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"IT WILL BE A HOLY YEAR OF MERCY.

-POPE FRANCIS

EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY
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The Editor’s Notebook

Mercy and the Holy Door

By David Garick, Editor

This week, the Catholic Church
embarks on a Jubilee Year of Mercy
declared by Pope Francis. Mercy is
central to our faith. Everything Our
Lord taught us during his earthly
ministry revolves around his benev-
olence, forgiveness, and kindness.
The very act of God Himself coming
down from heaven in human form,
living among us, then giving his life
for the redemption of our sins and
rising from the dead to show us the
way back to heaven is the absolute
embodiment of mercy.

We don’t need a special year to ac-
cess the eternal mercy of God. It
is always with us. But as weak hu-
mans, we are often distracted and
wander off like lost sheep, and it is
good that we have the special op-
portunity to refocus our attention on
God’s mercy.

Pope Francis has done something
unique with this Jubilee year by hav-
ing a Holy Door designated at every
cathedral in the world, including
St. Joseph Cathedral in Columbus.
What a glorious opportunity to easily
obtain a plenary indulgence by en-
tering the Holy Door, which is Jesus
himself, at our own cathedral. What
a joy to acknowledge our individual
human failings and to receive God’s
grace of forgiveness as we receive
holy Communion with Christ and
with all the faithful.

Equally important is that we then
exit the Holy Door and take with
us the grace to live a life of mercy,
as demonstrated by Christ. As Jesus
told us in the Sermon on the Mount,

EXTRAORDINARY
JUBILEE OF MERCY

Front Page photo:
The Year of Mercy
proclaimed by Pope
Francis for the Catho-
lic Church worldwide,

“Blessed  are
the  merciful,
for they shall
receive mercy.”
We are called to be Christlike and
share the mercy we have received
with those around us. That includes
all those we come in contact with:
the guy who cuts us off in traffic, the
indifferent and distracted store clerk,
the family member who says cruel
and unkind things, the insensitive
spouse, the harsh and unfeeling boss,
and any number of others who have
not done what we think they should
do. Showing them mercy is a bless-
ing to their soul, even if they don’t
seem to get it at the time. In doing so,
we also are filled with God’s mercy
because of our love.

During this year, we should give
special attention to the call to go
out into the world and perform the
corporal works of mercy: to feed
the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked, give shelter to the
homeless, visit the sick and impris-
oned, and bury the dead. We also are
called to stand for the spiritual works
of mercy: to instruct the ignorant,
counsel the doubtful, admonish sin-
ners, bear wrongs patiently, forgive
offences willingly, comfort the af-
flicted, and pray for the living and
the dead.

After relating the story of the mercy
shown by the Good Samaritan, Je-
sus told his followers, “Go and do
likewise.” He tells each of us the
same thing today as his mercy shines
brightly from the Holy Door.

Pope Francis walks through the Holy Door after opening it to begin the Holy
Year of Mercy at the start of a Mass with priests, religious, catechists, and
youths at the cathedral in Bangui, Central African Republic, on Nov. 29. That
will be followed by the opening of the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome and at all cathedrals around the world, beginning on Dec. 8.

(NS photo/L'Osservatore Romano

HoLy DAY oF OBLIGATION

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY ~ MONDAY,
DECEMBER 8§
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THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

The importance of the Feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception in the Church’s calendar was shown by Pope
Francis when he chose that date — Dec. 8, which this
year falls on a Tuesday — to open the Jubilee Year of
Mercy, which concludes next year on the Feast of
Christ the King, Sunday, Nov. 20.

In his declaration on March 13 which announced the
event, he entrusted the year to the Virgin Mary, “that
she turn her gaze upon us and watch over our journey,
our penitential journey, our yearlong journey with an
open heart, to receive the indulgence of God, to re-
ceive the mercy of God.”

Pope Pius IX proclaimed the dogma of the Immacu-
late Conception of Mary in 1854 in a document titled
Ineffabilis Deus (Indescribable God), which is quot-
ed in paragraph 491 of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church. It states:

“The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first
moment of her conception, by a singular grace and
privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits
of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved
immune from all stain of original sin.”

A little later in the document, Pius IX said God
“attended her (Mary) with such great love, more than
all other creatures, that in her alone he took singu-
lar pleasure. Wherefore he so wonderfully filled her,
more than all angelic spirits and all the saints, with an
abundance of all heavenly gifts taken from the trea-
sury of the divinity, that she, always free from abso-
lutely every stain of sin, and completely beautiful and
perfect, presented such a fullness of innocence and
holiness that none greater under God can be thought
of, and no one but God can comprehend it.”

Paragraph 492 of the Catechism continues, “The
splendor of an entirely unique holiness by which
Mary is enriched from the first instant of her concep-
tion comes wholly from Christ: she is redeemed, in a
more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of her
Son. The Father blessed Mary more than any other
created person in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places and chose her in Christ before
the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless
before him in love.”

Two passages in Scripture point us to this truth. The
first is Genesis 3:15, in which God, speaking to the
serpent after the fall of Adam and Eve, says, “I will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and hers; he will strike at your head,
while you strike at his heel.” The Jews saw this pas-
sage as referring to the struggle between God and Sa-
tan, and the Catholic Church sees in “the woman” a
prophetic shadowing of Mary.

Also, in Luke 1:28, the angel Gabriel describes Mary
as “full of grace.” As the late Father William G. Most,
a Marian theologian who taught for more than 40
years at Loras College in Dubuque, lowa, explains in
his book, Our Lady in Doctrine and Devotion, “In this
verse, we can see even more strongly the complete
enmity with the serpent, for God’s grace is complete,

opposed to Satan’s reign. If Mary was ‘full of grace,’

it seems that she must have been conceived immacu-
late. ...

“(Yet) Even though Mary was full of grace at the
start of her life, ... she could still grow, for, as it were,
her capacity for grace could increase. ... The greater
the work, the greater the merit: her cooperation in the
redemption was the greatest work possible.”

There was a sense among believers from the earli-
est days of the Church that Mary was unique among
human beings, but it took centuries to define what
made her different. During the Middle Ages, doctors
of the church such as St. Bernard of Clarvaux and St.
Thomas Aquinas denied that Mary could have been
immaculately conceived, based on their understand-
ing of theology as it existed at the time.

But in time, the theological tide began to turn, espe-
cially because of the work of the 14th-century theo-
logian John Duns Scotus. “He showed that for God
to preserve Mary from original sin was a greater re-
demption than to allow her to fall into it and rescue
her,” Father Most wrote.

Pope Sixtus IV in 1477 praised the liturgical celebra-
tion of the Immaculate Conception. The Council of
Trent gave it more support in the 16th century. Pope
St. Pius V in 1568 put the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception on the Church calendar, and Pope Clem-
ent XI in 1708 made it a holy day of obligation. So
for centuries before Pius IX’s 1854 declaration made

it dogma, the Church believed the doctrine of the Im-
maculate Conception.

The bishops of the United States in 1846 placed the
nation under the protection of the immaculately con-
ceived Mary. Before issuing his proclamation, Pius
IX asked the world’s bishops whether he should do
so0, and 90 percent responded affirmatively.

Four years later, in 1858, Mary put what might be
said to be her personal stamp of approval on the
proclamation when she appeared to St. Bernadette at
Lourdes and said “I am the Immaculate Conception.”

Many people confuse the Church’s teaching on the
Immaculate Conception with the doctrine of the vir-
gin birth of Jesus. Although both are necessary to an
understanding of Christ’s nature, they are separate
doctrines. However, the virgin birth is explicitly de-
scribed in Scripture, and Mary’s sinless nature is not.
This is one reason why many of the early Church fa-
thers had difficulty seeing her as sinless.

The Scripture readings for the Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception include the Genesis description of the
consequences of the sin of Adam and Eve, and Luke’s
Gospel account of Mary’s acceptance of her role as
the mother of Jesus. These combine to emphasize
Mary as the new Eve who said “Yes” to God, while
the first Eve said “No.”

Pius IX put it this way: “Eve listened to the serpent
with lamentable consequences; she fell from original
innocence and became his slave. The most Blessed
Virgin, on the contrary, ever increased her original
gift, and not only never lent an ear to the serpent, but
by divinely given power she utterly destroyed the
force and dominion of the evil one.”

Mary has been honored in the United States from the
earliest days of European colonization.

In 1643, the king of Spain issued a proclamation
placing the Spanish colonies in North and South
America under the protection of the Blessed Virgin.
Her patronage also was implicit in the voyages of
Christopher Columbus, who named his flagship the
Santa Maria.

The largest Catholic church in the United States is
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception in Washington. Its cornerstone was
laid in 1920, but it took nearly 40 years to finish be-
cause of the Depression and World War II. The basil-
ica is one of thousands of churches across America
dedicated to Mary.

In the Diocese of Columbus, churches in Bremen,

Chillicothe, Columbus, Delaware, Groveport, Lan-
caster, Marion, Mattingly Settlement, Portsmouth,
and Waverly, and schools in Columbus, Delaware,
Lancaster, and Marion bear the name “St. Mary.”
Churches in Columbus, Dennison, and Kenton, and
schools in the first two of those cities are named “Im-
maculate Conception,” and several other churches
and schools in the diocese are dedicated to the Blessed
Virgin under one of her many titles.
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PRACTICAL = _STEWARDSHIP

By Rick Jeric

Paths

Second Sunday of Advent: “Prepare a way for the
Lord, make His paths straight, and all mankind shall
see the salvation of God.” (Luke 3:4,6). Although sin
is not a common word today, we all have responsibil-
ity for our actions, the good and the bad. We all have
a need for the love and mercy of God. | ask for the
grace to repent of the actions that lead me from God
and to change and grow in love of God and others.

Second Monday: “Which of these is easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven you’
or to say,‘Get up and walk?” (Luke 5:23). In this well-known story,a paralyzed
man is lowered through a roof because a large crowd has gathered in front of
Jesus, making it impossible for the man to get through to see Him. It is hoped
that Jesus will cure the man’s paralysis, but instead, Jesus tells him,“My friend,
your sins are forgiven you.” Was this because the man’s soul was in greater
need of healing than his body? In the story, Jesus goes on to show that He has
the power to heal both, and the man gets up and walks away. What in your
life needs healing? Ask God to bring healing to this part of your life. | will try
to be a person of healing today, bringing peace to those with whom | am in
contact.

Second Tuesday: “l am the handmaid of the Lord, said Mary, ‘Let what you
have said be done to me’” (Luke 1:38). Today is the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception. It reminds us of how Mary said “Yes” to God despite the conse-
quences of this “Yes” and how people would respond to her. She said “Yes”
in gratitude and lived as a witness. Today is also the start of the Jubilee Year
of Mercy, during which Pope Francis hopes that all will experience a true mo-
ment of encounter with the mercy of God. | will try to really live my “Yes” to
God today and show my faith through my witness.

Second Wednesday: “Come to me, all you who labor and are overburdened,
and | will give you rest” (Matthew |1:28) This can be a crazy time of year
— and even if we are not preparing for a lot of visitors at Christmas, we are
aware that there is much busy-ness and focus for the great feast that is a little
more than two weeks away. Take time today to just sit before God for |0 min-
utes and ponder the fact that it is God who can give us rest and inner peace.

Second Thursday: “If anyone has ears to hear, let him listen. (Matthew | 1:15).
We all live in the knowledge that Jesus did come. Do we have ears to listen?
We have the capacity to be the listening ears of Christ — to be co-workers
with God in the building of the Kingdom. Sit with that thought for a few min-
utes. When someone speaks to you today, really try to have “ears to listen.”
Witness to your faith, either implicitly or explicitly.

Second Friday:“The Lord will come, go out to meet Him” (Gospel Acclama-
tion). Advent is a season when we wait, when we have a chance to connect
with our expectancy. We are confident that the Lord will come. Our chal-
lenge is to have the courage to go out to meet Him. Ve have already had this
encounter, and yet we wait. Today, | will be Christ to another — | will decide on
a small way that | can bring the Lord to someone who has not encountered
Him. | might do this in word or in deed.

Second Saturday: “Elijah has come already and they did not recognize him”
(Matthew 17:12).We are all very blessed that we have met or have a desire to
meet God in prayer. When Elijah came, he was not recognized. Jesus was also
not recognized universally for who He truly was; this is still true today. | will
try to help people see that | am a Christian today — | will not be ashamed of
saying that if the opportunity arises.

Jeric is director of development and planning for the Columbus Diocese.

Guadalupe Center Director

Catholic Social Services has
named Ramona R. Reyes as
the first program director of its
Our Lady of Guadalupe Center
on the west side of Columbus.

Before coming to the center,
she was employed for 24 years
by Nationwide Insurance,
where she worked as a human
resources professional. She also is serv-
ing her second term on the Columbus
Board of Education and is the board’s
first Hispanic member and the city’s
only Latina elected official.

The Our Lady of Guadalupe Center be-
gan more than five years ago as a food
pantry and has expanded to provide
services including English as a Second
Language classes, health screenings, and
community referrals to newly arriving
Hispanic immigrants.

“Ramona’s leadership, professionally
and in the community, makes her the right
person to lead the Our Lady of Guadalupe
Center and address the pressing needs of
central Ohio’s Hispanic community,”
said Rachel Lustig, president and chief

executive officer of Catholic
Social Services, “We are all
inspired by Ramona’s passion
and drive to create opportuni-
ties for Hispanic families not
just to survive, but to thrive in
our community.”

“Together, we hope to re-
move the barriers that prevent
the Hispanic community from reaching
its potential and contributing fully to our
area,” Reyes said.

Before joining the school board, Reyes
was a member of the Ohio Commission
on Hispanic/Latino Affairs and president
of the local Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce. She is the associate publisher
of Who's Who in Latino Columbus and
was featured in the inaugural edition of
Women s Book and the 2013 “Women You
Should Know” calendar of Women for
Economic and Leadership Development
(WELD).

She received a bachelor of arts degree
from The Ohio State University and is a
fellow of the National Hispana Leader-
ship Institute.

Guadalupe Procession

The annual procession through north
Columbus sponsored by Parroquia San-
ta Cruz, the parish for the area Latino
community which meets at Columbus
Holy Name Church, will take place
Sunday, Dec. 6.

The 3.9 mile procession will start at
9 am. at the COTA Park and Ride
stop at 4939 N. High St., traveling 3.9
miles down High Street and Patterson
Avenue to Holy Name Church, 154
E. Patterson Ave. At the church, the
“Happy Birthday” serenades to Mary
known as mananitas will be sung at

12:30 p.m., followed by Mass and re-
freshments.

Mananitas also will be sung at the
church at 10 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11, fol-
lowed by Mass at 11. On Saturday, Dec.
12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, there will be recital of the rosary,
followed by Mass, at 5:30 p.m. and a
fiesta after Mass.

A list of events related to the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe at other par-
ishes in the Diocese of Columbus will
be published in next week’s Catholic
Times.
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Mount Carmel Health System Appoints Nursing Executives

The Mount Carmel Health System has appointed
Linda Carrick as regional chief nursing executive and
Jodi Wilson as chief nursing officer and vice presi-
dent of patient care services at Mount Carmel East
Hospital.

Since Carrick joined Mount Carmel in April, she has
held both positions. The addition of Wilson allows
Carrick to devote all her efforts to her regional ex-
ecutive role and assume responsibility for patient ex-
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perience across the health
system.

Wilson joins the Mount
Carmel East leadership
team from Diley Ridge
Medical Center, a joint
venture between Mount
Carmel and Fairfield Med-
ical Center. She has been
the center’s president and
chief operating officer
since it opened in 2010.
Diley Ridge is a state-of-
the-art medical complex
that includes emergency,
inpatient, and diagnostic services, as well as an at-
tached medical office building.

Under Wilson’s leadership, Diley Ridge increased
access to high-quality emergency services and served
residents of southeast Franklin and northeast Fair-
field counties as a health care provider and a proud
and dedicated community partner. In addition, Diley
Ridge achieved top-quartile patient satisfaction scores
from Press Ganey.

Wilson will begin serving in her new role at Mount
Carmel East on Monday, Dec. 14.

“It’s bittersweet to be leaving my wonderful col-

Linda Carrick

leagues at Diley Ridge,
but I know that the dedi-
cated and hardworking
team there will continue
to provide an exceptional
experience to our pa-
tients,” said Wilson. “I’'m
excited for the opportunity
to join the team at Mount
Carmel East, especially as
the hospital embarks on its
historic, people-centered
modernization project.”

Jodi Wilson

Mount Carmel East is in

the midst of a $310 million

renovation that will be completed in phases through

2019. The project will include the construction of a

new five-story patient care tower and 128 new all-

private, acuity-adaptable patient rooms, as well as

complete renovation of the original 1969 bed tower to
provide 112 all-private patient rooms.

In addition, Mount Carmel East will become home
to Mount Carmel’s Level Il trauma program, provid-
ing critical access to this vital service to the eastern
half of central Ohio. It is part of a more than $700 mil-
lion investment Mount Carmel is making to transform
health care delivery in central Ohio.

Mount Carmel New Albany Honored

Mount Carmel New Albany Hospital continues its
track record of nationally recognized excellence after
being awarded the Press Ganey Guardian of Excel-
lence Award for the 10th consecutive year for its sus-
tained quality in patient care.

“I could not be prouder of the colleagues, physi-
cians, and volunteers of Mount Carmel New Albany
whose commitment to high-quality. people-centered
care continues to make this award possible,” said Di-
ane Doucette, president of the hospital. “Our team
is consistently recognized for its exceptional patient
care, and we look forward

Award honors top-performing facilities who con-
sistently sustain performance in the 95th percen-
tile for patient experience, employee or physician
engagement, or clinical quality performance. Press
Ganey clients are awarded annually based on one
year of data.

Mount Carmel New Albany also made the Beck-
er’s Hospital Review 2015 list of 100 hospitals
with great orthopedic programs for its outstanding
quality in orthopedic, neurological, and musculo-
skeletal care.

to maintaining that excel-
lence for years to come.”

The Press Ganey
Guardian of Excellence
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St. Andrew Thanksgiving

Columbus St. Andrew
School first-grade stu-
dents enjoyed a Thanks-
giving feast last month.
After performing songs
and poems for their
parents, all feasted on
Thanksgiving food and
gave thanks for their
blessings. Pictured are
(from left) Aubrey Wen-
zke, lzzy Claprood, and
Michael Zarick.

Photo courtesy St. Andrew School
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Using Common Era instead of AD?;
Switching religions

E QUESTION & ANSWER

: by: FATHER KENNETH DOYLE

Catholic News Service

ing CE (the Common Era) and BCE (Before
the Common Era) in place of AD and BC (Before
Christ), which have been in use for hundreds of
years? 1 was told by a Catholic teacher in our area
that this change is intended to foster better relations
with non-Christians. This is too “politically correct”
for me to accept without further explanation. Please
help. (Somerville, New Jersey)

Q. To mark dates, why are people now us-

. The teacher you spoke to is right. The rea-

son some have adopted the use of CE rather
than AD (4nno Domini, Latin for “In the year of Our
Lord” ) is to ease the minds of non-Christians who
might object to this implicit acknowledgement of
Jesus as Lord.

Depending on one’s perspective, the new terminol-
ogy has been viewed as an attack on Christianity or
simply as an assertion of religious neutrality.

In 2000, the Southern Baptist Convention called it
the result of “secularization, anti-supernaturalism ...
and political correctness,” and encouraged its mem-
bers to “retain the traditional method of dating and
avoid the revisionism.”

On the other hand, former UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan (who was himself a Protestant) has said,
“The Christian calendar no longer belongs exclu-
sively to Christians. People of all faiths have taken
to using it simply as a matter of convenience. There
is so much interaction between people of all faiths
and cultures -- different civilizations, if you like --
that some shared way of reckoning time is a neces-
sity. And so the Christian Era has become the Com-
mon Era.”

In 2011, an op-ed piece in the Vatican newspaper
L’Osservatore Romano blasted the British Broadcast-
ing Corp. forabandoning the traditional AD in favor of
CE. “To deny the historically revolutionary function
of'the coming of Christ on the earth, accepted even by
those who do notrecognize him as Son of God,” wrote
the author, “is enormous nonsense.”

Some critics of the change point out that many
commonly accepted designations have a basis in re-
ligious beliefs. (They note, for example, that “Janu-

ary” comes from Janus, who was the Roman god of
gates and of doorways.)

To me, there is a certain silliness to the entire dis-
cussion. Even those who opt for the new designation
as an ideological protest still adopt the traditional
date of the birth of Christ as the basis for numbering
the years. (If you really wanted a secular calendar,
why not use the founding of Rome as the focal point
of human history -- which is what the Roman Em-
pire did for centuries.)

I grew up in the Methodist Church but became
a Catholic when I married my husband more than
60 years ago. We raised our children in the Catholic
Church, and my husband passed away in 2006.

Now, at the age of 84, I feel a strong desire to at-
tend the Methodist Church of my childhood. I don’t
know that I really want to rejoin that church after
all these years; I think it’s more just wanting to go
to their services a few times. (I have friends who
belong to our local Methodist parish, and they would
be happy to have me accompany them.)

What do you think of this? Am I just longing for the
past, or is it a sign that I am not completely satisfied
with the Catholic Church? I don’t know that I will
act on this wish (my kids would be shocked if I did)
but the thought is very often on my mind. (Iowa)

QI. The older I get, the more this is on my mind.

. To be a Catholic is to be committed to certain

core principles of faith. Among them are the
centrality of the Eucharist and the conviction that
Jesus has entrusted to Peter and his successors the
task of guiding the church, with the guarantee of
doctrinal purity.

Since you have pledged allegiance to those princi-
ples of faith for 60 years, I would find it surprising if
you were ready to forsake them now. In my mind it’s
more likely -- as happens when each of us age -- that
you are experiencing a nostalgic longing for some of
the experiences and surroundings of the past.

I don’t see any harm in your accompanying your
friends to an occasional Methodist service and per-
haps being reminded of the religious enthusiasm
you felt in your youth. But I would think it wise
-- perhaps even before you do that -- to talk with a
sympathetic priest who might help you sort out your
feelings.

Questions may be sent to Father Kenneth Doyle
at askfatherdoyle@gmail.com and 40 Hopewell St.,
Albany NY 12208.
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Dawes to Speak at ODU
Commencement Ceremony

Ohio Dominican University’s 104th commencement
ceremony will be at 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 12 in Alum-
ni Hall on the university’s main campus, 1216 Sunbury
Road, Columbus. Robert L. “Bob” Dawes, co-founder
of the Bob-Boyd auto dealerships, will deliver the key-
note address.

In addition to awarding more than 230 student degrees,
ODU will confer the degree of doctor of humane letters
honoris causa upon Dawes and James “Jim” F. Laird Jr.,
board director and corporate secretary of the Diamond
Hill Investment Group.

“Commencement is a milestone in the life cycle of our
university community — a moment when we celebrate
the accomplishments of our graduates,” said Dr. Peter
Cimbolic, Ohio Dominican president. “During this time
of celebration, it is fitting that we honor Bob Dawes and
Jim Laird for their ongoing devotion to Ohio Domini-
can, to Catholic education, and to the common good.
Their example serves as a model that our graduates
would do well to emulate.”

Dawes has 45 years of experience in operating an au-
tomobile dealership. In 1970, after he spent 10 years
working in sales and marketing at Ford Motor Co., he
and Boyd Fackler founded the Bob-Boyd Auto Group,
which is now co-owned by three of Dawes’ children.

Dawes attended Mount Saint Mary’s University in Em-
mitsburg, Maryland, where he earned a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in business administration. He is a founding
trustee of The Catholic Foundation and co-founder and
a former co-chair of the Bishops’ Golf Classic.

He also has participated in the New Albany Church
of the Resurrection’s finance committee and building
campaign, and the Miter Club of the Bishop’s Annual
Appeal. He is a member of the Equestrian Order of the
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem and is a longtime extraor-
dinary minister of the Eucharist.

Dawes and his wife, Marie, live in New Albany. They
have four children and 11 grandchildren.

Laird, a native of Pittsburgh, retired as chief financial
officer for Diamond Hill and president of Diamond Hill
Funds in 2014. He is a former member of ODU’s board
of trustees. He also was president of the Diamond Hill
Investment Group Charitable Fund and treasurer of
Firstlink (now HandsOn Central Ohio).

He has supported a wide range of charities and com-
munity organizations, including The Columbus Foun-
dation, Friends of WOSU, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Central Ohio, I Know I Can, and the United Way of
Central Ohio. His endowed fund, the James F. Laird
Jr. Fund, which he established through The Columbus
Foundation, supports education, human services, and
Catholic charities.

www.ctonline.org

PARENTS AND
“SEX ED”

While some parents might be happy to avoid the
awkward conversations that arise around human
sexuality by allowing the school system to provide
their children’s sex education, it is nonetheless im-
portant for parents to recognize that they are the
most significant teachers and models for their own
children as they mature sexually.

Instilling a healthy attitude about sexuality in
young people involves a variety of considerations,
including conveying a proper sense of constraints
and boundaries. These boundaries arise organically
through the virtue of chastity, by which a per-
son acquires the ability to renounce self, to make
sacrifices, and to wait generously in consideration
of loving fidelity toward a future spouse, out of
self-respect and out of fidelity to God. This criti-
cal process of developing sexual self-mastery is an
area where parents are particularly well-suited to
help their children.

At the end of the day, the parental duty to influ-
ence in a positive way a child’s upbringing around
sexuality cannot be abdicated or delegated. Parents
know their children in a personal and individual way
and are able to determine their readiness for, and
receptivity to, sexual information. Moreover, the re-
ality of parental love toward their children enables
a parent to say certain “hard things” in love that may
need to be said, in a manner that only a parent may
effectively be able to say them.

I recall the story a middle-aged woman once shared
with me about something that happened when she
was 12. She was at home watching TV with her moth-
er, who was the strong authority figure in the fam-
ily. At a certain moment, a scene came across the
screen where a woman was removing her clothing
and dancing in front of a group of men. Her mother
glanced over at her and, without skipping a beat,
said, “I'll kill you if you ever do that.” Her daughter
understood, of course, that she didn’t mean it liter-
ally, but appreciated that her mother cared enough
about her to be very direct: “What my mom said on
that and many other occasions stayed with me for
years afterward, and helped me to reflect carefully
on the right use of my sexuality.” Parents influence
their children in thousands of different ways, some-
times not even realizing how particular comments
or observations they make can become highly sig-
nificant to their child’s thinking.

Helping children think correctly about human
sexuality remains a delicate and challenging task in

MAKING SENSE

Out of Bioethics
Father Tad Pacholczyk

the midst of a sex-saturated society like our own.
Indeed, our thinking about human sexuality can eas-
ily go off the rails, and sexual activity itself quickly
can degrade into a selfish and self-referential kind of
activity, even within marriage, if we aren’t careful to
attend to deeper realities.

Spouses who have made a lifelong marital com-
mitment to each other in the presence of God are
uniquely empowered to live in a way that exceeds
merely viewing each other as objects or as a means
to satisfying their appetites. They become called to,
and capable of, a higher kind of love that involves
friendship, sacrifice, and self-giving.

Otherwise, a dominance of things over persons can
take over, leading to forms of selfishness in which
persons are used in the same way as objects are used.
In the context of this kind of selfishness, a woman,
for example, can become a mere “object” for a man,
and children can be reduced to mere “hindrances”
on the part of their parents.

The human sexual love that is nurtured within a
healthy marriage, meanwhile, generates communion
between persons, as each comes to consider the good
of the other as his or her own good. Marital sexual-
ity is thus meant to go beyond merely existing with
someone else and using him or her for selfish gain, and
instead calls a person to existing for someone else
throughtotal self-gift.

As husband and wife seek to live out these truths
of their human sexuality, they impart valuable and
important lessons to their children about generos-
ity, unselfish living, and chastity, where that chastity
is seen as the spiritual energy capable of defending
love from the perils of selfishness and aggressive-
ness. Parents are in the unique position of being able
to model for their children a healthy example of sex-
ual integration, generosity, and self-mastery within
marriage. Under these circumstances, parents also
convey to their children the beautiful message that
human sexuality reaches far beyond the biological
and touches on the most intimate core of the hu-
man person, particularly as experienced in his or her
capacity for personal and radical self-gift to another
in marriage, faithful even unto death.

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, PhD, earned his doctor-
ate in neuroscience from Yale and did postdoctoral
work at Harvard. He is a priest of the Diocese of
Fall River, Massachusetts, and serves as director of
education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center
in Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.
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DeSales State Soccer Ch:{impions

Columbus St. Francis DeSales High School won its sixth state soccer title, defeating Bay Village 1-0 for the Division Il championship at Mapfre Stadium on a goal in the 37th
minute by Hector Gomez. The Stallions finished with a 19-2-2 record. Team members are (from left): first row, head coach Domenic Romanelli; second row, Patrick Mulligan,
Ben Plzak, Zayne Cook, J.P. Baughman, Ross Burke, Antonio Romanelli, Colin Higgins, and Drew Schwenk; third row, Prosper Ssekayombya, Cristian Gomez, Hector Gomez,
Zack Garrett, Mikey Cockerell, Chase Agin, Brady Krietemeyer, Anthony Salmeron, and assistant coach Ben Brooks; fourth row, assistant coaches Sean Sward and Mike Coury,
Cesar Ramirez, Jonathan Giebler, Brian Roach, Juan Ovalle, Bruno Bertolo, Michael Zelina, and assistant coaches Jacob Eganhouse, Anthony lannarino, and Doug Reisinger.
Photo courtesy St. Francis DeSales High School

St. Anthony
Blackout Day

Columbus St. Anthony School showed
support for its student-athletes by
promoting an all-school “blackout”

last month. Students and staff were
asked to wear black shirts or their
team jersey to school on Blackout
Day. Pictured are the fourth-grade
girls volleyball team and seventh-
grade boys volleyball team with
fourth-grade teacher Tim Schnurr

(far left), principal Chris laconis (fifth

from left), and librarian Claire Hatem
and physical education teacher Mark
Stinnett (far right).

Photo courtesy St. Anthony School
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To know God and to help others do the same — that’s our mission

By Leandro M. Tapay

The other day I was completing a form,
and for the item “religion,” one of choic-
es was “RC” — Roman Catholic. I am
an “RC.” I seldom think about it. Yes, I
am Catholic. I was born Catholic and I
grew up Catholic, and hopefully, I will
die Catholic.

But what does it mean to be Catholic?
To be Catholic, in a general sense, is that
I am united with the Church in regard to three things
— faith, what the Church teaches and believes; gover-
nance, the hierarchical structure of the Church; and
sacraments, how [ worship.

One becomes united with the Church by being bap-
tized. In baptism, one is essentially and fundamen-

tally changed. Baptism does something
in us and to us. In baptism, God makes
us His children. We become God’s be-
loved daughter or beloved son. He makes
ps temples of the Holy Spirit. He en-
ables us to share sacramentally in Jesus’
death, burial, and resurrection. It means
that when we are baptized, our old nature
dies, our sins are really forgiven, and we
are born anew.

God also makes us priests, prophets,
and kings through baptism. We become sharers of
Christ’s priesthood, His prophetic role, and His king-
ship. As Catholics, we are all priests by virtue of
our baptism. That’s the teaching of the Church. But
we are not “ordained priests,” like the pastors and
priests we know. Ordained priests serve and equip us

through the celebration of the sacraments, preaching,
and teaching to help us live out our baptismal calling.

We are all priests. What does that mean? Priests of-
fer sacrifice. The sacrifice we are expected to make
is to offer our lives to God, Who out of His great love
called us into being out of nothing, to God Who sent
His Son born as a man to suffer for our sins, to die, and
to rise from the dead to destroy the power of death.

Simply put, to be a priest is to go about our day in
such a way that all is done for God — in all places at
all times. It means to intentionally be Christ’s dis-
ciple. It means to have as my mission and goal —both
by the witness of my life and by the words of my
mouth — to know and love God and to help others do
the same. That’s what it means to be Catholic.

Leandro Tapay is diocesan Missions Office director.

View from the pew

By Julia Parks

Why do I come to church? I
must confess that lately, I’ve been
discouraged and only focusing on
the negatives that I see at St. John’s.
I’ve asked myself this question:
“Why do I come? Why bother?” It
has been a struggle lately, and I’ve
been close to giving up.

Then, a few weeks ago, I got my
answer in a very unexpected way.
At communion a few Sundays
ago, there was an accident in
which Father Deacon Jeff spilled
the Chalice on one of my younger
sisters. Father Deacon cleaned her
up as quickly as he could, but when
she got back to our pew, I looked
over at her and saw the state she
was in. There were drips of liquid
still running down her jacket, and
particle fragments in her hair. And

I stood there, a new question
came to me—one that had not
occurred to me: Do I truly believe
this is Jesus’ Body and Blood ...
that this is God? Because if this is
Jesus, I cannot leave my sister like
this; I cannot leave my Lord like
this. And in that moment, I had a

choice to make: either to believe
and act on that belief by cleaning
up the Precious Body and Blood in
reverence, or to let things be and let
my belief go.

In that accident, I got the answer
to my first question — why do 1
come? I come because my God is
here. I come here to worship Him
as a Byzantine Catholic, because
He’s called me to be a Byzantine
Catholic. I spend time, energy, and
resources on this parish because
these practical matters enable the
possibility of having a place to
house my God. So while things
are not perfect (and will never be
perfect), that is no reason to give
up. There will always be human
mistakes: times when the singing
is not right, times when someone
messes up prayers, and times
when Chalices get spilled. And as
I learned, it is in those moments
that sometimes God can make His
presence more profoundly known.
We just need to ask ourselves, “Do
I believe?”

Parks attends St. John Chrysos-
tom Byzantine Catholic Church.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Columbus St. Andrew School collected more than 130 hoxes of toys, school supplies,
hygiene items, and accessories for Operation Christmas Child. In addition, more than
$800 was collected to pay for shipping expenses. Father Tony Davis blessed the hoxes in
a schoolwide assembly. Operation Christmas Child is a worldwide project sponsored by
Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian organization which helps meet the needs of people who
are victims of war, poverty, natural disasters, disease, and famine. For more information,

visit samaritanspurse.org. Photo courtesy St. Andrew School
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BY TIM PUET

Reporter, Catholic Times

Since the 15th century, a Holy Door
or Porta Sancta has served as a ritual
expression of conversion.

Pilgrims and penitents pass through it
as a gesture of leaving the past behind
and crossing the threshold from sin to
grace, from slavery to freedom, and
from darkness to light.

Often, the ritual of designating, seal-
ing, and opening the Holy Door is
associated with prayer, pilgrimage,
sacrifice, confession, and indulgences
removing temporal punishment for
sin. But the door finds meaning only
when the believer associates the door
with Christ. Jesus is the Door.

In the words of Pope Francis, “There
is only one way that opens wide the
entrance into the life of communion
with God: this is Jesus, the one and
absolute way to salvation. To him
alone can the words of the psalmist be
applied in full truth: “This is the door
of the Lord where the just may enter’”’
(Psalm 118:20).

The west inner door of Columbus St.
Joseph Cathedral has been designated
as the Holy Door for the Diocese of
Columbus for the Jubilee Year of Mer-
cy proclaimed by Pope Francis for the period
beginning Tuesday, Dec. 8, the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, and ending Sunday,
Nov. 20, 1916, the Feast of Christ the King.

Bishop Frederick Campbell ceremonially
closed the door on Sunday, Nov. 29, the First
Sunday of Advent. It has been “sealed” with
the papal coat of arms and the coat of arms of
the diocese and the bishop on each side. The
door handles are wrapped together with ribbon
and sealed with the Holy Year logo.

Bishop Campbell will break the seal and open
the door at the cathedral’s 10:30 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, Dec. 13. In the words of Pope Fran-
cis, “On that day, the Holy Door will become
a Door of Mercy through which anyone who
enters will experience the love of God who
consoles, pardons, and instills hope.”

The doors of St. Joseph Cathedral, located
at 212 E. Broad St., will remain open for the
entire year so that pilgrims may enter and
gain a plenary indulgence, which removes
all temporal punishment for already forgiven
sins, provided that the recipient fulfill the
conditions of making a sacramental confes-

R Sl o s —

sion, receiving holy Communion, and pray-
ing for the pope’s intentions, with all attach-
ment to sin being absent.

In his proclamation of the Year of Mercy, the
pope asked every diocese around the world to
designate a door in its cathedral as a Holy Door
to allow everyone to participate in and obtain
the indulgences promised for the Jubilee Year.

Besides the opening of the cathedral’s Holy
Door, other events planned for the Year of
Mercy in the Diocese of Columbus include a
“24 Hours for the Lord” program on Friday and
Saturday, March 4 and 5, at parishes through-
out the diocese, and a retreat and lecture with
Father Mitch Pacwa, SJ, on Saturday, June 25,
said Michelle Lemiesz, director of the diocesan
Office for Divine Worship.

Pope Francis is inviting every parish around
the world to open its doors for 24 hours on
March 4 and 5 so the faithful might encounter
Jesus Christ anew in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation and in Eucharistic Adoration.

The “24 Hours for the Lord” initiative, orga-
nized by the Pontifical Council for the New
Evangelization, will offer a time of reflection
and prayer, an opportunity to speak with a

Year of Mercy opens on Dec. 8

priest, and a chance to rediscover, or
perhaps discover for the first time, the
great mercy at the heart of the Catho-
lic faith.

Father Pacwa, a renowned Scripture
scholar and host of several EWTN ra-
dio and television programs, will be
in Msgr. Kennedy Hall of Columbus
St. Agatha Church, 1860 Northam
Road, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on June
25 to speak on “The Scriptures in
Worship: Understanding God’s Word
in the Life of the Church.”

Within this broad topic, Father
Pacwa will talk on subjects ranging
from “The Lectionary in the Mass,
Scripture and Prayer (Lectio Divina)”
to “The Foundations of the Mass in
the Old and New Testaments.” He
also will celebrate Morning and Day
Prayer, a Holy Hour, and a Sunday
Vigil Mass.

The Year of Mercy observance in
the diocese will close when Bishop
Campbell closes the cathedral’s Holy
Door at the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass
on Nov. 20, 1916.

The concept of the Jubilee, a special
year of remission of sins and univer-
sal pardon, goes back to the Biblical
Book of Leviticus. A Jubilee year is
mentioned there to occur every fiftieth
year. During that year, slaves and prisoners were
to be freed, debts were to be forgiven, and the
mercies of God were to be particularly manifest.

In Christianity, the tradition dates to 1300,
when Pope Boniface VIII declared a holy year,
following which ordinary Jubilees have gener-
ally been celebrated every 25 or 50 years, with
extraordinary Jubilees in addition, depending
on need.

The last Jubilee was celebrated in 2000. Pope
Benedict XVI declared a Year of Faith in the
Catholic Church which was celebrated from
Oct. 11, 2012 to Nov. 24, 2013, but this was
not considered a Jubilee year.

This Jubilee year is unique in several ways
compared to its predecessors, said Archbish-
op Rino Fisichella, president of the Pontifical
Council for the New Evangelization, in the
Vatican at a May 5 media briefing announcing
the Year of Mercy.

He said that for the first time in the history of
the Jubilee tradition, “there will be an oppor-
tunity for individual dioceses to open a Holy

See HOLY DOOR, Page 12

Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful
like the heavenly Father, and have told us that
whoever sees you sees Him.

Show us your face and we will be saved.

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from
being enslaved by money; the adulteress and Magdalene
from seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise
to the repentant thief.

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words
that you spoke to the Samaritan woman:

“If you knew the gift of God!”

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who
manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy:
Iet the Church be your visible face in the world,
its Lord risen and glorified.

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and
error: et everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and
forgiven by God.

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, and
your Church, with renewed enthusiasm,
may bring good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the
oppressed, and restore sight to the blind.

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary,
Mother of Mercy; you who live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit forever and ever.

Amen.

Tear down this wall:
Holy Year calls for human barriers
(o0 tumble down

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

For a spiritual leader who denounces a world di-
vided by walls, a church shuttered by cliques, and
hearts hardened to compassion, opening wide the
Holy Door for the Year of Mercy will be a signifi-
cant and symbolic moment for Pope Francis.

In Catholic tradition, the Holy Door represents
the passage to salvation -- the path to a new and
eternal life, which was opened to humanity by
Jesus.

It also symbolizes an entryway to God’s mercy
-- the ultimate and supreme act by which he comes
to meet people. Mercy is “the bridge that connects
God and humanity, opening our hearts to the hope
of being loved forever despite our sinfulness,” the
pope wrote in a document titled Misericordiae
Vultus (The Face of Mercy), which instituted the
Holy Year of Mercy.

Doors have always had a special meaning for the
Catholic Church, according to the late Cardinal
Virgilio Noe, former archpriest of St. Peter’s
Basilica.

“The door of a church marks the divide between
the sacred and profane, separating the church’s in-
terior from the outside world. It is the boundary
defining welcome and exclusion,” he wrote in the
book The Holy Door in St. Peter's in 1999.

The door is also a symbol of Mary -- the mother,
the dwelling of the Lord -- and she, too, always has
open arms and is ready to welcome the children of
God home. Pope Francis is scheduled to open the
door on Tuesday, Dec. 8, the feast of Mary’s im-
maculate conception.

The door especially represents Christ himself --
the one and only way to eternal life. As Jesus said,
according to the Gospel of John (10:9): “I am the
gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved,
and will come in and go out and find pasture.”

The Holy Year traditionally begins with the open-
ing of the Holy Door to represent a renewed op-
portunity to encounter or grow closer to Jesus,
who calls everyone to redemption.

Jesus knocks on everyone’s door. He yearns to
accompany and nourish everyone. “If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, then I will en-
ter his house and dine with him, and he with me,”
the Book of Revelation quotes him as saying.

But doors are also narrow, Cardinal Noe wrote,
and people must stoop with humility and “be
brought down to size by conversion” to be “fit”
for eternal life.

That is why passing through a Holy Door is part
of a longer process of sacrifice and conversion re-
quired for receiving an indulgence granted during

a Holy Year. A plenary indulgence, the remission
of temporal punishment due to sin, is offered for
pilgrims who also fulfill certain other conditions:
reception of the sacraments of penance and the
Eucharist, visits and prayers for the intention of
the pope, and performing simple acts such as visit-
ing the sick.

This spiritual process of encounter and conver-
sion is made tangible in the elaborate rituals de-
veloped over time for opening the Holy Door.

The symbolic ceremony of opening a Holy Door
came more than a century after the first Holy Year
was proclaimed in 1300.

Pope Martin V, in 1423, opened the Holy Door
in the Basilica of St. John Lateran for the first
time for a jubilee. Next, Pope Alexander VI called
for all four Holy Doors in Rome to be opened at
Christmas in 1499 for the Jubilee of 1500.

Starting in the 16th century, the ceremony to open
the door in St. Peter’s Basilica included the pope
reciting verses from the Psalms and striking the
wall covering the Holy Door with a silver hammer
three times.

Masons completed the task of dismantling the
brick and mortared wall, which represents the dif-
ficulty and great effort required to overcome the
barrier of sin and to open the path to holiness.

Some people have found meaning in the fact that
Jesus had five wounds and St. Peter’s Basilica
has five doors. Opening the Holy Door recalls the
piercing of Jesus’ side from which poured forth
blood and water, the source of regeneration for hu-
manity. The Holy Door of St. Peter’s is decorated
with 16 bronze panels depicting the story of Jesus,
in his mercy, seeking his lost sheep.

The symbolism of the hammer in the hands of the
pope represents the power and jurisdiction God
gives him to cast away the stones of sin, chink
open hardened hearts, and break down walls sepa-
rating humanity from God.

The removal of the wall also conjures up pulling
away the stone that sealed the tomb of Lazarus,
whom Jesus resurrected from the dead.

For the closing of the door at the end of the Holy
Year, the traditional rite includes the pope bless-
ing and spreading the mortar with a special trowel
and setting three bricks for the start of a new wall
-- a symbol of the spiritual rebuilding of the Lord’s
house, as well as the ever-present human tempta-
tion to put up new barriers against God with sin.

While there have been some changes to those
ceremonies over time, the Holy Door is always a
reminder that because of God’s mercy, any obsta-
cles always can be removed, and the door to hope
and forgiveness is always there waiting.
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Door — the Door of Mercy — either in the ca-
thedral or in a church of special meaning or at
a shrine of particular importance for pilgrim-
ages.”

He said that while it has a Roman dimension,
this Jubilee year is to find its main expression
and realization at the level of the local churches.

Archbishop Fisichella said another way in
which this Jubilee is different is that it is based
on a theme — the call to mercy.

It builds on the content of the Gospels and
calls the Church once again to its missionary
priority “to be a sign and witness (of mercy)
in every aspect of its pastoral life.”

It also is unique because for the first time in a
Jubilee, “Missionaries of Mercy” will be des-
ignated for every diocese for the whole Holy
Year, with a special concentration during Lent
in2016.

The archbishop said these are to be “patient
priests, possessing an understanding of human
frailty, but ready to express the loving kindmess
of the Good Shepherd in their preaching and in
the Sacrament of Confession.” Local bishops
are expected to identify and designate these spe-
cial missionaries.

He said World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland,
in July will blend in well with the Jubilee Year
becauseits theme will be “Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they will receive mercy.”

A Jubilee for workers and volunteers of mercy
is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 4, in association
with the memory of Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, who died on Sept. 5, 1997. Archbish-
op Fisichella would not say if this would be an
opportune moment for Pope Francis to canon-

ize her, but said her canonization “is something
we all hope for.”

Other Jubilee events at the Vatican will honor
clergy, religious, and lay faithful working in
sanctuaries and shrines (Jan. 19-21), those in
consecrated life on the closing of the year dedi-
cated to them (Feb. 2), the Roman curia (Feb.
22), devotees of the spirituality of the Divine
Mercy (April 3), young people from ages 13 to
16 (April 24), deacons (May 29), priests (June
3), those who are ill and persons with disabili-
ties (June 12), catechists (Sept. 25), the Virgin
Mary (Oct. 8 and 9), the faithful departed (Nov.
1), and prisoners (Nov. 6).

The last of these events is still under study.
Archbishop Fisichella said prisoners would be
present at St. Peter’s Basilica if the event takes
place. It would be the first such gathering in the
history of the Jubilee tradition.

Another unique aspect of this holy year, which
Pope Francis highlighted in his document pro-
claiming it, is his appeal to Judaism and Islam.
Both religions emphasize that God is merciful,
as does Christianity. The archbishop said this
can be a special opportunity to foster dialogue
and “a way of overcoming difficulties in the
public realm.”

For more information about Year of Mercy
activities in the Diocese of Columbus, call the
Office for Divine Worship at (614) 221-4640
or go to the link to the office on the diocesan
website, www.colsdioc.org. The Vatican’s Ju-
bilee website is www.im.va.

Photo: The Holy Door at Columbus St. Joseph Cathe-
dral, which was symbolically closed by Bishop Freder-
ick Campbell on Sunday, Nov. 29 and will be reopened
on Sunday, Dec. 13. (T photo by Dave Garick

Interfaith Thanksgiving

The values that bring people of all faiths togeth-

er were celebrated in an interfaith Thanksgiving
prayer service at the Mount Carmel College of
Nursing in Columbus. Representatives of Christi-
anity, Islam, and Judaism shared what was most
meaningful to them.

Speakers included Nicol Ghazi of the Noor Islamic
Center; Father Vinny McKiernan, CSP, of the Co-
lumbus St. Thomas More Newman Center; the Rev.
Lou Seipel, senior pastor of Broad Street United
Methodist Church; and Rabbi Yosef Zylberberg, se-
nior rabbi of Temple Israel in Lima and adjunct pro-
fessor at Ohio University.

Students from MCCN’s Campus Ministry who be-
long to each of these faith traditions responded to
corresponding faith representatives. Pictured are
(from left) Muslim student Fadumo Jama-Adan; Dr.
Ellen O’Shaughnessy, the school’s campus ministry
director; Jewish student Yuliya Fonin; and Ghazi.

This is the second year the school has conducted

such a service. “So often in our current cli-
mate, people have become polarized by dif-
ferences, including faith. What we want to

do through this service is emphasize what ¢
brings us together and foster a sense of inclu- |

sion among students, faculty, and staff of all
faiths, particularly at a time where we cele-
brate the blessings for which we are thankful,”
O’Shaughnessy said.

The service also included elements of music
and mission. Music was provided by Michael
Szczepanik, a guitarist from the Newman
Center, and the college choir. As an offering,
Ben Sears, case manager with the Mount Car-
mel Outreach street medicine program, col-
lected hats, socks, blankets, gloves, gently
used clothing, shoes, boots, and tents, which
will be given to homeless persons served by
the street medicine team.

Photo courtesy Mount Carmel College of Nursing
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St. Francis DeSales Signees

Columbus St. Francis DeSales High School athletes who took part in a recent ceremony announcing
their signing of college letters of intent are (from left): first row, Leah Roten, Walsh, softhall; Cam-
eron Barber, Ohio Dominican, softhall; Julia Brown, Dayton, volleyball; and Adelaide Penzone and
Genevieve Penzone, Ohio State, field hockey; second row, lan Wray, Walsh, baseball; Brendan Alas,
Northern Kentucky, baseball; Charle Romano, Florida Southern, lacrosse; Austin Popvich, Robert
Morris, lacrosse; Nick Musci, Ohio State, lacrosse; and Creighton Barrett, University of Mary (North
Photo courtesy St. Francis DeSales High School

Dakota), cross country.
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“The Visitation™ 1978, Sadao Watanabe

“In this disturbed
world, | would like to
be able to heed the
voice of heaven.”

Sadao Watanabe

Bishop Watterson Signees

Four Columbus Bishop Watterson High School students re-
cently signed letters of intent to play college sports. They
are (from left): Caroline Leitch, volleyball, Niagara; Abigail
Marshall, field hockey, Miami (Ohio); Nick Melaragno, la-
crosse, Mount St. Mary’s; and Hannah Hammon, rowing,
West Virginia. Photo courtesy Bishop Watterson High School

ARE YOUR GIFTS

Falth-Filled?

The Catholic Foundation is the only foundation in the diocese
that invests your gifts in alignment with the teachings of

the Catholic Church. Our portfolios follow the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops guidelines, and we carefully
screen all charitable organizations that we fund to make sure

they also follow Catholic values.

KEEP YOUR GIFTS
IN OUR FAITH.
THE
Prayerfully consider making your CATHOLIC
charitable gifts through The Catholic FOUNDATION

Foundation. cALL 866-298-8893 OR VISIT
WWW.CATHOLIC-FOUNDATION.ORG TODAY.
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Second Sunday of Advent (Cycle C)

John’s baptism is preparation for the way of the Lord

Lawrence L. Hummer

Baruch 5:1-9;
Philippians 1:4-6,8-11;
Luke 3:1-6

Baruch was probably originally written in Hebrew
by several authors (under the one name Baruch, which
means “blessed” in Hebrew) but it is preserved only in
Greek. It was written sometime after the Babylonian
Exile had ended, butis written as though the exile is only
just now ending, or in some cases only just beginning.
The date for the work is probably best found between
the third and the first century BC. In Catholic Bibles,
Baruch is located after the book of Lamentations.

There is a pronounced change of direction in the
readings this week, as Jerusalem is invited to cast off
the mourning robe and to wear the splendor of God
forever. Jerusalem is already situated on the heights,
but she is told to look to the east and see her children
returning “from the east and the west ... rejoicing that
they are remembered by God.” The overwhelming joy
of the scene is felt by all. The second part of Sunday’s
reading uses language familiar to us from II Isaiah,
with mention of the lofty mountain being made low
and the depths and the gorges being filled to level
ground: “For God is leading Israel in joy by the light
of his glory, with his mercy and justice for company.”

Here we entertain the image of God, attended by
mercy and justice, leading the exiles home, providing
for the exiles every need during the return. This is re-
flected in the Psalm response for this reading, which is
called a Psalm of Ascents, usually referring to pilgrims
going up to Jerusalem and the Temple there, or the
whole idea of going up from exile in Babylonia into

freedom in the Temple. There is no universal agree-
ment on the meaning. The joy in the psalm is palpable.

The Gospel leaves behind last week’s “sky is falling”
end-time predictions and returns to what was probably
the original beginning of Luke’s Gospel. Luke, more
than any of the other Gospels, tries to place things in
some kind of historical context, even if the dates he
mentions are not accurate. Father Joseph Fitzmyer’s
succinct comment on Luke’s dates here in his Anchor
Bible Commentary on Luke is “We have no idea where
Luke may have come upon this dating.” Ignoring a
lengthy scholarly discussion because of limited space,
we go to his bottom line suggesting “the fifteenth year
of the reign of Tiberias” would be August/September
28-29 AD. Fitzmyer argues that the dates for Pilate
and the others in Luke’s list cover a “considerable ex-
panse of time.” It is fairly certain that Pilate was the
governor in Judea from 26-36 AD and Caiaphas was
high priest from 18-36 AD.

With the time frame settled, a word of God came
to John, the son of Zechariah, who was in the desert.
Luke doesn’t say which desert. John preached in the
whole region of the Jordan River, proclaiming “a bap-
tism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” Luke
cites the passage from Isaiah 40:3-5. In doing so, it
helps explain why John was in the desert. He becomes
the voice of the one “crying in the desert: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight his paths ... and all
flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

This becomes John’s destiny, to be that voice cry-
ing in the desert. Luke understands John as fulfilling
the Isaiah passage by the work he is doing in preach-
ing the baptism for the forgiveness of sins. Luke inter-
prets John’s baptism as the preparation for the way of
the Lord, which Luke understands as coming with the
forgiveness of sins. That forgiveness is making rough
ways smooth, filling in the valleys, and straightening
the winding roads. All of this precedes seeing “the sal-
vation of God,” which comes with the arrival of Christ.

Father Lawrence Hummer can be reached at
hummerl@stmarychillicothe.com.

Harvest Festival

Lancaster St. Bernadette School
hosted a fall harvest celebra-
tion, with families enjoying food,
games, music, dancing, hayrides,
and fireworks. Originally planned
as an alternative to classroom
Halloween parties, this annval
event has become one of the |
highlights of the school year. Stu-
dents, parents, and staff dress

in family-friendly costumes to
enjoy an evening spotlighting the
beauty of the autumn season.
Photo courtesy St. Bernadette School

The Weekday Bible Readings

MONDAY
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 85:9ab,10-14
Luke 5:17-26

TUESDAY
Genesis 3:9-15,20
Psalm 98:1-4
Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12
Luke 1:26-38

WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 40:25-31
Psalm 103:1-4,8,10
Matthew 11:28-30

THURSDAY
Isaiah 41:13-20
Psalm 145:1,9-13b
Matthew 11:11-15

FRIDAY
Isaiah 48:17-19
Psalm 1:1-4,6
Matthew 11:16-19

SATURDAY
Zecariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a;12:1-6a,10ab
Judith 13:18bc,19 (Ps)
Luke 1:26-38 or 1:39-47

DIOCESAN WEEKLY RADIO AND
TELEVISION MASS SCHEDULE
WEEK OF DECEMBER 6, 2015

SUNDAY MASS

10:30 a.m. Mass from Columbus St. Joseph

Cathedral on St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Co-
lumbus, and at www.stgabrielradio.com.
Mass with the Passionist Fathers at

7:30 a.m. on WWHO-TV (the CW), Channel 53,
Columbus. and 10:30 a.m. on WHIZ-TV, Chan-

nel 18, Zanesville. Check local cable system

for cable channel listing.

Mass from Our Lady of the Angels Monastery,
Birmingham, Ala., at 8 a.m. on EWTN (Time
Warner Channel 385, Insight Channel 382, or
WOW Channel 378).

(Encores at noon, 7 p.m., and midnight).
Mass from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee at
6:30 a.m. on ION TV (AT&T U-verse Channel
195, Dish Network Channel 250,
or DirecTV Channel 305).

DAILY MASS
8 a.m., Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in
Birmingham, Ala. (Encores at noon, 7 p.m. and
midnight). See EWTN above; and on I-Lifetv
(Channel 113 in Ada, Logan, Millersburg, Mur-
ray City and Washington C.H.; Channel 125 in
Marion, Newark, Newcomerstown and New
Philadelphia; and Channel 207 in Zanesville);
8 p.m., St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820), Columbus,
and at www.stgabrielradio.com.

We pray Week Il, Seasonal Proper
of the Liturgy of the Hours
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Synod 2015, Revisited

As I write, just before Thanksgiving, it’s been more
than a month since Synod 2015 finished its work.
Yet there is still no official translation of the synod’s
final report into the major world languages from the
original Italian (a language regularly used by eight-
tenths of one percent of the world’s population).
That’s a shame because, in the main, the Relatio
Finalis is an impressive, often-moving statement of
the Church’s convictions about chastity, marriage,
and the family: biblically rich, theologically seri-
ous, pastorally sensitive, and well-crafted to meet
the challenge of the cultural tsunami responsible for
the contemporary crisis of marriage and the family,
which has left a lot of unhappiness in its wake.

It’s also a shame because the unavailability of the
Final Report in the weeks after the synod has led to
all sorts of spinning about its contents, and thus to
no small amount of confusion, even consternation.

So while it’s impossible to do full justice to the Re-
latio Finalis in a single column, let me address some
of'those confusions through eight bullet points, based
onthe original Italian text and informed by my experi-
ence of the discussions throughout Synod 2015:

1. The Final Report reaffirms the classic teaching
of the Church on the indissolubility of marriage and
the conditions for worthiness to receive holy Com-
munion, both of which are based on divine revela-
tion and are thus not subject to change.

2. The Final Report does not endorse what has
become known as the Kasper proposal, i.e., the re-
admission to Eucharistic communion, after a peni-
tential period, of divorced and civilly remarried

Catholics whose prior marriage has not been granted
a decree of nullity by an ecclesial court.

3. In reaffirming these classics of Catholic faith
and practice, the Relatio Finalis affirms that there
can be no wedge driven here between “doctrine” and
“pastoral practice,” for the traditional discipline of
the Church is based on the conviction that what is at
stake is the integrity of individuals before the Lord:
in other words, worthiness to receive holy Commu-
nion is a matter of living in the truth.

4. In its now widely controverted paragraph 85, the
Final Report emphasizes that “pastoral accompani-
ment” of the divorced and civilly remarried by a priest
in the “internal forum” must always be undertaken
“according to the teaching of the Church.” Those sev-
en words were inserted in the Relato Finalis in the last
24 hours of the synod and provide the necessary an-
chor for any truly pastoral accompaniment in the case
of'the divorced and civilly remarried (or indeed in any
other case). For in pastoral life, as in the gospels, truth
and mercy work together.

5. The Final Report urges the Church’s pastors to
provide whatever canonical/legal help they can in
resolving difficult and painful situations of mari-
tal breakdown. It also underscores the importance
of effective marriage preparation programs, which
are urgently needed in situations where the ambient
public culture’s understanding of “marriage” and the
Church’s understanding of “marriage” are often dra-
matically different. Which is to say, marriage prepa-
ration should be seen as an integral part of the New
Evangelization, and an important ecclesial mission

THE CATHOLIC

DIFFERENCE
George Weigel

of mercy among the walking wounded who are sift-
ing through what Pope Francis has described as the
post-battlefield wreckage of contemporary culture.

6. The Final Report, like Cardinal Peter Erdo’s
opening address to the synod as its rapporteur-gen-
eral, makes clear that there is no analogy at all be-
tween the Church’s understanding of marriage and
other living arrangements among consenting adults.

7. The Relatio Finalis (unlike the synod’s working
document) celebrates children as a great blessing,
praises large families, and urges support for families
with special-needs kids.

8. In all of this, the Final Report emphasizes that
the Church reads the “signs of the times” through
the lens of divine revelation (in this case, the un-
ambiguous teaching of the Lord Jesus and St. Paul).
The “signs of the times” do not judge the deposit of
faith, although the most challenging of those “signs”
can highlight the Church’s failures in teaching and
witnessing to the truth.

For more, see my article, What Really Happened at
Synod 2015, available at www.firstthings.com.

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow
of the Ethics and Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C.

World Meeting of Families: Going Forward

By Dan Thimons
Director, Diocesan Office of
Marriage & Family Life

Working with engaged couples, mar-
ried couples and others, I see so many
people in our Church and the world who
are starving for love, butlooking for love
in ways that don’t fully satisfy. In real-
ity, true and lasting joy is not found in
wealth, power, or pleasure. In truth, only
Jesus Christ is able to satisfy the deepest
longings of the human heart.

At the World Meeting of Families, one
thing that was very clear in the pope’s
message, as well as in every keynote
address throughout the week, was that
the solution to the crisis in marriage and
family life is not a new program or a
new insight, but a Person, Jesus Christ.
He is the light that shines in the dark-
ness of our lives, bringing lasting heal-
ing and hope.

MEETIMNG OF _
- FAMILIES
2015 Philadelphia

Cardinal Robert Sarah, prefect of the
Congregation for Divine Worship, put it
this way: “If we do not go to the source
of our problems, which is sin, nothing
changes. This is why we need Christ,
each of us needs him, every person on
earth needs him.”

A
w" WORLD

In other words, to provide a real, prac-
tical, and lasting solution to the crisis in
our families, in the Church, and in the
world, we have to get to the heart of the
problem. For this, we can’t turn to psy-
chology, sociology, or self-help books.
We can’t turn to Hallmark, Hollywood,
Wall Street, or Washington. Families

need Jesus Christ! In order to love
rightly and to carry our daily crosses,
some of which are extremely heavy,
families need to be constantly strength-
ened by and united with Jesus Christ.

The solution to this great and varied
crisis of family life is actually very sim-
ple. The solution is the least technolog-
ical answer of all, the Incarnation. God
did not send us a tweet, a text message,
Skype, or email, but He sent His Son,
the Word who became flesh and dwelt
among us!

The first place touched by redemp-
tion was the family. As Pope Francis
said at the Festival of Families: “Christ
was sent to a family. God came into the
world in a family. Do you know what
he likes best of all? To knock on the
doors of families. And to see families
which are united, families which love,
families which bring up their children,

educating them and helping them grow,
families which build a society of good-
ness, truth, and beauty.”

So where do we go from here follow-
ing the World Meeting of Families? To
strengthen families in our diocese, I
would like to propose two things. First,
families can daily build a culture of
truth, goodness, and beauty. And sec-
ond, families can rededicate themselves
to family prayer.

One way to bring about a renewal of
family prayer is through Eucharistic
Adoration. Even those members of our
families who may be unable to receive
our Lord in holy Communion are wel-
come to adore Jesus in the Blessed Sac-
rament, who is the Way, the Truth, and
the Life. I hope to discuss some ways
for families to build a society of truth,
goodness, and beauty in next week’s
column.
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ANTONIAK, James M., 91, Nov. 24
Holy Spirit Church, Columbus

BENSON, Frank E., 82, Nov. 27
St. Mary Church, Marion

BRENNER, Elizabeth A., 94, Nov. 20
St. Andrew Church, Columbus

BROWN, Virginia E., 61, Nov. 20
St. Dominic Church, Columbus

CAMPBELL, Wesley “Doug,” 70, Nov. 27
Our Lady of Victory Church, Columbus

CHESKI, Richard, 80, Nov. 20
St. Thomas More Newman Center, Columbus

DEVINE, Richard P. Jr., 79, Nov. 26
St. Anthony Church, Columbus

ERDY, Joseph J. Jr., 95, Nov. 23
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Marysville

FISHER, Ann M., 91, Nov. 22
Sacred Heart Church, Coshocton

HIDEY, Rosemary, 63, Nov. 27
St. Joseph Church, Dover

HODAN, Edward J., 87, of Columbus, Nov. 25
St. Mary Church, Wooster

JOHANNI, Katie, 21, Nov. 24
St. Thomas More Newman Center, Columbus

JOHNSON, Frank E. Jr., 81, Nov. 21
St. Paul Church, Westerville

KENNEDY, Franklin F., 57, Nov. 26
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish, Pickerington

KONKLER, Christopher G., 54, Nov. 26
St. Mary Church, Lancaster

KRIVDA, William F. Jr., 87, Nov. 20
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish, Pickerington

MIELKE, Mary E., 71, Nov. 25
St. Mary, Mother of God Church, Columbus

PICKNELL, Susan L., 58, Nov. 22
St. Matthew Church, Gahanna

PLANK, Mary E. “Liz,” 90, Nov. 24
St. Catharine Church, Columbus

PUSATERI, Ada M., 90, Nov. 24
St. Matthias Church, Columbus

WEISENBACH, Daniel G., 53, Nov. 27
St. Catharine Church, Columbus

ZACK, Lillian, 98, Nov. 7
Our Lady of Peace Church, Columbus

START YOUR DAY
A BETTER WAY!

AM 820

CATHOLIC RADIO

Bethlehem on Broad needs socks

A pair of socks. It’s such a common-
place item of clothing that most people
have so many they don’t know what to
do with the pairs they have, let alone
the individual socks piled somewhere
because their mates have somehow
disappeared.

Yet for some people, there’s nothing
more valuable. Ask the homeless, or
the volunteers who try to help then.
what items they could use the most,
and the answer they frequently give is
“socks.” The simple foot coverings are
the least donated and the most needed
clothing item.

That’s because socks do so much
more than keep a person from going
barefoot, especially at this time of
year. As Elizabeth James of the ecu-
menical volunteer group Bethlehem on
Broad Street points out, “People living
on the street use socks for their feet,
hands, neck, arms, and head. Socks
also serve as sacks to carry, store, and
protect people’s stuff, and fill in cracks
against the cold in makeshift housing.

“Foot disease and foot injuries are
among the most common health risks
to the homeless,” James added. “Most
of them — swelling, blisters, cuts, in-
fections, and frostbite — are 100 per-
cent preventable simply with a decent
pair of socks. Unfortunately, most of
us throw away our socks or use them
as rags when they are old. We rarely
donate them, and so socks are in short
supply at shelters and thrift shops.”

“Socks are more important than

food,” said Tom Costello, founder
of The Joy of Socks, a Philadelphia
nonprofit that has donated more than
157,000 pairs of socks in that city.
Costello tells of a homeless man who
he said “knows of many pantries and
shelters where he can get food, but
there’s no way he can walk the streets
without socks.”

Bethlehem on Broad Street is trying
to collect 2,000 pairs of socks it can
give to people as part of the holiday
dinner it has provided for homeless
and low-income people every Christ-
mas Day for the past 30 years at First
Congregational Church on East Broad
Street in Columbus.

It hopes to give a pair of new socks,
wrapped in holiday paper with a hand-
written note, to each adult who comes
to the dinner. But unlike in past years,
it has no local organizations or cor-

porate sponsors signed on to help, so
it’s depending on individuals to fill the
need. As of Monday, Nov. 30, it had
collected 1,185 pairs.

By buying wholesale in bulk and ne-
gotiating some small discounts, it has
come up with a plan to provide a pair
of merino wool socks to 300 guests
and cotton tube socks to another 240,
which will cover much of the remain-
ing need. The cost comes to $1.71per
pair, or $923.40 total. James said this
is much cheaper than anything indi-
viduals could do on their own, noting
that merino wool socks retail at $6.50
to $14.99 a pair.

James has five options for people to

consider: donations of $168.52 for a
case of 60 wool socks, $144.50 for a
case of 240 cotton socks, $21.95 for
12 pairs of men’s size 10 to 15 thermal
boot socks (cotton/polyester blend,
antifungal and antimicrobial), $14.99
for a five-pack of women’s crew thick
wool socks, or $7 for a six-pack of
men’s cushioned cotton/poly crew
socks with reinforced seams.

Purchases may be made through a per-
son’s Amazon.com or DollarDays.com
(a national partner with the Salvation
Army)account, or the accounts of Beth-
lehem on Broad Street, which has tax-
exempt status and prime shipping sta-
tus. Shipments need to arrive by Friday,
Dec. 18. The address is Bethlehem on
Broad Adult Gifts, Attention Elizabeth
James, First Congregational Church,
444 E. Broad St., Columbus OH 43215.
Donations also can be picked up at a lo-
cation specified by the donor.

James said she would appreciate an
email, text, or phone notification for
planning purposes. Gifts of cash or
checksinany amountalso are welcome.
All gifts are fully tax-exempt and tax-
deductible, with Bethlehem on Broad
Street supplying appropriate documen-
tation. For more information, call, text,
or email James at (614) 395-8924 or
ElizabethJames13@gmail.com.

Bethlehem on Broad Street was
started in 1982 by three Catholic men
at St. Lawrence Haven in downtown
Columbus. By 1985, the event had
outgrown that space and was moved
to First Congregational Church. Its
volunteers come from more than 20
Catholic and Protestant churches,
Jewish temples, Hindu, Muslim, and
other faiths, and secular organizations.
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HAPPLE

NINGS

CLASSIFIED

FRIENDS OF THE JOSEPHINUM
SALE OF FINE JEWELRY:
GOLD, SILVER & GEMS
Friday, Dec.4, 2015 - 3:00 pm -8:00 pm
Raffles for Holy Land Olivewood
carvings at 5:30 & 8 p.m.
All items priced below Wholesale
All proceeds benefit the seminarians!

The Jessing Center at the Josephinum
7625 N. High Street, Columbus

DECEMBER

Christmas Tour of Newark Churches

St. Francis de Sales Church, 40 Granville St., Newark, will
be the last stop of the evening “Sights and Sounds of
Christmas Tour” of churches in and around downtown
Newark. 740-345-9874
Cenacle at Holy Name

6 p.m., Holy Name Church, 154 E. Patterson Ave., Colum-
bus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, with prayers in
the Cenacle format of the Marian Movement of Priests.
Holy Hour at Holy Family

6 to 7 p.m., Holy Family Church, 584 W. Broad St., Colum-
bus. Holy Hour of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
followed by meeting of parish Holy Name and Junior
Holy Name societies, with refreshments. ~ 614-221-4323
Holy Hour of Reparation at Columbus Sacred Heart

7 to 8 p.m,, Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St., Co-

All fund-raising events (festivals,
bazaars, spaghetti dinners, fish fries,
bake sales, pizza/sub sales, candy sales,
etc.) will be placed in the “Fund-Raising
Guide.”

An entry into the Guide will be $18.50
for the first six lines, and $2.65 for each
additional line.

For more information,
call David Garick at 614-224-5195.

‘Happenings’ submissions

Notices for items of Catholic interest
must be received at least 12 days be-
fore expected publication date. We will
print them as space permits.
Items not received before this deadline
may not be published.

Listings cannot be taken by phone.
Mail to: The Catholic Times
Happenings,

197 East Gay St., Columbus, OH 43215
Fax to: 614-241-2518
E-mail as text to tpuet@colsdioc.org

lumbus. Eucharistic Holy Hour following Holy Hour of
Reparation prayer format, concluding with Benediction
and social period. 614-372-5249
Back in His Arms Again Meeting

7 p.m., Panera restaurant, 782 N. State St Westerville.
Monthly meeting of Back in His Arms Again group for
mothers who have experienced the loss of a child.
Advent Evening of Reflection at St. Pius X

7 p.m., St. Pius X Church, 1051 S. Waggoner Road, Reyn-
oldsburg. Advent evening of reflection. ~ 614-866-2859
Catholic Movie Night at St. John Neumann

7 pm, St. John Neumann Church, 9633 E. State Route
37, Sunbury. First of three Advent Catholic movie nights.
Feature: “Of Gods and Men,” about Trappist monks sur-
rounded by civil war in Algeria. 740-965-1358

3-5, THURSDAY-SATURDAY
40 Hours of Adoration at Columbus St. Peter
3 p.m. Thursday to 7 p.m. Saturday. Day chapel, St. Peter
Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Columbus. 40 Hours of
Eucharistic Adoration. 614-889-2221

4, FRIDAY

St. Cecilia Adoration of Blessed Sacrament

St. Cecilia Church, 434 Norton Road, Columbus. Begins
after 815 a.m. Mass; continues to 5 p.m. Saturday.
Monthly Adoration of Blessed Sacrament

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 Refu-
gee Road, Columbus. Begins after 9 a.m. Mass; continues
through 6 p.m. Holy Hour.

Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club
12:15 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus.
Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club meeting. Speaker: Father
Michael Hartge, parochial vicar at Chillicothe St. Peter,
Washington Court House St. Colman of Cloyne, Waverly
St. Mary and Zaleski St. Sylvester churches, discussing his
life as a priest since being ordained earlier this year.
Avian-Inspired Art Exhibit at Ohio Dominican

5 p.m., Wehrle Gallery, Ohio Dominican University, 1216
Sunbury Road, Columbus. Opening reception for “Hope
Is the Thing With Feathers” exhibit of artwork by ODU
faculty, staff, and friends inspired by the world of birds.
Eucharistic Vigil at Holy Cross

Holy Cross Church, 205 S. 5th St., Columbus. 7:30 p.m.
Mass, followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
with various prayers, ending with Benediction at 11:30.
All-Night Exposition at Our Lady of Victory

Our Lady of Victory Church, 1559 Roxbury Road, Colum-
bus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 8 p.m. un-
til Mass at 8 a.m. Saturday, sponsored by church’s Knights
of Columbus council and Columbus Serra Club.

4-6, FRIDAY-SUNDAY

Bishop Watterson Presents ‘A Christmas Carol’

730 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Bishop
Watterson High school, 99 E. Cooke Road, Columbus.
School theater department presents “A Christmas Carol
-- A Ghost Story of Christmas.” Dec. 6 performance in-
cludes Sunday With Santa event from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.,
with Santa photos, crafts, bake sale. 614-268-8671

5, SATURDAY
Women'’s Day of Recollection at Holy Family
8:30 am. to 4 p.m., Holy Family Church, 584 W. Broad St.,
Columbus. Women'’s day of recollection hosted by parish
Confraternity of Christian Mothers, with Mass, Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, and two talks by Father Stash

Dailey. Theme: “Becoming an Instrument of Peace.”
Mary’s Little Children Prayer Group

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 Refugee
Road, Columbus. 8:30 a.m., confessions, 9 a.m., Mass, fol-
lowed by Fatima prayers and Rosary (Shepherds of Christ
format); 10 a.m., meeting. 614-861-4888
Advent Retreat for Women at Holy Redeemer

9 am. to 2 p.m., Holy Redeemer Church, 1325 Gallia St,,
Portsmouth. “The Longing” Advent retreat for women,
led by Sister Miriam James, SOLT. Cost $15, includes lunch.
Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City

9 am. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave,, Plain City.
Saturday Life and Mercy Mass, followed by rosary and
confession.

Lay Missionaries of Charity Day of Prayer

9 am. to 2 p.m, Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St,,
Columbus. Monthly day of prayer for Columbus chapter
of Lay Missionaries of Charity. 614-372-5249
Retreat for Caregivers at Columbus State

12:30 p.m., Conference center ballroom, Columbus State
Community College, 315 Cleveland Ave., Columbus. Re-
treat for caregivers and others suffering from compas-
sion fatigue, sponsored by Greater Columbus Right to
Life with support from diocesan Office for Social Con-
cerns. Theme: “Rest in Beauty,”

Giftmaking Workshop at Shepherd’s Corner

1to 230 p.m., Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center, 987 N.
Waggoner Road, Blacklick. Workshop for making felt
Christmas ornament centers and design-your-own gift
tags. For anyone 6 and older; children 6 to 12 must be ac-
companied by an adult. $15 per person.  614-866-4302
Jubilee Year of Mercy Conference

130 to 530 p.m., Holy Family Soup Kitchen, 57 S. Grubb
St., Columbus. Conference on the Jubilee Year of Mercy,
led by Father Dermot Roache, SMA. 614-565-8654
Filipino Mass at Holy Cross

730 p.m., Holy Cross Church, 204 S. 5th St., Columbus.
Mass in the Tagalog language for members of the Filipino
Catholic community. 614-224-3416
‘A Bethlehem Carol’ at St. Joan of Arc

730 p.m,, St. Joan of Arc Church, 10700 Liberty Road,
Powell. 23rd annual performance of “A Bethlehem Carol”
children’s Christmas musical. 614-761-0905

5-6, SATURDAY-SUNDAY
Advent Mission at Portsmouth St. Mary
6:30 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 6 to 8 p.m. Sunday, St. Mary
Church, 524 6th St., Portsmouth. “Encounter” Advent
mission with Sister Miriam James, SOLT. Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament both nights, Reconciliation available
Friday, penance service Saturday. 740-354-4551

6, SUNDAY

Exposition at Buckeye Lake Our Lady of Mount Carmel
915 to 1015 a.m., Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church,
5133 Walnut Road S.E., Buckeye Lake. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament every Sunday during Advent.

St. Christopher Adult Religious Education

10 to 11:20 am, Library, Trinity Catholic School, 1440
Grandview Ave., Columbus. “The Spirituality of the Be-
guines,” with Dr. Alison Beach of the Center for the Study
of Religion at The Ohio State University.

Exposition at Church of the Resurrection

Our Lady of the Resurrection Chapel, Church of the Res-
urrection, 6300 E. Dublin-Granville Road, New Albany.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, beginning with pro-
cession following 1 a.m. Mass and continuing to 5 p.m.

Catholic Record Society Meeting

2 p.m., St. Michael Church, 5750 N. High St., Worthington.

Catholic Record Society quarterly meeting, with Sister
Margaret Hoffman, OSF, speaking on the 150-year history
of the Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate.
Concerts at Columbus Churches

Concerts of Advent and Christmas music are scheduled
at three Columbus churches: 3 p.m. at St. Elizabeth, 6077
Sharon Woods Blvd.; 3:30 p.m. at Corpus Christi, 1111 E.
Stewart Ave,; and 4 p.m. at St. Mary, Mother of God, 672
S. 3rd St. (Columbus Maennerchor concert).

St. Agatha 75th Anniversary Mass

4 p.m,, St. Agatha Church, 1860 Northam Road, Columbus.
Mass celebrating parish’s 75th anniversary, celebrated by
Bishop Frederick Campbell, former pastors and associ-
ates, followed by reception. 614-488-6149
Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King

5 to 7 p.m,, Christ the King Church, 2777 E. Livingston
Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass entrance). Weekly
parish prayer group meets for praise, worship, ministry,
and teaching. 614-886-8266
Silent Night in Sugar Grove

6 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 306 Elm St., Sugar Grove. “Silent
Night in Sugar Grove” Christmas program, beginning at St.
Joseph’s and continuing at Sugar Grove United Methodist
and St. Matthew Lutheran churches. 740-746-8302
St. Margaret of Cortona ‘Catholic Conversations’ Series
6 to 7:30 p.m., Old Bag of Nails restaurant, 4065 Main St.,
Hilliard. Monthly “Catholic Conversations” series for any-
one 21 and older, sponsored by Columbus St. Margaret
of Cortona Church. Speaker: Deacon Andy Naporano on
“Why Do Catholics Do That at Mass?”

Vespers at Columbus St. Patrick

7 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus.
Sung Vespers for Second Sunday of Advent. 614-224-9522
Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter

7 p.m,, St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Colum-
bus. Mass in Spanish. 706-761-4054
Compline at Cathedral

9 p.m,, St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., Columbus.
Chanting of Compline. 614-241-2526

7, MONDAY

Advent Reflection Sessions at Corpus Christi

10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Corpus Christi Center of Peace, 1111
E. Stewart Ave,, Columbus. Advent reflection sessions led
by center coordinator Anita Davidson. 614-512-3731
Adoration, Evening Prayer at New Philadelphia

5 p.m.,, Sacred Heart Church, 139 3rd St. N.E., New Phila-
delphia. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, with Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation available, concluding with Eve-
ning Prayer at 6:30 on all Advent Mondays. 330-343-6976

8, TUESDAY
EnCourage Ministry Monthly Meeting
6:30 p.m., EnCourage, an approved diocesan ministry ded-
icated to families and friends of persons who experience
same-sex attraction. EnCourage respects the dignity of
every person, promotes the truth of God’s plan for each
of us, and focuses on sharing our love. Confidentiality is
maintained. Call for site. 614-296-7404
Eucharistic Holy Hour at St. Francis of Assisi
Following 6 p.m. Mass, St. Francis of Assisi Church, 386
Buttles Ave., Columbus. Monthly Eucharistic Holy Hour.
614-299-5781
Prayer Group Meeting at St. Mark
730 pm, St. Raymond Room, St. Mark Center, 324
Gay St., Lancaster. Light of Life prayer group meeting.
740-654-6928
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Interactive book uses technology to
empower youth with answers on faith

By Regina Lordan
Catholic News Service

“Tweeting with God,” by Father Mi-
chel Remery. Ignatius Press (San Fran-
cisco, 2015). 432 pages, 321.95.

If Pope Francis, with his enormously
popular Twitter following and self-
ies, has taught Catholics anything, it’s
that today’s message of faith needs to
be shared by keeping young people in
mind and by using their modern forms
of communication.

Dutch Father Michel Remery has fol-
lowed this lead, explaining answers to
a broad range of young people’s ques-
tions in tweets, an app, and now a book.

The book Tweeting with God will help
enrich readers’ faith in a new way and
will encourage Catholics to respond ac-
curately to their own and others’ ques-
tions about faith.

Born out of a group of young peo-
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ple from Father Remery’s parish out-
side of Amsterdam, the concept hit
the Internet as a question-and-answer
conversation of 140-character submis-
sions, using the hashtag #TwGOD.
Now a book, app, and website, par-
ticipants can access more informa-
tion and analysis by multiple means
of technology. Readers can check out
the book alone or read the book with
a smartphone to scan images for a full
multimedia experience.

Clever technology aside, the book’s
content is beneficial to any Catholic
young person, from middle-school to
college age, who has questions or who
has been asked questions about Cathol-
icism.

Its 200 questions touch upon a broad
range of topics -- from prayer and eth-
ics to natural disasters to traditions and
the catechism. The questions are cate-
gorized into four parts, which are intro-
duced by Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan
of New York, Archbishop Jose H. Go-

mez of Los Angeles, Bishop James
P. Conley of Lincoln, Nebraska, and
Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of
San Francisco.

Father Remery, who was a member of
a Vatican advisory committee on new
media and young people and is the vice
secretary general of the Council of Eu-
ropean Bishops’ Conferences, answers
the questions clearly and concisely, us-
ing the catechism and the Bible as ref-
erences. The answers are meant to be
accurate, but succinct. But the book is

PCRFORMANCE

A Bethlehem Carol

Powell St. Joan of Arc’s 23rd annual perfor-
mance of the Christmas play “A Bethlehem
Carol” will take place at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
5, featuring about 60 child actors from Colum-
bus, Dublin, Worthington, Powell, and Delaware,
some of whom are pictured. Admission is free.
The church is located at 10700 Liberty Road.
Photo courtesy St. Joan of Arc Church

Michel Remery

useful, even for the deep thinkers who
need a straightforward reminder of
Catholic teaching. They, too, will find
Tiveeting with God refreshing and help-
ful for explaining things to others.

The whole idea of the project is to em-
power young people with truth. For, as
the Tieeting with God app highlights
in a quote from the Bible, “Always be
ready to give an explanation to any-
one who asks you for a reason for your
hope” (1 Peter 3:15).

Taken in isolation, each passage is
educational -- Is prayer just talking to
God? It’s talking and listening. ... Did
God create evil? God created every-
thing good and gave us the free will to
choose to sin or not.

But taken in totality, Father Remery’s
book -- and the entire Tweeting with
God concept -- is inspirational and en-
couraging to young people. It shows
that there is, in fact, a reason for ev-
erything behind the church: The Mass,
the consecration, the teachings of the
church are all based on Catholic tra-
dition and the Bible. So ask away, be-
cause an answer can be found.

Lordan has master s degrees in edu-
cation and political science and is a
former assistant international editor of
Catholic News Service.
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Local agencies have gift ideas for those most in need this Christmas

People need your help. They need the
basics: food, clothing, and household
items. Without your help, many
children will go without Christmas
gifts this year. Several diocesan
organizations offer opportunities to
provide that assistance. Here is a list
of some of them:

Catholic Social Services (CSS)
197 E. Gay St., Columbus 43215.
Phone: (614) 221-5891.

Website: www.colscss.org.

Catholic Social Services strengthens
families, guides individuals toward
economic stability, provides food,
and serves as the extended family for
seniors. Its supportive services branch
(Attention: Debbie Hilliard) needs
gift certificates for $25 each from
either Kroger or Walmart for HOME
Choice clients who have transitioned
into the community. Its counseling and
Pathways to Hope office (Attention:
Jennifer Fears-Volley) needs $25 gift
cards to a grocery store, Walmart
or Toys R Us. Its Our Lady of
Guadalupe Center on Columbus’
west side (Attention: Alma Santos), a
food pantry serving mostly Hispanic
families, is asking for coats, hats,
gloves, scarves, and socks or gift cards
for food or toys.

CSS Portsmouth Office
2311 Stockham Lane, Portsmouth
45662. Phone: (740) 353-3185.
Attention: Donna Montavon.

The office is requesting winter coats
in sizes 4T-XL, male and female;
gloves and hats in child and adult
sizes; boys and girls pants and jeans,
sizes 8—16; peanut butter, jelly, and
canned fruit for holiday food baskets;
and Walmart gift cards.

CSS Baskets of Love
422 Main St., Suite 400, Zanesville
43702. Phone (740) 452-5057.
Attention: Dave Desender. 1031 Brice
St., Newark 43055. Phone: (740) 345-
2565. Attention: Tania Gresham.

Catholic Social Services and the
Muskingum County Center for Seniors
are working with area businesses and
organizations to provide “baskets of
love” to homebound seniors. People
who would like to help are asked to
place selected items in a small clothes
basket or reusable canvas shopping bag,
to be delivered by Sunday, Dec. 20.

The baskets should include items
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such as paper towels, tissues, toilet
paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
shampoo, toiletries, sponges, laundry
soap, fabric softener (small bottles),
all-purpose cleaner, dusting cloths
(Swiffer), dishwashing liquid, kitchen
trash bags (13-gallon size), postage
stamps, kitchen, bath, and hand towels,
sugar-free candy, and large print word-
find books.

Donations may be dropped off at the
CSS Zanesville office (address listed
above) or the Muskingum County
Center for Seniors, 200 Sunrise Center
Drive, Zanesville, from 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. weekdays. For the Newark
office, drop off donations between
11 am. and 2 p.m. or call to make
an appointment. Donations must be
delivered by Wednesday, Dec. 9.

JOIN (Joint Organization for
Inner-City Needs)
578 E. Main St., Columbus 43215.
Phone: (614) 241-2530. Website:
http://join.colsdioc.org.

JOIN responds to people in need with
emergency material assistance, serving
more than 100 families each day with
almost every problem imaginable,
from birth to death. It always can use
gas cards, food gift cards, gift cards
for teenagers (from department stores
such as Target and Meijer, bookstores,
or stores selling music, games, and
movies), basic hygiene items, cleaning
supplies, and monetary donations.

St. Francis Center
108 W. Mill St., McArthur 45651.
Phone: (740) 596-5820. Website:
https://www.facebook.com/
StFrancisOutreachCenter.

The center serves as a Catholic
presence in the southeastern part of
the Diocese of Columbus, assisting
impoverished families in meeting
their most basic needs of food and
clothing. Needed items include food
pantry staples, new toys, clothing, and
monetary donations. Volunteers are
needed to help pack food and toys on
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 12 and 13,
especially the evening of Dec. 13. Call

for details.

St. Stephen’s Community House
1500 E. 17th Ave., Columbus 43219.
Phone: (614) 294-6347. Website:
www.saintstephensch.org.

St. Stephen’s Community House is
a hub for advancing self-sufficiency
in the community. It is committed
to assisting residents in the Linden
neighborhood of Columbus in building
community and individual well-being.
It assists residents in maximizing
their potential through programs and
services such as employment, social
development, community organization,
education, and child care.

It is looking for food pantry items
such as tuna, Hamburger Helper,
peanut butter, and canned goods,
as well as monetary donations. St.
Stephen’s Christmas Cares/Union
Shares program will distribute food
to registered needy families in the
Linden area on Saturday and Sunday,
Dec. 19 and 20. St. Stephen’s also
needs volunteers on Dec. 19 and
20, to collect and distribute food
items. To sign up for a time slot,
go to www.SignUpGenius.com/
20/9040d48a5a72faa8-20152.

St. Vincent Family Center
1490 E. Main St., Columbus 43205.

Phone: (614) 252-0731 Website:
www.svfc.org.

The St. Vincent Family Center
makes good kids better by providing
pediatric behavioral health care within
a learning community to change the
lives of children and families. Its
Adopt-A-Family program provides
holiday gifts to families the center
serves. Your presents may be the only
gifts they receive. For details, go to
www.svfc.org/events/adopt-family.

Contact Debra Huff at
AdoptAFamily@svfc.org or dhuff@
svfc.org and let her know how many
children you would like to support.
Once you are matched with a family,
you will receive a wish list and further
instructions.

Gifts will be collected at the center
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
10 to Saturday, Dec. 12. Volunteers age
18 and older are greatly appreciated.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Phone: (614) 221-3554. Website:
www.vincentianvoice.org.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul

provides food, clothing, housing, and
spiritual support to people in need. It
operates in parishes across the diocese
and sponsors a daily lunch line at

St. Lawrence Haven in Columbus, a
clothing center in Columbus, a shelter
in Newark, thrift stores, and other
ministries. Needed items include food,
clothing, especially men’s hats, gloves,
socks, underwear, and coats and
children’s coats, which may be sent

to the St. Vincent de Paul Clothing
Center at 578 E. Main St. in Columbus
(phone 614-241-2569). In addition,
monetary donations for your parish St.
Vincent de Paul conference are always
helpful, especially during the holiday
season.

Catholic Charities Christmas
Collection

This annual collection allows the
diocese to meet a variety of basic
needs directly and through diocesan
agencies and organizations, including
those listed above. You can help share
in this important work by generously
supporting the Catholic Charities
collection this year. Look for the
envelope in your parish envelope
packet for December.

Diocesan Office for Social
Concerns
197 E. Gay St., Columbus 43215.
Phone: (614) 241-2540. Website:
http://socialconcerns.colsdioc.org.

The Office for Social Concerns
serves as the central diocesan
resource for social justice education
and advocacy. Learn more about
Catholic teachings on important social
issues and act on your faith to make
a difference in your community and
around the world.

Catholic Relief Services

Catholic Relief Services is the official
international humanitarian agency of
the Catholic community in the United
States. Through the CRS Fair Trade
crafts, coffee, and chocolate program,
you can help struggling artisans and
farmers around the world earn fair
wages. The program offers great
gift ideas, through a catalog which
includes nearly 1,500 CRS projects
that transform people and communities
overseas for the long term. Your gift
saves lives, and tells your loved one
how much you care. More details are
available at http://gifts.crs.org.
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CARDINGTON
SACRED HEARTS
CHURCH DEDICATION

The new Cardington Sacred Hearts Church was

dedicated on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Nov. 26. It .
replaces a church on the same site which was destroyed J
by fire early in the morning of Nov. 28, 2013, also Fegl |
Thanksgiving Day. The building includes a sanctuary lL -
area and a separate social hall.

A statue of St. Joseph and a cross which both f
survived the fire are pictured above.

More than 250 people filled the pews of the new
church, the only Catholic church in Morrow County.
Columbus architect William Heyer designed the
building, with Corna Kokosing Construction

as general contractor.

Bishop Frederick Campbell dedicates the altar in the
church’s sanctuary. Also pictured are Deacons Todd Tucky
(left) and Mike Hood. Msgr. John Bakle, SM, is pastor.

(T photos by Ken Snow



