts to 
essays written by conscious drug users about their ex-
perimentations and trips while using drugs like mush-
rooms, cannabis, LSD, ayahuasca, etc.

Sacks also offers the important observation that the 
reason hallucinations seem so real is that “they deploy 
the very same systems in the brain that actual percep-
tions do.” When a person is hallucinating a face, the 
fusiform face area, normally used to perceive and iden-
tify faces in the surrounding environment, is activated; 
when someone is hallucinating a voice, the auditory 
pathways are stimulated. It seems reasonable to believe 
that NDEs may rely on similar mechanisms. 

Sacks also raises the possibility that NDEs may not oc-
cur when individuals are actually suffering an absence 
of circulation to the brain or when they are trapped in 
a deep coma, but rather as they are surfacing out of the 
coma and their cortex is beginning to regain function.

Since it is difficult to verify the cause of an individual’s 
NDE, it is wise to use some caution around the interpre-
tation of such experiences. 

The most authoritative source of information about 
the afterlife remains the One who came from heaven, 
redeemed us through His suffering, death and resurrec-
tion, and who invites us to follow Him into eternal life.

Contextualizing near-death experiences
MAKING SENSE OUT OF 
BIOETHICS | Father Tad Pacholczyk
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, PhD, earned his doctor-
ate in neuroscience from Yale and did postdoctoral 
work at Harvard. He is a priest of the Diocese of 
Fall River, Massachusetts, and serves as director of 
education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.



July 14, 2024 CATHOLIC TIMES     7 

Dear Father,
My friend’s father was in the hospital on the East 

Coast. When she went to be with him while he was dy-
ing, a priest gave him some special blessing called a 
pardon. The priest said it was guaranteed to get him to 
heaven. The priest also gave that blessing to my friend 
and her husband. Can you explain more about this 
and how we can get it here in our church?

-Kate

Dear Kate,
It seems that what you are describing as the blessing 

that a priest gave to your friend’s father is the Apostolic 
Pardon. It is, indeed, a special blessing, but it is reserved 
for those who are very near death.

There are two forms of the Apostolic Pardon blessing. 
One is: “Through the holy mysteries of our redemption 
may almighty God release you from all punishments in 
this life and in the life to come. May he open to you the 
gates of paradise and welcome you to everlasting joy.”

The other formula is “By the authority which the Ap-
ostolic See has given me, I grant you a full pardon and 
the remission of all your sins in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Each of these prayers, in its own way, asks God for the 
remission of all the punishments due to sins. This refers 
to what we might call the remains of our sins, or the tem-
poral punishment due to sin.

First, however, we must repent of our sins. In so doing, 
we ask God’s forgiveness. If the sins are serious, known 
as mortal sins, then we must use the means that Christ 
gave us for divine forgiveness. It’s not merely a matter 
of an interior act such as wishing for forgiveness. God 
wants us to confess our sins through a priest, who sits in 

the person of Christ. God wants us to receive absolution 
from our mortal sins through the priest.

Second, we are to show signs of our repentance. The 
first sign is confession. The second sign of our contrition 
is the desire to make up for our sins or try to repair the 
effects of our sins. While we may be able to repair hav-
ing hurt a loved one, we can never repair the harm we 
have caused God’s infinite majesty. Jesus does this for us 
through the sacrament of penance.

Our serious sins can so disrupt our relationships or so 
destroy people and our world that we and others suffer 
the effects of those sins for a long time. We especially 
suffer those ripple effects in our own lives. By way of 
analogy, mortal sins cause our spiritual death, like a 
heart attack might. Confession is the restoration of our 
spiritual life, like a medical electric shock jump starts 
the heart. And as a new regimen of diet and exercise will 
be required after the heart attack, so with the soul. 

From the human side of things, we can do things to heal 
and deepen our friendship with God, such as prayer, mak-
ing reparation, and other holy deeds. The Apostolic Pardon 
is one of those ways to help heal the effects of our sins. The 
Pardon is a special prayer by which a priest asks God to par-
don all remaining effects of a person’s sins while the “work” 
of the dying person is to join his/her sufferings to Christ’s 

sufferings. Thus, suffering, and even death, is transformed 
into something holy, just like the exhaustion and pain of 
the runner in a race is “transformed” into a gold medal.

Every Catholic priest is able to give the Apostolic Par-
don, but only to someone at death’s door and is rightly 
disposed, namely, to be in friendship with God. The Ap-
ostolic Pardon is not a magical formula for an unrepen-
tant sinner to slip into heaven through the back door. 

Or is it a substitute for the sacraments of penance 
(confession) and anointing of the sick. Given a choice 
between receiving the sacraments and receiving the Ap-
ostolic Pardon, always go for the sacraments. 

That said, having received the sacraments, including Holy 
Communion for the last time (viaticum), and being properly 
disposed, the Apostolic Pardon is important because of its 
power to take away any remaining experience of purgatory. 

I’m concerned about something you said: that the 
priest gave the Apostolic Pardon to the daughter and 
son-in-law of the dying man. The Apostolic Pardon is 
not granted to non-dying persons. To give it in that sit-
uation is a false hope and could lead the so-called recip-
ients to think that their own purgatory was eliminated. 
The Church offers a multitude of indulgences in addi-
tion to the sacraments to help us take care of the tempo-
ral punishment due to our sins.

As for getting this here in Columbus … well, we al-
ready have it. We have the sacraments administered by 
our wonderful priests, morning, noon and night. Sac-
ramental grace, received with a heart desirous of union 
with God, is the guarantee of heaven, because God wants 
our union with Him more than we ever can desire it. Our 
priests give the Apostolic Pardon to Catholics on their 
deathbeds. We are blessed!

SACRAMENTS 101
Father Paul Jerome Keller, OP, S.T.D.
Father Paul Jerome Keller, O.P., S.T.D., director of 
the diocese’s Office of Divine Worship, is a priest of 
the Dominican Province of St. Joseph. His doctorate 
is from Rome in sacramental theology. He currently 
assists at Columbus St. Patrick Church.

A special blessing to guarantee heaven?

I share many check-in phone calls with my elderly fa-
ther and his typical sendoff is, “Keep the faith, MaryB.” I 
smile as I recall this because it is summer, and as we plan 
family vacation time, the phrase “keep the faith” came to 
mind. Thanks, Dad. Thanks, Jesus.

Vacations are typically taken as a time of rest. We are a 
green-light, just-keep-swimming culture and rest can be 
challenging to come by, especially with children along. 

I recently shared a conversation with a couple of friends 
who are in various stages of parenting as to how to cul-
tivate family rest time: find your own rest time, keep the 
faith alive, and perhaps, grow it while on family vacation.

Pope Francis once emphasized the importance of 
families wasting time together. Our everyday lives do 
not afford us time to do this as easily. As I plan a fam-
ily vacation, I try to remember to leave plenty of room 
for margin. It’s in the margin that sandcastles are built, 
marshmallows are roasted, card games begun and late-
night conversations shared. 

I also take prayer time to think about where each mem-
ber of my family is. I watch them to see how they find 
rest. I have one who loves nature, one who loves to read 
and draw, one who needs to sleep in the sun and one who 
loves to go and do things. So, I try to provide opportuni-
ties for all those things during the time we are away. Every 
day cannot meet everyone’s needs, but I think I can give 
some time for each to breathe and find rest.

In taking care of everyone, it’s easy to lose one’s own 
rest time during vacation. My kids range from ages 22 
to 11, and I am surprised by how differently I parent my 
youngest compared to how I parented the oldest at that 
same age. I have learned to be honest with my needs. “I 
am really hoping to have some time to read, take a nice 
nap and listen to the waves by the ocean,” I might say.

Our children are not insensitive. They have hearts and 
eyes to see and want to bless us just as much as we seek 

to bless them. I used to pour everything into my older 
kids on vacations and come back more depleted than 
when we left. Knowing now how important it is to mod-
el asking for what we need, I practice this whether on 
vacation or at home, and it works. 

Everyone is happy to give me time to rest on the beach, 
knowing that I will be a happier, more alive version of 
myself after that gift. My husband will likewise ask for 
some coffee and nature time. Our kids even help make 
the schedule to make sure everyone’s needs are met. 

Vacation time can provide an opportunity to grow your 
family’s faith. Depending on the ages, the car ride can be 
filled with praise songs, an audio book or a family rosary. 
(My kids even rap a decade in honor 
of their friend, Joe Melendrez). 

We have lots of family memories of 
attending Mass at different parishes 
and missions while on vacation. We 
have appreciated different architec-
ture at churches, beautifully painted 
statues and enjoyed how different 
cultures and ethnic groups worship 
the same Lord but in different ways. It 
opens their eyes.

Some families might have a mixed 
group of travelers, where some are 
practicing the faith and others are not. I 
have found that my taking time outside 
of the regular activities to quietly attend 

a daily Mass or grab a Holy Hour has spoken as a witness and 
invited more conversation than the uncomfortableness of 
worrying about who will be going, who will not. 

An invitation is always extended but always in charity. 
It is surprising how much a simple Holy Hour away from 
the everyday hustle and bustle fills my tank and gives me 
a spirit of peace. I typically leave these moments with a 
bit of a personal challenge to create more of these mo-
ments when back at home. 

Faith is the backbone of the family. Father Patrick Peyton 
reminds us, “The family that prays together, stays together,” 
and vacation is a great time away to reboot and begin again. 
There is rest in prayer. Not only can we “keep the faith,” as 
my father is fond of saying, but we can nurture and grow it.

May your vacations be a time of renewal and rest, 
drawing you and your family closer to the heart of Jesus. 

To read more of MaryBeth Eberhard’s writing, visit her 
website and subscribe for updates at www.marybethe-
berhard.com.

Keeping the faith while on family vacation
ALL THAT WE HAVE 
MaryBeth Eberhard
MaryBeth Eberhard writes about marriage, life 
experiences of a large family and special needs. She 
attends Sunbury St. John Neumann Church.
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The third day in the diocese for the 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage’s Seton 
Route was a special one for Father Roger 
Landry and Pickerington St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish.

The priest, who is serving as a chap-
lain on the two-month Eucharistic jour-
ney from Connecticut to Indianapolis 
for the National Eucharistic Congress 
next month, celebrated the 25th anni-
versary of his ordination at a Mass on 
Wednesday, June 26 at Seton Parish.

Father Landry, the Catholic chaplain 
at Columbia University in New York and 
a priest of the Diocese of Fall River, Mas-
sachusetts, served as the principal cele-
brant and homilist at the Mass.

In addition to concelebrating priests 
from the diocese, Father Landry was 
also joined on the altar by Father Tad 
Pacholczyk, the senior ethicist at the 
National Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia who also is a priest of the 
Diocese of Fall River celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of his ordination. His syndi-
cated column, Making Sense Out of Bio-
ethics, appears in The Catholic Times.   

After the Mass, Bishop Earl Fernandes 
offered a reflection and presented Father 
Landry a special papal blessing for his 
Silver Jubilee in recognition of his ser-
vice to the Church.

A Eucharistic procession around the 
parish grounds and a reception followed 
the Mass. The evening had begun with 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in 
the church.

The Seton Route’s visit to a parish 
with the same patroness gave the visit 
added significance for parishioners and 
pilgrims.

“I feel very thankful and blessed that 
the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage has 
stopped here,” said Justin Stone, a mem-
ber of the parish. “I’m pretty speechless 
about it. The Mass was awesome and the 
procession around the church was rev-
erent and beautiful.

“The fact that this leg of the pilgrim-
age bears the name Seton and that we 
are Seton Parish is significant, too. It was 
an amazing opportunity for me, my wife, 

Sarah, and our 2½-year-old son, Zach-
ary. It’s not often that your home parish 
has the chance to see everyone unite to-
gether for such a great celebration.”

Patti Wasserman, a member of the 
combined parishes of St. Michael the 
Archangel in Gibsonburg and St. Mary 
in Millersville, both in the Diocese of To-
ledo, traveled to Pickerington with four 
others who will be unable to attend the 
National Eucharistic Congress on July 
17-21 in Indianapolis.

“We have 21 people from our two 
small rural communities who are going 
to the revival there,” she said. “I saw that 

the Seton Route was coming to the Eliz-
abeth Ann Seton Church, so I knew we 
had to come here to be a part of it.” 

Spiwe Mavunga came from neigh-
boring Reynoldsburg St. Pius X Church 
and said, “The Eucharistic procession 
reminded me of when I was in Lourdes 
last October, when they were carrying 
the monstrance under the canopy. Oh, 
my goodness. It draws us close to the 
Lord. It was marvelous.”

On Thursday morning, June 27, pil-
grims and approximately 40 others 
joined a 2½-mile Eucharistic walk-
ing procession down busy Route 256 
to conclude the stop in Pickerington 
on the way to Columbus St. Catharine 
Church for Eucharistic adoration in the 
afternoon followed by a Holy Hour and 
evening Mass in Spanish celebrated by 
Bishop Fernandes at Columbus Christ 
the King Church.

Taking part in the procession that 
ended at a shopping plaza in the Co-
lumbus suburb were three visitors from 
out of state who came to Pickerington to 
experience the National Eucharistic Pil-
grimage.

Matthew Connolly of Duluth, Minne-
sota, said he met Christopher Doherty of 
Newton, New Jersey, and Emiliano Bell 
of Montague, New Jersey, while doing 
pro-life work for Good Counsel Mater-
nity Homes in the New York-New Jersey 
area.

Seton Route comes to Seton Parish on third day in diocese

A Eucharistic procession travels around the grounds at Pickerington St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Par-
ish after Mass on Wednesday, June 26 as part of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage’s Seton Route 
that went through the diocese during the week of June 24-30.                    CT photos by Ken Snow 

The National Eucharistic Pilgrim-
age’s Seton Route offered public witness 
alongside a busy road in Pickerington 
on Thursday, June 27, exposing Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament to hundreds of 

passersby during a 2 1/2-mile procession 
down State Route 256 that started at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish.

The previous day, the parish hosted 
Adoration, a Mass, an outdoor proces-
sion around its grounds and a reception 
as part of the National Eucharistic Pil-

grimage’s seven-day visit to the diocese 
en route to Indianapolis for the National 
Eucharistic Congress.

The Seton Route, which started in 
Connecticut in May, is one of four na-
tional routes from four regions of the 
United States headed to Indianapolis for 

the Congress.
“This is (the pilgrims’) first stop at a 

parish that is also named after their pa-
tron, which is one of the reasons they 
came here,” said Father Leo Connolly, 

Procession goes down busy Route 256 in Pickerington

A Eucharistic procession on Thursday morning, June 27 travels down Route 256 in Pickerington 
after leaving Seton Parish.                                 .                                         CT photos by Ken Snow

By Elizabeth Pardi

See ROAD, Page 23

Father Justin Alarcon, CRF, elevates the monstrance in a Pickerington shopping plaza at the end 
of a 2.5-mile walking route as part of the National Eucharistic procession on Thursday, June 27. 

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE

See SETON, Page 9
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The priest leading the St. Elizabeth Seton route of 
the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage says people’s reac-
tion to the event was far more enthusiastic than he had 
anticipated.

“We knew the pilgrimage would be giving witness to 
the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and expect-
ed a warm response, but have been amazed by the en-
thusiasm with which it has been greeted at every stop,” 
Father Roger Landry said.

“Through taking part in this event over two months, 
we will be witnesses to Christ’s Eucharistic love for 
the rest of our lives,” he said on Monday, June 24 from 
Somerset St. Joseph Church, the first of seven stops the 
pilgrimage made in Columbus on its way to the Nation-
al Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis on July 17-21. 

The Seton pilgrimage began May 17 in New Haven, 
Connecticut and traveled through parts of New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, the District of Co-
lumbia and West Virginia before arriving in the Diocese 
of Steubenville. From Columbus, it was to travel to the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati into Indiana, stopping at 18 
dioceses altogether.

Father Landry estimated 25,000 to 30,000 people 
had taken part in Masses, processions and other events 
during the pilgrimage’s first five weeks, with several 
thousand more reading daily updates on the pilgrim-
age blog.

“Our events filled churches large and small, includ-
ing New York City’s St. Pattrick’s Cathedral, which seats 
about 2,500 people. We would be happy if just one per-
son became a Eucharistic soul as a result of the pilgrim-
age, but we have every expectation that the impact was 
much greater than that.

“One of the events that most impressed me along the 
way was an outdoor Mass at St. Francis College in 
Loretto, Pennsylvania. It drew about 700 people, all 
of whom brought lawn chairs. That was more than 
we expected, and the sense was that these people 
were really ready to pray, not just to go to a Sunday 

Mass that happened to start at 7 p.m.,” he said.
“Another memorable occurrence came when the 

pilgrims left Manhattan and the Archdiocese of New 
York, crossed the Brooklyn Bridge into the Diocese of 
Brooklyn and handed the Eucharist to a group led by 
your former bishop, Robert Brennan.

“Crossing the bridge, taking the Eucharist from one 
group to another was to me a symbol of the path God 
took on becoming man in the person of Jesus Christ 
and of the Eucharist serving as a bridge between God 
and man,” Father Landry said.

“When plans for the congress and the current Na-
tional Eucharistic Revival were announced in 2022, I 
knew I wanted to do something special and memorable 
to show my love for the Eucharist. Talking with other 
priests, the idea of doing something like a charity walk-

athon came up. This wouldn’t be to raise money but to 
raise awareness of the Eucharist.

“We were catalysts for that idea. Once the plans for 
the four pilgrimages were made, I checked the calendar 
at Columbia University, where I’m chaplain, and found 
I could be part of the entire pilgrimage because school 
would be done, so I committed myself to it.”

Father Landry said he and the core group of pilgrims 
are getting an idea of what it must have been like for 
the apostles to travel with Jesus, stopping at a differ-
ent place to rest each night, then going back nn the 
road. Most of the pilgrims’ resting places have been at 
churches, schools or private homes, with only one or 
two hotel stops.

Father Landry is a native of Lowell, Massachusetts 
and a priest of the diocese of Fall River, Massachusetts, 
where he served as a pastor, newspaper editor and high 
school chaplain. He was part of the staff of the Holy 
See’s permanent mission to the United Nations from 
2015 to 2022, when he became chaplain at Columbia.

He was ordained a priest on June 26, 1999 and cel-
ebrated the 25th anniversary of his ordination during 
the pilgrimage stop at Pickerington St. Elizabeth Seton 
Parish.

“I wanted to be a priest for as long as I can remem-
ber,” he said. “At about age 4, I thought a priest was the 
luckiest person in the world because he could hold God 
between his fingers. That thought was a seed which 
eventually flourished.”

He said that besides celebrating Mass, the greatest 
joys of his priesthood come from hearing confessions 
and preaching. He was selected by Pope Francis to be a 
Papal Missionary of Mercy in 2015.

“I hope the best effect of this pilgrimage and jubilee 
will be to plant seeds of faith in people and see those 
seeds grow, with the result that eventually those peo-
ple will go on to plant the seed in others,” he said.

Priest says he’s amazed at pilgrimage’s impact
By Tim Puet
For The Catholic Times

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE

Father Roger Landry offers the homily at Seton Parish on June 
26 during a Mass on the 25th anniversary of his ordination to 
the priesthood.                                         CT photo by Ken Snow

“We heard about the pilgrimage and thought 
that, if we couldn’t get to the beginning of it, we 
would try to connect somewhere down the line, 
which was in Philadelphia” in late May and early 
June, Bell said.

“I caught up with Emiliano in Philadelphia be-
fore coming here and we’re going to continue on to 
Indianapolis,” Connolly said. “Along the way at the 
stops, we’ll be promoting the Gospel of Life.”

Doherty returned home from Pickerington but 
plans to reconnect with Connolly and Bell in India-
napolis for the National Eucharistic Congress.

Carrying the monstrance along part of the route 
was Father Justin Alarcon, CFR, a member of the 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal. Members of the 
religious order based in New York are actively par-
ticipating in all four U.S. routes of the 48-day Na-
tional Eucharistic Pilgrimage.

Father Alarcon shared what the community’s su-
perior general said about the pilgrimage. “If Jesus 
is going to walk on this continent, in his country, 
He will be followed every step of the way by a gray 
habit (of the order) and a pair of sandals.”

SETON, continued from Page 8
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After spending seven days in the Di-
ocese of Columbus, perpetual pilgrims 
traveling with the St. Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton Route of the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage have continued on with their 
journey, but their time in the diocese is 
likely unforgettable.

Father Roger Landry, the chaplain 
at Columbia University in New York, is 
leading the Seton Route, which is tra-
versing the eastern part of the United 
States with Christ in the Blessed Sac-
rament. Traveling the route are two 
priests, a brother, seminarian and five 
young adults serving as perpetual pil-
grims. They are joined by religious sis-
ters of the Daughters of Mary, Mother of 
Healing Love.

The Seton Route arrived in the Dio-
cese of Columbus on June 24. It was one 
of several dioceses the pilgrims visited 
along the eastern route, and perhaps, 
one of the most notable.

“Most places that we’ve gone, to be 
blunt, would have either extremely pi-
ous people organizing who love the 
Lord so much, and it’s really palpable, 
but without great organizational skills 
… or with fine people with extraordinary 
organizational skills but without that 
same type of devotion, until we got to 
Columbus,” Father Landry said during 
a picnic outside of Columbus St. Joseph 
Cathedral on Sunday, June 30.

“Columbus, we have had that sort of 
double gift, especially in Liz Christy and 
Marlon De La Torre and one of the best 
bishops in the country, Bishop Earl Fer-
nandes, who have brought to our time 
here both love that’s contagious as well 
as all the details already worked out, so 
we’re so grateful to the Diocese of Co-
lumbus.”

The Seton Route, one of four routes 
traveling across the country, departed 
from New Haven, Connecticut in May. 
The pilgrimage concludes in Indianapo-
lis on July 16 before the opening of the 
10th National Eucharistic Congress.

The pilgrims’ weeklong stay in the 
diocese was complete with Eucharistic 
processions, Holy Hours and Masses at 
various locations throughout the dio-
cese. Approximately 7,000 individuals 
participated in events with the Eucha-
ristic Lord before the route’s departure 
on June 30.

“Every single parish that hosted over 
the last week just gave their best,” said 
Christy, the associate director for the 
Department of Evangelization & Cat-
echesis. “Their pastors and their staff 
and their volunteers all came out.

“It really speaks to how amazing our 
diocese is and how much our pastors 
and our parish staff and our parishio-
ners want to be close to the Lord and 
want to share that with other people, 

and they were just so 
generous. 

“All those things 
combined – the na-
tional planning, the lo-
cal planning, generosi-
ty of parishes – came 
together so perfectly 
and just made it such 
a beautiful, impactful 
week.”

Christy helped 
lead the way for the 
pilgrims as they pro-
cessed around parish-
es and through various 
city streets throughout 
the diocese. She also 
located tabernacles 
for the repose of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Similar to St. John 
the Evangelist beating 
St. Peter to the tomb as 
the two raced on Eas-
ter morning, Christy 
ran to find a taberna-
cle for the Lord to rest 
after various Eucharis-
tic processions during 
the week.

“It was fun because 
I would try to race 
ahead of them to get 
there first and make 
sure the tabernacle 
was … ready and pre-
pared,” she said. “It 
was wonderful to lead 
the way for Jesus a lit-
tle bit. It was a really 
huge honor to get to 
make that happen for them.”

Somerset St. Joseph Church, the di-
ocese’s oldest parish, was the Seton 
Route’s first stop. The pilgrims also visit-
ed Newark and processed from Newark 
Blessed Sacrament Church to Newark St. 
Francis de Sales Church.

“It was a huge crowd of people of all 
ages – young and old – from the elder-
ly down to little babies being carried by 
their mothers or in strollers – a lot of 
just vibrancy in that procession,” Chris-
ty said of the pilgrims’ time in Newark.

“It was warm, and it didn’t stop any-
body, and people were singing and pray-

ing the rosary and adoring the Lord and 
carrying Him through the street. That 
was a really great day.”

The third day of the pilgrims’ visit in-
cluded an anniversary Mass for Father 
Landry, who celebrated his 25th anni-
versary of priestly ordination on June 
26, at Pickerington St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish. The following day includ-
ed Mass at Columbus Christ the King 
Church that Bishop Earl Fernandes cel-
ebrated in Spanish.

“The homilies that we got to experi-
ence from both the bishop and Father 
Landry were so beautiful and so Eucha-
ristic-focused and just a good reminder 
of our faith and why this is all so import-
ant,” Christy said.

Saturday, June 29, the Solemnity of Ss. 
Peter and Paul, drew the largest crowd 
of the week to Westerville St. Paul the 
Apostle Church. Christy said approxi-
mately 1,200 individuals were present.

The day included a Holy Hour, Mass, 
Eucharistic procession and Benediction, 
or blessing, of the Blessed Sacrament. 
A vocations fair was also offered at the 
church.

Private events during the week in-
cluded visits to Pickaway Correctional 
Institution, a state prison for men, and 
Mother Angeline McCrory Manor, a 
non-profit health care facility in Colum-
bus sponsored by the Carmelite Sisters 
for the Aged and Infirm.

“To see Father Landry and the pil-
grims bringing Jesus to those places 
was very overwhelming in a really good 
way,” Christy said.

A Holy Hour was held at the correc-
tional institute, and inmates had an 
opportunity to receive the sacrament of 
reconciliation. Priests heard confessions 
from all who desired to bring their sins 
to the merciful heart of Christ.

While priests were hearing the men’s 
confessions, religious sisters and pil-
grims present prayed the rosary and 
sang praise and worship songs, Christy 
said. After confession, there was a Mass 
and Eucharistic procession around the 
prison grounds.

“The soul of a penitent was never 
more revealing when I witnessed in-
mates from Pickaway County facility ex-
press their sincere repentance through 
the reception of the sacrament of recon-
ciliation to properly prepare to worship 
and receive our Lord Jesus Christ,” said 
De La Torre, the senior director for the 
Department of Evangelization & Cat-
echesis.

“That was really an impactful day, and 
then we were able to have some fellow-
ship with the men as well. We all were 
able to have coffee and doughnuts after 
everything and just talk with them a lit-
tle bit and just spend time with them,” 
Christy said.

“We were all given that beautiful gift 

Leaders reflect on special week in diocese
By Hannah Heil
Catholic Times Reporter

Bishop Earl Fernandes blesses the congregation at St. Joseph Ca-
thedral after an outdoor procession at the end of the National Eu-
charistic Pilgrimage's visit to the diocese. CT photos by Ken Snow 

Diocesan staff members and Bishop Earl Fernandes gather for a final photo with the pilgrims 
and clergy who are part of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage's Seton Route.

See LEADERS, Page 15

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE
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The priests,lay pilgrims and religious 
sisters on the Seton Route of the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage will have traveled 
through 18 dioceses and eight states by 
the time they make their way into India-
napolis for the National Eucharistic Con-
gress on July 17-21. 

Seven of the 60 days on the road from 
Connecticut to Indiana were spent in 
the Diocese of Columbus. The group left 
Monday, July 1 for the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati feeling a little weary but de-
termined to reach the finish line.

During those six days in the diocese, 
the pilgrimage brought Christ to the 
birthplace of Catholicism in Ohio at 
Somerset St. Joseph Church on June 24 
after their arrival from the Diocese of 
Steubenville; Pickaway Correctional In-
stitution in Orient; the Mother Angeline 
McCrory Manor in Columbus for the 
aged and infirmed on June 28; one of the 
largest parishes in the state, Westerville 
St. Paul the Apostle Church, on June 29; 
the mother church, St. Joseph Cathedral 
in downtown Columbus, on June 30 and 
to several other destinations.

At a gathering outside the Cathedral 
after Sunday Mass and a Eucharistic pro-
cession, the pilgrims and Father Roger 
Landry, the chaplain on the Seton Route, 
reflected on their time in the diocese.

“We've done the same things here as 
we've done in other places -- beautiful 
Masses, periods of Adoration, proces-
sions in the streets,” Father Landry said. 
“We were also for the first time in any 
of the four routes able to get inside of 
a prison and bring the Lord Jesus who 
came to set prisoners free into a place 
where he could give them that interior 
liberation to help them in a sense spir-
itually to break out of jail because he is 
the one who makes us free for freedom. 
The bishop and his whole team live out 
the corporal works of mercy, especially 
caring for those prisoners who often so 
forgotten.

“And so I just want you to know that 
there's something unique going on here 
in the Diocese of Columbus. God's really 
working. Jesus is very much loved. Never 
take that for granted.”

Dominic Carstens, a pilgrim who lives 
in Wyoming and attends Wyoming Cath-
olic College, summarized the time in the 
diocese as “wonderful.”

“Getting to go to St. Paul, the Mass was 
beautiful and we had a huge church with 
standing room only,” he said. “It’s that 
sort of witness of people coming out for 
the Lord is really what we love to see.

“And it’s not only the numbers, what’s 
more important is the depth of faith. And 
when we went to the prison, actually 
wherever you go, finding people that love 
the Lord so much and so deeply, the love 
of Christ can get through any wall or gate. 
He will go to you when you’re 95 years old 
living in a nursing home or when you’re 
incarcerated. And so just seeing the love 
of Christ manifest itself in people in both 

their joy and jubilation it’s just so special.” 
The visits to Pickaway Correctional 

and McCrory Manor were particularly 
memorable moments for him in the di-
ocese.

“Both were very profound in the sense 
that when Christ was on earth, He went 
to the outskirts of society … (and so) 
both into prison and in the elderly, that's 
where Christ that's where Christ be-
longs,” he said. “Every one of us has their 
own little place that we keep hidden 
away from society because we're scared 
-- our places of hurt and darkness. But 
Christ wants to come there too. 

“This pilgrimage is a visible manifesta-
tion of the most epic love story ever to 
exist. And so it just revives me and just 
reminds me interiorly of the true reality 
that we all participate.”

He said the pilgrimage has served as a 
constant reminder that Christ is present 
everywhere. Bringing Christ to the mar-
gins of society, not only to the prisons 
and the elderly but to the Kensington 
area of Philadelphia, where the pilgrims 
walked the streets with the Blessed Sac-
rament in a neighborhood that’s consid-
ered the drug capital of the world

“He doesn't want to just visit us in the 
nice, glamorous Manhattan,” Carstens 
said. “He wants to come to the Kensing-
tons. He wants to meet us and give us 
love to the deepest, darkest places.”

Zoe Dongas, a Filipino-American pil-
grim who lives in New York, also pointed 
to the prison and McCrory Manor as two 
of the highlights in the diocese for her.

“It was just beautiful to be with the 
people that are often forgotten, that 
the Lord so greatly desires to bless and 
to be with and particularly celebrating 
Mass in the correctional institution in a 
room that had bright lights and limited 
resources,” she said. “It was like being in 
any great cathedral or any great church 

because of the faith of the men and the 
presence of our Lord and that space.”

After the Mass and procession at the 
prison, the pilgrims were able to talk 
with the men, hear their stories and col-
lect prayer intentions. 

“My heart is really moved by their hon-
esty and their desire for Jesus, to be close to 
him, especially in the Eucharist,” she said.

Other highlights during the two-
month pilgrimage for her included a visit 
in May to the Statue of Liberty. The pil-
grims traveled by boat with the Blessed 
Sacrament and Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
of the Archdiocese of New York to Liber-
ty Island in New York Harbor.

“Just a really beautiful moment, a bless-
ing, with a statue that's meant to repre-
sent liberty with the One who gives us 
true liberation and true freedom, Jesus 
Christ,” she said. “Getting to do that with 
Cardinal Dolan and with our pilgrims -- a 
small group of people on a boat just as Je-
sus would be with his disciples – it was just 
so beautiful.”

She said the pilgrimage has allowed her 
to witness how different communities 
come together and how they worship in 
various styles, “but Jesus is at the center, 
and at the core of all of it all in the Eucha-
rist.

“It's been beautiful to witness the 
reverence people have for Jesus in the 
Eucharist. And I want to continue to 
cultivate that in my own life -- the im-
portance of Jesus in the Eucharist and to 
never take a moment with him or time 
with him for granted, to always like have 
him at the center of my own life and to 
have my life be a witness to the truth.”

Christoph Bernas, a seminarian in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh and a student at 
Franciscan University of Steubenville, 
was impressed with the turnouts and the 
organization at the parishes that hosted 
the pilgrimage, including the reception 

that Father Landry received when he cele-
brated the 25th anniversary of his ordina-
tion to the priesthood on June 26 at Pick-
erington St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish.

“Everywhere we went, there were a lot 
of people there,” he said. “People knew 
what was going on. People knew we were 
in town and they responded.

“It's been really powerful to see like 
how many people there are out in the 
pews who believe in the Real Presence 
because they can throw out all stats, but 
the fact that we're getting really large 
crowds to come on and adore the Lord 
with us is really powerful.”

Amayrani Higueldo, a native of Mex-
ico who lives in Philadelphia, found the 
pilgrimage to be more than just spending 
time with Jesus. Along the way, she met 
people from diverse backgrounds who 
shared a love for the Lord.

“There's something so unique and spe-
cial about this diocese,” she said. “One of 
my favorite experiences, where I received 
a lot of graces, was being able to go into a 
prison and just bring Jesus into that facility. 
… The walls really cannot limit his mercy.

“Just having them be a witness to me 
was such a great grace -- hearing your sto-
ries and being able to sit with them and 
just talk and share with them about what 
we're doing across our country. They were 
so excited and so happy to be a part of it.”

Dongas encouraged all who attended 
Masses, Adoration or processions during 
the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage to con-
tinue to be passionate in their love for the 
Lord. 

“And I want to thank all of the families 
who brought their children that are wit-
nesses to the importance of family life in 
the faith,” she said. “Please continue to 
share this pilgrimage with your family 
members. Bring your children to church 
because it is the heartbeat of our faith.”

Pilgrims point to prison visit as special moment 

Christoph Bernas (second from left), one of the National Eucharistic Pil-
grimage pilgrims, and Sister Mary Fatima Pham, DMML, of the Daugh-
ters of Mary, Mother of Healing Love, talk with inmates Phillip Whitak-
er (left) and Joseph Schmitt (right) at Pickaway Correctional Institution 
on Friday, June 28.                                                  CT photo by Ken Snow

Father Roger Landry carries the Blessed Sacrament outside Somerset 
St. Joseph Church while accompanied by the pilgrims who are part of 
the Seton Route of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage from its begin-
ning in Connecticut in May to its end in Indianapolis this month. St. Jo-
seph Church was the first stop in the diocese on Monday, June 24, after 
leaving the Diocese of Steubenville.          Photo courtesy Aaron Christy

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE
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Father Roger Landry, chaplain for the Seton Route of the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage, carries the monstrance from the van used 
to transport the Blessed Sacrament. Pilgrims kneel after their ar-
rival in the diocese at Somerset St. Joseph Church on June 24.             
                                                            Photo courtesy Aaron Christy

The third day of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage's visit to the 
diocese was spent at Pickerington Seton Parish, where all-day 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament was followed by a Mass and 
outdoor procession on Wednesday, June 26. CT photo by Ken Snow

The Blessed Sacrament is placed on the altar for Adoration during the National Eucharistic Pil-
grimage at Columbus Christ the King Church on Thursday, June 27. Photo courtesy Andy Long

Father Roger Landry carries the Blessed Sacrament along Route 256 in Picker-
ington on Thursday morning, June 27 after leaving Seton Parish for a 2 1/2-mile 
procession on the way to the National Eucharistic Pilgrimate's next stop. 
                                                                                                   CT photo by Ken Snow

At the Pickaway Correctional Institution on Friday, June 28, Bishop Earl Fernandes holds the monstrance as 
the incarcerated men, National Eucharistic Pilgrimage priests and pilgrams and staff members kneel.
                                                                                                                                                      CT photo by Ken Snow

The second day of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
in the diocese included a Eucharistic procession along a 
street in Newark on Tuesday, June 25.
                            Photo courtesySt. Francis de Sales Church  

Hector Sandoval knees to receive Communion from Bishop Earl Fernandes during Mass at Pick-
away Correctional Institution during the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage.CT photo by Ken Snow
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Sisters kneel during to pray one of the decades of the rosary during the procession around St. 
Joseph Cathedral on Sunday, June 30, the final day for the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage in the 
diocese.                                                                                                          CT photo by Ken Snow 

Bishop Earl Fernandes kneels behind St. Joseph Cathedral as the National Eucharistic Pilgrim-
age van carrying the Blessed Sacrament prepares to depart. Photo courtesy Liz Christy

Marina Frattaroli, one of the perpetual pilgrims on the National Euchaistic Pilgrimage's Seton 
Route, speaks while the Blessed Sacrament is exposed on the altar at Westerville St. Paul the 
Apostle Church on Saturday, June 29. Photo courtesy Andy Long 

Bishop Earl Fernandes incenses an altar where the fourth decade of the rosary is prayed in 
Spanish during a procession in downtown Columbus on Sunday, June 30. CT photo by Ken Snow

A Mass is celebrated during the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage vist to Columbus St. Charles 
Preparatory School on Friday, June 28.                                                    Photo courtesy Liz Christy 

Father Roger Landry holds the monstrance 
for a resident at the Mother Angeline McGrory 
Manor in Columbus during a holy hour with 
the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage on Friday, 
June 28. Photo courtesy Liz Christy

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage comes to 

Columbus St. Catharine Church for a holy hour 

with the Blessed Sacrament on Thursday af-

ternoon, June 27. Photo courtesy Liz Christy
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The fourth day of the National Eucha-
ristic Pilgrimage’s Seton Route featured 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
a Mass in Spanish celebrated by Bishop 
Earl Fernandes at Columbus Christ the 
King Church on Thursday evening, June 
27.

Earlier in the day, there was a Eucha-
ristic procession in Pickerington before 
the pilgrimage shifted to Columbus St. 
Catharine Church for a Holy Hour with 
the Lord Jesus, prayers at Planned Parent-
hood on East Main Street and then on to 
Christ the King.

Ten priests concelebrated the Mass 
with Bishop Fernandes. The congrega-
tion included the pilgrims traveling from 
Connecticut to Indianapolis and religious 
sisters from various orders that serve the 
diocese in Hispanic ministry and through 
various apostolates. 

Christ the King parishioners and visi-
tors said they felt blessed to have the pil-
grimage come to them.

“It is an honor to have been here,” said 
Jose Avalos, a church leader. “It is won-
derful to feel the presence and I am very 
grateful to God. It is something unique 
and I think that all the parishioners have 
enjoyed it a lot, in the glory of our Lord 
Jesus.”

“It was very beautiful, and I connected 
a lot with the pilgrimage because I never 
felt what I felt today in other worships 
in the church,” said Angela Ramirez, a 
15-year-old altar server. “Being the bish-
op here, it made me reflect more on my 
relationship with God.”

Maria Amaro, a hospitality group 
member, said, “I really liked the pilgrim-
age because I felt God's presence a lot this 
afternoon. I have invited you, brethren, 
to seek our God and that more pilgrim-
ages may continue to take place, so that 
God may always have us in His hands. He 
always wants to take care of us, but we 
don't let him. I ask God to guide us in the 
right way.”

Isabel Rivas, a Christ the King parish-

ioner for 18 years, said she had not ex-
perienced an event like this one. “This is 
something very exciting and beautiful. 
Through this event, more people can 
be invited to integrate and learn,” she 
shared.

Lupita Ramirez, a parish leader and 
Hispanic choir member, said she also had 
never witnessed anything similar in the 
church. She has been at Christ the King 
for 15 years and became Catholic 20 years 
ago.

“It is a very special and great experi-
ence,” she said. “I followed the pilgrim-
age since it began. For me, who grew up 
in another denomination, I have had very 
great experiences with Eucharistic adora-
tion and especially at this time.”

Javier Negrete, a Hispanic youth group 
leader who has been at Christ the King 
for a year, was excited to see young peo-
ple witness such a big moment when the 
parish family is united in heart with Jesus.

“It is extremely important as a parish 
to express our faith publicly and to wel-
come our brothers and sisters who are 
not necessarily part of this parish,” he 
said. “Professing our faith in a public way 
is important and you don't know who can 
see and witness what is happening. Who 
knows that a heart comes and has that 
encounter with Jesus.”

Avalos believes that the National Eu-
charistic Pilgrimage and National Eu-
charistic Congress in Indianapolis this 
month will rekindle faith in the Real Pres-
ence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

“It is something that reaches all ears 
and especially all hearts that come close,” 
he said. “It will be very helpful to feel 
God’s presence so close.”

Angela Ramirez agreed that other Eu-
charistic events will bring more Catholics 
to believe in the Real Presence.

“I think people don’t have that strength 
yet,” she said, “but being here living it, 
they're going to feel that connection and 
faith can increase. May the Lord continue 
to prosper in every person who has come 

and so more people will be present prais-
ing Him.” 

Several members of the parish ex-
pressed a desire to have more opportu-
nities for Christ, truly present in the Eu-
charist, to be made known in the public 
square.

“It would be very nice if it were done 
every year,” Rufino Tolentino said. 

“It's a great blessing,” said Jorge Guil-
tron, a parish leader. “God is good and 
I believe that He wants you to do more 
things and give more. He is there and this 
is something that lifts us up.” 

“The more noise we Catholics make 
with these processions, the more people 
will know about it,” Lupita Ramirez said

Several parishioners said that one of 

the evening's highlights were seeing so 
many visitors in attendance and also was 
a testimony about faith in the Eucharist 
by Amayrani Higueldo, a native of Mexico 
and one of the young people traveling on 
the Seton Route as the pilgrim.

“At that moment, I thought of my 
young children and other young people, 
the way the world is and how it is leading 
them to worldly things and moving them 
away from God,” Rivas said. 

Guiltron was moved by seeing such 
reverence for the Eucharist, especially 
from Bishop Fernandes.

“How the bishop smiled when he ele-
vated the Blessed Sacrament, you can see 
how in love he is with Our Lord,” Guiltron 
said.

Pilgrimage visit to Christ the King features Spanish Mass

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage stop at Christ the King Church began with time for prayer 
in front of the Blessed Sacrament.                                                      Photos courtesy Andy Long

The evening sunlight shines down through the stained glass windows at Columbus Christ the 
King Church during a National Eucharistic Pilgrimage Mass on Thursday, June 27. 

Bishop Earl Fernandes carries the Blessed Sacrament out of Christ the King Church after Mass 
to the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage van.                                         Photos courtesy Andy Long

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE

The Blessed Sacrament is returned to the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage van as priests and 
the faithful kneel at Christ the King Church,



July 14, 2024 CATHOLIC TIMES     15 

Friday/Saturday, August 2 & 3 (6 pm-11 pm)
JOIN US FOR DELICIOUS ITALIAN AND LEBANESE FOOD: 

OLV’s Famous Fish Fry dinner (Friday) and a Delicious Pasta Dinner (Saturday)
LIVE BANDS:  Friday - Trans Fat Orchestra; Saturday - Street Players

Fun games for kids, teens and adults and The Best Silent Auction in town
Credit cards acepted

PARISH RAFFLE: TOTAL RAFFLE PRIZE $3000
1ST PRIZE $2,000 | 2nd PRIZE $500 | 3rd PRIZE 5 $100 winners

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage’s 
Seton Route came to Westerville St. Paul 
the Apostle Church on the next-to-last 
day of its weeklong visit through the di-
ocese for Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, a Mass celebrated on the Solemni-
ty of Ss. Peter and Paul and a Eucharistic 
procession around the campus.

Afterward, a vocations fair was held in 
the Klinger Center adjacent to the dio-
cese’s largest church.

A large congregation estimated at 
1,200 attended the Mass on the solemni-
ty of the parish’s patron with Bishop Earl 
Fernandes as the principal celebrant. 
He was joined by Father Roger Landry, 
a chaplain traveling with the pilgrims 
on the Seton Route from Connecticut to 
Indianapolis, and nine other priests on 
the altar.

Father Landry and several perpetu-
al pilgrims presented talks during the 
morning, which began with Adoration.

“The Eucharistic Procession on our 
parish grounds was a profound experi-
ence,” said Father Jonathan Wilson, the 
parish’s pastor, in a social media post. 
“The presence of the Seton Route Per-
petual Pilgrims and participation from 
our parish and beyond made this histor-
ic day truly special.”

Lay pilgrims, two priests and four sis-
ters are traveling the entire distance of 
the Seton Route, which started in May 
in Connecticut and ends in Indianapolis 
with the National Eucharistic Congress 
on July 17-21. Three others routes that 
are part of the National Eucharistic Pil-

grimage started in the west, south and 
north regions of the United States.

Assisting the priests and deacons on 
the altar were members of the Knights 
of the Holy Temple, a group of young 
men at the parish who are dedicated to 
reverently serving for Masses and other 
liturgical events.

“We've done Eucharistic processions 
here before, but nothing of this magni-
tude and you could definitely feel the 
gravity of it and just how it affected peo-
ple,” said Jacob Reash, one of the servers. 
“I looked back one time (during the pro-
cession) and seeing everybody following 
it was just a witness of faith and such a 
cool experience for everybody.

“We've had (processions) at Corpus 
Christi before, but this one was definite-
ly something different and special for 
sure.”

Love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment was evident during the morning 
visit of National Eucharistic Pilgrimage, 
which is part of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ three-year National 
Eucharistic Revival campaign to enliven 
belief in the Real Presence of Christ in 
the ucharist.    

“It was such a cool witness of faith to 
see all the people show up, said Isaac 
Reash, another server with the Knights 
of the Holy Temple. “And just the mag-
nitude of the responses … it really did 
feel like Christ was present. … It did 
strengthen the belief in the True Pres-
ence of Christ.”

Pilgrimage draws 1,200 
to Westerville St. Paul 

A large turnout estimated at 1,200 is on hand for a Mass at Westerville St. Paul the Apostle 
Church on Saturday, June 29, the Solemnty of Ss. Peter and Paul, that followed Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament durng the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage.  

The outdoor Eucharistic procession stops outside Westerville St. Paul the Apostle Church for a 
period of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE

An outdoor National Eucharistic Pilgrimage procession follows Mass at Westerville St. Paul the 
Apostle Church on Saturday, June 29.                                                  Photos courtesy Andy Long 
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you His peace, His mercy and love. He 
wants to bring you that peace which the 
world cannot give. And, so, in a way, we 
are grateful for the opportunity to be 
here, to be with you.”

He continued, “Jesus has come here to 
heal you, to cleanse you, to make you fit 
for worship, so that you may offer your 
gift of a humble, contrite heart, the gift 
of a changed life -- a gift that, when 
changed by the love and mercy of Jesus, 
enables you to change the lives of others 
here.

“Jesus offers that opportunity to all of 
you who are here on a longer-term ba-
sis, to all of us who get to walk around 
breathe the fresh air — all of these 
things Jesus offers for us because He is 
merciful, because He is kind and be-
cause He loves us. But while Jesus offers 
us His mercy, He offers us something 

even more precious: his flesh and blood 
for the life of the world, in the Holy Eu-
charist, in the Holy Communion. … 

“In the Eucharist, God is close. He is 
close to His people and He wants to be 
with you, here in the Diocese of Colum-
bus and here in Pickaway Correctional.”

After the Eucharistic procession, the 
priests and pilgrims spent time talking 
with the men and getting to know their 
stories.

“When we went to the prison, wher-
ever you go, finding people that love the 
Lord so much and so deeply shows that 
the love of Christ can get through any 
wall and gate,” said Dominic Carstens, 
one of the pilgrims, after the prison visit. 
“He will go to you when you're 95 years 
old living in a nursing home or when 
you're incarcerated.”

Brian Thoma, who has served nearly 

nine years of a 28-year prison sentence, 
celebrated his 50th birthday on the day 
of the pilgrimage.

“For this (the visit by the National 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage) to happen, it’s 
special,” he said. “It helps us realize that 
there are people out there who do care 
about us, they haven’t forgotten about 
us. It’s uplifting. It’s good for the spirit.”

Thoma, a cradle Catholic who said he 
was an altar server and attended Cath-
olic grade and middle school, attends 
Mass in the prison chapel on a regular 
basis and Adoration on the first Satur-
day of every month.

“Having Jesus present on this day is a 
real gift,” Thoma said. “The first thing I 
did after being incarcerated at CRC (Cor-
rectional Reception Center of the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and Cor-
rection) was to find a Catholic chaplain. 

And I got into confession and started 
going to Mass regularly there. And when 
I got transferred here (Pickaway Correc-
tional Institution), same thing.

“It’s helped me out. It’s something that 
keeps me grounded, staying in the faith. 
I know that Jesus loves me. If anything, 
you've got to keep the faith, and that’s 
what I’ve been trying to do. It helps me. 
Helps me along. Helps my day to day.” 

Josue Puga spent time visiting with 
the pilgrims and explained that he grew 
up Catholic and was raised in the faith 
by his parents. He said he attends Mass 
regularly in the chapel.

“(Faith) gives me peace and keeps me 
going day by day and helps me feel the 
Holy Spirit in my life,” he said. “I know 
Jesus will always be by my side and guide 
me in the right way.”

PRISON, continued from Page 3

Saturday, July 27 
5-11 p.m. 

Friday, July 26
6-11 p.m.

Join us for delicious food, live entertainment, bingo, inflatables,
games for kids, raffle, silent auction, and great community!

Can’t make it to the festival in person? You can participate in the
silent auction virtually! Visit: ICFestival2024.givesmart.com

Join us for the 2024 Festival on North Broadway!

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE
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FRIENDS OF THE JOSEPHINUM

4-MILER
RUN/WALK

Register now at m3ssports.com

PRESENTED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE JOSEPHINUM 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2024

PONTIFICAL COLLEGE JOSEPHINUM

7625 NORTH HIGH STREET

Packet pickup: 7:30am | Start time: 9am
Swag: All participants receive bread and a bottle of wine, or 

bread and a jar of Trappist Monastery jam.

Family rate: 
Save $5 per person when registering at least  

3 participants at one time.

SUPPORTING THE SEMINARIANS 

Event parking provided at Crosswoods Center I office park located  
at 100 Crosswoods Blvd. Jessing Center parking may be used  

by those with small children, or mobility challenges.

Parishes plan local devotions
during Eucharistic Congress

Parishes in the diocese will offer special prayer and devotional 
times for those who cannot attend in person the National Eucha-
ristic Congress taking place July 17-21 in Indianapolis.

The following were reported to The Catholic Times:
St. John the Baptist Parish, which comprises Mount Vernon St. 

Vincent de Paul and Danville St. Luke churches, will recite Litur-
gy of the Hours prayers during its regularly scheduled Eucharistic 
Adoration according to the following schedule: 

St. Luke Church: Evening prayer, 5:30 p.m. July 16; Office of 
Readings and morning prayer, 9:30 a.m. July 17. St. Vincent de Paul 
Church: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and daytime prayer, 
3 p.m. July 18; evening prayer, 6 p.m. July 18; Office of Readings and 
morning prayer, 9 a.m. July 19; evening prayer followed by Bene-
diction, 5 p.m. July 19; Mass, 5:30 p.m. July 19. 

Worthington St. Michael Church, 5750 N. High St., will have 40 
hours of Eucharistic Adoration from 9 a.m. Saturday, July 20 to 6 
a.m. Monday, July 22.

To sign up for an hour of Adoration, go to https://stmi-
chaelchurchwor.flocknote.com/signup/170632.\

Columbus Holy Spirit Church, 4383 E. Broad St., is planning all-
day Adoration from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. on July 16-19.

Check parish websites, social media or bulletins for other 
events taking place in diocesan churches during the National Eu-
charistic Congress.

For anyone attending the Congress, Deacon Carl Calcara of Sun-
bury St. John Neumann Church will be there as an exhibitor with 
his Mission of the Seventy-Two apostolate. He encourages attend-
ees to stop by to learn more and to help promote his mission.

tion City St. Patrick Church in Perry County, was 
one of many from outside the parish who came 
to Somerset for the Mass and procession. Among 
those traveling to Somerset were parishioners at 
Columbus St. Patrick Church, which, like St. Joseph 
Church, is staffed by Dominican friars. 

“I wanted to be a part of the pilgrimage, which is 
outstanding,” McClary said. “I loved every minute of 
Adoration, Mass and the procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament that followed. Seeing so many people here 
loving Jesus really gives me hope -- tremendous hope.”

Father Don Franks, a retired priest of the diocese 
whose family has roots in the Somerset area, re-
flected on the historic nature of the stop at St. Jo-
seph Church.

“Bishop Fernandes was truly anointed tonight as 
he talked about how, in 1808, the first Mass was cel-
ebrated here in Somerset,” Father Franks said. “The 
faith of those who have deep connections to this 
church community is still very strong, and it’s alive. 
It’s filled with the love of Jesus.”

The Seton Route of the National Eucharistic Pil-
grimage, which includes five young adults known 
as “perpetual pilgrims” and four religious sisters 
who are traveling more than 1,100 miles in 65 days, 
continued through the diocese until Sunday, June 
30, making a number of stops along the way before 
moving on to the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.

“As we begin this pilgrimage in the Diocese of Co-
lumbus, He fills us with His grace, He fills us with 
the Holy Spirit that we might bear witness to Him, 

to the God who is love, whose love is stronger than 
death, and whose love comes to us through the 
Blessed Sacrament,” Bishop Fernandes said in his 
homily.

The St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Route of the Nation-
al Eucharistic Pilgrimage began on the East Coast 
in May and has traveled through eight states and 
the District of Columbia. Its most recent stop be-
fore arriving in the Diocese of Columbus was in the 
Diocese of Steubenville, where one of the Eucharis-
tic events featured the Blessed Sacrament traveling 
down the Ohio River on a boat.

Three others pilgrimage routes, which form a 
cross across America with Indianapolis in the center 
as the final destination for the National Eucharistic 
Congress on July 17-21 at Lucas Oil Stadium, started 
in Minnesota (Marian Route), California (St. Junipe-
ro Serra Route) and Texas (St. Juan Diego Route).

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Na-
tional Eucharistic Congress were initiated by the 
U.S. Catholic bishops as a means to help revive and 
restore belief that Christ is truly present in the Eu-
charist.

“Many visitors came for all-day Adoration and 
the Holy Mass, which I think impressed upon our 
own parishioners a renewed devotion to the Holy 
Eucharist and the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass,” Father LaCasse said. “It was truly a 
memorable day for the Catholic community of St. 
Joseph’s here in Somerset.” 

SOMERSET, continued from Page 4

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE
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Amos 7:12–15
Ps. 85:9–10, 11–12, 13–14

Ephesians 1:3–14
Mark 6:7–13

Many in the Church today who are 
most fervent in their faith seem to have 
missed the instructions that Jesus gave 
to His Apostles as He sent them out two 
by two. Jesus expressed the kind of re-
sponse that was meant to be given when 
the message they were preaching in His 
Name was not being accepted. 

“Wherever you enter a house, stay 
there until you leave. Whatever place 
does not welcome you or listen to you, 
leave there and shake the dust off your 
feet in testimony against them.”

Notice that Jesus did not tell them to ar-
gue or even try to persuade beyond the ini-
tial proclamation. He invited them to leave 
the conversion sought for another day.  

An interesting note: to shake the dust 
from the feet was a visual action that did not 
need words to be interpreted. It was not nec-
essarily an expression of anger but a “testi-
mony,” an act with prophetic meaning. 

Prophets in the Hebrew tradition gave 
the “Word of the Lord” in both speech and 
symbolic actions. The latter played the 
same function as the parables in the Lord’s 
proclamation to the crowds that He later 
explained to His disciples at home.

Most modern translations take this pro-
phetic action as completely negative as we 
hear in the New American Bible, “Shake the 
dust off your feet in testimony against them.” 

However, the Greek words can be un-
derstood differently. They are translit-
erated: ektinaxate ton choun ton hupo-
katō tōn podōn humōn eis marturion 
autois. The literal meaning is, “Shake 
the dust which is under your feet as wit-

ness (martyrdom) to them.”  
Thus, it is more about the disciples 

learning how to relate to others who 
express hostility toward them than a 
judgment of those who refuse to hear. 
Shaking the dust from under their feet is 
a symbolic action that would appear to 
mean that the disciples had never been 
there at all, leaving room for testimony – 
perhaps by others – at a future date. 

Jesus Himself often experienced rejec-
tion, but after His Resurrection, some of the 
very places that first sent Him away without 
a hearing became the first to respond to the 
Gospel. Martyrdom is the seed of belief. 
The Apostles are being taught to die to 
themselves even as they proclaim the truth.

The proclamation and the actions that 
Jesus instructs the Twelve to offer are in-
tended to prepare the way for Him to vis-
it. They are not to give something of their 
own, but simply to preach repentance 
and to drive out demons and heal the sick 
with the power Jesus shared with them.

In our day, many religious encounters 
are likely to miss the central message. 
They devolve into disagreements about 
words and gestures that are not at all 
“salvation issues.” 

Instead of driving out demons and 
healing divisions, they are more likely 
to drive wedges between people who 
disagree about externals. Two who are 
supposed to be walking with each other 
in agreement as a witness of love instead 
come across as divided by their faith.

The Christian witness is meant to be 

different. Paul cites a hymn in the Letter 
to the Ephesians that presents this vision. 

“In Him we have redemption by His 
blood, the forgiveness of transgressions, 
in accord with the riches of His grace that 
He lavished upon us. In all wisdom and in-
sight, He has made known to us the mys-
tery of His will in accord with His favor 
that He set forth in Him as a plan for the 
fullness of times, to sum up all things in 
Christ, in heaven and on earth. In Him we 
were also chosen, destined in accord with 

the purpose of the One who accomplishes 
all things according to the intention of His 
will, so that we might exist for the praise 
of His glory, we who first hoped in Christ.”

May we live the mystery revealed to us 
and proclaim it in word and action. May 
the world hear from us a united witness 
of reconciliation and love. May our feet 
walk in the healing power of Jesus to of-
fer a new vision for the world.

“Lord, let us see Your kindness, and 
grant us Your salvation.”

'There is nothing I shall want’ with Christ present in the Eucharist
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year B

THE WEEKDAY BIBLE READINGS
7/15-7/20
MONDAY

Isaiah 1:10-17
Psalm 50:8-9,16-17,21,23

Matthew 10:34—11:1

TUESDAY
Isaiah 7:1-9

Psalm 48:2-8
Matthew 11:20-24

WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 10:5-7,13b-16
Psalm 94:5-10,14-15
Matthew 11:25-27

THURSDAY
Isaiah 26:7-9,12,16-19

Psalm 102:13-21
Matthew 11:28-30

FRIDAY
Isaiah 38:1-6,21-22,7-8
Isaiah 38:10-12,16 (Ps)

Matthew 12:1-8

SATURDAY
Micah 2:1-5

Psalm 10:1-4,7-8,14
Matthew 12:14-21

7-22/7-27
MONDAY

Songs 3:1-4b or
2 Corinthians 5:14-17

Psalm 63:2-6,8-9
John 20:1-2,11-18

TUESDAY
Micah 7:14-15,18-20

Psalm 85:2-8
Matthew 12:46-50

WEDNESDAY
Jeremiah 1:1,4-10

Psalm 71:1-4a,5-6b,15,17
Matthew 13:1-9

THURSDAY
2 Corinthians 4:7-15

Psalm 126:1-6
Matthew 20:20-28

FRIDAY
Jeremiah 3:14-17

Jeremiah 31:10-13 (Ps)
Matthew 13:18-23

SATURDAY
Jeremiah 7:1-11

Psalm 84:3-6,8,11
Matthew 13:24-30

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Father Timothy Hayes
Rev. Timothy M. Hayes is the pastor of 
Granville St. Edward the Confessor Church.

Walking as a witness to love
15th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year B

Jeremiah 23:1–6
Psalm 23:1–3, 3–4, 5, 6

Ephesians 2:13–18
Mark 6:30–34

“I myself will gather the remnant of 
my flock from all the lands to which I 
have driven them and bring them back to 
their meadow; there they shall increase 
and multiply. I will appoint shepherds 
for them who will shepherd them so that 
they need no longer fear and tremble; and 
none shall be missing, says the LORD.”

The relationship between God and the 
world is quite different from the impres-
sion that many have. It is proverbial to 
characterize God as having undergone 
“a change in attitude” between the Testa-
ments. However, the Hebrew Scriptures 
present God as One who has always de-
sired to share life with His people, a God 
of compassion, love and tenderness, not 
a God of vengeance and punishment.

God intends us for a destiny that goes be-

yond what this world offers. Where there 
has been division, God has revealed, first 
through the shepherds and prophets who 
were men after God’s own heart, and finally 
through Jesus Christ His Son, there will be 
unity. The Letter to the Ephesians affirms 
this: “For he is our peace, he who made both 
one and broke down the dividing wall of en-
mity ... that he might create in himself one 
new person in place of the two, thus estab-
lishing peace, and might reconcile both with 
God, in one body, ... He came and preached 
peace to you who were far off and peace to 
those who were near, for through him we 
both have access in one Spirit to the Father.”

The compassion of Jesus for the crowds 
who followed Him and His disciples, when 
they were seeking to find rest for them-
selves after a time of strenuous ministry, 
reveals God’s own heart. “When he disem-
barked and saw the vast crowd, his heart 
was moved with pity for them, for they 
were like sheep without a shepherd; and 
he began to teach them many things.”  

Our Sunday Gospels in the next several 
weeks will come from the Gospel of John, 
chapter 6, which is known as the “Eucha-
ristic Discourse.” As a practical matter, this 
move from Mark 6 to John 6 serves to give 
examples of Jesus’ teachings, where Mark is 
content to simply indicate that “He began 
to teach them many things.” It also allows 
the Year of Mark to have a full complement 
of readings that would otherwise be diffi-
cult since Mark has only 16 chapters.  

The discourse on the Eucharist will take 
us through to September, when we will 
then return to Mark 7. It is fitting that in 
this time of Eucharistic Revival we hear 
again Jesus’ own teaching on the Gift of the 
Bread of Life. The Heart of Jesus is moved 
by a look at the people who are “like sheep 
without a shepherd.” Jesus responds as 
the Lord. “The Lord is my Shepherd” is the 
response that He desires from our hearts. 
When we become aware of His compas-
sion and love for us, each of us discovers 
that “there is nothing I shall want.”

The presence of the disciples at this mo-
ment is not secondary to what is happening. 
They have already become part of the work 
of ministry along with Jesus, so much so that 
they are exhausted. Jesus in compassion for 
them says, “Come away by yourselves to a 
deserted place and rest a while.” But then, 
reacting from the same heart of compassion, 
He shows them that there is more to give 
when they see the needs around them.

They will be taught a lesson about what the 
Lord can accomplish through them as they 
also learn to love His people. We have the Lord 
as our Shepherd, and we shall not want when 
we give of ourselves to those who seek Him.

We are appointed as shepherds, disciples of 
Jesus who are willing to lead by word (teach-
ing many things) and example (giving even 
beyond their own capacity to give when it is 
called for). Let us learn from the Shepherd 
who gives Himself to us in the Eucharist, the 
Bread of Life. May we mirror that God who 
has always loved His people through the love 
and compassion He teaches us to live.

DIOCESAN WEEKLY RADIO AND TELEVISION 
Mass Schedule: Weeks of July 14 and July 28, 2024

SUNDAY MASS
10:30am Mass from Columbus St. 
Joseph Cathedral on St. Gabriel 
Radio AM820, Columbus, FM88.3, 
Portsmouth, and FM106.7, Athens., 
and at www.stgabrielradio.com and 
diocesan website, www.columbus-
catholic.org.

Mass with the Passionist Fathers 
at 7:30 a.m. on WWHO-TV (the CW), 
Channel 53, Columbus and 10:30 
a.m. on WHIZ-TV, Channel 18, Zanes-
ville. Mass from St. Francis de Sales 
Seminary, Milwaukee, at 10 a.m. on 
WWHO-TV. Check local cable system 
for cable channel listing.

Mass from Our Lady of the Angels 
Monastery, Birmingham, Ala., at 8 
a.m. on EWTN (Spectrum Channel 
385, Insight Channel 382, or Breeze-
line Channel 378). (Encores at noon, 
7 p.m., and midnight). 

Mass from the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee at 6:30 a.m. on ION TV 
(AT&T U-verse Channel 195, Dish 
Network Channel 250, or DirecTV 
Channel 305).

Mass from Massillon St. Mary 
Church at 10:30 a.m. on WILB radio 
(AM 1060, FM 94.5 and 89.5), Can-
ton, heard in Tuscarawas, Holmes, 
and Coshocton counties. 

DAILY MASS
8 a.m., Our Lady of the Angels Mon-
astery in Birmingham, Ala. (Encores 
at noon, 7 p.m. and midnight). See 
EWTN above; and on I-Lifetv (Chan-
nel 113 , Ada, Logan, Millersburg, 
Murray City,  Washington C.H.; 
Channel 125,  Marion, Newark, New-
comerstown and New Philadelphia; 
Channel 207,  Zanesville); 8 p.m., St. 
Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Columbus, 
and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

12:05 p.m. weekdays, 8 a.m. Satur-
days, Mass from Columbus St. Jo-
seph Cathedral on St. Gabriel Radio 
(AM 820), Columbus, and at www.
stgabrielradio.com and diocesan 
website, www.columbuscatholic.
org. (Saturdays on radio only),
 
Videos of Masses are available at 
any time on the internet at these 
and many other parish websites: 
Mattingly Settlement St. Mary 
(www.stannstmary,org); Columbus 
St. Patrick (www.stpatrickcolumbus.
org); Delaware St. Mary (www.dela-
warestmary,org); Sunbury St. John 
Neumann (www.saintjohnsunbury.
org); and Columbus Immaculate 
Conception (www.iccols.org). Check 
your parish website for additional 
information.

WE PRAY WEEKS III AND IV OF THE 
LITURGY OF THE HOURS
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sheridan
F u n e r a l  H o m e

740-653-4633
222 S. ColumBuS STreeT
lanCaSTer, oHIo 43130

www.sheridanfuneralhome.net

john n. schilling inc.
•	 Air conditioning
•	 heating
•	 Roofing
•	 sheet Metal Work

Since 1894

1488 Bliss st. • 614.252.4915
www.johnnschillinginc.com

 

 

 

GEORGE J. IGEL & CO., INC.  
2040 ALUM CREEK DRIVE . COLUMBUS, OHIO 

614.445.8421 . www.buildwithigel.com 

SITE DEVELOPMENT . EARTHWORK . UTILITIES 
CONCRETE . STABILIZATION . EARTH RETENTION 

ROLLER COMPACTED CONCRETE . ASPHALT PAVING 

•	plumbing
•	heating
•	cooling

614-299-7700
muetzel.com

landscaping
oakland nursery
voted best in the u.s.

now is the best time to 
plan and design your 

landscape, patios, pools, 
walk-ways, retaining walls, 

and sprinkler systems.

614-268-3834

SUPERIOR DESIGN WORKS | PAINTER-CARPENTER
Semi-retired | Quality work | Reasonable rates | Insured

CALL 614-601-3950 | robertholmes58@yahoo.com

OPEN POSITION AT COLUMBUS IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
 PARISH AND SCHOOL – Director of Campus Facilities & Grounds 

We are seeking a skilled coland experienced individual to oversee the maintenance 
and operations of our facilities. The ideal candidate will have a strong background in 
facilities management and have excellent leadership and organizational skills. This 

individual will be responsible for ensuring the safety, functionality, and efficiency of 
our facilities. For a detailed description of this position, go to bit.ly/IC-job-postings. 

Please send your résumé, a cover letter, and references to jbernard@iccols.org.

of being part of prison ministry for a 
morning. I think we all walked away very 
changed from that, and that was really 
special.”

Bringing the Eucharistic Lord to 
Mother Angeline McCrory Manor could 
be considered equally impactful. The 
pilgrims visited the manor later that day.

A Eucharistic procession was held in-
doors. A Holy Hour was also offered in 
the building’s chapel. Christy said sever-
al came to the chapel for Adoration, and 
residents in wheelchairs were wheeled 
to the chapel.

During the Holy Hour, Father Landry 
held the Blessed Sacrament in front of 
each person. A few residents present 
were non-verbal, Christy said, and un-
able to communicate.

“For those that were unable to move 
their arms or talk, he would take their 
hand, and he would put their hand up to 
the monstrance, and he would tell them, 
‘This is Jesus, and you can say a prayer in 
your heart for anything that you want to 
ask Jesus.’ 

“And, sometimes, he would pray for 
them, and most of them were crying,” 
she said. “It was incredibly powerful and 
beautiful to see.”

The pilgrims also prayed outside of a 
Planned Parenthood abortion clinic.

A closing Mass was held on June 30 at 
an “overflowing” St. Joseph Cathedral, 
Christy said. Mass was followed by a Eu-
charistic procession.

“Witnessing the procession of our 
Lord through the streets of downtown 
Columbus by Bishop Fernandes revealed 
how fortunate we are to receive Jesus 
Christ as Lord, Savior and King,” De La 
Torre said. “It is fitting that every Eucha-
ristic procession begins and ends within 
the confines of the Catholic Church.”

The final Eucharistic procession of 
the week included rosary stations. Five 
ethnic communities in the diocese led a 
decade of the rosary in their native lan-
guage. Each decade was recited in a dif-
ferent language and followed by a song.

“That was really special to just see the 
diversity of our diocese all come togeth-
er in one place,” Christy said. “I think 
probably the most special part of Sun-
day was just realizing the diversity of 
our diocese and all the different cultures 
that we have.”

LEADERS, continued from Page 10
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Funeral Masses for Deacon Francis A. 
Paniccia, 91, who died Wednesday, June 
19, were celebrated Thursday, June 27 at 
St. John the Evangelist Church in Naples, 
Florida and Monday, July 1 at Our Moth-
er of Sorrows Chapel, Columbus, fol-
lowed by burial at St. Joseph Cemetery, 
Columbus.

Deacon Paniccia was among the first 
class of deacons ordained by Bishop 
Edward Herrmann on June 6, 1976 and 
served at Columbus St. Andrew, Colum-
bus St. Philip and Logan St. John church-
es before moving to Bonita Springs, Flor-
ida in 1988 and to Naples in 2012. 

He was born in Jackson, Michigan on 
April 24, 1933, to Bernardo and Anna 
(Camastro) Paniccia and received a 
Bachelor's degree in business adminis-
tration and mathematics from Western 
Michigan University in 1955. 

He spent most of his working career in 
Columbus as the founder of Panic Light-
ing and Paniccia Business Co. before 
moving to Florida. 

Before becoming a deacon, he and 
his wife of 65 years, Sandy (Ramsay), 

were active in the Cursillo, Teens En-
counter Christ and Marriage Encounter 
movements. He was selected as Catholic 
Man of the Year for 1973 by the dioce-
san Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club. He 
served as co-director of the diocesan Of-
fice of Family Life from 1977 to 1981. He 
also was a member of the Ohio National 
Guard for 20 years,

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, wife, brothers Dominic and Roc-
co and a sister, Mary Lowry. Survivors 
include sons Bernie, Greg (Celia), Paul, 
Peter, Nick and Tony, daughters Lauri 
(Greg) Gierhart, Tammy (Bill) Pancake 
and Maria (Doug) Sweeney, 14 grand-
children and 28 great-grandchildren.

P R A Y  F O R  O U R  D E A D

Cynthia Beiter
Funeral Mass for Cynthia Beiter, 73, 

who died Wednesday, June 19, was cel-
ebrated Saturday, June 22 at the Basilica 
of St. Mary of the Assumption in Lan-
caster. Burial was at St. Mary Cemetery, 
Lancaster.

She was born on April 1, 1951 to Faye 
and Doris McMillen and graduated from 
Lancaster High School in 1969. 

She was the secretary for St. Mary 
School for 16 years before her retirement 
and also was employed by the Fairfield 

County auditor’s office and Lancaster 
City Schools.

She was a member of Twig 7 and the 
local Parents League, was a Girl Scout 
leader and a North School PTA officer 
and worked for more than 25 years with 
the Lancaster Festival. 

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents and a brother, Timothy. Survivors 
include her husband, Bob; son. Rob; 
daughters Lauren and Megan; a brother, 
Steve, and eight grandchildren.

CRITES, Lorraine, 92, July 1
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Columbus

DEREN, Kathy Ann, 59, June 20
St. Brigid of Kildare Church, Powell

DiSABATO, Rosalyn T. (Merendo) “Nonnie,” 92, 
June 21
St. Paul the Apostle Church, Westerville

DOONE, Thomas J., 64, June 28
St. James the Less Church, Columbus

FINAN, Bernard Gregory “Greg,” 85, June 21
St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Zanesville

FRANCIS, Joseph Sr., 95, June 26
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Columbus

GALYK, Jane Michelle, 62, June 22
St. Mary Church, Marion

HODAKIEVIC, Johanna Rita “Joni” (Dolphin), 
78, June 13
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Marysville

LANCIA, Kay, 82. June 20
Our Mother of Sorrows Chapel, Columbus

MCCABE, Vincent E., 87, June 12
St. Paul the Apostle, Westerville

MEYER, Elizabeth A. (Irwin), 94, June 26
St. Matthew the Apostle Church, Gahanna

MONACO, Carlo J., 88, June 19
St. Paul the Apostle, Westerville

MUNHALL, Josephine M. (Barnett), 80, June 25
St. Michael Church, Worthington

PIERONI, Sue A. (Hoyt}, 78, June 24
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Marysville

RYAN, Michael T., 45, June 17
St. Joseph Cathedral, Columbus 

SHROYER, Anna L. (Westenberger), 85, June 21
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Columbus

SIBBRING, Shirley Ann, 89, June 21
St. Mary Church, Nashport

SMITH, Ronald G. “Ron,” 90, June 19
Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, 
Lancaster

SMITH, Rose Panaia, 93, June 29

St. Nicholas Church, Zanesville

TAYLOR, Robert, 80, June 14

Immaculate Conception Church, Columbus 

TIMLIN, Gayle M., 69, June 26

St. Mary Magdalene Church, Columbus

YUSKEWICH, Susan E. (Essman), 72, June 24

St. Agatha Church, Columbus

ZIFER, Carol (Groh), 85, June 21

St. Joseph Church, Dover

WORDS OF 
WISDOM 
SOLUTION

Deacon Francis A. Paniccia 

The Siuxth Annual Hospitaller’s Dinner

BENEFITING THE 
ORDER OF MALTA CENTER OF CARE

Columbus Region’s Annual Defense of the Faith Lecture 

Keynote Speaker

PATRICK MADRID 
HOSTS THE DAILY “PATRICK MADRID SHOW” 

ON RELEVANT RADIO’S 
NATIONAL NETWORK OF 225 STATIONS 

Friday, November 8, 2024 
5:30 PM to 9:00 PM 

JESSING CENTER | The Pontifical College Josephinum
7625 North High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43235

For sponsorships, tickets or more information please contact  
Len Barbe at 614-738-2464 or lwbarbe@aol.com

Save the Date

St. Patrick Parish | London, OH

NOW HIRING

Job Descriptions can be found on the parish website 
at www.stpatricklondon.org. Or contact the pastor 

at adinovo@columbuscatholic.org.
30 Minute drive from West Columbus, 

Hilliard and Grove City

FULL-TIME (HEALTH 
BENEFITS ELIGIBLE)
• Director of Liturgical 

Music and Organist
• Coordinator of Youth 

Catechesis

PART-TIME
• Safe Environment 

Coordinator
• Coordinator of 
Marketing and 

Communications
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By Charlene Brown
For The Catholic Times

 
Prayer, remembrance and the roots of 

faith and family were all part of Colum-
bus St. Dominic Church’s third annual 
Juneteenth celebration. 

With a theme of “Finding Our Roots: 
Faith and Family,” the celebration looked 
back to June 19, 1865. On that date, en-
slaved African Americans in Galveston, 
Texas finally got the official word from 
Union soldiers that they were now free 
— more than two months after the end 
of the Civil War and more than two years 
after Abraham Lincoln issued the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, freeing slaves in 
all states that seceded from the Union. 

Someone combined the words “June” 
and “nineteenth,” and Juneteenth was 
born.

St. Dominic’s celebration follows a 
long tradition of African Americans cel-
ebrating that long-awaited freedom day. 
In Galveston, they began holding large 

public celebrations beginning in 1866 
that included — much like St. Dominic’s 
— picnics, prayer services and gather-
ings to joyfully remember how freedom 
arrived and look ahead to true equality 
and justice. 

This year’s celebration at St. Dominic 
began with a blessing and prayers of 
thanksgiving for freedom led by Father 
Ramon Owera, pastor at St. Dominic, 
and praying the Our Father. It also in-
cluded a special Juneteenth prayer ask-
ing God that “ … we may never tire of 
ensuring a flourishing life for all people, 
but most especially, those brothers and 
sisters whose growth has been stifled by 
the trauma of being enslaved.” 

St. Dominic’s resident chef, Michael 
Hostin, and some of the parish’s best 
cooks prepared a hearty lunch of bar-
becue chicken, grilled corn on the cob 
and an assortment of salads, fruits and 
desserts. 

During a roll call of all 54 African na-
tions, attendees stood proudly as they 
heard the names of their countries of or-

igin, including Ghana, Nigeria, Togo and 
Cameroon, which has a large communi-
ty at St. Dominic. 

The highlight was a hands-on lesson 
on how to begin tracing your family 
roots from Nettie Ferguson, a trustee of 
the Franklin County Genealogical and 
Historical Society. She shared tips from 
her 30 years of experience using every 
available resource to unearth family his-
tories.

During the celebration, parishioner 
Tina Moody received the Deacon Bob 
Neely Award for service to the parish, 
presented by Grace Neely, widow of the 
second African-American deacon or-
dained in the Diocese of Columbus. The 
late Deacon Neely served at St. Dominic 
for many years and embodied the spirit 
of faith, dedication and tireless service 

that the award represents.
Bishop Earl Fernandes, who attended 

St. Dominic’s first two Juneteenth cel-
ebrations, was unable to be there this 
year. He sent an eloquent letter that was 
read at the celebration and echoed the 
sentiments expressed in the Juneteenth 
prayer. 

“Give thanks to God for the freedom 
you enjoy,” he wrote, “but ask Him for 
the grace to use your freedom for excel-
lence, for a more just society, for build-
ing the civilization of love, for advancing 
the Kingdom of Christ — a kingdom of 
truth, goodness and love.”

Planning is underway for next year’s 
Juneteenth celebration as well as spread-
ing the word that Juneteenth is Amer-
ican history, which includes everyone 
and welcomes everyone.

St. Dominic Church celebrates Juneteenth

Parish celebrates 
Father Hammond’s 35th anniversary

Parishioners from Mount Vernon St. Vincent de Paul and Danville St. Luke churches celebrated 
the 35th anniversary of Father Mark Hammond’s ordination to the priesthood with food and 
fellowship in the St. Vincent de Paul School gym on Saturday, June 22, after the Vigil Mass. 
Father Hammond, the pastor of the recently merged St. John the Baptist Parish that includes St. 
Vincent de Paul and St. Luke churches, was ordained on Jun e 24, 1989.
                                                                                       Photos courtesy St. Vincent de Paul Church

Genealogist Nettie Ferguson teaches how to begin the search for family roots during Columbus 
St. Dominic Church’s third annual Juneteenth celebration, “Finding Our Roots: Faith and Family.”
                                                                                                                  Photo courtesy Juana Hostin
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We serve our 
neighbors in need.

Last year, we served over 10,000 of our vulnerable neighbors. 

Your neighbors, right here in Central and Southern Ohio. 

Through partnerships with churches, corporations, schools, public institutions, non-profits, and

human service providers to help more CSS clients reach their full potential. 

Our comprehensive and holistic approach to ministry covers five key areas :

Family Services, Senior Services, Education, Workforce, and Community Engagement Services.
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Catholic Social Services provides assistance for veterans
Catholic Social Services (CSS) staff 

who work with veterans know that their 
return to the home front is often not a 
smooth one. Many have experienced 
trauma, which is then compounded by 
the perils of everyday life, ranging from 
debt, mobility issues, difficulty access-
ing military benefits to mental health 
crises, substance abuse and homeless-
ness.  

CSS is there for them.  
Take Audrey. After serving in the 

Army and losing her ability to drive, she 
struggled to get to her doctor’s appoint-

ments. With the help of a Catholic Social 
Services, Licking County transportation 
program for vets, she is able to receive 
the assistance and care she needs. 

“The staff really care about me,” she 
says, “and I know I can call them when 
I need help.” 

CSS also works with seniors and fam-
ilies in central and southern Ohio, of-
fering a consistent hand-up to those in 
need. That includes 14 various programs 
and services such as workforce ser-
vices, education services, food pantry, 
case management, senior companion-

ship and more. We know that the road 
to self-sufficiency is not necessarily a 
straight path and that it can look differ-
ent for everybody.  

CSS is there for veterans and for all 
members of the community who need 
compassionate care and assistance to 
become the people God intends them to 
be.  

Last year, CSS served over 10,000 peo-
ple who live in our community – your 
community and perhaps your neigh-
bors. CSS is there.

Many opportunities are available to 

accompany CSS in this mission, from 
donating to volunteering. Its dedicat-
ed staff and volunteers make this work 
possible.  

To join CSS in service and to learn 
about all the ways it is there for our com-
munity, visit colscss.org. 

The Catholic Social Service Charities 
network of 168 agencies are members of 
Catholic Charities USA, which togeth-
er help millions of people in need each 
year.  

Order of Malta members renew commitment

The Columbus Region of the Federal Association of the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta held its annual Mass for the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist, the patron saint of the order, on Friday, June 21 at Columbus St. John the Baptist Church 
with Bishop Earl Fernandes as the celebrant. During the Mass, members renewed their commit-
ment to the Order, part of which includes to "promise, calling on the name of God, in chivalrous 
fidelity, always to bear witness to the Catholic faith, to defend the Church and to lead my life in 
accordance with the teachings of Holy Mother Church. I declare myself ready as a member of 
the Order of Malta to care for our lords the sick and the poor with all my strength and ability." 
This encompasses the Order’s charisms of defense of the faith and service to the sick and the 
poor. Members and candidates in attendance were (from row from left) Marilyn Dono, Kay Gib-
bons, Teresa Kenney, Dr. Brian Kenney, Jerry Woodhouse and Christine Woodhouse; (second row 
from left) Jason Thomas, Dr. Marian Schuda, Len Barbe, John Reiner, Dr. Richard Mena, Bishop 
Fernandes, Don Brey, Jeff Kaman, Mary Parker, Teresa Parker and Albert Navarro. Members, 
candidates and guests gathered for a dinner with Bishop Fernandes and Father Thomas Blau, 
OP, the region’s chaplain, after Mass. Photo courtesy Order of Malta

Seton’s pastor.
After a Thursday morning Mass, ap-

proximately 40 Seton parishioners and 
the perpetual pilgrims on the Seton 
Route along with pilgrimage chaplain, 
Father Roger Landry, assembled outside 
the church to begin a procession that 
covered approximately 2½ miles.

Father Landry, whose priestly assign-
ment is as chaplain at Columbia Univer-
sity in New York, carried the monstrance 
to start the procession while Liz Chris-
ty, associate director of the diocese’s 
Department of Evangelization & Cat-
echesis and longtime Seton parishioner, 
led the way.

As the procession passed the entrance 
to McLeod Parc, a neighborhood about a 
quarter-mile from Seton Parish, several 
residents were waiting and kneeling re-
spectfully in anticipation of the Eucha-
rist’s passing. 

Pam Scarsella, a Seton parishioner, 
said that when she found out about the 
procession through Flocknote, the par-
ish’s communication software, she im-
mediately wanted to participate.

“I just love the Blessed Sacrament and 
Adoration,” she said. “I had to be a part 
of this. I’m just so grateful for the weath-
er since it’s been rainy lately.” 

A police escort accompanied the pro-

cession and traffic slowed as the Eucha-
rist passed by while drivers observed the 
group.

“This is exactly what the world needs,” 
Scarsella said.

Another Seton parishioner, Alex Ros-
pert, attended with his wife, Sarah, their 
three young children and Alex’s father and 
grandparents, who had traveled from Nor-
walk, Ohio, to be part of the procession.

“They came down just because of how 
special this event is,” Rospert said of his 
grandparents’ two-hour drive. He also 
expressed his excitement “(to be) able to 
witness to our faith and to show the Real 
Presence of Jesus not only to the people 
of our parish and to those that believe 
but to those out in the community.” 

Brother Lazarus Vina, CFR, one of the 
Seton Route pilgrims, walked closely 
behind the Eucharist playing guitar and 
leading hymns. He said he intentional-
ly chose songs with joyful, triumphant 
connotations, the first being O Sacra-
ment Most Holy.

“The procession is a particularly joy-
ful, triumphant moment in the life of 
the Church,” he said. “We’re with our 
Lord proclaiming his presence – that he 
is alive, that he is present in the world – 
and so I enjoy leading music on the gui-
tar and singing songs that have a partic-
ular triumphant, exciting, rhythmic joy 
to them.”

Zoe Dongas, one of the pilgrims on 
the Seton Route, helped Brother Lazarus 
with the music for the procession.

“There’s a lot of in-the-moment strate-
gy,” she said. “Our strategy (for this walk) 
was … since there was such a diverse age 
range, we wanted to make sure we sang 
hymns that were familiar to people.”

Dongas also said she was struck by the 
interest that many drivers showed as the 
procession passed.

“Some cars would slow down and be 
really interested and they’d roll down 
their windows and wanted to know what 
was going on,” he said. “Some people 
were honking because they had seen us 
earlier that week and had gotten to pray 
with us.

“It’s just really beautiful to see how the 
people of Pickerington responded to this 

Eucharistic procession.”
Father Landry, who commemorated 

the 25th anniversary of his first Mass af-
ter ordination that same day, called it a 
privilege to carry the Eucharist.

“(I can) look through the slight little glass 
sliver in the monstrance and see in front 
of me,” he said. “I look at the whole world 
almost through a Eucharist lens, which is 
exactly what a priest should be doing.”

The procession concluded in the park-
ing lot at a Steak n’ Shake restaurant, 
where participants had arranged for 
rides home.

“(I appreciated) the silence and rev-
erence we had in the parking lot of a 
Steak n’ Shake,” Dongas said, laughing. 
“(While) Jesus was being transferred 
from the procession to our mobile taber-
nacle, it was really beautiful to see how 
our Lord was being honored.”

From there, the pilgrims headed west 
toward their next stop in Columbus and 
ultimately their final destination, the 
National Eucharistic Congress.

Elizabeth Pardi is a Columbus resident 
and a contributor to The Catholic Times.

ROAD, continued from Page 8

Matthew Connolly (left), Christopher Doherty 
(center) and Emiliano Bell stand next to the 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage van and trail-
er. They traveled from the East Coast to join 
the pilgrimage.              CT photo by Ken Snow
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THE SCARLET COURSE at
The Ohio State University Golf Club
RANGE OPENS & BREAKFAST — 9:00AM | SHOTGUN START  — 10:00AM

FOURSOME: $1000
Includes golf, lunch, and 2 drink tickets per player

AUGUST 26, 
2024

Serra Club witnesses Rite of Candidacy

The Serra Club of Columbus held its annual installation of officers on Tuesday, June 18 at Colum-
bus St. Charles Preparatory School. Bishop Earl Fernandes celebrated Mass in Mother of Mercy 
Chapel and a dinner followed in the Robert C. Walter Commons. Also during the Mass (left 
photo), Bishop Fernandes admitted seminarians Michael Rhatican (left) and Christopher Dixon 
to the Rite of Candidacy as they publicly expressed their intention to receive the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders as a deacon and ultimately as a priest. They were joined by Father William Hahn 
(second from left), the diocesan vocations director. Serra Club officers (right photo) pictured 
with Father Hahn and Bishop Fernandes are (from left) Steve Wood, Mary Pardi, Chris Vollmer, 
Mary Girard, Charles Kielkopf and John Swisher. The Serra Club's mission is to support and pray 
for vocations for priests, religious and seminarians.      Photos courtesy Serra Club of Columbus

New St. Patrick pastor installed

Father Paul Marich, OP, was formally installed as pastor of Columbus St. Patrick Church at a 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Earl Fernandes on Saturday, June 29 at the downtown parish. Father 
Marich became the pastor in June after Father Stephen Alcott, OP, the pastor at St. Patrick for 7 
½ years, was reassigned to St. Barnabas the Apostle parish in Bellmore, New York, where a new 
Dominican community staffed by friars from the Province of St. Joseph has been established 
in the Diocese of Rockville Centre. Father Marich, a native of the Youngstown area, had served 
for two years at the parish as a parochial vicar and also for a year before his ordination to the 
priesthood.                                                                                       Photo courtesy Rachel Magree


