
Holy Week:
Bishop Robert Brennan presided 
over Holy Week events in the 
Diocese of  Columbus for the first 
time, Page 3

Assisting the disabled: 
The diocese recently conducted 
a workshop for parish staff  
members that focused on helping 
people with disabilities, Page 5

Ordination: 
Deacon Brogan Ryan, CSC, a 
Columbus native, will be ordained 
a Holy Cross priest at the 
University of  Notre Dame, Page 9

Catholic

what divine mercy sunday 
means to local authors

The

April 28, 2019  •  DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY •  Volume 68:29

The Diocese of Columbus’ News Source
TIMES

Inside this issue

Pages 10-12



                                              April 28, 2019Catholic Times 2

Front Page photo:
Divine mercy
Local liturgical artist Gina Switzer’s paint-
ing connects Divine Mercy to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Divine Mercy Sunday will 
be celebrated on Sunday, April 28.
 (Photo courtesy Gina Switzer)
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Are U.S. 
cathedrals 
vulnerable to 
fire?

By now, 
almost every-
one has seen 
the devastating 

images of the fire that broke out last 
week in historic Notre Dame Ca-
thedral in Paris. With those pictures 
etched in our minds, it’s only natural 
to wonder if something similar could 
happen in America at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York; the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immac-
ulate Conception in Washington; St. 
Joseph Cathedral here in our diocese; 
or other magnificent churches. 

The collapse of the roof of No-
tre Dame was attributed to the vast 
amount of centuries-old wood in the 
rafters that allowed the fire to spread 
swiftly. 

The heroic efforts of firefighters 
saved the main structure, and the 
Blessed Sacrament and other trea-
sures, including the crown of thorns 
believed to have been worn by Christ 
before his crucifixion, were removed 
as the fire broke out, through a hu-
man chain led by a brave priest.

Columbus Bishop Robert Brennan 
issued a statement the day after the 
Notre Dame fire that said, in part, “It 
is with a profound sadness, especially 
as we begin Holy Week, that I have 
learned today of the tragic fire which 
has engulfed Paris’s Cathedral of 
Notre Dame. The loss of this majestic 
house of worship, which has stood 
in the city for centuries, is unbeliev-
able. … We express our deep sorrow 
to Catholics throughout France and 
worldwide and to the citizens of Paris 
on what may be the loss of this great 
structure.”   

What would happen at St. Joseph 
Cathedral or elsewhere if an accident 
occurred? Would a disaster similar 

to what took place at Notre Dame 
occur? Only God knows, but steps 
have been taken through the years to 
put safeguards in place.  

St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York 
recently completed upgrades to its 
fire-suppression system. Like Notre 
Dame Cathedral, the 140-year-old 
St. Patrick’s is filled with wood in 
the upper reaches. Just last week, St. 
Patrick’s experienced a scare when a 
man carrying gasoline, lighter fluid 
and lighters was apprehended inside 
the cathedral.

The Cathedral of the Holy Cross 
in Boston just finished installing a 
sprinkler system and adding fire-de-
tection devices to the wood-frame 
church.

The threat of a damaging fire at 
the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception isn’t 
as likely because it’s largely built of 
brick and mortar.

St. Joseph Cathedral is 150 years 
old, but fire mitigation efforts there 
in the past five years have included 
installing sensors in the attic to detect 
problems, upgrading the lighting, re-
placing electrical lines, tuck-pointing 
exterior walls to keep the structure 
dry, and making sure there’s proper 
ventilation. 

Our diocese experienced the de-
structive nature of fire most recently 
in 2013 on Thanksgiving Day, when 
Cardington Sacred Hearts Church 
was destroyed, requiring the building 
of a replacement church that was 
completed two years later. It reminds 
us to be vigilant in praying to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary for protection.  

No one ever wants to see damage 
to a treasure such as Notre Dame Ca-
thedral, but if this tragedy brings the 
people of France and throughout the 
world back to the Catholic Church 
and rekindles the faith, that would be 
a great blessing.

Editor’s reflections by Doug Bean

Are U.S. cathedrals vulnerable to fire?
Father Joseph Anthony Ehwald 

died on Good Friday, April 19 while 
in skilled nursing care at Mother 
Angeline McCrory Manor in Co-
lumbus.

The son of German immigrants 
George and Hed-
wig (Mueller) 
Ehwald, Father 
Ehwald was born 
on Dec. 19, 1936 
at St. Ann’s Hos-
pital in Columbus 
and was baptized  
a few days later at 
the hospital.

He entered Co-
lumbus St. Mary 
School in German 
Village and, with 
the move of his 
family, continued 
his Catholic elementary education 
at Corpus Christi School in Colum-
bus, graduating in 1950. He gradu-
ated in 1954 from St. Charles Pre-
paratory School in Columbus and 
the college program at St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary in Columbus 
in 1958. Father Ehwald began his 
theological studies at Mount St. 
Mary of the West Seminary in Cin-
cinnati, from which he graduated in 
1962. Father Ehwald was ordained 
a priest of the Diocese of Colum-
bus by Bishop Clarence Issenmann 
on May 26, 1962 at St. Joseph Ca-
thedral.

During 57 years of priestly minis-
try, Father Ehwald served at Colum-
bus St. Christopher Church while 
instructing at Columbus Bishop 
Watterson High School; Marion St. 

Mary Church while instructing at 
Marion Catholic High School; and 
Newark St. Francis de Sales Church 
while instructing at Newark Cath-
olic High School. He served as 
pastor at Lancaster St. Bernadette 

Church, Columbus 
St. Leo Church and 
Columbus Holy 
Name Church. In 
his later years, he 
served as a chap-
lain at Riverside 
Methodist Hospi-
tal and associate 
pastor at Reyn-
oldsburg St. Pius X 
Church. He retired 
in 2004.

Father Ehwald 
enjoyed a longtime 
association with 

the Newark Männerchor.
He is survived by cousins in the 

United States and Germany, along 
with his close friends and caregiv-
ers Scott and Misty Luallen. 

At his request, Father Ehwald’s 
body was donated for anatomical 
study at Ohio State University. A 
Memorial Mass for Father Ehwald 
will be celebrated at 2 p.m. Friday, 
April 26 at St. Pius X Church, 1051 
Waggoner Road, Reynoldsburg. 
Bishop Robert Brennan will cel-
ebrate the Mass; retired Bishops 
Frederick Campbell James Grif-
fin will concelebrate, along with 
priests of the Diocese of Colum-
bus. Father James Walter will deliv-
er the homily.

Friends may visit before and after 
the Mass.

Father Joseph Anthony Ehwald 
passed away on Friday, April 19, 2019
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Bishop Robert Brennan led Holy 
Week activities in the Diocese of Co-
lumbus for the first time since he was 
installed as its shepherd on March 29.

Last Tuesday, April 16, Bishop 
Brennan began the week with the 
Chrism Mass at Columbus St. Joseph 
Cathedral. He blessed the holy oils 
that will be used to administer the 
sacraments at parishes throughout the 
diocese in the coming year.

In his homily, he reflected on the 
devastating fire at Notre Dame Ca-
thedral in Paris one day earlier. He 
also shared a story about his crosier 
– the staff that a bishop carries – and 
thanked the clergy and congregation 
for attending the Mass. 

“What a moment, what a privilege 

this is for me – the very first time ever 
– to celebrate the Chrism Mass and to 
be among you, who I’m still learning 
to know and coming to meet,” he said. 
“But as I look around and see faces 
– a lot of familiar faces, old friends 
already – of people from different 
parishes where I’ve been, priests who 
have come a long way, people who 
were here at my installation. The 
church is so alive, so alive here in the 
Diocese of Columbus.”

Holy Week continued on Thursday 
with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
On Friday, Bishop Brennan accompa-
nied youth and others from around the 
diocese for Walking Stations of the 
Cross in downtown Columbus. That 
was followed by the solemn Good 

Friday liturgy at the cathedral. That 
evening, Bishop Brennan went to 
Columbus Christ the King Church to 
lead a Good Friday liturgy in Spanish.

On Saturday evening, after the 
blessing and lighting of the Paschal 
candle in the courtyard, the bishop, 
clergy and congregation processed 
into the cathedral for the Vigil Mass 
and celebration of Confirmation. 

On Easter Sunday, Bishop Brennan 
spoke in his homily about the recent 
apostolic letter Christus Vivit (Christ 
Is Alive) and addressed the tragic 
bombings in Sri Lanka while offering 
a message of hope.

“The sad reality is that there are re-

Bishop Brennan observes first Holy Week in diocese

See holy week, Page 18

Bishop Brennan washes the feet of 12 members of the congregation at the Holy Thurs-
day Mass of the Lord’s Supper on April 18 at Columbus St. Joseph Cathedral.

Bishop Brennan (left center) and Father David Schalk prostrate themselves in reverence 
at the start of a Good Friday liturgy at Columbus Christ the King Church on April 19.

Bishop Robert Brennan addresses participants in the Walking Stations before giving 
them a blessing. The Stations included 14 stops downtown, each of them focused on a 
separate issue related to Catholic social teaching.                                          (CT photos by Ken Snow) 

Young people carry a cross as part of the 
Walking Stations of the Cross in downtown 
Columbus on Friday, April 19.

Deacon Chris Yakkel lowers the Paschal 
candle into the baptismal font as Bishop 
Brennan blesses it at Easter Vigil Mass.

Bishop Brennan holds a crucifix for vener-
ation at the Christ the King Church Good 
Friday liturgy.
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As far back as my memories can 
reach, I remember my father urging my 
brother and I to desire a “lived faith” of 
our own. It is a lesson I did not appreci-
ate until much later in my life and one 
that I value greatly today. Our Catholic 
faith is to be fruitful and lived fully. A 
favorite scripture verse of mine I tend 
to sing when I am facing a challenge of 
faith is “The favors of the Lord are not 
exhausted, his mercies are not spent; 
They are renewed each morning, so 
great is thy faithfulness (Lamentations 
3:22-23).”  

My father died in 1999, but his life 
continues to encourage me to remain 
open to the mystery and the risks that 
come with faithfulness. Faith believes 
for me when I have any doubt that 
Jesus is with me and cares about me, 
even when the people I have placed 
my trust in have grossly let me down. 
Faith gives me the courage to know 
that Mother Church continues to re-
veal the truth most pleasing to God, 
despite the weaknesses and failures of 
her members. Faith can see the Church 
as a field hospital tending to so many 
wounded souls. For it is by our faith, in 
the mercy and grace of Our Lord, that 
we are made whole.  

As we come out of the Lenten desert 
of temptation and sacrifice and awaken 
to the glorious joy of Easter, we hope 
for strengthened faith and transformed 
lives. We ask ourselves, “Am I ready 
to be who God created me to be?  Am 
I a joy-filled witness to our risen Lord 
Jesus Christ?  For many of us, these 

are questions which are not so easy to 
answer.  The full voice of a resound-
ing “Yes” is not our reality.  Our “Yes,” 
though courageous, is muffled with in-
security, thoughts of unworthiness and 
plain old doubt. However, there is a 
man who believed in you and believed 
in me. There is One who has great love 
and enduring faithfulness toward each 
one of us, even in our sinfulness.  

Today with my own son, as my fa-
ther did for me, I continue to encour-
age him not to settle for a taught faith 
alone, but to thirst for a lived faith of 
his own. Because, if there is one thing 
I know for sure, it is that faith, while it 
can come with its bumps and bruises, 
the personal experience of God’s grace 
and mercy, is transforming. 

It is God alone who turns lives 
around, mends broken hearts, heals 
all wounds and makes a way when no 
way seems impossible. Jesus restores 
hope to the hopeless, quenches every 
thirst and is there to pick us up when 
we fall.  It is in these times when we 
experience the need for Christ’s hand 
to be upon us and we trust in His will-
ingness to carry us that we build up our 
faith.  It is in faith that we emerge from 
the dry  brittleness of our lives, ready, 
willing,and able, to walk into the will 
of the Father. He, who died so that we 
may live fully in witness to the hope, 
faith and joy of God, is risen! 

Andrea Pannell is episcopal modera-
tor for the diocesan Office of Devel-
opment and Planning.

Stewardship of Faithfulness
Andrea Pannell 

Living the faith fully
Bishop Robert Brennan will be the 

celebrant and homilist for the annu-
al Red Mass for those in professions 
dealing with law and justice, which 
will be celebrated at Columbus St. Jo-
seph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., at 
5:15 p.m. Thursday, May 2. 

Accompanied by bagpipes, Bish-
op Brennan will lead a procession 
of priests and judges from all levels 
of state courts to open the Mass. Re-
freshments will be served after Mass 
in the cathedral undercroft.

The Red Mass dates to 1928 in New 
York City and was reintroduced in Co-
lumbus by the Thomas More Society 
in 1985, according to the Columbus 
Bar Association. The Mass coincides 
with Law Day, a tradition that started 
centuries ago in Europe to mark the 
opening of court. 

The Thomas More Society is named 
for St. Thomas More, who was lord 
chancellor of England from 1529 to 
1532. He was beheaded for refusing 
to compromise the “rule of law” and 
recommend a marriage annulment for 
King Henry VIII. 

Concert features 
organ’s  ‘Big Boys’

The concluding concert of Wash-
ington Court House St. Colman of 
Cloyne Church’s 2018-19 “Concerts 
in a Country Church” series will fea-
ture parish organist and music direc-
tor Craig Jaynes “Playing with the 
Big Boys.”

The title is a reference to major 
composers for the organ, such as Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric 
Handel, Cesar Franck and Louis Vi-
erne. Jaynes presented a solo program 
of works by major composers last 
year, and it was so well received that 
it was decided to continue the pro-
gram this year.

The concert, which will feature a 
surprise guest, will be at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, April 28 at the church, 219 S. 
North St., with doors opening at 2:30. 
Tickets are $10 at the door. 

This will be the 17th program in the 
“Concerts in a Country Church” se-
ries, which began six years ago after 
the installation of a new, concert-ca-
pable organ at the church. Jaynes, who 
has been the parish’s music director 
since 2005, is known for interspersing 
large major works with lighter, more 
familiar pieces to provide a program 
of great variety and interest. Previous 
concerts in the series have included a 
choir, woodwind ensemble, string or-

chestra, brass quintet, percussion and 
chamber orchestra, along with a vari-
ety of soloists.

Organ concert at Marysville 
Our Lady of Lourdes

The next event in the “Music on the 
Hill” series at Marysville Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church, 1033 W. 5th St., will 
be an organ concert at 7 p.m. Friday, 
May 3 featuring Gregory Crowell, a 
member of the senior affiliate faculty 
at Grand Valley State University in 
Allendale, Michigan.

Crowell has appeared as an organist, 
harpsichordist, clavichordist, lectur-
er and conductor in the United States, 
Canada, Germany, Holland, France, Ita-
ly, Spain and Japan.

Particularly noted for his perfor-
mances of the keyboard works of 
Johann Sebastian Bach, he has been 
a featured performer at the Weener 
(Germany) International Bach Series, 
the Grand Rapids (Michigan) Bach 
Festival, the Old West Organ Society 
(Boston) Bach Marathon, the Valpara-
iso (Indiana) Bach Institute and the 
Bach Organ Festival in Tokyo.

Renewal sponsors 
prayer meeting

Bryan O’Donnell of Encounter 
Ministries will be the speaker at a 
citywide Adoration and prayer meet-
ing sponsored by Columbus Catholic 
renewal from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
May 11 at Columbus Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 Ref-
ugee Road.

Mass, celebrated by Father Dean 
Mathewson, will begin at 9 a.m., with 
a potluck breakfast to follow.  Af-
ter breakfast, O’Donnell will share 
his testimony on the intercession of 
the Virgin Mary. Healing and prayer 
teams will be available during Ado-
ration, along with the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Living Stones will 
provide worship music. Childcare is 
available upon request. 

Columbus Catholic Renewal is un-
der the authority of Bishop Robert 
Brennan, with Father Mathewson as 
liaison. For more information, visit 
ccrcolumbus.org or call (614) 980-
3021.

ODU commencement is May 11 
Sister Margaret Ormond, OP, pres-

ident of the Dominican Academy and 

Red Mass set for May 2 at Cathedral
Local news and events

See local news, Page 6
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More than 60 staff members from 
about two dozen parishes throughout 
the Diocese of Columbus gathered 
recently to discuss how to minister 
more effectively to people with spe-
cial needs related to disabilities.

Participation in the sacramental life 
of the Church is a fundamental right 
for all baptized Catholics.  Sacraments 
are the signs that bind us together as 
members of the Body of Christ, and 
individuals with disabilities are in-
tegral members of that communion.  
The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops recognizes this, and in June 
2017 issued a revised version of its 
Guidelines for the Celebration of Sac-
raments with Persons with Disabili-
ties. This revision was a much-need-
ed, more extensive update to a rather 
brief document last revised in 1995.

Esther Garcia from the National 
Catholic Partnership on Disabilities 
(NCPD) and Andrew Burson, associ-
ate director of the diocesan Office of 
Divine Worship spoke about some of 
the implications of the guidelines in 
parish life during two days of work-
shops hosted by Columbus St. Eliza-
beth and Westerville St. Paul church-
es.  The event was a joint effort of the 
Diocesan Interdepartmental Inclusion 
Committee and the Diocesan Asso-
ciation of Faith Formation Leaders 
(DCAFFL) and was funded in large 
part through the Knights of Colum-
bus Measure Up campaign. American 
Sign Language interpreters were on 
hand to translate for members of the 
Deaf community.

Garcia and Burson highlighted 
changes in the guidelines, outlined 
their implications for each sacrament, 
addressed pastoral concerns, and 
gave practical suggestions for cul-
tivating a welcoming parish. Those 
in attendance also heard about best 
practices for working with disabled 
persons from people in the diocese 
who are active in such efforts. Panel-
ists included Mark Butler, education 
resource coordinator for the Domini-
can Sisters of Peace; Allison Shardell, 
religious education director at Heath 
St. Leonard Church; Msgr. Joseph 
Hendricks, pastor of Dublin St. Brig-
id of Kildare Church; and Mary Ginn 
Ryan, co-founder of Special People in 
Catholic Education (SPICE).

Garcia discussed important updates 
of the guidelines, such as how to in-

corporate technology in increasing 
accessibility to the sacraments and the 
use of feeding tubes.  Other updates 
involved the call to integrate people 
with disabilities as much as possible 
into all aspects of parish life, to the 
extent that they are able, and the im-
portance of parish staff and commu-
nities in providing support as soon as 
possible to parents who receive a dif-

ficult prenatal diagnosis. 
Garcia and Burson talked about the 

need for parish staff members to get 
to know special-needs children and 
adults and their families who are en-
gaged in sacramental preparation, 
especially in situations where the 
individual is non-verbal, has limit-
ed ability to communicate, or suffers 
from a cognitive disability. This per-
sonal knowledge helps the pastor, par-
ish staff and family members better 
discern the readiness of each person 
for the sacraments and is vital to de-
veloping the type of formation each 
person needs.  

Burson emphasized that the bishops 
take great care to remind us that dis-
ability, in and of itself, never disqual-
ifies a person from any sacrament.  

Adaptations can and should be made 
that allow people with a disability to 
convey their readiness for a particular 
sacrament in the way that they are best 
able, whether that be “through man-
ner, gesture, or reverential silence. … 
Cases of doubt should be resolved in 
favor of the right of the Catholic to 
receive the sacrament.” (Guidelines, 
paragraph 22).

Pastors and parish staff should en-
courage persons with disabilities to 
serve in liturgical roles to the extent 
they are able as greeters, ushers, altar 
servers, readers or extraordinary min-
isters of the Eucharist.

The highlight of the event was 
the discussion by members of the 
four-person panel, who addressed 
real-life situations of parents, parish 
staff and pastors. 

Butler shared his experience of rais-
ing two children with autism in the 
Catholic faith.  He discussed the need 
to support parents throughout the dif-
ficult challenges of raising children 
with disabilities and caring from them 
in adulthood. He also reminded con-
ference participants of the deep desire 
for God that is innate in all people. He 

recalled how his daughter Katie, who 
at the time was nonverbal, formed one 
of her first real sentences. Her older 
sister was making her first Commu-
nion and Katie said, “I want that, I 
want that.” She clearly understood 
that something special was occurring, 
and to this day, she receives Commu-
nion with great joy.  

Shardell, the mother of four children 
with disabilities, shared her journey in 
creating a ministry for the Deaf at St. 
Leonard Church. She noticed the lack 
of participation in the parish of per-
sons with disabilities and wanted to 
find a way to welcome them into the 
community. She encouraged taking 
little steps to improve the welcoming 
of all into the parish and utilizing re-
sources within the parish and the sur-
rounding ecumenical community.

Msgr. Hendricks credits the success 
of St. Brigid’s well-established inclu-
sion programs to the collaboration 
and networking of knowledgeable 
people within the community, work-
ing together.   Strategic efforts of col-
laboration within deaneries and at the 
diocesan level are a key factor, as well 
as tapping into resources such as The 
Catholic Foundation and local com-
munity organizations.   

Ryan talked about the founding and 
growth of SPICE, a lay organization 
whose main objective is to raise aware-
ness of inclusion programs for people 
with special needs and to provide fund-
ing for education and support services 
in parishes and schools. SPICE devel-
oped out of a desire to enable all peo-
ple to participate in Catholic education 
and parish life. It engages in informa-
tional campaigns and provides funding 
for needs such as large-print missals 
or building ramps and for support ser-
vices for children in Parish Schools of 
Religion or parochial schools. 

Throughout the two-day event, the 
energy and enthusiasm of the attend-
ees was evident.  Several said it was 
one of the best training sessions they 
ever attended. Much work remains, 
but armed with new resources and 
insights, there is hope for continued 
growth in opportunities for welcom-
ing and including people with disabil-
ities in all parishes.

Additional information and resourc-
es to support people with disabilities 
is located at https://columbuscatholic.
org/faith-formation-inclusion.

Workshops help parish staff members serve people with disabilities

Krista Schoults provides American Sign Language interpretation at a panel discussion 
which was part of a diocesan program on serving persons with disabilities. Panel mem-
bers in the background are (from left): Mark Butler, Allison Shardell and Mary Ginn Ryan.  
                                                                                                  (Photo courtesy Jenny Berryhill) 
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QIn a few weeks, I will turn 65 years 
old. I have arthritis in most of my 
joints; in the early spring, when it’s 

rainy and damp, the arthritic pain can be 
unbearable. Is it a sin to miss Sunday 
Mass, given the extreme pain?

When is it acceptable to stop going to 
church and watch Mass on television? 
(Also, since my total knee replace-
ment, I can no longer kneel down; so 
how does one go to confession without 
kneeling?) (Brookville, Indiana)

A First, about the posture for con-
fession – because that part is easy. 
I have heard the confessions of 

people lying in a hospital bed, sitting 
in a quiet corner of a restaurant, even 
standing on a beach. Clearly there is 
no requirement that the penitent be 
kneeling.

In the parish where I served as pas-
tor for 24 years, we had a confessional 
“room,” which is typical in Catholic 
churches today. There, the penitent 
could opt for anonymity by sitting or 
kneeling behind a screen or – if he or 
she preferred – could come around and 
sit and talk face-to-face with the priest.

As for the part about how sick you 

have to be to skip Mass, the answer 
is “use your head.” The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church says, “The faith-
ful are obliged to participate in the 
Eucharist on days of obligation un-
less excused for a serious reason (for 
example, illness, the care of infants)” 
(No. 2181). The nature and degree of 
the sickness is not defined, so we have 
to figure it out for ourselves.

The God we serve and believe in is a 
person of reason. How could a loving 
God want you to suffer excruciating 
pain as the price for going to Mass? 
And how could you even pray effec-
tively when you’re feeling that bad? 
A handy rule of thumb might be this: 
Would I go to work if I felt this way?

QOur pastor has just taken the 
step of allowing lay parishioners 
called “commentators” to make 

announcements from the ambo prior 
to the start of Mass. (Previously, these 
commentators always used the micro-
phone of the choir to welcome parish-
ioners and introduce visitors.)

I was under the impression that the 
ambo could be used only for the scrip-
tural readings, homily and the peti-
tions during the prayer of the faithful. 
May the ambo be used for announce-
ments before Mass begins?

(The pastor is very reverent but 
marches to his own tune. I would love 
for you to say “No,” so that I could cut 
out your answer and show it to him.) 
(Wichita, Kansas)

A First, some definitions. The word 
“ambo” denotes a reading stand 
and is often used interchangeably 

with the word “lectern.” The “pulpit” 

is elevated and generally reserved for 
preaching and the Gospel reading.

And technically, you are correct: 
No. 309 of the General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal notes that “from the 
ambo only the readings, the responso-
rial psalm and the Easter Proclama-
tion (Exsultet) are to be proclaimed; 
likewise it may be used for giving the 
homily and for announcing the inten-
tions of the universal prayer.”

The reality, though, is that some 
churches are small and sparsely fur-
nished, with only one logical place for 
both the scriptural readings and the 
announcements.

And, as somebody who has been 
in the trenches for a long time, can I 
make an appeal? If your pastor is like 
most parish priests today, he’s got 
more work than he can handle; the 
last thing he needs to worry about is 
where the commentator stands.

Questions may be sent to Father Ken-
neth Doyle at askfatherdoyle@gmail.
com and 30 Columbia Circle Drive, 
Albany NY 12203.

Going to Mass in pain; ambo for liturgical readings only?
Question & Answer
Father Kenneth Doyle
Catholic News Service
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former prioress of the Dominican Sis-
ters of Peace, will deliver the keynote 
address at Ohio Dominican Universi-
ty’s 111th commencement ceremony. 

Approximately 200 students will re-
ceive degrees at the event, which will 
take place at 11 a.m. Saturday, May 
11 in Alumni Hall, 1216 Sunbury 
Road. It will be preceded at 9 a.m. by 
a baccalaureate service at Christ the 
King Chapel in Sansbury Hall across 
the street. 

Sister Margaret earned a bachelor’s 
degree in history from ODU and a 
bachelor’s degree in sacred theology 
and a licentiate of sacred theology 
from the Pontifical University of St. 
Thomas Aquinas in Rome. She re-
ceived an honorary doctor of humane 
letters degree from ODU in 2011.

She serves as president of the Do-
minican Academy in New York City, 
a Catholic college preparatory school 
for girls founded and supported by the 
Dominican Sisters of Peace. Before 
serving as the congregation’s prior-
ess from 2009 to 2015, she ministered 
as a consultant on leadership among 
African religious. She also facilitated 
Dominican congresses in the Phil-
ippines, El Salvador, South Africa, 
Kenya, Peru and Hungary. She has 
served on the boards of ODU, Alber-

tus Magnus College and the Sieben 
Foundation.

ODU receives Foundation gift
Ohio Dominican University has re-

ceived more than $32,000 in endow-
ment distributions from The Catholic 
Foundation. The money will help pro-
vide scholarship assistance to individ-
uals in the Diocese of Columbus who 
are engaged in pastoral or institution-
al ministry through ODU’s master of 
arts in theology program. The funds 
also will support initiatives to help 
develop and maintain the university’s 
Catholic identity.

“We are very grateful to our friends 
at The Catholic Foundation for their 
partnership and generous gift, which 
will help to provide important financial 
resources to our outstanding students 
to help make an ODU education pos-
sible,” said Dr. Robert Gervasi, ODU 
president. “In addition to the important 
financial assistance it provides, this 
gift allows us to explore opportunities 
that promote Ohio Dominican’s Cath-
olic identity and the many benefits of 
higher education rooted in the Catholic 
and Dominican tradition.”

An endowment fund is designed to 
function in perpetuity, making it pos-

sible for long-term financial support 
to a chosen cause. Once established, 
anyone can make additional contribu-
tions to the fund in any dollar amount.

 
OLB enrolling 2019-20 students 

Columbus Our Lady of Bethle-
hem School and Childcare, 4567 
Olentangy River Road, is enrolling 
preschool and kindergarten-aged stu-
dents for the 2019-20 school year. 

Our Lady of Bethlehem serves stu-
dents from six weeks old to kinder-
garten, an extremely vital time for a 
child’s social, emotional, intellectual 
and spiritual development. It’s the 
only Catholic school in central Ohio 
whose sole emphasis is on early child-
hood education.

To learn more about what has made 
the school an important part of the 
community for 62 years, visit www.
ourladyofbethlehem.org and see what 
other parents are saying about why 
they started their child’s spiritual and 
early educational journey at OLB, or 
call (614) 459-8285.  

St. Charles offers 
classes, camps

This summer, Columbus St. Charles 
Preparatory School, 2010 E. Broad 

St., is offering a wide range of sum-
mer classes and athletic camps for 
grade school students. 

Those include academic enrich-
ment classes in English and mathe-
matics (for boys entering seventh and 
eighth grades), LEGO robotics camp 
(for boys and girls entering fifth to 
eighth grades), JAVA programming I 
(for boys and girls entering eighth to 
12th grade with a basic understanding 
of computers and computer languag-
es), and basic game programming (for 
boys and girls entering fifth to ninth  
grades with little or no programming 
experience). 

In addition, the school will host ath-
letic camps devoted to speed and agil-
ity, soccer, football, volleyball (boys 
and girls), baseball, and basketball for 
students entering third to ninth grades.

To view posts containing informa-
tion, brochures and signup forms for 
these camps and classes, go to www.
stcharlesprep.org.

Parish to celebrate Father 
Bay’s anniversary

Columbus Ss. Augustine & Gabriel 
Church, 1550 E. Hudson St., will cele-

See local news, Page 7
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brate the 25th anniversary of the ordi-
nation of its pastor, Father Joseph Bay, 
as a priest with a program on Sunday, 
June 9. It will begin with Mass at noon, 
followed by a reception.

Father Bay was ordained on June 

11, 1994. He has been the parish’s 
pastor for the past 10 years and has 
served its Vietnamese community 
since coming to Columbus as a semi-
narian at the Pontifical College Jose-
phinum in 1990. 

Signs of the times
One week into the joy of Easter, and here we are 

at Divine Mercy Sunday. It is our annual reminder 
that the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is our redemp-
tion, and His boundless love and divine mercy are 
the keys to Heaven. If you started the chaplet on 

Good Friday, Divine Mercy Sunday is the day for more worship, rec-
onciliation, and a plenary indulgence. The Lord knows I could use as 
many of those as I can. I dare say that our world could use some indul-
gences. The signs of our times are terrifying. This column is not long 
enough to list all the issues of which we are not proud as a human race. 
Sin permeates society, but fortunately, it does not win in the end.  There 
are countless and ongoing instances of murder, abuse, war, starvation, 
lying, stealing, cheating, and simply ignoring God. All these horrible 
things and their victims deserve and demand our attention, prayers and 
help. I tend to focus on the evil of abortion and the rights of the most 
vulnerable, especially the unborn. This is certainly not a bad thing, and 
it is my thing. It also has become my career at Women’s Care Center.

From time to time, our centers are targeted for protests by pro-abortion, 
anti-life groups. We were hit on a Saturday morning in early April for 
about three hours. The protesters must remain on the public sidewalk, 
but they bring flags and a lot of signs to hold and wave to any pedes-
trians, cars driving by on East Broad Street, and of course our clients 
entering and exiting the center. As I kept an eye on things that Saturday, 
I was struck by and marveled at the “genius” of the language and word 
choices. I will share them with you, as they are certainly the signs of our 
times. “Fake Clinic. No Doctors Here. Stand With Planned Parenthood. 
You Deserve Access to Abortion. Stop Lying to Clients. No Healthcare 
Here. Women Deserve Truth.  This Clinic Lies to Pregnant People. This 
is Not a Doctor’s Office. No Lies Between the Thighs.” And one very 
proud protester wore a black T-shirt, with large white letters: “Pro-Abor-
tion Witch.” I still am trying to figure out the pride in wearing a shirt like 
that. Their yellow flags are modeled after Revolutionary War-era “Don’t 
Tread on Me” flags. But on their flag, the snake takes the shape of ovaries 
and a uterus. The sign that upset me the most said “This Clinic Harms 
Women.” Nothing could be further from the truth. Our staff are saints. 
They are the absolute best and lift up all our women. One of our staff, 
Carmen, wrote a prayer that the staff prays together each morning: “Our 
Father, we come together to pray for the women we will encounter today. 
Help us to be compassionate, understanding, and to love them through 
your eyes. Give us the wisdom to guide and lead their hearts to make 
decisions that will bring dignity and respect to their lives and the lives of 
their unborn children. We pray today that we, too, can see ourselves as 
your beloved daughters. May all that we do today reflect that God is our 
Father.  St. Michael the Archangel, protect us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen.” As you can tell by this heartfelt prayer, our staff is very helpful 
and would never hurt women. God bless our staff, our moms and babies, 
and our broken world. Signs of our times.

THE EVERYDAY CATHOLIC   
By Rick Jeric

Grace in the Moment
Mary Van Balen

We are often afraid of the truth. Rath-
er than thinking of it as a way to experi-
ence a deeper reality, we see it as some-
thing that upends our world, threatening 
our sense of security and even our sense 
of self. We have found a comfortable 
place to “fit in,” and we don’t want any-
one or anything to disturb it. It’s how we 
make sense of the world.

Jesus brought the challenge of truth 
with him, and he certainly disturbed 
the religious status quo of his time. 
Many religious leaders and officials 
didn’t see how they would fit in to his 
worldview. They had narrowed their 
vision to see the world through their 
lenses of laws and rituals and under-
standing of history, which made sense 
to them and assured their place in it. 
Jesus and his truth were a threat and, 
as we observe on Good Friday, he was 
murdered for it.

April 10 was the anniversary of the 
death of  Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, 
(1846-1955), a Jesuit priest, scientist 
(geologist and paleontologist), theolo-
gian and mystic whose work informed 
his spirituality. Much of what he wrote 
and spoke about was unacceptable to 
some who had the authority to deny 
his ability to publish, teach or lecture.

Despite the censure of his work, he re-
mained faithful to his vows of obedience 
and to the church, as painful and dis-
heartening as it was. After his death, his 
work was published and has informed 
much current theology and spirituality. 

I always have believed that sincere 
seekers of truth, whatever their field of 
study, spiritual path or human experi-
ence, will come eventually to the same 
place: The Holy One who is Truth.

One night, when my middle daugh-
ter was five, I went upstairs to check 
on her and found her wide awake. 

“Mom,” she said, “I don’t know 
what to do. I love God, but I love sci-
ence, too. Some people say that people 
and dinosaurs lived at the same time. 
That the Bible talks about everything 
being created at once. But dinosaurs 
and people didn’t live together. Pale-
ontologists know that.”

She sighed. “I don’t know which to 
choose, God or science,” she said. 

“The good news is you don’t have 

to choose,” I said. “The Bible isn’t a 
science book. The writers of the Bible 
were telling stories and sharing history 
that pointed to the truth as they knew 
it about God. They were truth seekers.

“Scientists are looking for truth, 
too. Sometimes they have to change 
what they thought because a new dis-
covery proves it wrong. But they keep 
observing and experimenting.

“All truth leads to God. So you 
don’t have to worry. The Bible. Sci-
ence. Truth – eventually, they take 
you to the same place.”

She smiled. “I’m glad,” she said, 
then rolled over and went to sleep. 

Seeking truth and accepting it when 
it isn’t what is expected takes open-
ness and humility, as well as courage. 
History is full of examples. In our 
own time, new discoveries and under-
standing in many fields challenge the 
status quo. What do we know of race, 
of the cosmos, of human psychology, 
of the effect of human activity on our 
planet? Truth is always drawing us 
forward into new territory.

“Conventional truth” confronted Je-
sus as he entered Jerusalem. It made 
sense to his palm-waving, excited fol-
lowers, caught up in signs and won-
ders. Of course, he would be King. It 
made sense to them, but not to Jesus. 

Jesus refused to deny the truth of 
who he was. He had a message for 
all people, for all creation, that tran-
scended religion, politics and power. 
His work was to proclaim the radical 
love of God for all and in all.

That truth was hard for his follow-
ers to accept. It certainly turned their 
world upside down. For some, it was 
too much to accept.

The same is true for us. Jesus mes-
sage and our slowly evolving way of 
experiencing it is a challenge. It re-
quires us to both let go and to accept. 
We never can understand God. But we 
can believe that always, God is draw-
ing all things closer to the Divine Self 
until one day, we will understand that, 
mysterious as it is, we are one. 

© 2019 Mary van Balen.  Visit van 
Balen’s blog at  http://www.maryvan-
balen.com/the-scallop.

The challenge and grace of embracing truth

local news, continued from Page 6
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Columbus Bishop Hartley High School has earned the first College Board Advanced Place-
ment computer science female diversity award for achieving high female representation 
in AP computer science principles. Recipients of the honor have expanded girls’ access in 
AP computer science courses. Bishop Hartley is one of 685 schools to accomplish this out 
of more than 18,000 secondary schools worldwide that offer AP courses. Schools earning 
the award have either 50 percent or higher female representation in one of the two AP 
computer science courses, or a percentage of their female computer science students 
meeting or exceeding that of the school’s female population. Hartley AP computer 
science students (back to front) Hannah Kitsmiller, Shirleen Otieno, Bailee Zacovic, Azaria 
Greene-Williams and Nasya James are shown participating in a class activity. 

(Photo courtesy Bishop Hartley High School)

Hartley receives computer science diversity award

Six students from the Dublin St. Brigid of Kildare School Power of the Pen team compet-
ed in a regional tournament in March. They are (from left) Sophia Heise, Sara Goodlive, 
Carly Henry, Devin Mitchell and Victoria Garascia. Yulia Karelina is not pictured. Goodlive 
placed eighth in the seventh-grade division, and the seventh-grade team finished fourth 
overall. Power of the Pen is a competitive creative writing team competition in which 
students write short stories in 40 minutes or less in response to prompts. Students learn 
from example stories, discover new writing techniques, and work on the craft of storytell-
ing.                                                                        (Photo courtesy St. Brigid of Kildare School)

St Brigid Power of the Pen team

Columbus Trinity Elementary School students are shown with the “ceriodic table” – a 
display of cereal boxes designed to mimic the periodic table of elements. The students 
worked together as a class to organize the boxes vertically in groups, such as all marsh-
mallow cereals or flake cereals, and horizontally in periods, with the amount of sugar 
content increasing from top to bottom. They then had to present their reasoning for 
placement to the teacher. Pictured are (from left): first row, Josh Ashmore, Christian 
Stratton, Rece Hatem, Jacob Blubaugh, Mason Murnane and Anthony Wood; second row, 
Christian Kouam, George Hewitt, Sarah Qemalli, Lucy Rodriguez, Esmeralda Qemalli, Zel-
ma Hutton, Evie Borgerding and Madi Dickson. (Photo courtesy Trinity Elementary School)

Students organize ‘ceriodic table’

Bishop Watterson senior Elizabeth D’sa (right) has been awarded a scholarship from the 
Zonta Club of Columbus, based on scholastic achievement, leadership and commitment 
to service in the community and school. Zonta is one of the largest women’s service 
organizations in the world. D’sa is shown with Colleen Linhart, chair of the Outstanding 
Young Women program sponsored by the Zonta Club of Columbus since 1980. D’sa was 
one of 12 high school seniors the program honored this year. More than 100 students 
were nominated. As the club’s scholarship winner, she becomes eligible for Zonta district 
and national awards.                                     (Photo courtesy Bishop Watterson High School)

Watterson senior receives Zonta scholarship

www.columbuscatholic.org
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Deacon Brogan Ryan, CSC, says he 
is about to become a Holy Cross priest 
because God’s persistence overcame 
his own resistance.

Deacon Ryan, the son of Bob and 
Mary Ginn Ryan of Columbus St. 
Catharine Church, will be ordained 
to the priesthood as a member of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross this com-
ing Saturday, April 27, in a ceremony 
beginning at 2 p.m. at the Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart on the campus of the 
University of Notre Dame in South 
Bend, Indiana. He will celebrate his 
first Mass the following day at Notre 
Dame, and his first Mass at his home 
parish will be at 11 a.m. Sunday, May 
26.

As he begins his priesthood, he 
will retain his role as rector of Notre 
Dame’s Keough Hall dormitory, pro-
viding spiritual advice to its residents. 
He has held that position throughout 
the 2018-19 academic year, which 
began shortly after his ordination to 
the permanent diaconate on Aug. 26, 
2018.

Deacon Ryan, one of five men to 
be ordained as priests on April 27 by 
Bishop William A. Wack, CSC, of 
the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahas-
see, Florida, is 33, a few years older 
than most men are at the time of or-
dination. He said that although he al-
ways admired priests and grew up in a 
strong Catholic family, he didn’t think 
after graduating from Notre Dame in 
2008 with a bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting that God was calling him to 
the priesthood.

Instead, he became a teacher at a 
Catholic school in Montgomery, Al-
abama, working with Notre Dame’s 
Alliance for Catholic Education 
(ACE) program. After spending two 
years there and earning a master’s de-
gree in education from Notre Dame, 
he came back to Columbus for two 
years and worked for the KPMG ac-
counting firm.

“Those were two of the most differ-
ent experiences you can imagine,” he 
said. “I was using what I had learned 
and working in the areas I thought I 
was going to specialize in, but through 
all that, I always was feeling a sense 
of unrest, that God had something else 
in mind for me. It was something I re-

alized I couldn’t ignore. 
“I entered the Holy Cross congre-

gation in August 2012. It didn’t take 
long to realize God had been inviting 
me to serve him as a priest for years 
and that the Holy Cross community, 
which works together, prays together 
and supports one another, was where 
I belonged.”

Deacon Ryan is the sixth of 11 chil-
dren. His parents are well known in 
the Catholic community because his 
father is part of the fourth of five gen-
erations of the same family to oper-
ate the Egan-Ryan funeral homes in 
Columbus, and his mother and father 
are co-founders of the SPICE (Special 

People in Catholic Education) organi-
zation. SPICE started at St. Catharine 
School to provide support for pro-
grams for children with special needs, 
and its impact has spread throughout 
the nation.

“SPICE has been incredibly influ-
ential in my life,” he said. “I’ve been 
blessed to be around it and to see the 
way it has evolved. It began as a per-
sonal situation with my parents try-
ing to help one of my sisters, who is 
a special-needs student. Their efforts 
and the cooperation of the staff at St. 
Catherine’s made the school more in-
clusive, making it a place where all 
are welcome, with no barriers to peo-
ple, and from there it’s just kept grow-

ing. It changed the direction of their 
lives and the lives of all of us in the 
family.”

Deacon Ryan said another signifi-
cant family influence was that of his 
twin brother, Brendan, who began 
studies a year ahead of him, but dis-
cerned after four years in the seminary  
that he was not being called to the 
priesthood. Brendan now teaches in 
the religious studies department of St. 
Ignatius College Preparatory School 
in Chicago after following a path sim-
ilar to Brogan’s through Notre Dame, 
the ACE program and seminary.

Another brother, Michael, is in 
formation for the priesthood. He is 

spending a year at the novitiate of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross in  Colo-
rado, which will be followed by grad-
uate theology studies at Notre Dame. 

“Msgr. David Sorohan at St. Cath-
arine’s also had a big impact on me,” 
Deacon Ryan said. “Whenever I think 
of the priesthood and what it means, I 
think of him.” Msgr. Sorohan was St. 
Catharine’s pastor from 1988 to 2004 
and continues to have close ties with 
the parish. The new parish center cur-
rently being built will bear his name.

“Father (Joseph) Trapp, Father 
(James) Black, Father (Michael) 
Lumpe and Father (Dan) Dury (the 
current pastor) at St. Catharine’s also 
provided good examples,” Deacon 

Ryan said. “So did Sister Margaret 
(Hoffman, OSF, English teacher) at 
(Columbus) St. Charles (Preparatory 
School, from which he graduated in 
2004). I’ve been blessed by the con-
stant presence of people happily liv-
ing Catholic values.”

His formation gave Deacon Ryan the 
opportunity to be involved in a variety 
of areas. He served as an RCIA team 
member at Christ the King Church 
in South Bend; in the tax assistance 
program at Notre Dame; as a sum-
mer intern at Holy Redeemer Church 
in Portland, Oregon; as a chaplain at 
Penrose-St. Francis Medical Center 
in Colorado Springs, Colorado; with 
the Catholic Worker organization in 
South Bend; with the Holy Cross mis-
sions in  Uganda; in technology and 
logistics with the Holy Cross general 
chapter in Rome; as assistant direc-
tor at the Old College Undergraduate 
Seminary in Notre Dame; and as an 
intern with Family Theater Produc-
tions in Hollywood.

“Out of all those, probably my time 
in Uganda was what I will remember 
most,” he said. “It enabled me to see 
how important the work is that the 
Holy Cross fathers do throughout the 
world and to have a firsthand look at 
the liveliness of the faith in Africa.”

As rector of Keough Hall, a men’s 
residence hall at Notre Dame, Deacon 
Ryan acts in a role similar to that of 
a parish pastor, planning liturgical ac-
tivities such as nightly Masses, prayer 
services and Lenten activities and an-
swering questions about the Catholic 
Church and life in general from a con-
gregation of 275 “parishioners” – in 
this case, all young men.

“We talk about everything from 
faith life to academic questions to 
career discernment to discipline,” he 
said. “I’m 15 years older than most of 
these guys, so I’m sort of like an older 
brother they can talk to. It’s a real gift 
to be here for them at an important 
time in their lives and to have them 
get to know the Church through me.”

“I don’t know that you can ever real-
ly be ready to become a priest, but I’m 
very excited about it,” he said. “I had 
wonderful formation experiences and 
great people around me, and I know 
so many people have been praying for 
me that I just feel very loved. With 
that and the grace of God, I’m eager 
to see what plans he has for me.”

Brogan Ryan to be ordained as Holy Cross priest
By Tim Puet
Catholic Times Reporter

Deacon Brogan Ryan, CSC, professes his final vows as a member of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross on Aug. 25, 2018 in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart at the University of Notre 
Dame in South Bend, Indiana. Deacon Ryan, a Columbus native, will be ordained as a 
Holy Cross priest on Saturday, April 27 at the basilica. After ordination, he will continue 
as rector of Notre Dame’s Keough Hall dormitory.        (Photo/Congregation of Holy Cross)
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I was introduced to the Divine Mer-
cy devotion as a young girl in the 
1990s by my parents. We attended 
Divine Mercy Sunday celebrations, 
even when they were only offered at 
a handful of parishes in the United 
States and St. Faustina still was known 
as “Blessed” by the Catholic Church 
(as part of the process the Church uses 

to recognize people as saints, this is 
the step before canonization). We 
prayed the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
each day and had the large image of 
Jesus with red and pale rays on our 
mantle over the fireplace. At first, I 
was drawn to the devotion mainly be-
cause the Chaplet was shorter than the 
Rosary, plus I knew of the promises 
given to St. Faustina that those who 
participated in Divine Mercy Sun-
day celebrations by going to Confes-
sion and receiving Holy Communion 
would receive total remission of all 
sin (Diary of St. Faustina, 1109). In 

my immature spirituality as a young 
teenager, I thought this was my “get 
out of jail free” card to live my life 
as I pleased and yet still be able to 
squeak into Heaven. As I grew in my 
faith, I came to understand what the 
devotion to Divine Mercy truly was – 
a great invitation to God’s mercy and 
a call to deep conversion. Much later 
in life, I dove into the Diary of St. Ma-
ria Faustina Kowalska and this great 

devotion took root in 
my life.  

This Sunday, we will 
celebrate Divine Mercy 
Sunday. It is a feast day 
you don’t want to miss!  
Jesus told St. Faustina, 
“I desire that there be a 
Feast of Mercy ... on the 
first Sunday after Eas-
ter.” (Diary, 49) and 
promised to “pour out 
a whole ocean of graces 
upon those souls who 
approach the Fount of 
My Mercy” (Diary, 
699) on this day.  

At the canonization 
of St. Faustina in 2000, 
Pope St. John Paul II 
proclaimed the first 
Sunday after Easter as 
Divine Mercy Sunday, 
to be universally rec-
ognized by the Church 
from that day forward. 
It is a day of extraor-
dinary grace, of being 
cleansed of sin and 
punishment due to sin. 
To celebrate this great 
feast day and receive 
the promised graces of 
complete forgiveness 
of sins and the punish-
ment associated with 

those sins (Diary, 699) is actually 
pretty easy – go to confession before 
or on the feast, attend Mass in the state 
of grace and receive Communion with 
the intention of receiving the graces, 
and do an act of mercy. Today, many 
parishes offer special celebrations on 
Divine Mercy Sunday to make it easy 
for you to go to confession, attend 
Mass, and even do your act of mercy 
by praying the Chaplet for others. I 
never miss this special feast day. Even 
before it was officially proclaimed, I 
would seek out a parish hosting this 

devotion because of the great graces I 
knew I would receive.

Divine Mercy Sunday always has 
been a special day of grace and bless-
ings for me, but one Divine Mercy 
Sunday had a special meaning for me. 
In 2014, I was asked to speak at the 
National Shrine of Divine Mercy on 
the Feast of Divine Mercy Sunday 
for a special project for my friend Fa-
ther Michael Gaitley, a priest with the 
Marians of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. He had asked me to share about 
living the works of mercy with my 
family and to give a personal testimo-
ny of how Divine Mercy had impact-
ed my life. To make this trip, I had to 
choose between hopping on a plane 
and going by myself, or bringing the 
rest of my family (husband and three 
children) with me on a 10-hour road 
trip from our home in Columbus.

I knew what an amazing experi-
ence it would be for my whole fam-
ily to experience the shrine on such 
a holy day – it was, as they say, the 
opportunity of a lifetime. I decided we 
should make the road trip together and 
pitched the idea to my husband. Matt 
is self-employed, and he wasn’t so 
sure that a week of unpaid vacation, 
especially since I would be 36 weeks 
pregnant at the time, was a good idea. 
He also reminded me that our Catholic 
school’s tuition for the next year was 
due shortly, and we certainly didn’t 
have any spare money lying around!

I had talked to my obstetrician, who 
assured me there were good hospitals 
in Massachusetts if I needed one, so I 
told my husband that if God wanted 
us to go, he would make it clear to us 
with a sign.

How could he argue with that?
The following evening, we attended 

an auction and fundraiser at our chil-
dren’s school. As her donation to the 
school, my mother-in-law had given us 
$40 to spend. I used the money to pur-
chase one ticket to the school tuition 
raffle, so-called because the prize was 
exactly that: a year’s free tuition! (If 
you know anything at all about what it 
costs to send a kid to Catholic school 
these days, you can imagine how many 
of those tickets were sold.)

At 8:45, the drawing was announced. 
The master of ceremonies cracked 
some jokes and shook a gift bag full of 
names, finally drawing one ticket from 
the bag. Looking over the crowd, he 

announced that the winners of the raf-
fle were ... Matt and Michele Faehnle!

I was in shock, even though I had 
been praying for a sign. Sometimes 
God just has to knock me over to 
get my attention. He certainly got it 
that night. One look at Matt told me I 
wasn’t the only one who had decoded 
the signal: my husband knew where 
we were headed on spring break.

We road-tripped that spring break, 
stopping in Pittsburgh for a Reds-Pirates 
game; Hershey, Pennsylvania for a tour 
of Chocolate World; and New York City 
to see the bright lights and the Statue of 
Liberty. We ended the trip with a week-
end in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Just 
as I had hoped, it was a beautiful expe-
rience for my whole family.  

We stood atop the hill with thou-
sands of pilgrims to the National 
Shrine of The Divine Mercy and 
chanted the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 
I was in awe. The sun was high in the 
sky, and the mercy and love of God 
were palpable in the sunlight and in 
the voices filling the air.  I knew God 
was blessing us for taking this pil-
grimage, as well as all the people that 
were gathered there.   

What I didn’t know was that He  also 
was preparing me for what was going 
to come next in my life. Our little girl 
arrived a few weeks later. Shortly af-
terward, we were notified there was 
“something wrong” with our baby. 
Genetics testing confirmed what we 
feared, and I found myself unsettled 
by the news.  However, I placed her 
life in Our Lord’s hands and said, “Je-
sus, I trust In You.” I knew that be-
cause of the ocean of graces that had 
been poured out on our family on Di-
vine Mercy Sunday, I was able to be at 
peace and trust in Him.

Excerpts from this article from 
“Divine Mercy for Moms” and “Our 
Friend Faustina,” by Michele Faehn-
le and Emily Jaminet, are reprinted 
with permission of Ave Maria Press 
and Marian Press, the publishers.

Michele Faehnle is the co-author 
of “Divine Mercy for Moms, The 
Friendship Project” and “Our Friend 
Faustina; Life Lessons in Divine Mer-
cy.”  She is also the co-director of the 
Columbus Catholic Women’s Confer-
ence and the school nurse at Colum-
bus St. Andrew School.

Divine Mercy Sunday: An invitation to grace, mercy and conversion

“Our Friend Faustina: Life Lessons in Divine Mercy” by local 
authors Michele Faehnle and Emily Jaminet is scheduled for 
publication this fall from Marian Press. 

By Michele Faehnle



The following consists of quota-
tions from the Diary of St. Faustina 
Kowalska with paragraph references 
(printed in italics), and the author’s 
reflections:

“The soul that will go to Confession 
and receive Holy Communion shall 
obtain complete forgiveness of sin and 
punishment” (699).

Where do the greatest miracles take 
place?

“In the tribunal of mercy (the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation) ... the 
greatest miracles take place and are 
incessantly repeated” (1448).

I never would have thought the 
greatest miracle would be in the con-
fessional, but that’s what Our Lord 
told St. Faustina. I would have thought 
it would be at some healing service, or 
that I would have to go to Lourdes or 
Fatima or another apparition site.  But 
no, Our Lord says the greatest mira-
cles take place in the confessional.

“To avail oneself of this miracle, it 
is not necessary to go on a great pil-
grimage or to carry out some exter-
nal ceremony; it suffices to come with 
faith to the feet of My representative 
and to reveal to him one’s misery, and 
the miracle of Divine Mercy will be 
demonstrated” (1448).

Again, miracles, as well as conver-
sion, take place in the confessional!

Why does Our Lord say “Come to 
me in the confessional and reveal your 
misery?” We are wounded. We need 
healing. Oh, how miserable souls must 
be who do not take advantage of God’s 
miracle of mercy.   We are like a decay-
ing corpse and, from a human stand-
point, there would be no hope. But not 
so with God. He wants us next to His 
Sacred Heart and healed of our misery.

“Fight for the salvation of souls, ex-
horting them to trust in My mercy, as 
that is your task in this life and in the 
life to come” (1452).

St. Faustina is fighting for us to trust 
in God’s mercy. Only that soul who 
rejects it will be damned, for God 
condemns no one. If I go to the con-
fessional expecting miracles and to 
have my sins forgiven, I will get what 
I ask for. I will receive in proportion to 
what I’m open to and expecting. I go 
to Confession trusting that the great-
est miracle of my life is about to take 
place and will be incessantly repeated, 
and that God is going to restore me in 
His fullness. The more you are open 

to, the more you will receive. All de-
pends on trust. Now go to Confession 
expecting miracles.

“I am only hidden by the priest, but 
I, Myself, act in your soul. Here the 
misery of the soul meets the God of 
mercy. Tell souls that from this fount of 
mercy, souls draw graces solely with 
the vessel of trust. If their trust is great, 
there is no limit to My generosity” 
(1602). ... “Tell Me all, My child, hide 
nothing from Me because My loving 
heart, the heart of your best friend, is 
listening to you. ... Do not be absorbed 
in your misery – you are still too weak 
to speak of it – but, rather, gaze on My 
heart filled with goodness, and be im-
bued with My sentiments. Strive for 
meekness and humility; be merciful to 
others, as I am to you; and, when you 
feel your strength failing, if you come 
to the fountain of mercy to fortify your 
soul, you will not grow weary on your 
journey” (1486).

“Be not afraid of your Savior, O sin-
ful soul. I make the first move to come 
to you, for I know that by yourself you 
are unable to lift yourself to Me. Child, 
do not run away from your Father; be 
willing to talk openly with your God 
of mercy who wants to speak words of 
pardon and lavish His graces on you. 
How dear your soul is to Me! I have 
inscribed your name upon My hands; 
you are engraved as a deep wound in 
My heart.” (1485).

The Eucharist: Life and summit of 
Divine Mercy 

Help us penetrate the veil, St. 
Faustina, so we can better understand 
the Eucharist.

The Eucharist is alive. If a stranger 
was to come and watch us receive the 
Eucharist, would the stranger know 
that?

“Oh, how painful it is to Me that 
souls so seldom unite themselves to 
Me in Holy Communion. I wait for 
souls and they are indifferent toward 
Me. I love them tenderly and sincerely 
and they distrust Me. I want to lavish 
my graces on them and they do not 
want to accept them. They treat Me 
as a dead object, whereas My heart is 
full of love and mercy” (1447).

Christ in the Eucharist
The church teaches that the Eucha-

rist is the body, blood, soul and divin-
ity of Christ, and that means the entire 
Godhead – Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it. Together and always, the church 
says we are to reverence unity in the 

trinity and trinity in the unity. 
What do we think happens when 

the Mass begins? Do we think Jesus 
checks His watch and says “See you, 
Dad; see you, Holy Spirit; and see 
you, Mom. I have to get to Mass for 
the sacrifice now. I have to get in the 
Eucharist.” Isn’t this silly? The church 
teaches Christ is present in the Eucha-
rist and in heaven at the same time. 

“Once after Holy Communion, 
I heard these 
words: ‘You are 
our dwelling 
place.’ At that 
moment, I felt 
the presence of 
the Holy Trini-
ty; Father, Son, 
Holy Spirit. I 
was the temple of 
God, child of the 
Father. I cannot 
explain all this, 
but my spirit 
understands all 
this. I knew more 
distinctly than 
ever that the di-
vine persons; the 
Father, Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, 
are one. My soul 
is in communion 
with These Three” (451).

So when we enter into communion, 
we enter into the full Trinity.

There is only one Mass
There is only one liturgy. Christ 

is the only high priest, and all oth-
er priests share in the priesthood of 
Christ. The laity, in a different way, 
share in the one priesthood of Christ, 
but Christ is always the high priest. 
Christ is eternally in heaven, inter-
ceding at the right hand of the Father, 
worshiped by all the angels and saints. 
Only in eternity will we understand 
how awesome the Mass really is.

Doing more than just receiving 
communion

We need to do something more than 
just receive Communion. We must 
become Communion. We must enter 
into Communion with God. When we 
receive, we live in Him and He lives 
in us. “Anyone who eats My flesh and 
drinks My blood remains in Me and I 
in him” (John 6:56).

How do we enter into communion?
There are two kinds of eating: The 

first is sacramental eating. When we are 
receiving this sacrament, we receive 
with belief that this is truly the body, 
blood, soul and divinity of Christ. 

The second is spiritual eating. Spiritu-
al eating is where we do something. We 
actively unite ourselves with Christ. The 
two should happen at the same time. 

There is no limit to how many times 
a day we can spiritually receive Com-
munion. 

There is sacramental Communion 
and there is spiritual Communion, and 
if you can’t receive Our Lord sacra-
mentally every day, you still can re-
ceive Him spiritually. 

In spiritual Communion, you unite 
with Him in a desire to receive Him 
sacramentally. 

If you have such a desire and a long-
ing to receive Communion, and you 
can’t because of some circumstance, 
Christ honors this desire and the grace 
can be as great. 

Let’s say Person A goes to Mass 
only to fulfill his Sunday obligation, 
receives Communion and leaves in 
haste afterward to go watch Sunday 
football. Where is this man’s heart? 
Let’s say Person B has cancer and 
cannot go to Mass, but desires very 
much to receive Our Lord spiritually 
in Communion. Who do you think re-
ceives more graces? 

Person A will receive graces, but not 
as much as Person B. Proper disposi-
tion of heart is what Our Lord desires!

Tim McAndrew is a nationally known 
promoter of the Divine Mercy devo-
tion who lives in the Columbus area.
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A monstrance, illustrated with the rays of the Divine Mercy of 
Jesus as revealed in an image to St. Faustina Kowalska in 1931. 

Divine Mercy Sunday and the two great sacraments
By Tim McAndrew
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Chillicothe St. Peter – 12:30 to 
3 p.m., Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; 
3 p.m., singing of Chaplet of Divine Mercy, 
followed by Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
available from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
27. Chaplet is being recited every day through 
Sunday at 3 p.m.

Circleville St. Joseph – 2 to 3 
p.m., Exposition, Reconciliation; 3 p.m., 
Chaplet. 

Columbus Holy Family – 12:30 
p.m., Exposition, followed by Reconciliation; 
2:30 p.m., solemn blessing and veneration of 
Divine Mercy image; 3 p.m., Chaplet; 4:30 
p.m., Benediction; 5 p.m., Mass.

Columbus Holy Rosary-St. John 
– 9:30 a.m. Mass, followed by procession 
with Divine Mercy image, blessing of image, 
recital of Chaplet (using Rosary beads) and 
veneration of image.

Columbus Our Lady of Victory 
– 3 to 4 p.m., Hour of Mercy, including 
Chaplet, Exposition, and Reconciliation.   

Columbus Sacred Heart – 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m., Reconciliation; 2 p.m., 
blessing of Divine Mercy image, followed by 
Exposition and Litany of the Sacred Heart; 
2:30 p.m., Stations of the Cross, followed by 
Benediction; 3 p.m., Chaplet; 3:20 p.m., Mass.

Columbus St. Catharine – 2 p.m., 
Exposition; 2:05 to 3 p.m., Reconciliation; 
2:05 p.m., Rosary; 3 p.m., Chaplet, led by 
soloist; 3:30 p.m., Benediction.

Columbus St. Dominic – 11:30 a.m. 
Mass, followed by recital of Chaplet (using 
Rosary beads).

Columbus St. Timothy – Following 
noon Mass, Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament; 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., Reconciliation; 
2:30 p.m., blessing of Divine Mercy image; 3 
p.m., Chaplet and Benediction.  

Dublin St. Brigid of Kildare 
– 2 to 3 p.m., Reconciliation; 3 to 4 p.m., 
Exposition, followed by Chaplet and 
Benediction. 

Gahanna St. Matthew – 3 p.m., 
Adoration and Chaplet; 4 p.m., Benediction.

Grove City Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help – 1 to 4 p.m., 
Exposition; 2 p.m., Rosary for the intentions 

of Pope Francis; 3 p.m., Chaplet.

Hilliard St. Brendan – 3 p.m., 
Chaplet sung by Polish Sisters of the 
Immaculate Conception.  

Lancaster St. Mark – 2:30 p.m., 
Veneration of Divine Mercy image; 3 p.m., 
Chaplet; 3:20 p.m., Mass, followed by 
reception.
Logan St. John – 2 p.m., movie about 
history of the Divine Mercy devotion in 

church hall; 3 p.m., Exposition in church; 
3:15 p.m., Reconciliation, singing of Chaplet; 
3:30 p.m., Benediction and Reposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Mattingly Settlement St. 
Mary – 3 p.m., Rosary procession, 
Adoration, Benediction,  Divine Mercy 
devotions. 

Mount Vernon St. Vincent de 
Paul – 2 p.m., Exposition, followed by 
Reconciliation; 2:30 p.m., Litany of the 
Blessed Sacrament; 3 p.m., Chaplet sung, 
followed by Benediction. 

NEW PHILADELPHIA SACRED 
HEART – 2:30 p.m., Exposition, Rosary, 
Reconciliation; 3 p.m., Chaplet, followed by 
Benediction. 

Newark Blessed Sacrament 
– 10:45 a.m., Mass; 11:45 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Adoration; 3 p.m., Chaplet, followed by 
Benediction. Divine Mercy Novena will be 
prayed at 3 p.m. daily through Saturday, April 
27.

Pickerington St. Elizabeth 
Seton – 3 to 4 p.m., Chaplet, Exposition.

Plain City St. Joseph – 2 p.m., 
Exposition; 2 to 2:45 p.m., Reconciliation; 
3 p.m., Chaplet; 3:30 p.m., blessing and 
veneration of Divine Mercy image, followed 
by Benediction.

Powell St. Joan of Arc – 2:30 p.m., 
blessing of Divine Mercy image, followed 
by Exposition, including Liturgy of the 
Word and recital of Chaplet; 3:45 to 5 p.m., 
Reconciliation; 4:45 to 5 p.m., closing prayer 
and Benediction; 5:30 p.m., Mass.
  
Sunbury St. John Neumann – 
Following 11 a.m. Mass, Adoration, Chaplet 
and Reconciliation; 1 p.m., Benediction.

West Jefferson Ss. Simon and 
Jude – 1 to 3 p.m., Adoration; 2 to 2:45 
p.m., Reconciliation; 3 p.m., Chaplet, followed 
by Benediction.

Diocesan Divine Mercy Sunday events

The Divine Mercy image, with rays of red and white. Jesus 
told St. Faustina the red stands for blood, the life of souls; 
the white stands for water, which makes souls righteous. 

The following parishes in the Diocese of Columbus 
have scheduled programs for Divine Mercy Sunday, April 28:
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DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (DRE) POSITION AVAILABLE

St. Peter Roman Catholic Church in north suburban Columbus is seeking a full-
time Director of Religious Education (DRE) able to start at the beginning of June 
2019. The new hire would enjoy a month of mentoring by the retiring DRE.

St. Peter has 2,500 families, with about 500 children and teens enrolled in our 
Parish School of Religion (PSR) and RCIA teen program. The DRE is responsible 
for coordinating the elementary, junior high, and RCIA teen programs; planning and 
organizing for First Reconciliation, First Communion, Confirmation, and the Con-
firmation Retreat, including associated liturgies; directly supervising individual co-
ordinators; securing and training volunteers; budgeting and calendar preparations; 
writing weekly newsletters and bulletin articles; overseeing meetings of catechists; 
running PSR registration and Vacation Bible School (VBS) registration; and making 
PSR policies in conjunction with the Pastor. 

Hours are Monday through Thursday, 34-40 hours a week when PSR is in session 
(which includes two evenings a week) and 28-30 hours a week outside the school 
terms.  

Applicants must have either a master’s degree in Theology (M.A., M.Div.) or Ed-
ucation (M.Ed.) or a bachelor’s degree in Theology or Education, and a minimum 
of three years’ experience administering a Parish School of Religion. Salary is 
commensurate with experience.

Send resumes, with references, to the Director of Religious Education, Maureen 
Luis, Ph.D., at St. Peter Roman Catholic Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43235.

BUSINESS MANAGER – ACCOUNTANT POSITION AVAILABLE

St. Peter Roman Catholic Church in north suburban Columbus is seeking a full-
time Business Manager and Accountant able to start at the beginning of June 2019. 
The new hire would enjoy a month of mentoring by the retiring Business Manager.

In brief, the Business Manager and Accountant administers all parish business op-
erations, including payroll, employee benefits, personnel and office management, 
bill paying, cash flow management, bookkeeping, collections, insurance programs, 
financial statements and budgets; attends meetings with the Parish Finance Coun-
cil; oversees the computer network and assists the pastor in making parish policies.

The Business Manager must have strong management and accounting skills, flex-
ibility and aptitude in order to handle diverse and simultaneous duties. To perform 
this job successfully, an individual should have knowledge of Microsoft Office Word, 
Excel, Outlook and QuickBooks and the ability to learn the diocesan payroll system. 
Excellent oral, written communication and human relations skills are essential.

Applicants must have a bachelor’s degree in accounting or finance and manage-
ment experience. Salary is commensurate with experience.

Send resumes, with references, to the Business Manager, Mike Luis, C.P.A., J.D., at 
St. Peter Roman Catholic Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Columbus, Ohio 43235. 

I’ve been helping people get phys-
ically stronger for nearly eight years. 
In that time, I’ve gone through a lot of 
changes in how I teach others and how 
I train and care for my own body. I’ve 
watched my students learn and grow. 
I’ve seen my training program change 
and evolve, and it continues to do so.

Change is inevitable in all areas 
of our lives, and it can be good, but 
sometimes life hits us hard with any 
number of challenges in family, work 
and life. On top of that, we are aging 
and dealing with forms of physical 
suffering, such as injury, illness and 
infirmity.

 In our physical difficulties, we learn 
about the spiritual power of suffering 
with love and perseverance – and by 
God’s grace, we have an opportuni-
ty to grow spiritually and to develop 
more compassion for the hardships 
faced by others.

Spiritual conversion is similar in 
that changes occur in us that can be 
both uplifting and challenging. We 
may experience many conversions in 
our lifetime as God seeks to bring us 
closer to him to help us grow in holi-
ness. 

Changes, both big in small, by the 
grace of God, can lift us up, lead us 
into darkness, move us into new ways 
of serving, living and doing for God 
and for others. 

The changes might surprise us, even 
frighten us a little, and we may, be-
lieve it or not, even have an occasion-
al longing for some sins that we’ve 
left behind.

According to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (paragraph 1989): 
“The first work of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit is conversion, effecting 
justification in accordance with Jesus’ 
proclamation at the beginning of the 
Gospel: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ Moved by grace, 
man turns toward God and away from 
sin, thus accepting forgiveness and 
righteousness from on high.”

Sometimes conversion, or this 
movement away from sin and toward 

God, means we change how we use 
our resources, our time, our energy, 
and even the people we spend our time 
with. We might be called to simplify, 
to give more, to lead or to follow in 
new ways, to pray more, or just to be 
more. God works with us so person-
ally that the path of conversion is not 
predictable, nor is it ever universal.

I look to the saints for wisdom on 
this journey of conversion that we 
pray continues throughout our lives 
here on earth. The saints are regular 
people who had many points of con-
version in their lives and grew to great 
holiness by their gradual, yet eventual 
submission to God’s will.

Pope St. John Paul II encourages us. 
“I plead with you! Never, ever give up 
on hope, never doubt, never tire, never 
become discouraged. Be not afraid.”

The fruit of conversion can, in fact, 
be the gift of journeying more fully 
with and for others. Other times, it 
can be more of a dark and lonely road, 
as St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta ex-
perienced when God didn’t feel near 
to her, and so we rely on faith to keep 
moving forward without the clear 
light of His presence guiding us.

In our physical journey, as in our 
spiritual journey, there will be chang-
es, conversions, movements big and 
small, good and not so good. I pray that 
we listen to our bodies and respond 
with prudent care – and more impor-
tantly, listen to God, accept and coop-
erate with his grace with a steely focus 
on the ultimate goal of eternal life.

St. Padre Pio knows well the strug-
gles we face. 

“The life of a Christian is nothing 
but a perpetual struggle against self; 
there is no flowering of the soul to the 
heart of its perfection except at the 
price of pain,” he said.

Lori Crock is a parishioner at Plain 
City St. Joseph Church. Lori leads 
SoulCore Rosary prayer and exercise 
at parishes, teaches physical strength 
classes and writes about faith and fit-
ness at holyandhealthycatholic.com.

Holy and Healthy
Lori Crock

Conversion German singing groups to appear together
The United German Singing So-

cieties of Columbus – Columbus 
Maennerchor and Damenchor, Ger-
mania Singing Society, Newark 
Maennerchor and  Mendelssohn Lie-
dertafel – will appear in concert to-
gether at 4 p.m. Sunday, May 5 in the 
renovated Columbus St. Mary, Moth-
er of God Church, 684 S. 3rd St.

This will be the first time all four 
groups have performed at the same 
time since the fall of 2017. Most of 

them have a history that goes back to 
the mid-1800s, when German fami-
lies, whose fathers worked in Colum-
bus’ growing brewery district, formed 
music and athletic clubs. The newest 
of these groups, the Liedertafel, con-
tinues the tradition in new and excit-
ing ways.

Also appearing will be the Alphorn 
Gruezie, a group that plays Alpine 
horns. A free will offering is requested 
for the concert.
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Diocesan Weekly Radio 
and Television Mass 

Schedule: April 28, 2019
Sunday Mass
10:30 a.m. Mass from Columbus St. Joseph Cathedral 
on St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Columbus, and at www.
stgabrielradio.com.

Mass with the Passionist Fathers at 7:30 a.m. on WWHO-
TV (the CW), Channel 53, Columbus. and 10:30 a.m. 
on WHIZ-TV, Channel 18, Zanesville. Check local cable 
system for cable channel listing.

Mass from Our Lady of the Angels Monastery, 
Birmingham, Ala., at 8 a.m. on EWTN (Spectrum 
Channel 385, Insight Channel 382, or WOW Channel 
378).  (Encores at noon, 7 p.m., and midnight). 

Mass from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee at 6:30 
a.m. on ION TV (AT&T U-verse Channel 195, Dish 
Network Channel 250, or DirecTV Channel 305).

Mass from Massillon St. Mary Church at 10:30 a.m. 
on WILB radio (AM 1060, FM 94.5 and 89.5), Canton, 
heard in Tuscarawas, Holmes, and Coshocton 
counties. 

Daily Mass
8 a.m.,  Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in Birmingham, 
Ala. (Encores at noon, 7 p.m. and midnight). See EWTN 
above; and on I-Lifetv (Channel 113 in Ada, Logan, 
Millersburg, Murray City and Washington C.H.; Channel 
125 in Marion, Newark, Newcomerstown and New 
Philadelphia; and Channel 207 in Zanesville);

8 p.m., St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Columbus, and 
at www.stgabrielradio.com.

We pray Week II, Seasonal Proper, Liturgy of the Hours.

The Weekday 
Bible Readings

MONDAY
Acts 4:23-31
Psalm 2:1-9
John 3:1-8

TUESDAY
Acts 4:32-37

Psalm 93:1-2,5
John 3:7b-15

WEDNESDAY
Acts 5:17-26
Psalm 34:2-9
John 3:16-21

THURSDAY
Acts 5:27-33

Psalm 34:2,9,17-20
John 3:31-36

FRIDAY
1 Corinthians 15:1-8

Psalm 19:2-5
John 14:6-14

SATURDAY
Acts 6:1-7

Psalm 33:1-2,4-5,18-19
John 6:16-21

Acts 5:12–16
Psalm 118:2–4,13-15,22–24

Revelation 1:9–11a,12–13,17–19
John 20:19–31

Signs and wonders are at work 
among us. But we must have the eyes 
to see them for what they are. So what 
are we looking for?

 The old expression says “seeing is 
believing,” but that is not really so. If 
we see, we do not need to believe.

Thomas – often accused of doubt-
ing – never really doubted. He went 
from a mistaken certainty that Jesus 
could not have risen from the dead to 
the true certainty that Jesus did just 
that.  

Notice how Jesus comes the week 
after Easter just for Thomas. The oth-
ers already have encountered the risen 
Lord and have come to believe.

Thomas is invited to open His heart 
to belief and is given just what He 
needs to “get it.” His response goes 
further than any of the others’ re-
sponse: “My Lord and my God!”

Thomas’ openness to the truth 
opened in his heart a capacity to know 
something more through faith: The 
risen Lord Jesus is truly God. Thom-
as’ change of perspective opens for all 
of us a new way of seeing.

When Peter and the other Apostles 
walk among the crowds, they find an 
openness to faith, in spite of the con-
troversy that surrounds them. Even 
Peter’s shadow is considered to be 
flowing with the healing grace of Je-
sus Christ.

God loves us personally, unique-
ly, individually and immensely – so 
much that His Son became one of us 
and lived and died and rose in our 
very flesh. 

Now God asks us to become a ves-
sel for the very life that Jesus won for 
human nature. But He doesn’t want us 
to wait until death.

The Eastern Rite churches have 
a strong emphasis on what is called 
“theosis”; that is, “deification” of hu-

man nature. God has become a human 
being so that we might become par-
takers, that is, sharers of the divine 
nature.

Faith in the Resurrection of Jesus 
leads us in two distinct directions: 
First, it invites us to acknowledge Je-
sus for who He IS as the Son of God, 
as the savior of the human race, who 
redeems us and lifts us up to salvation.

Second, it directs us to our neigh-
bor – that is, to each human being we 
encounter – as a bearer of the divine. 
We meet God in Jesus, the risen Lord, 
and we meet the risen Lord Jesus in 
our neighbor.

God’s mercy is the flow of divine 
life outward, transforming, healing, 
sanctifying. It is the power of the ris-
en Jesus living in each of us and be-
ing offered through us to our brothers 
and sisters, to our neighbors and to the 
whole world.

The signs Jesus does are tailor-made 
for each person. We are invited to un-
derstand the meaning of the Resur-
rection not by seeing miracles happen 
outside ourselves – though these cer-
tainly do happen – but rather in our 
own hearts.

We are invited to open our hearts to 
God’s own life. The name of Jesus is 
given to us as the passkey, the way to 
God. 

In the various devotions celebrated 
today in honor of Divine Mercy, we 
pray that through the gift of Eucharist 
– the body, blood, soul and divinity of 
God’s dearly beloved Son – God may 
have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.

There is a movement in the spiritual 
life: Suffering and death give way to 
resurrection and new life and commu-
nion with God and all the saints.

The Sacred Heart of Jesus opens 
to the rays of Divine Mercy that flow 
out into the world. The mercy and for-
giveness and healing that we receive 
from Jesus are given to us so that we 
may go out to share the Gospel.

What is the sign that Jesus does for 
you? Do you have the eyes to see it? Is 
your heart open? Can you join Thom-
as, especially in the celebration of the 
Eucharist, and acknowledge that Je-
sus is your Lord and your God?

Father Timothy M. Hayes is pastor of 
Columbus St. Timothy Church.

Open your heart and believe
Father
Timothy
Hayes

Divine Mercy Sunday (Year C) 

PRAYER TO THE VIRGIN
(Never known to fail)

Oh, most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of heaven, blessed Mother of the Son 
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in necessity. Oh, star of the sea, help me and show me herein, 
you are my Heaven and Earth. I humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to secure me in this 
necessity. There are none who can withstand your powers. Oh, show me herein you are my Mother. 
Oh, Mary conceived without sin, pray for us, who have recourse to thee. (Repeat three times) Oh, Holy 
Mary, I place this cause in your hand. (Repeat three times) Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, 
light all roads that I can obtain my goals. You gave me the divine gift to forgive and forget all evil 
against me, and in all instances in my life, you are with me. I want in this short prayer to thank you 
for all things as you confirm once again that I never want to be separated from you in eternal glory. 
Thank you for your mercy toward me and mine. The person must say this prayer three consecutive 
days, after three days, the request will be granted. This prayer must be published after the favor has 
been granted.  CTH

Living ‘I Do’ – Weekly Marriage Tips
Timing and wording mean the difference between a disagreement and a fight. Ask 
your spouse when the best time is to have a frank discussion, as well as how you 
can bring up hard topics. Think back to previous conflicts to discover what works 
with your spouse and what doesn’t. This is what it takes to learn the art of healthy, 
productive conflict.  
                                                           Diocese of Columbus Marriage and Family Life Office
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740-653-4633
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GEORGE J. IGEL & CO., INC.
2040 ALUM CREEK DRIVE . COLUMBUS, OHIO 

614.445.8421 . www.igelco.com 

SITE DEVELOPMENT. EARTHWORK. UTILITIES. 
CONCRETE. STABILIZATION. EARTH RETENTION. 

ROLLER COMPACTED CONCRETE.

john n. schilling inc.
•	 Air conditioning
•	 heating
•	 Roofing
•	 sheet Metal Work

Since 1894

1488 Bliss st. • 614.252.4915
www.johnnschillinginc.com

•	plumbing
•	heating
•	cooling

614-299-7700
muetzel.com

landscaping
oakland nursery
voted best in the u.s.

now is the best time to 
plan and design your 

landscape, patios, pools, 
walk-ways, retaining walls, 

and sprinkler systems.

614-268-3834

senior health care by angels
•	 Our	caring	home	companions	help	

seniors	live	at	home
•	 Hygiene	assistance
•	 Meals,	Housework
•	 Up	to	24	hour	care
•	 Top	references
•	 Affordable	rates

visiting angels 614-538-1234
614-392-2820

Published a week short of his 92nd 
birthday, Joseph Ratzinger’s essay on 
the epidemiology of the clergy sex-
abuse crisis vividly illustrated his 
still-unparalleled capacity to inciner-
ate the brain circuits of various Cath-
olic progressives.  

The origins of the text written by the 
pope emeritus remain unclear: Did he 
initially write it to assist the bishops 
who met in Rome this past February 
to address the abuse crisis? But what-
ever its history, the Ratzinger diagno-
sis is well worth considering.  

In Benedict XVI’s view, the Catho-
lic crisis of clerical sexual abuse was, 
in the main, an ecclesiastical byprod-
uct of the “sexual revolution:” a tsu-
nami of cultural deconstruction that 
hit the Church in a moment of doctri-
nal and moral confusion, lax clerical 
discipline, poor seminary formation 
and weak episcopal oversight, all of 
which combined to produce many of 
the scandals with which we’re pain-
fully familiar today.  

This diagnosis does not explain 
everything about the abuse crisis, of 
course. It does not explain psycho-
paths like Marcial Maciel and Theo-
dore McCarrick. It does not explain 

the abusive behavior by clergy and 
religious in pre-conciliar Ireland and 
Quebec. It does not explain the chal-
lenges the Church faces from clerical 
concubinage (and worse) in Africa to-
day. 

But Ratzinger’s epidemiology does 
address, pointedly, the sharp spike in 
clerical sexual abuse that began in the 
late 1960s and peaked in the 1980s, 
before the reforms of the priesthood 
and seminaries initiated by Pope John 
Paul II began to take hold. 

As it happens, I have been making 
virtually the same argument since 
the publication of The Courage to Be 
Catholic: Crisis, Reform, and the Fu-
ture of the Church in 2002. 

There, I suggested that the clerical 
self-deception and duplicity that ac-
companied widespread dissent from 
Pope Paul VI’s 1968 encyclical on 
family planning, Humanae Vitae, 

created an environment in 
which abusive sexual behav-
ior intensified.

Men who persuaded them-
selves that they need not 
believe or teach what the 
Church professed to be true 
(especially about the ethics 
of human love) were espe-
cially vulnerable to the tidal 

wave of the sexual revolution; and in 
short order intellectual duplicity led to 
behavioral duplicity and abuse. That 
seminaries were in intellectual and 
disciplinary meltdown in this same 
period compounded the crisis. So did 
Rome’s failure to promote ecclesias-
tical discipline in the face of blatant 
dissent.  

It was, in brief, a perfect storm, one 
in which the dark forces that are al-
ways trying to destroy the Church and 
impede its evangelical mission could 
wreak terrible damage. 

For this analysis, I was duly blud-
geoned by a portside Catholic com-
mentariat that seemed locked into 
denial in 2002. Judging from the im-
mediate, volatile and sometime vi-
cious responses to Ratzinger’s mem-
orandum from the same quarters two 
weeks ago, too many on the Catholic 
Left remain in denial about the link 
between doctrinal and moral dissent 
and clerical wickedness. 

Thus, the pope emeritus was deemed 
senile by some, imprudent by others, 
and disloyal to his successor by the 
critics. One of these frothing pundits 
(many of whom are progressive ultra-
montanists for whom Pope Francis’s 
infallibility is virtually boundless) 
even went so far as to charge Benedict 

with being, in effect, a schismatic.  
But did any of these critics engage 

Ratzinger’s argument? No. Did any 
of the critics offer a different, more 
plausible explanation for the spike 
in clerical sexual abuse that followed 
the penetration of the Church by the 
sexual revolution, the Humanae Vitae 
controversy, the breakdown of disci-
pline in seminary formation, and the 
evolution of moral theologies that de-
constructed the notion that some acts 
are always and everywhere wrong? 
No. As in 2002, there was lots of vitri-
ol, but no serious alternative diagnosis 
was offered. 

And as I’ve noted before, “clerical-
ism” is not a serious explanation for 
the sin and crime of clerical sexual 
abuse. Clericalism facilitates abuse, in 
that abusers prey on those who right-
ly hold the priesthood in esteem. But 
“clericalism” does not explain sexu-
al predation, which has other, deeper 
causes and is in fact a global plague.   

The pope emeritus did the Church a 
service by offering a diagnosis of the 
abuse crisis that should be taken seri-
ously by anyone serious about healing 
the wounds inflicted on the Body of 
Christ by the abuse of Holy Orders 
for wicked, self-indulgent purposes. 
Those who cannot or will not discuss 
the Ratzinger diagnosis with the se-
riousness it deserves thereby brand 
themselves as unserious about resolv-
ing the abuse crisis.  

George Weigel is Distinguished Se-
nior Fellow of the Ethics and Public 
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

The Ratzinger diagnosis 
The Catholic Difference
George Weigel



Columbus Bishop Robert Brennan 
and the president of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops decried 
the Easter Sunday terrorist attacks on 
Catholic and Christian churches in Sri 
Lanka.

“We are deeply saddened by the se-
quence of bombings that took the lives 
of hundreds in Sri Lanka on Easter Sun-
day,” Bishop Brennan said. “It is espe-
cially disheartening that many of these 
attacks were coordinated against Cath-
olic churches during the holiest day of 
our faith, the day we all celebrate Jesus’ 
victory over death and his everlasting 
sacrifice for us. We offer our prayers to 
those who have died, their loved ones, 
and friends; we also pray that those who 
work to aid and assist those affected by 
these events remain safe. 

“In the face of this tragedy, espe-

cially during this Easter season, it is 
important to remember that Christ is 
truly alive – always among us, en-
couraging us to follow his teachings, 
to find a higher path. At Easter Mass, 
we were asked to reject Satan and 
his power over us and learned Jesus’ 
life and resurrection proves death is 
not the final answer, that His truth is 
stronger than the powers of darkness. 
We all pray that Jesus’s message of 
eternal life, joy, and hope will sway 
and redeem those who embrace the 
inherent evil of these acts.”

Sri Lankan government officials on 
April 22 blamed the little-known Is-
lamic group National Thowheeth Ja-
ma’ath for the bombings, which also 
were directed at three luxury hotels. 
Islamic State later claimed respon-
sibility, but the claim could not be 
confirmed immediately. The multiple 

Funeral Mass for James J. Csaszar, 
69, who died Sunday, April 21, was 
celebrated on Thursday, April 25 at 
Columbus St. Anthony Church. Buri-
al was at Resurrection Cemetery, 
Lewis Center.

He was born on Oct, 11, 1949, and 
was a former employee of the Dio-

cese of Columbus finance office.
He was preceded in death by his 

parents; wife, Bobbi; and son, Father 
James Csaszar. Survivors include his 
wife, Sharon; daughter, Jodi ( Mike) 
Snider; brother, Joe (Annie); sisters, 
B and Lori (Peggy); and six grand-
children.

James J. Csaszar
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BROOKER, Ruth, 89, March 29
Holy Cross Church, Columbus

FLOWERS, Chad G., 40, April 18
St. Brigid of Kildare Church, Dublin

HOLLAND, Francis J., 92, April 16
St. Patrick Church, London

HUNTER, Rebecca J. (Sutner), 76, 
April 19
St. Matthias Church, Columbus

KELLEHER, George F., 96, April 20
Holy Cross Cemetery Chapel, Pataskala

KETTLER, Rosemarie (Salway), 92, 
April 17
Sacred Heart Church, Coshocton

MAXWELL, James W., 83, April 14
St. Paul Church, Westerville

MILLER, Heidi S. (Snyder), 48, April 5
Church of the Resurrection, New Albany

MOORE, Collene E., 51, April 21
St. Margaret of Cortona Church, Colum-
bus

RAKO, Laura L., 46, April 11
Church of the Resurrection, New Albany

SABOL, Stephen T., 92, April 11
St. Mary Church, Lancaster

SWINEHART, Dorothy D. (Lichwarcik), 
73, April 16
St. Michael Church, Worthington

VanATTA, Gertrude A. (Reichley), 84, 
April 13
St. Mary Church, Bremen

WOLFE, Michael J., 78, April 14
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Columbus

Pray for our dead

Funeral Mass for Sister Dorothy Lo-
rio, OP, 80, who died on Monday, April 
15, was celebrated on Wednesday, April 
24 at the Motherhouse of the Domini-
can Sisters of Peace in Columbus. Buri-
al will take place later at Rosaryville in 
Ponchatulo, Louisiana.

She was born on Sept. 18, 1938 in 
New Orleans to the late Philip and Ma-
rie (Toups) Lorio.

She was a graduate of St. Mary’s Do-
minican High School and St. Mary’s 
Dominican College in New Orleans, re-
ceiving a bachelor of arts degree in his-
tory and education in 1962. She earned 
a master of arts degree in American his-
tory from St. Louis University in 1970 
and a master of arts degree in social 
work from Tulane University in 1977.

She entered the Dominican Sisters, 
Congregation of St. Mary (now the 

Dominican Sisters of Peace) in 1957 in 
New Orleans and professed her vows 
on June 13, 1959, taking the name Sis-
ter Mary Timothy.

She served in Louisiana at various 
times as a teacher, vocations director, 
social worker, guidance counselor, di-
rector of novices and of temporary pro-
fessed sisters, high school receptionist 
and staff assistant, and Motherhouse 
volunteer before coming to her con-
gregation’s Columbus Motherhouse in 
2017. She had been at Mohun Health 
Care Center since 2018.   

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; brothers, Andrew, Harry, Phil-
ip, and James; and sisters, Sister Thais 
Lorio, SSND and Sister Mary Agnes 
Lorio, SSND. Survivors include broth-
ers, Paul, Lloyd, Thomas and John; and 
a sister, Rosemary Millet.

Sister Dorothy Lorio, OP

It is the goal of the Diocese of Columbus to make the Church a
place of safety: a place of prayer, ministry and comfort. Everyone 
who enters our churches, schools, or facilities must be confident in 
this. Not one child or young person should suffer from abuse while 
at Church. In order to assure the safety of our youth, the Diocese of 
Columbus has enacted a complete program of protection. As part 
of this program, the Diocese of Columbus will provide appropriate, 
just, and pastoral care for anyone who has suffered the crime of 
sexual abuse of a minor at the hands of diocesan clergy or church 
employees or volunteers. The Diocese of Columbus will report any 
and all allegations of abuse reported to it to the authorities and will 
cooperate fully with those authorities.

Help is available: The Diocese of Columbus wants to hear from 
anyone who has suffered. If you wish to report an allegation of abuse 
or need pastoral and/or clinical care in order to begin or continue 
the process of healing from sexual abuse as a child at the hands of a 
member of the clergy or a church employee or volunteer, simply call 
the diocesan Victims’ Assistance Coordinator. You can find contact 
information at the bottom of this notice. If you wish to receive a 
copy of the diocesan complaint form or any of the diocesan policies 
and procedures, simply call the number below or visit the diocesan 
web site at www.colsdioc.org

To contact the diocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator, call:
The Rev. Msgr. Stephan J. Moloney

      614.224.2251 • helpisavailable@columbuscatholic.org

Diocese of Columbus 
Child Protection Plan

Bishop Brennan prays for 
bombing victims in Sri Lanka

See sri lanka, Page 18

Local and Catholic News Service re-
ports
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H  A  P  P  E  N  I  N  G  S

APRIL
26, FRIDAY
Frassati Society Board Game Night
7 p.m., Tabletop Game Cafe, 4316 N. High St., 
Columbus. Columbus St. Patrick Church Frassati 
Society for young adults sponsors board game 
night. Cost $6. 614-224-9522
Holy Hour at St. Matthew
7 p.m., St. Matthew Church, 807 Havens 
Corners Road, Gahanna. Monthly Holy Hour with 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and prayers 
for reparation, purification and sanctification of the 
universal Church. 614-471-0212
Labyrinth Walk at Shepherd’s Corner
7 to 8:30 p.m., Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center, 
987 N. Waggoner Road, Blacklick. Labyrinth walk 
led by Shawn Scott and Nancy Cameron. Theme: 
“Burgeoning Life.” Minimum five participants. 614-
866-4302

26-28, FRIDAY-SUNDAY
Divine Mercy Novena at Blessed Sacrament  
3 p.m., Blessed Sacrament Church, 394 E. Main 
St., Newark. Novena of Divine Mercy, concluding 
on April 28 with Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament from end of 10:45 a.m. Mass until 3 
p.m., when chaplet will be recited, followed by 
Benediction. Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
available from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 740-345-4290
Divine Mercy Chaplet at Chillicothe St. Peter  
3 p.m., St. Peter Church, 118 Church St., 
Chillicothe. Daily recital of Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy, concluding on April 28 with Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament from end of 11:30 a.m. 
Mass until singing of Chaplet, with procession and 
Benediction, at 3 p.m. Confessions heard from 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. April 27. 740-774-1407  

27, SATURDAY
Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave.,
Plain City. Saturday Life and Mercy Mass, followed 
by rosary and confession.
Back in His Arms Again Memorial Mass
1 p.m., Resurrection Cemetery Chapel 
Mausoleum, 9751 N. High St., Lewis Center, 
Memorial Mass sponsored by Back in His Arms 
Again ministry for families who are experiencing 
the loss of a child. 614-906-3115
 
27-28, SATURDAY-SUNDAY
Ohio Dominican Presents’ The Taxi Cabaret’
7 p.m. Saturday, 4 p.m., Sunday, Matesich 
Theater, Erskine Hall, Ohio Dominican University, 
1216 Sunbury Road, Columbus. ODU Panther 
Players present The Taxi Cabaret, a drama about 
six people in their 20s in their first year in New 
York City. $10 adults; $5 for those younger than 
18 or 65 and older; free to ODU students with ID.  
614-251-4453

28, SUNDAY
Praise Mass at Church of Our Lady
11 a.m., Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 
5225 Refugee Road, Columbus. Praise Mass with 
upbeat contemporary music. 614-861-1242
St. Padre Pio Secular Franciscans
1 to 5 p.m., St. John the Baptist Church, 720
Hamlet St., Columbus. Fellowship and ongoing 
formation followed by adoration and prayer, Liturgy 
of the Hours, and initial formation with visitors. 
614-282-4676                            
St. Catherine of Bologna Secular Franciscans
2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi Church,
386 Buttles Ave., Columbus. Prayer followed 
by ongoing formation, general meeting and  
fellowship. Visitors welcome. 614-895-7792
Seasons of Hope Bereavement Ministry
2 to 4 p.m., Our Lady of Peace Church, 20 E. 
Dominion Blvd., Columbus. Fifth meeting of 
six-week support group sponsored by Seasons 
of Hope bereavement ministry for those who 
have lost a loved one, sponsored by North High 
Deanery. Contact rose.daiga@gmail.com.
ODU Senior Art Exhibition Reception
2 to 4:30 p.m., Wehrle Gallery, Wehrle Hall, 
Ohio Dominican University, 1216 Sunbury Road, 
Columbus. Opening reception for exhibition of art 
by seven ODU seniors, which continues through 
Friday, June 14. 614-251-4453
Concerts in a Country Church
3 p.m., St. Colman of Cloyne Church, 219 S. 
North St., Washington Court House. “Playing With 
the Big Boys, Part 2” organ concert, with parish 
music director Craig Jaynes performing solo organ 
works by major composers, plus some lighter fare. 
Tickets $10 at door. Part of parish’s “Concerts in a 
Country Church” series. 937-675-7055   
Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E.
Livingston Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass
entrance). Weekly parish prayer group meets.
for praise, worship, ministry and teaching.
614-886-8266
Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter  
7 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, 
Columbus. Mass in Spanish. 706-761-4054 
Ethan Bortnick Concert at Lincoln Theater
7:30 p.m., Lincoln Theater, 769 Long St., 
Columbus. Concert with 17-year-old pianist Ethan 
Bortnick, with the Columbus St. Christopher 
Church and Columbus Immaculate Conception 
Church youth choirs. To purchase tickets benefiting 
St. Christopher choir, go to http://bit.ly./ethanohio 
and enter promotional code “choir 2019.” Tickets 
$26.50 to $40.50. 
 
29, MONDAY
Rosary at St. Pius X  
6:30 p.m., St. Pius X Church, 1051 S. Waggoner 
Road, Reynoldsburg. Recital of Rosary for the sick 
of the parish and all who are ill. 614-866-2859
  
29-MAY 1, MONDAY-WEDNESDAY
Parish Mission at London St. Patrick
7 to 8:30 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 61 S. Union 
St., London. Parish mission directed by Father 
Thomas Blau, OP. Theme: “He Is Risen.” 740-852-
0942

30, TUESDAY
Padre Pio Prayer Group at St. John the Baptist
12:30 p.m., St. John the Baptist Church, 168 E. 
Lincoln Ave., Columbus. Padre Pio Prayer Group 
meeting, including rosary, devotions, and 1 p.m. 
Mass. 614-294-5319 
Rosary for Life at St. Joan of Arc  
Following 6:15 p.m. Mass, St. Joan of Arc Church, 
10700 Liberty Road, Powell. Recital of Rosary for 
Life, sponsored by church’s respect life committee.
Presentation on Opioids at St. James the Less
7 p.m., Ministry center, St. James the Less 

Church, 1628 Oakland Park Ave., Columbus. 
Presentation on the opioid epidemic with Bobbi 
Krabill of the Ohio Department of Health’s office of 
health improvement and wellness, sponsored by 
parish’s social justice and peace ministry. 614-268-
3828 or 614-288-3827
 

MAY
1, WEDNESDAY
Divine Mercy Chaplet at St. Pius X
6:30 p.m., St. Pius X Church, 1051 S. Waggoner 
Road, Reynoldsburg. Recital of Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy. 614-866-2859
Marian Devotion at St. Elizabeth
7 p.m., St. Elizabeth Church, 6077 Sharon Woods 
Blvd., Columbus. Marian devotion with Scriptural 
rosary, followed by Mass and monthly novena to 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, with Father Ramon 
Owera, CFIC. 614-891-0150

2, THURSDAY
Catholic High School Visit Day at ODU
8:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m., Ohio Dominican University, 
1215 Sunbury Road, Columbus. Catholic High 
School Visit Day for students from diocesan high 
schools, featuring classroom visits, campus tours, 
student panel discussion, admissions information, 
group service project competition, Mass and lunch. 
614-251-4500
Red Mass at Cathedral
5:15 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. 
Broad St., Columbus. Bishop Robert Brennan 
celebrates annual diocesan Red Mass for those 
in professions dealing with law and justice, 
sponsored by diocesan Thomas More Society. 
Cenacle at Holy Name
6 p.m., Holy Name Church, 154 E. Patterson Ave.,
Columbus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
with prayers in the Cenacle format of the Marian
Movement of Priests,
Eucharistic Holy Hour at St. John the Baptist
7 p.m., St. John the Baptist Church, 720 Hamlet 
St., Columbus. Eucharistic Holy Hour with the
intention of deepened holiness and an increase
in the virtue of fortitude for the Holy Father,
bishops, and priests, concluding with Benediction, 
social period and refreshments. 614-294-7702

2-5, THURSDAY-SUNDAY
Cum Christo Weekend at St. James the Less
Beginning 7:30 p.m. Thursday, St. James the Less 
Church, 1652 Oakland Park Ave., Columbus. Cum 
Christo weekend for women interested in setting 
aside daily activities to focus on their relationship 
with Christ. Details at https://cumchristo.org. 
St. Charles Presents ‘Spelling Bee’
8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, St. 
Charles Preparatory School, 2010 E. Broad St., 
Columbus. School’s drama department presents 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. 
Tickets $10 adults, $5 students. 614-252-6714 

3, FRIDAY
St. Cecilia Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
St. Cecilia Church, 434 Norton Road, Columbus. 
Begins after 8:15 a.m. Mass; continues to 5 p.m. 
Saturday.  
Eucharistic Adoration at Columbus St. Peter
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky 
Row Road, Columbus. First Friday Eucharistic 
adoration in day chapel.
First Friday Masses at Holy Family
9 a.m., 12:15 and 7 p.m., Holy Family Church, 
584 W. Broad St., Columbus. First Friday 
Masses in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.                                           
614-221-4323
Monthly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225

Refugee Road, Columbus. Begins after 9 a.m.
Mass; continues through 6 p.m. Holy Hour.
Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club
12:15 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant 
Ave., Columbus. Catholic Men’s Luncheon 
Club meeting, with Joseph Zaino, president 
of the Columbus chapter of Young Catholic 
Professionals. $10 donation requested.
Deacon Ordination at Cathedral
7 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad 
St., Columbus. Bishop Robert Brennan ordains 
diocesan seminarians Frank Brown, Michael 
Fulton, Seth Keller and Gordon Mott, and 
Augustine Ampofo from the Diocese of Kumasi, 
Ghana to the permanent diaconate. 614-224-2251
Organ Concert at Marysville
7 p.m., Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 1033 W. 
5th St., Marysville. Concert with organist Gregory 
Crowell, faculty member at Grand Valley State 
University in Allendale, Michigan. 937-644-6020 
Eucharistic Vigil at Holy Cross
Holy Cross Church, 205 S. 5th St., Columbus. 7:30 
p.m. Mass, including May crowning, followed by 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with various 
prayers, ending with Benediction around 11. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available. 
All-Night Exposition at Our Lady of Victory
Our Lady of Victory Church, 1559 Roxbury Road,
Columbus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
from 8 p.m. until Mass at 8 a.m. Saturday.

3-5, FRIDAY-SUNDAY
Bishop Ready Presents ‘The Addams Family’
7 p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Bishop 
Ready High School, 707 Salisbury Road, 
Columbus. School’s theater department presents 
the musical The Addams Family. Tickets $10 
adults, $9 seniors, $8 children. 614-276-5263 

4, SATURDAY
Fatima Devotions at Columbus St. Patrick  
7 a.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave.,
Columbus. Mass, followed by devotions to Our 
Lady of Fatima, preceded by confessions at
6:30. 614-240-5910
First Saturday Devotion at St. Joan of Arc  
8:30 a.m., St. Joan of Arc Church, 10700 Liberty
Road, Powell. Mass, followed by rosary in
reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
concluding with Fatima prayers.
Mary’s Little Children Prayer Group
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 
Refugee Road, Columbus. 8:30 a.m., confessions, 
9 a.m., Mass, followed by Fatima prayers and 
Rosary (Shepherds of Christ format); 10 a.m., 
meeting. 614-861-4888
Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave.,
Plain City. Saturday Life and Mercy Mass, followed 
by rosary and confession. 
First Saturday Mass at Holy Family
9 a.m., Holy Family Church, 584 W. Broad St.,
Columbus. First Saturday Mass for world peace 
and in reparation for blasphemies against the 
Virgin Mary. 614-221-4323, extension 329
Lay Missionaries of Charity Day of Prayer
9 a.m. to 2 p.m., St. John the Baptist Church, 720
Hamlet St., Columbus. Monthly day of prayer for
Columbus chapter of Lay Missionaries of Charity.
614-294-7702
Centering Prayer Group Meeting
10:30 a.m. to noon, Corpus Christi Center of 
Peace, 1111 E. Stewart Ave., Columbus. Centering 
prayer group meeting, beginning with silent prayer, 
followed by Contemplative Outreach DVD and 
discussion. 614-512-3731   
Filipino Mass at St. Elizabeth  
7:30 p.m., St. Elizabeth Church, 6077 Sharon 
Woods Blvd., Columbus. Mass in the Tagalog 
language for members of the Filipino Catholic 
community. 

CLASSIFIED
The Perfect Mother’s Day Gift!
Send a needy newborn home from the hospital
with a new layette lovingly assembled by the

Christ Child Society members for a $35 donation.
Your Mother will receive a beautiful Mother’s 
Day card announcing your gift in her honor. 

To order, email Janey Davies by May 2nd
at jdavies1349@gmail.com, 

or go to the Christ Child Society of
Columbus website christchildsociety.org. 

Click on Layettes.
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minders of the violence and the hatred 
that we commemorated a couple of days 
ago,” he said. “Just this morning, we hear 
of the bombing of Catholic churches in 
Sri Lanka and of so many lives taken.

“We see all kinds of attacks on hu-
man life and freedom of religion. Acts 

of hatred toward anyone – so unac-
ceptable. And yet on this Easter morn-
ing, you and I come into this church 
boldly, unapologetically, to say ‘In-
deed no, that is not the final answer. 
We reject Satan and all his works and 
all his empty promises. We believe in 

God the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. We believe that Jesus is risen 
and doing great things among us. We 
believe that death is not the answer, 
but that He lives. And we believe that 
there is a power at work that is stron-
ger than any other power that is in this 

world.’
“In the midst of darkness, or terror, 

or sadness, or hatred, we come in here 
and shout out, ‘Alleluia!’ Because He 
is risen, because He is among us. And 
His love, His mercy is stronger than 
any other power.”

holy week, continued from Page 3

Bishop Brennan and Deacon Christopher Yakkel, who will be ordained a priest next 
month, at the elevation of the host and chalice concluding the Eucharistic Prayer portion 
of the Liturgy of the Eucharist at the cathedral’s Easter Sunday Mass.

The bishop incenses the congregation during the cathe-
dral’s 10:30 a.m. Mass on Easter Sunday, April 21.

The bishop blesses the con-
gregation with holy water 
on Easter Sunday.

bombings left more than 300 people 
dead and more than 500 injured.

“This great evil targeted these 
churches as they were packed full of 
worshippers who were celebrating 
Easter, the day in which Christians 
around the world celebrate the rising 
of the King of Peace from the dead,”  
Cardinal Daniel N. Dinardo of Galves-
ton-Houston said on April 21.

He said the churches were St. Se-
bastian’s Catholic Church in Negom-
bo, St. Anthony’s Catholic Shrine in 
Colombo, the nation’s capital, and 
Zion Church in the eastern city of 

Batticaloa, which is an evangelical 
church. The hotels that were attacked 
were the Shangri-La, Kingsbury and 
Cinnamon Grand, all in Colombo.

“We offer our prayers for the victims 
and their families. And we join with 
all people of goodwill in condemn-
ing these acts of terrorism,” Cardinal 
DiNardo said. “This evil cannot over-
come the hope found in our Savior’s 
resurrection. May the God of hope, 
who has raised his Son, fill all hearts 
with the desire for peace.”

The majority of those killed and in-
jured are believed to be Sri Lankan na-

tionals, many of whom were attending 
church services. The government said 
those killed included at least 39 for-
eign nationals from the United States, 
United Kingdom, India, China, Japan, 
Australia, Turkey, Australia and other 
European nations.

At the Vatican, after his Easter bless-
ing, Pope Francis expressed sadness 
concerning the bombings in Sri Lanka.

Terrorist attacks like those in Sri 
Lanka “are the acts of those who re-
ject the sanctity of life, human rights 
and religious freedom,” Carl Ander-
son, supreme knight of the Knights of 

Columbus, said on April 22. In addi-
tion to prayers, he said, the fraternal 
organization is sending $100,000 to 
Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith of Colom-
bo to use “in the rebuilding and repair 
of his Christian community in the af-
termath of this act of terrorism.”

Anderson said that “globally, it is 
well documented that Christians are 
the most persecuted religious group 
today. Now is the time for every coun-
try to take concrete steps to protect 
their minority populations, including 
Christians, and to stop this persecu-
tion and slaughter.”

sri lanka, continued from Page 16

Bishop Robert Brennan welcomes newly confirmed candidates into full communion with 
the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil Mass in Columbus St. Joseph Cathedral on Satur-
day evening, April 20.                                                                                 (CT photos by Ken Snow)

Bishop Brennan and members of the congregation, all carrying lighted candles, listen as 
the “Exsultet,” the Easter proclamation, is sung just before the beginning of the Liturgy 
of the Word at the cathedral’s Easter Vigil Mass.



The Columbus St. Charles Prepa-
ratory School drama department will 
present its spring musical production, 
The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, at 8 p.m. Thursday 
to Saturday, May 2 to 4 and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, May 5 in the campus theater, 
2010 E. Broad St.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 
for students. Reservations may be 
placed by calling the St. Charles 
main office at (614) 252-6714 week-
days from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Cast members include Anna Turek, 
Jack Margiotta, Claire Ferguson, 
Donald Search, Michael Liss, Alexa 
Kreuzer, Avantae Gonzalez, Avery 
Valenta and Noah Kuhr.

This Tony Award-winning show 
features a quirky, yet charming cast 
of outsiders for whom a spelling 
bee is the one place where they can 
stand out and fit in at the same time. 
In the lighthearted one-act spoof, six 
students, overseen by grown-ups who 
barely managed to escape childhood 
themselves, learn that winning isn’t 
everything and that losing doesn’t 
necessarily make you a loser.

The musical debuted on Broad-
way on April 15, 2005 and had 1,136 
performances before closing on Jan. 
20, 2008. It was conceived by Rebecca 
Feldman, with music and lyrics by Wil-
liam Finn, a book by Rachel Sheinkin 
and additional material by Jay Reiss.

St. Charles presents ‘Spelling Bee’

Featured in Columbus St. Charles Preparatory School’s production of The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee are (from left): first row, Anna Turek, Jack Margiotta, Claire 
Ferguson, Donald Search, Michael Liss and Alexa Kreuzer; second row, Avantae Gonzalez, 
Avery Valenta and Noah Kuhr.                     (Photo courtesy St. Charles Preparatory School)

The theater department of Colum-
bus Bishop Ready High School, 707 
Salisbury Road, will present a visit to 
The Addams Family, on, appropriately, 
Friday the 13th of May at 7 p.m., and 
again at 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 
May 14 and 15.

The musical comedy, based on the 
television series of the same name and 
the cartoons of Charles Addams, brings 
together the themes of love, patience, 
trust and the definition of “normal” in 
one spooky venue, where to be sad is 
to be happy and transformations are 
about take place.

The Addams family, like every other 
family, faces the spookiest nightmare 

of all:  the kids are growing up! 
Daughter Wednesday is now 18 and 

ready to live her own life, while her 
parents, Gomez and Morticia, would be 
very happy to have life continue as it 
always has. Add brother Pugsley and a 
boyfriend for Wednesday and it’s sure 
to be one interesting family encounter.  

Playing featured roles are John Pyles, 
Eva Freeman, Sandon Skuce, Dominic 
Tokar, Grace Larger, Olivia Chambers, 
Daniel Hamilton and Julianne Pece, 
with a cast of 15 “ancestors.” 

Tickets are $10 for adults, $9 for 
those 65 and older and $8 for children.  
For more information, call the school at 
(614) 276-5263.

‘The Addams Family’ visits Bishop Ready
Playing featured roles in Bishop Ready’s production of The Addams Family are (from left) 
Eva Freeman, Grace Larger and John Pyles.       (Photo courtesy Bishop Ready High School)

Lend an ear!
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