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This week’s front-
page art is based 
on the poster for 
this year’s Re-
spect Life Month, 
proclaimed by the  
U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. 
Photo courtesy USCCB

The Editor’s Notebook

By David Garick, Editor
It’s not all about me

Growing up, I was taught to be self-reliant:  
“Don’t expect other people to do everything 
for you.  Take care of yourself.  Stand up for 
yourself.  Be the best person you can be.”  It 
was good advice and it has served me well 
over the years.  It is the same advice that I 
still give to young people.  But like many 
good things, when taken to excess, it can 
become destructive.  When self-reliance 
morphs into self-indulgence and self-confi-
dence becomes self-centeredness we cross 
over to the dark side.
As Christians, we are called to cherish life 

and live it with the passion and love dem-
onstrated for us by Christ.  Jesus said, “I 
came so that they might have life and have 
it more abundantly.”  That sounds great.  
But if we leave it at that single phrase, out 
of the full context in which it was given, 
we are apt to be selfish indeed.  All that 
matters is our life.  Why should we be 
concerned for the life of an unborn child 
who will be inconvenient and expensive to 
care for?  An abortion can make our lives 
simpler.  Why should we care about de-
stroying embryos for research purposes?  
They might lead to new medicines that 
will make my life better.  Why should we 
spend all that money taking care of very 
old and sick people who probably will die 
soon anyway?  That money could be bet-
ter spent on things I need now.  I am the 
center of my universe.  
Jesus taught us otherwise.  The quote I 

mentioned earlier came from the 10th 
chapter of the Gospel of St. John.  It is the 
story of the Good Shepherd.  Those selfish 
motives stem from the ways of the world, 
which lead us to place our own needs 
above all others, even above the sanctity 
of life itself.  Christ tells us that those mo-
tives are the actions of thieves and robbers 
who come only to slaughter and destroy.  
But Jesus is the Good Shepherd who lays 
down his own life for his sheep.  And the 

story does not end 
there.  Not only 
does Jesus do that 
for our lives, but he 
calls each of us to 
follow him and do 
the same.  “Whoever wishes to come after 
me must deny himself, take up his cross, 
and follow me. For whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will find it. What profit 
would there be for one to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his life?”
Christ respects life so much that he suf-

fered death to bring everlasting life to each 
of us.  This is not a gift we can hoard for 
ourselves. We are called to do whatever 
is necessary to protect the lives of those 
around us to give them the opportunity to 
gain eternal life with Christ.  The destruc-
tion of life is a great injustice.  In a democ-
racy, we the people have the power to stop 
this injustice.  We can elect representatives 
who will stand up for real justice, and that 
begins with the right to life.  It is tempting 
to cast votes for those who we think will 
bring us economic returns, whether that be 
in the form of government money or ser-
vices or lower taxes.  But our first priority 
should be to elect people who will have 
the moral courage to stand up against the 
forces that seek to destroy the most vul-
nerable of lives -- the embryo, the unborn, 
the sick, the elderly.  
Life, every life, is the most precious of all 

God’s creation.  Today, we have spacecraft, 
telescopes, and many other scientific devic-
es scanning the universe seeking out signs 
of life beyond our world.  So far, we have 
found none.  But here on Earth, we destroy 
millions of lives annually for our own self-
ish goals.  Before we search for life on other 
worlds, perhaps we should learn to respect 
it here.  I am not sure we can be trusted with 
lives God has placed elsewhere.

My dear friends in Christ:
Pope Francis has captivated the 

world with his humility, warmth, 
and compassion for each person. 
Vivid accounts of his tenderness 
for “the least of these”—the el-
derly, the imprisoned, those with 
disfiguring disabilities, the un-
born, and many more—seize our 
attention. Why?
At the heart of each of these inter-

actions is a truth which resonates 
in our hearts, revealing to us some-
thing essential to understanding 
ourselves and our purpose.
We are loved.
In his 2013 Day for Life greeting, 

Pope Francis conveyed that “even 
the weakest and most vulnerable, 
the sick, the old, the unborn, and 
the poor are masterpieces of God’s 
creation, made in his own image, 
destined to live forever, and de-
serving of the utmost reverence 
and respect.” We see Pope Francis 
living out the truth of these words 
in his actions.
We want to be part of a society 

that makes affirmation and pro-
tection of human rights its prima-
ry objective and its boast. Yet to 
women faced with an unexpected 
pregnancy, abortion is often pre-
sented as their only “choice.” 
A large percentage of children 
prediagnosed as having Down 
syndrome are never given the 
chance to live outside their moth-
ers’ wombs. Elderly members of 
our families fear they will become 
burdensome and seek physician-
assisted suicide. We see these and 
many more of our brothers and 
sisters pushed to the periphery. 
These tragedies go directly 

against respect for life, and they 
represent a direct threat to the 
entire culture of human rights. 
Rather than societies of “people 
living together,” our cities risk 
becoming societies of people 
who are marginalized, uprooted, 
and oppressed. 
What can be done to prevent 

this? We must draw close to Je-
sus in prayer and in the sacra-
ments. We must ask the Lord for 
the grace to see ourselves and 
others as he sees us—as master-
pieces of his creation. When God 
created each of us, he did so with 
precision and purpose, and he 
looks on each of us with love that 
cannot be outdone in intensity 
or tenderness. We must look at 
ourselves and at others in light of 
this truth and treat all people with 
the reverence and respect which 
is due them. 
The Church’s antidote to an 

individualism which threatens 
the respect for human dignity is 
community and solidarity. Are 
we moved by the suffering of 
those without shelter? Do we 
seek to alleviate the fear, confu-
sion, and panic that women fac-
ing unexpected pregnancies may 
be experiencing? Do our hearts 
ache for elderly patients in nurs-
ing homes who feel abandoned 
and unwanted, having no one to 
visit them?
Our mission is to show each 

person the love of Christ. As 
uniquely created individuals, we 
each have unique gifts which we 
are called to use to share Christ’s 
love. We are continually given 

Respect Life Month 2014 Statement 
By Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley, OFM Cap ~ Archbishop of Boston

 Chairman, USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities

See STATEMENT, Page 3
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By Nancy Frazier O’Brien 
Catholic News Service 
Study after study has confirmed that those who 

are involved in religion and those who are mar-
ried are healthier, physically and mentally hap-
pier, and live longer than those who are not.
“The health benefits of marriage are so strong 

that a married man with heart disease can be 
expected to live, on average, 1,400 days (near-
ly four years) longer than an unmarried man 
with a healthy heart,” said Dr. Scott Haltzman, 
a clinical assistant professor of psychiatry and 
human behavior at Brown University in Prov-
idence, Rhode Island.
“This longer life expectancy is even longer 

for a married man who has cancer or is 20 
pounds overweight, compared to his healthy 
but unmarried counterpart,” Haltzman added. 
“The advantages for women are similar.”
Couples with higher levels of religiosity “tend to en-

joy greater marital satisfaction, fidelity, and stability, 
with less likelihood of domestic violence,” according 
to a compilation of studies by the Heritage Founda-
tion, a Washington-based think tank.
Religious belief and practice are also associated with 

lower divorce rates, lower levels of teen sexual activ-
ity, less abuse of alcohol and drugs, lower levels of 
many infectious diseases, less juvenile crime, and less 
violent crime, the foundation said.
“Marriage and religion influence various dimensions 

of life, including physical health and longevity, men-
tal health, happiness, economic well-being, and the 

raising of children,” wrote sociologist Linda J. Waite 
and economist Evelyn J. Lehrer in a paper published 
in 2009 by the National Institutes of Health.
“We argue that both marriage and religiosity gener-

ally have far-reaching positive effects; that they influ-
ence similar domains of life; and that there are im-
portant parallels through which each achieves these 
outcomes,” they added.
In a 2012 interview, the late psychiatry professor 

Robert Coombs, of the University of California at Los 
Angeles, concurred on the positive effects of mar-
riage. “Virtually every study of mortality and marital 
status shows the unmarried of both sexes have higher 
death rates, whether by accident, disease, or self-in-
flicted wounds, and this is found in every country that 

maintains accurate health statistics,” he said.
As the extraordinary world Synod of Bishops 

on the family begins its work Sunday, Oct. 5 
at the Vatican, one of the challenges facing it 
will be raising awareness of the positive ben-
efits of marriage on individuals, families, and 
society as a whole.
“We know the numbers don’t lie about the 

impact divorce has on children,” Randall 
Woodard, an associate professor of theology/
religion at St. Leo University in Florida, told 
Catholic News Service. “Nearly every social 
indicator is a lot lower (for those) raising chil-
dren in a single-parent household, and I say 
that as a single father of three. A traditional 
family is not the only way to live, but it is the 
best way, generally speaking.”
Woodard said religious institutions may be 

uniquely suited to help families deal with their chal-
lenges.
“Churches provide tremendous support groups that 

can provide spiritual, financial, and psychological 
help,” he said. “Being surrounded by people who 
share many of the same ideals can help reinforce oth-
ers who may be struggling.
“Another way churches can help familial health is 

by knowing their own limitations,” Woodard added. 
“Many times people will come to the church with 
problems such as depression or other issues that are 
better resolved by medical professionals. Being that 
first point of contact can be very vital by encouraging 
them to seek medical help when necessary.”

Studies confirm religion increases longevity, and marriage does, too

By Francis X. Rocca 
Catholic News Service 

Two weeks before the start of an 
extraordinary synod of bishops on 
the family, the Vatican announced 
the formation of a special commis-
sion to reform the process of grant-
ing marriage annulments.

“The work of the commission will start as soon as pos-
sible and will have as its goal to prepare a proposal of 
reform of the matrimonial process, with the objective of 
simplifying its procedure, making it more streamlined, and 
safeguarding the principle of the indissolubility of matri-
mony,” said a Vatican statement made on Sept. 20.

The panel’s work will address what Pope Francis has identi-
fied  as  a  key  challenge  in  the  “pastoral  care  of  marriage.”

“There is the legal problem of marriage nullity, this has to 
be reviewed, because ecclesiastical tribunals are not suf-
ficient for this,” the pope told reporters in July 2013.

Pope Francis related the problem of annulments to the 
situation of divorced and civilly remarried Catholics, 

whose predicament he said exempli-
fies a general need for mercy in the 
church today.

According to church teaching, such 
Catholics may not receive Commu-
nion unless they obtain an annul-
ment of their first, sacramental, mar-

riage or abstain from sexual relations, living with their new 
partners as “brother and sister.”

A proposal to allow some divorced and civilly remarried 
Catholics to receive Communion without meeting either 
of those conditions, introduced by German Cardinal Wal-
ter Kasper at a meeting of the world’s cardinals in Febru-
ary, is expected to be one of the most discussed issues at 
the two-week synod on the family, which opens on Oct. 5.

The new commission on the annulment process, which 
Pope Francis established on Aug. 27, has 11 members, in-
cluding Cardinal Francesco Coccopalmerio, president of 
the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, and Archbishop 
Luis Ladaria Ferrer, secretary of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith.

STATEMENT, continued from Page 2
opportunities to do so in our interactions with the 
cashier at the grocery store, our spouses, children, 
friends, and even the people we encounter in traffic. 
Each of these moments is valuable beyond our real-
ization. We may never know how much a simple ges-
ture of compassion may affect someone’s life. 
As the 2014 Respect Life Program begins, let us 

take a moment to reflect on the theme “Each of Us 
Is a Masterpiece of God’s Creation,” and how this 
truth affects both our understanding of ourselves and 
others and the way we live. Pastoral and educational 
resources of the program may be found at www.us-
ccb.org/respectlife.  
Although we set aside October to particularly pray 

for respect for all human life, let us never cease this 
urgent work. I’m grateful to the many parishes and 
schools nationwide which participate in the program 
during October, Respect Life Month, and throughout 
the year.
Love and justice must motivate each of us to work 

for a transformation of our own hearts so that we can 
transform the world around us. This is the message of 
Pope Francis. May the Risen Lord put the Gospel of 
joy in our hearts so that we may bear witness to the 
greatest love story ever told.  

Pope names panel to streamline marriage annulment process
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Heartbeat International’s top two ex-
exutives – Peggy Hartshorn, president, 
and Jor-El Godsey, vice president – 
traveled to Bratislava, Slovakia, last 
month for the European Pregnancy 
Help Leaders’ Conference.

The gathering included representa-
tives from 12 nations, including leaders 
serving women and families at non-
profit pregnancy help organizations in 
nine European nations. Hartshorn was 
one of three keynote speakers, along 
with representatives of similar groups 
in Denmark and Serbia.

“We are very excited to play a role 
in what God is doing in Europe,” said 
Hartshorn, who has served as Heartbeat 
International’s president since 1993. 
“Even just to see the growth and de-
velopment of my two fellow keynote 
speakers over the years is a thrill, and we 
are very optimistic as we see God raising 
up new leaders not just in Europe or the 
West, but all over the world.”

The event was made possible in part 
by a grant from The Father’s Table 
Foundation, which has partnered regu-
larly with Heartbeat International to 
help international attendees attend con-
ferences for pregnancy help organiza-
tions in the United States.

Since its founding in 1971, Heartbeat, 
which is based in Columbus, has host-

ed 43 annual conferences on U.S. soil 
and participated in or helped organize 
similar events in Zambia, South Africa, 
the Philippines, Canada, Argentina, and 
Mexico. 

Heartbeat International’s 2015 annu-
al conference is scheduled from April 
7-10 in St. Louis. More than 900 at-
tendees came to the 2014 conference in 
Charleston, South Carolina.

Heartbeat International, founded in 
1971, is the first network of pro-life 
pregnancy help organizations founded 
in the United States and the largest and 
most expansive network of its kind in 
the world. 

With 1,800 affiliated pregnancy help 
locations – including pregnancy help 
medical clinics (with ultrasound), re-
source centers, maternity homes, and 
adoption agencies – Heartbeat serves 
on all six inhabited continents to pro-
vide alternatives to abortion. For more 
information, see www.HeartbeatInter-
national.org.

Heartbeat also operates Option Line, 
a 24/7 pregnancy helpline offering 
real-time informational services, lay 
counseling, and connection to area 
pregnancy help centers for women and 
men facing unexpected pregnancies. 
For more information, see www.Op-
tionLine.org.

HEARTBEAT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

PRACTICAL          STEWARDSHIP
By Rick Jeric

Alaska
   Did you pray earnestly for the world this past 
week?  There are just so many situations in the 
world that cry out for peace and order, and 
some of them are in our own communities, or 
very close.  It is challenging, frustrating, and even 
embarrassing.  But evil must be faced, fought, and 
destroyed.  It will never go away completely, but it 
is up to us to keep its spread and impact to a minimum.  We do so with 
prayer, love, and example.  Unfortunately, too many of those whom we 
look up to are poor examples, and they do influence our behavior and 
that of our children.  Professional and even amateur athletes, political 
leaders, and media stars too often show us a code of morals and ethics 
and a lifestyle that do much more harm than good.  We can pray in our 
own way, or we can meditate with a good old-fashioned prayer such 
as the one to St. Michael the Archangel.  Old-fashioned or not, prayer 
works wonders.  Keep praying and keep going to Mass and receiving the 
Eucharist on Sunday and at least once more during the week.  Pray to 
stop evil.

   This Sunday is Respect Life Sunday.  I really do look forward to writing 
my column each year at this time so I can sing the praises of our two 
Women’s Care Centers here in Columbus.  The wonderful people there 
are literally saving lives each day, while providing practical service and 
education for moms and babies.  They are truly good and faithful stew-
ards, fearlessly and selflessly upholding the sanctity of human life.  If you 
want to learn more about them, please go to www.wccfoundation.org.

     This year, I have been struck by a few recent instances involving people 
other than the unborn, and I want to share the stories.  I have a younger 
brother who lives in Seattle, and he works for a variety of government 
concerns doing studies of nature and the environment.  He is currently 
in Alaska and sends photos that are beautiful. It must be breathtaking to 
be able to live there.  While I am not the least bit militant when it comes 
to environmental issues, my brother has taught me by example over the 
years that we have a responsibility to be good stewards of the earth.  
In turn, we support and respect human life by maintaining a clean and 
healthy world.  My wife has an aunt who is a retired nun, Sister Lydia, a 
member of the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth.  She just turned 
97, and we visited her a couple of weeks ago at a home for retired reli-
gious in Pittsburgh.  There are a number of retired nuns there, each with 
a different level of needed care.  It is amazing to watch the love, care, and 
respect that the younger sisters have in taking care of their elders.  They 
truly have great respect for the holy and sacrificial lives of these nuns.  
Finally, my father-in-law is 92 and has severe dementia.  My mother-in-law 
insists on taking care of him, even though she has her own challenges.  
She is simply a wonderful example of love and giving to a spouse.  The 
wedding vows are lived without hesitation.  This is true respect for life.

  Our practical challenge this week is to pray for respect for life at all 
levels, from the unborn to the well-seasoned.  Pray especially at Sunday 
Mass.  That part is easy.  The difficult challenge is to reach out to those in 
our lives who need the extra care, love, and respect.  You know who they 
are.  Make the extra effort this week, and remember them throughout 
their precious lives.

Jeric is director of development and planning for the Columbus Diocese.

Columbus Bishop Hartley High School student Jacob Thompson participated in the Pelotonia 
bicycling event to raise money for cancer research this summer. He successfully completed 
the 100-mile course and raised more than $1,800 for the James Cancer Center at The Ohio 
state University Medical Center.  Thompson, a member of the Hartley boys soccer team, was 
supported along the route by his teammates and the prayers offered by his classmates and 
Hartley families. Thompson is pictured third from left with supporters (from left) Cameron 
Mertz, Mitchell Bergman, Kevin Krieger, Michael Anthony-Wood, Bruce Kotlinski, Even Ryan, 
and Justin Galant.                                                    Photo courtesy Columbus Bishop Hartley High School

JACOB THOMPSON RAISES $1,800 IN BICYCLE EVENT
Columbus St. Francis 

DeSales High School has 
inducted six former stu-
dent-athletes and three 
former coaches as the in-
augural class of its Ath-
letic Hall of Fame. Their 
induction took place at 
a dinner on Saturday, 
Aug. 30, one day after 
they were introduced to 
the public at halftime of 
the DeSales-Westerville 
Central football game.

The inductees are  Anne 
Weilbacher, Blaine Wil-
son, Mark Zimmer, Bob 
Triano, Mindy Ham-
mond, Lisa Regrut, 
Kathy Wiemels, the late 
Forrest “Treeze” Shar-
rock (represented at the 
ceremony by his grand-

son, Travis Marter), and 
Luke Fickell, who was 
unable to attend because 
of his duties with The 
Ohio State University’s 
football team.

Weilbacher, a 2000 De-
Sales graduate, won state 
titles in 1999 and 2000 
in the 100-yard butterfly 
and still holds the school 
record in the 100 butter-
fly and 100 freestyle. At 
the University of Michi-
gan, she was a two-time 
Big Ten Conference 
champion and a two-time 
NCAA All-American, 
helping the Wolverines 
win conference titles in 
2001 and 2004.

Wilson, a 1993 gradu-
ate, is a three-time Olym-

pian and one of the most 
decorated gymnasts in 
United States history, 
winning an Olympic sil-
ver medal in 2004. He 
won 10 individual state 
championships, includ-
ing four on rings, and 
led the Stallions to four 
straight team champion-
ships. At Ohio State, he 
won six NCAA champi-
onships, including two 
all-around titles, and the 
Buckeyes won the 1996 
team title.

Zimmer, a 1979 gradu-
ate, was the first high 
school wrestler in Ohio 
and the third in the na-
tion to win four consecu-
tive state titles. His 143 
consecutive victories 
was a national record at 
the time and now ranks 
third. He also was on 
three straight CCL cross 
country championship 
teams. He continued his 
wrestling career at the 
universities of Wiscon-
sin and Oklahoma, twice 
winning NCAA All-
American honors.

Triano was wrestling 
coach at DeSales from 
1965-74, held the same 
position at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati from 
1974-78, and returned 
to DeSales as athletic di-
rector from 1978-88. He 
led the Stallions to nine 
league, seven district, 
and two state champion-
ships, and was chosen as 

Ohio high school coach 
of the year twice. He al-
ready is in halls of fame 
for wrestling coaches 
and officials and athletic 
directors.

Hammond, a 1998 grad-
uate, was a first-team All-
Ohio player twice in soc-
cer and once in basketball. 
She was the starting goal-
keeper for state champi-
onship soccer teams in 
1995 and 1997. She went 
on to play two years of 
basketball at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati and two 
years of basketball and 
soccer at Ohio Wesleyan 
University, where both 
of her soccer teams won 
NCAA Division III cham-
pionships.

Regrut, a 1984 gradu-
ate, earned 11 varsity 
letters in four years. In 
volleyball, she led her 
team to the school’s first 
female state champion-
ship in 1982. The fol-
lowing year, she became 

DeSales’ first female All-
Ohio athlete, also in vol-
leyball. In basketball, she 
was first team All-Metro 
in 1984. Her 1983 soft-
ball team won a district 
championship. She con-
tinued her volleyball ca-
reer at the University of 
Rhode Island.

Wiemels was head 
coach of volleyball from 
1974-95 and softball and 
basketball from 1975-78 
and was considered the 
face of DeSales women’s 
athletics for many years. 
Her volleyball teams had 
a record of 345-176 and 
won 10 league, five dis-
trict, and three regional 
championships, winning 
the state title in 1982. 
After her coaching career 
ended, she remained at 
the school until her re-
tirement in 2012.      

Sharrock is considered 
the founder of DeSales 
athletics, serving as the 
school’s first football, 

basketball, and track 
coach and athletic di-
rector. He also was golf 
coach, and taught at the 
school for 21 years. His 
football teams won three 
Central Catholic League 
titles, going 70-46-2 
from 1962-74. He also 
won eight CCL track 
crowns and three district 
titles, and one league 
championship in golf as 
a coach.

Fickell, a 1992 gradu-
ate, was a state wrestling 
champion in 1990, 1991, 
and 1992, winning 106 
straight matches in that 
span. He also was an All-
Ohio football player in 
1990 and 1991. He then 
became a football player 
and coach at Ohio State, 
serving as interim head 
coach in 2011. He cur-
rently is OSU’s lineback-
ers coach and co-defen-
sive coordinator.

Photo courtesy 
St. Francis DeSales High Schoo
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The Bible
with Jeff Cavins

You can understand the 
Bible!
Learn how key people, 
places and events fit 
together to reveal God's 
plan for humanity.

Jeff Cavins is 
the creator  
of The Great 
Adventure 
Catholic 
Bible Study 
Program

Saturday, 
October 18, 2014

$45 Admission
St. John Neumann Church 

Faith & Family Center Sunbury, OH
9:00 am – 3:00 pm

For more information:
Rosemary Halter 

(740) 965-1358 x 100 
rose@nrcengineering.com

FREE Friday Night Talk  
Oct. 17, 2014 ~7:00-9:00 pm

www.saintjohnsunbury.org/Cavins

1Under current tax law, direct rollovers to an Advantage Plus have 
no tax consequences or reporting. 2Interest rates quoted above 
are guaranteed for one full year for initial contribution made prior 
to 9-30-14. In subsequent years, rates may change quarterly, but 
will never fall below 1% guaranteed minimum rate listed in the 
contract. For more information contact the home office direct at 
800-552-0145/TTY 800-617-4176. 14-092-01B PV2077

Opening Balance Interest Rate2

$5,000 – 9,999 2.875%
$10,000 – 49,999 3.375%
$50,000 – 99,999 3.625%
$100,000 and greater 3.875%

COntaCt COF agent

Paul Vitartas, FIC
(614) 314-7463
pvitartas@catholicforester.org 

475 S. Prospect St., Marion, OH 43302

Home Office: PO Box 3012, Naperville, IL 60566-7012 
Toll-free: 800-552-0145  |  TTY: 800-617-4176
www.catholicforester.org  

Get a GrIP 
on your retIrement

Make the move to an Advantage Plus 
single premium deferred annuity. 

Rollover1 your current IRA, 401(k), 403(b), 
CD, Profit Sharing Plan or pension and

earn up to 3.875%
guaranteed first-year interest2, 

based on your annuity’s opening balance.

Catholic Social Services is com-
mitted to respecting life in all 
its forms. We recognize the real 
struggles that new mothers and 
post-abortion families deal with 
every day. Our maternal health 
counselors offer support for wom-
en experiencing life stressors re-
lated to pregnancy and the early 
years of parenting. Stressors may 
include difficulty coping with life 
changes, relationship problems, 
isolation or lack of support, teen 

pregnancy, postpartum depres-
sion, and other perinatal mood 
and anxiety issues. 

CSS’s vow to respect life also 
extends compassionate care to 
women and their loved ones in 
the aftermath of abortion. While 
we continue to pray for no wom-
an to ever choose abortion, we 
also offer counseling if she expe-
riences that loss. Our Project Ra-
chel program provides post-abor-
tion reconciliation and spiritual 

healing for parents, grandparents, 
siblings, friends, and anyone else 
who has felt the effects of abor-
tion. Professional counselors, 
specially trained in this field, as-
sist clients in a confidential and 
individual capacity, offering pri-
vate and nonjudgmental healing 
for women and men affected by 
abortion. 

For more information, contact 
Catholic Social Services at 
(614) 276-2273.

MATERNAL HEALTH AND POST-ABORTION HEALING

DeSales Hall of Fame Inductees

Columbus St. Francis DeSales High School Athletic Hall of Fame honorees are (from left): 
Anne Weilbacher, Blaine Wilson, Mark Zimmer. Bob Triano, Mindy Hammond, Lisa Regrut, 
Kathy Wiemels, and Travis Marter (representing his late grandfather, Forrest Sharrock). 
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IS LYING ALWAYS WRONG?
DRESS CODE FOR CHURCH?

Q. In a book I read re-
cently explaining the 

teaching of the church in 
simple language, it states 
that a person cannot lie even 
to save a life, since you “can-
not do evil that good may 
come of it.”
This would seem to contra-

dict the right to defend people 
even if others were trying to 
kill them: e.g., if Nazi sol-
diers were at the door asking 
if any Jews were in that house, 
I would think that lying to 
save Jews who in fact were in 
the house would actually pre-
vent a greater evil from hap-
pening.
It seems to me that, when 

the choice is between lying 
and abetting a murder, you 
should choose the lesser of 
the two evils. Please help 
me, because the question has 
come up in our CCD class. 
(Milladore, Wisconsin)

A. You have put your fin-
ger on a neuralgic issue 

that has troubled Catholic 
thinkers for centuries. The 
common Catholic teaching 
is that lying is always wrong, 
even to save a life; that is 
clearly the majority position 
historically, and is reflected in 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, which says in No. 
2485: “By its very nature, ly-
ing is to be condemned. It is a 
profanation of speech, where-
as the purpose of speech is to 
communicate known truth to 
others.”
However, there has always 

been a lesser but significant 
school of thought that has 
argued that it is sometimes 
justified to lie, particularly 
to protect the innocent from 
harm, and the church has 

not resolved the dispute in-
fallibly.
Interestingly, the earlier 

edition (1994) of the cat-
echism said that to lie is “to 
speak or act against the truth 
in order to lead into error 
someone who has the right 
to know the truth.” But that 
text was revised in the 1997 
edition, which has now elim-
inated the words “who has 
the right to know the truth” 
(No. 2483).
But since the catechism 

does not claim to propose 
infallible teaching on every 
topic it treats, the question is 
hardly settled forever. What 
really is at play here are two 
conflicting intuitions, both 
very deep and both valid.
First, that trust in the 

word of another is essential 
to the human enterprise; 
but equally, that no one is 
obliged to assist someone 
bent on unjust aggression. 
Hence, the long historical 
dispute over what exactly 
constitutes lying.
My own preference is for 

the “right to know” position, 
and I claim Pope Francis as 
an ally here. He lived in Ar-
gentina under a brutal dic-
tatorship which kidnapped 
and killed its own citizens. 
In a recently published book 
(Pope Francis: His Life in 
His Own Words), he tells of 
having helped to smuggle a 
young man out of the coun-
try by giving him his own 
identity card and dressing 
him in a clerical collar.
In the situation you raise, 

when Nazis invade your 
home in search of Jews, 
some moralists prefer to 
indulge in mental gymnas-

tics and tell you that you 
need to answer ambiguously 
by saying something like, 
“Why would I hide Jews 
when I have my own family 
to worry about?”
Instead, I would feel com-

pletely comfortable in say-
ing, “No. No Jews are here,” 
and I think the vast major-
ity of well-formed Catholics 
would agree with me.

Q. Why are people al-
lowed to dress scantily 

for church? It seems so dis-
respectful. Isn’t there a dress 
code? (Schenectady, New 
York)

Q. I would like you to 
address the way some 

women dress coming to 
Mass, revealing more than 
needs to be seen. Please help. 
(Bedford, Virginia)

A. The two pleas above 
are but a slice of simi-

lar ones that arrive regularly 
at this desk, especially during 
the summer months. There is 
a fair amount of subjectivity 
as to exactly what clothing is 
appropriate, and no universal 
church rule exists.
But I would be guided by the 

observation in the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church (No. 
1387), which says, “Bodily 
demeanor (gestures, cloth-
ing) ought to convey the re-
spect, solemnity, and joy of 
this moment when Christ be-
comes our guest.”
Specific guidelines are best 

left to individual parishes, 
since cultures and climates 
vary, but occasional state-
ments in bulletins or on 
websites may serve as help-
ful reminders that decency 
is always the governing 
standard.
Questions may be sent to 

Father Kenneth Doyle at 
askfatherdoyle@gmail.com 
and 40 Hopewell St., Albany, 
N.Y. 12208.

QUESTION & ANSWER
       by: FATHER KENNETH DOYLE
       Catholic News Service

Catholic Times columnist 
Mary van Balen will be the 
presenter for a quiet day of re-
flection on “The Desert Fathers 
and Mothers: Wisdom from 
the Desert for Today’s World” 
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 11 at the Corpus 
Christi Center of Peace, 1111 
E. Stewart Ave., Columbus.
The Catholic Church’s desert 

fathers and mothers of fourth-
century Egypt had a great in-
fluence on Western monasti-
cism and spirituality through 
great Latin spiritual writers 
such as John Cassian and St. 
Jerome.
Van Balen will begin the day 

with a short prayer service, 
followed by historical back-

ground on the monastic move-
ment in the Egyptian desert. 
Three sessions based on the 
lives of the desert fathers and 
mothers will follow.
After each presentation focus-

ing on the monks’ lived exam-
ple, participants will have time 
for silent reflection and will be 
able to read excerpts from say-
ings of the desert fathers and 
mothers in a booklet that also 
includes space for personal 
thoughts and prayers.
The $25 fee for the event 

includes lunch. To register, 
contact the center at (614) 
512-3731 or corpuschristi-
centerofpeace@gmail.com 
or go to the center’s website, 
www.cccenterofpeace.org.

On Tuesday, Oct. 7, you can 
meet the candidates running 
for local office in the Nov, 4 
general election.  
There will be a reception at 

6:30 p.m., and a candidate fo-
rum will follow at 7 p.m. at 
Columbus All Saints Acad-
emy, 2855 E. Livingston Ave., 
next to Christ the King Church.  
This program will be pre-

sented by the Franklin County 
Consortium for Good Gov-

ernment and is sponsored by 
the diocesan Office for Social 
Concerns and Black Catholic 
Ministries of the Diocese of 
Columbus, with support from 
parish and other community 
organizations. 
If you need additional infor-

mation, call the Black Catholic 
Ministries office at (614) 228-
0024. 
The event is free and open to 

all to attend.

Columbus Bishop Ready High 
School is sponsoring two mini-
camps for elementary school 
students this October.
A three-session youth basket-

ball skills camp for boys and 
girls in grades three to eight 
will take place from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Thursdays, Oct. 9, 16, 
and 23. The cost is $15 per 
player.  For more information, 
contact Dan DeCrane at (614) 
276-5263, extension 403, or 
ddecrane@cdeducation.org.

A youth cheerleading camp 
is scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday and Thursday, Oct. 
8 and 9, for students in kinder-
garten through eighth grade. Its 
cost is $40, including partici-
pation in the varsity football 
game Friday, Oct. 10 against 
Loudonville at Hilliard Brad-
ley.  Contact dunhamsara@
gmail.com or call the Ready 
athletic department at (614) 
276-5263, extension 211, for 
details.

The Mass schedule for the 
weekend of Oct. 11 and 12 
at Columbus Sacred Heart 
Church, 893 Hamlet St., has 
been changed because of the 
Italian Festival on the church 

grounds. 
There will be no 4 p.m. Satur-

day Mass on Oct. 11.  Mass on 
Sunday, Oct. 12, will be at 10 
a.m. rather than 11 a.m.

CORPUS CHRISTI DAY OF REFLECTION

Meet the Candidates Night

Ready youth sports mini-camps

Festival causes temporary Mass changes
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Read the Bible! MAKING SENSE
Out of  Bioethics
Father Tad Pacholczyk

Planning for end-of-life situations is important. We 
should put in place an advance directive before our 
health takes a serious turn for the worse and we are 
no longer able to indicate our own wishes or make our 
own decisions. Advance directives can be of two types: 
living wills and health care agents.

The best approach is to choose a health care agent 
(also known as a “proxy” or a “durable power of attor-
ney for health care”). Our agent then makes decisions 
on our behalf when we become incapacitated. We 
should designate in writing who our health care proxy 
will be. The National Catholic Bioethics Center (http://
www.ncbcenter.org) and many individual state Catho-
lic conferences offer helpful forms that can be used to 
designate our proxy. Copies of our completed health 
care proxy designation forms should be shared with our 
proxy, our doctors, nurse practitioners, hospice person-
nel, family members, and other relevant parties.

In addition to choosing a health care proxy, some in-
dividuals may also decide to write a living will in which 
they state their wishes regarding end-of-life care. Liv-
ing wills raise concerns, however, because these docu-
ments attempt to describe our wishes about various 
medical situations before those situations actually 
arise, and may end up limiting choices in unreasonable 
ways. Given the breathtaking pace of medical advances, 
a person’s decisions today about what care to receive 
or refuse may not make sense at a later time point. In 
the final analysis, it is impossible and unrealistic to try 
to cover every medical situation in a living will, and it 
is preferable to have a proxy, a person we trust, who 
can interact with the hospital and the health care team, 
weigh options in real time, and make appropriate deci-
sions for us as we need it.

A new type of living will known as a “POLST” form 
— a tool for advance planning — also raises concerns. 
The POLST form (which stands for Physician Orders for 
Life Sustaining Treatment) is a document that estab-
lishes actionable medical orders for a patient’s health 
care. The form is typically filled out with the help of 
trained “facilitators” — usually not physicians — who 
ask questions about patients’ health care wishes, and 
check boxes on the form that correspond to their an-
swers. The facilitators receive training that can lead 
them to paint a rather biased picture of treatment op-
tions for patients, emphasizing potential negative side 
effects while sidestepping potential benefits or posi-
tive outcomes.

POLST forms thus raise several significant moral 
concerns: 

1. The approach encouraged by the use of POLST 

forms may end up skewed toward options of non-
treatment, and may encourage premature withdrawal 
of treatments from patients who can still benefit 
from them. 

2. Filling out a POLST form may preclude a proxy from 
exercising his or her power to protect the rights of the 
patient, since the form sets in motion actual medical 
orders that a medical professional must follow. As a 
set of standing medical orders, the POLST approach is 
inflexible. Many POLST forms begin with language like 
this: “First follow these orders, then contact physician 
or health care provider.” Straightforwardly following 
orders created outside of a particular situation may be 
ill-advised, improper, and even harmful to the patient. 

3. In some states, the signature of the patient (or his 
or her proxy) is not required on the POLST. After the 
form has been filled out, it is typically forwarded to 
a physician (or, in some states, to a nurse practitio-
ner or a physician’s assistant) who is expected to sign 
the form. Thus, in some states, a POLST form could 
conceivably be placed into a patient’s medical record 
without the patient’s knowledge or informed consent. 
In a recent article about POLST forms in the Journal 
of Palliative Medicine, approximately 95 percent of the 
POLST forms sampled from Wisconsin were not signed 
by patients or by their surrogates. Fortunately, in some 
other states like Louisiana, the patient’s signature or 
the signature of the proxy is mandatory for the form 
to go into effect.

A POLST form can thus be used to manipulate pa-
tients when they are sick and vulnerable, and can even 
lead to mandated orders for non-treatment in a way 
that constitutes euthanasia. The POLST template repre-
sents a fundamentally flawed approach to end-of-life 
planning, relying at its core on potentially inappropri-
ate medical orders and dubious approaches to obtain-
ing patient consent.

Notwithstanding the pressure that may be brought to 
bear on a patient, no one is required to agree to the 
implementation of a POLST form. Patients are free to 
decline to answer POLST questions from a facilitator, 
and should not hesitate to let it be known that they 
instead plan to rely on their proxy for end-of-life deci-
sion making, and intend to discuss their healthcare op-
tions uniquely with their attending physician.

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, PhD, earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale and did postdoctoral work 
at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Massachusetts, and serves as director of education at 
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org.

OF PROXIES AND POLSTS: 
THE GOOD AND THE BAD IN 

END-OF-LIFE PLANNING



“Good afternoon, ladies and gentle-
men. This is your pilot speaking. … I 
have two pieces of news to report, one 
good and one bad. The bad news is 
that we are lost. The good news is that 
we are making excellent time.”                                
                                — Author unknown 
In 1971, renowned physician and medi-

cal ethicist Dr. Leon Kass used this par-
able to illustrate the coming wave of 
assisted reproductive technologies, 
which were being hailed by science as a 
final triumph over infertility. Scientists 
were on the verge of creating children 
outside the womb and inside the labora-
tory. Kass feared that we had not given 
adequate consideration to the question 
of how this might affect the couples pur-
suing these methods and the children 
produced from them. Forty-three years 
later, we’re just beginning to understand 
the consequences of such technologies. 
Consider Natalie (name changed), a 

30-year-old woman living in the Wash-
ington, D.C. area. Through  her  child-
hood and adolescent years, she suffered  
from depression and endured severe ad-
justment  difficulties, feeling  as  if  she 
never   belonged  in  her  family. When  
she was 17, she discovered  that she was 
conceived through a process known as 
commercial surrogacy. Natalie’s parents  
had contracted with another woman 
to become pregnant, using her father’s 
sperm  and  the  woman’s own egg, bear 
her for nine months in her womb, then 
hand her over to them. After questioning  
why her parents lied to her, Natalie  be-
came estranged from them. She was hurt 
that money, rather than the expression of 
marital love, was  the  context  in  which 
she  was  brought  into  the  world.
Now consider Amy, who was eight 

years old when her parents told her they 
would be divorcing. Her father attempt-
ed to gain custody of her older sister, 
but not her. The reason? Amy was con-
ceived via an anonymous sperm dona-
tion, and her father was not interested in 
maintaining a relationship with a child 
who was not biologically his offspring. 
Such a scenario highlights the many 
complexities of donor conception, by 
which a child is intentionally severed 
from his or her biological parents with 
little consideration of the long-term 
consequences of such a decision. 
These true stories represent the sad 

realities often faced both by those who 
choose to pursue assisted reproductive 
technologies and by children conceived 

through them. Unfortunately, when 
couples face the heartbreaking chal-
lenge of infertility, they may not know 
where else to turn.
When couples are unable to bear chil-

dren,  there often  is an understandable 
feeling of great loss. It is essential to note  
that, as the U.S. Catholic bishops  said in 
their 2009 document Life-Giving   Love 
in an Age of Technology, “the Church has 
compassion for couples suffering from 
infertility and wants to be of real help to 
them. At the same time, some ‘reproduc-
tive technologies’ are not morally legiti-
mate ways to solve those problems.”  No 
doubt, those tempted to avail themselves 
of such technologies  almost  always  
plan to accept and cherish the child to be 
conceived in this manner. Nevertheless,  
the  child comes  into  existence through 
a technological process, and not through 
a  loving act of marital intercourse. The  
result is that the child is initially treated 
as an object created for the parents’ self-
fulfillment, instead  of  welcomed  as  a  
gift  of  God.
Since the advent in 1978 of IVF (in vi-

tro fertilization), by which children are 
“conceived” by technicians working in 
labs, the floodgates have been opened 
to bringing about reproduction through 
egg and sperm donation and surrogate 
pregnancies. Yet these technologies are 
fraught with medical, legal, and moral 
complications that are often either un-
known or too easily dismissed.
What many people don’t realize is 

that, in addition to the financial burden, 
assisted reproductive technologies also 
may present significant health risks. 
A February 2014 analysis in the Brit-
ish Medical Journal found that women 
who use IVF are more likely to suffer 
“gestational diabetes, fetal growth re-
striction, pre-eclampsia, and premature 
birth.” Children conceived through IVF 
are likely to have higher blood pres-
sure, vascular difficulties, and other 
health problems. Moreover, IVF and 
surrogacy subject women to grueling 
rounds of hormones, shots, and pain-
ful procedures with minimal chances 
of success. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, the 
overall failure rate of IVF in the United 
States is nearly 70 percent. 
Yet the demand for “designer babies” 

and the commercialization of child-
bearing continues to increase. Parents 
who are spending tens of thousands of 
dollars to conceive children now have 

the option of picking the “best” sperm 
or egg to maximize their investment. 
However, as the U.S. bishops said in 
2009, “children are not parents’ pos-
sessions to manufacture, manipulate, or 
design; rather, they are fellow persons 
with full human dignity, and parents 
are called to accept, care for, and raise 
them to be new members of God’s fam-
ily and his Kingdom. Children deserve 
to be ‘begotten, not made.’”  In other 
words, children have the right to be 
conceived within the context of an act 
of marital love, not created in a labora-
tory by scientists.
How then do we best respond to cou-

ples struggling with infertility? First, 
we must acknowledge their pain and 
accompany them in their suffering. 
Second, we should offer them oppor-
tunities to continue exploring the pos-
sibility of parenthood. Many causes 
of infertility can be addressed through 
medical assistance that is fully in ac-
cord with Catholic teaching. Adoption 
is also a viable alternative for couples 
seeking to raise children, as it lov-
ingly serves children who urgently 
need homes and families to love and 
care for them. For couples who choose 
not to pursue these options, their ac-
tive service in ministries and commu-
nities where they are needed should 
be better welcomed. As St. John Paul 
II reminded us in his 1981 apostolic 
exhortation Familiaris Consortio,” “It 
must not be forgotten … that, even 
when procreation is not possible, con-
jugal life does not for this reason lose 
its value. Physical sterility in fact can 
be for spouses the occasion for other 
important services to the life of the 
human person.” While infertility may 
be a profoundly painful process for 
many, the Church calls the couple to 
consider that this experience may ulti-
mately lead to new ways of experienc-
ing God’s love and to plan for their 
love to be life-giving in 
other ways, even if they 
are unexpected.
The very technologies 

that some believed would 
solve the age-old problem 
of infertility have, in fact, 
raised more questions 
than answers—questions 
about the meaning and 
purposes of children, and 
the limits and detriments 
of technology when it 

intervenes in the most intimate of hu-
man relationships. Children, after all, 
are meant to serve as an outgrowth of 
a couple’s love, but, instead, reproduc-
tive technologies reduce that gift to a 
product. To ignore the concerns raised 
by some reproductive technologies and 
to move forward with them anyway 
would be to take matters into our own 
hands and to act against this great de-
sign. So instead, in the U.S. bishops’ 
words, “in love, hope, and prayer, … 
let us be open to God’s gift of life and 
love in marriage, with profound respect 
for the dignity of all God’s children.”
To learn more about the Church’s 

teachings on the morality of reproduc-
tive technologies, visit Life-Giving 
Love in an Age of Technology at www.
usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-
webelieve/ love-and-sexuality/life-giv-
ing-love-in-an-age-oftechnology.cfm.
 To order materials, call toll-free (1-

866) 582-0943. 
Copyright © 2014, U.S. Conference 

of Catholic Bishops, Washington.
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LIVINGFaith
Beginning of the Day, Beginning of the Week

Have you ever watched the day begin?
In the cool of my kitchen, accompanied by a cup of 

coffee and a baby, I saw, from my window, the black 
of night yielding. It was still and silent - even the early 
birds in the trees were quiet. Then, when I looked 
again, it was not-black. To call it gray would be too 
much - it simply wasn’t black anymore. Slowly - and 
yet, not with any hesitation - the not-black became 
navy, and then a louder gray, the crickets having 
woken up to herald the day.

It wasn’t like a switch, even a dimmer switch, the 
way the sky transformed. We didn’t have magnificent 
colors on the west side of the house, where my kitchen 
faces the heat of the afternoon sun and the fireworks 
of sunset.

The beginning of this day was the beginning of 
the week. It is our day of rest, our day to reflect on 
what the Lord has given us. We aren’t always good 
at keeping the Sabbath holy; we’re far from the ideal. 
We often spend time with family. Though we try not 
to shop, there are just times when we do. I try not to 
do (too much) laundry, but when the weather allows 

me to hang it out, I do.
What I find on Sundays, as my week begins, is 

that the “work” I do - in my family, in my house, 
sometimes in my parish - is different. It’s a reminder 
to me to pray as I do, to live my vocations - wife and 
mother - with a spring in my step.

Sometimes, just as the day began gradually outside 
my window, my joy in the present moment is slow 
to start. I’m not always contagious in my enthusiasm 
(or lack of) about my present moment. I catch myself 
complaining, whining, wishing it away (even if only 
in my own head).

On the Sabbath, on this day God asked us to set aside 

and rest, I find a chance to refocus. Even on weeks 
when we go to the vigil Mass on Saturday night, I 
find myself having a “Sunday” - it just starts sooner. 
It starts with a slow winding-up, just as the day began 
outside my kitchen window, with quiet and stillness. 
It’s in that stillness that I hear the Voice that should be 
guiding me, accompanying me, leading me.

The day gears up and the week begins. Some are 
better than others, and while I may intend to be a model 
of virtue and loving motherhood, often I’m not. In the 
slow daybreak this Sunday, I see the opportunity to 
continue on the path, hand in hand with my Maker.

The sun is glaring down, having won the sky. As it 
makes long shadows of the house, I think of all the 
day and week hold, and my heart turns to Heaven. 
Whatever this Sunday brings - triumphs or stumblings, 
holiness or impatience, smiles or tears - it’s all God’s 
... every little bit of it.

Sarah Reinhard juggles multiple pots of coffee, 
a couple of kids, some writing assignments, and a 
large pile of books. She blogs at SnoringScholar.
com and is guilty of social networking, too.

Columbus Holy Cross Church, 204 S. 5th St., 
will be closed temporarily following the 11 a.m. 
Mass on Sunday, Oct. 5 for an interior renova-
tion that will take six-plus weeks.

Sister Anne Keenan, OP, Holy Cross pastoral 
associate, said the all-night Eucharistic vigil 
that occurs on the first Friday of each month 
and continues into Saturday, and the Mass in 
the Tagalog language for the Filipino commu-
nity at 7:30 p.m. on the first Saturday of the 
month will not take place in November at Holy 
Cross. They will resume there in December.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd classes for 
children ages 3 to 12 and older will take place on 
Sunday mornings for the entire 2014-15 school 
year at St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., 
to provide a consistent site.

Father Michael Lumpe, pastor of Holy Cross 
and rector at the cathedral, said he anticipates 
the renovation will be completed by Nov. 30, 
the First Sunday of Advent. The floor in the 
nave of the church will be replaced, the pews 
will be renovated, there will be new wainscot-
ing in some areas, an LED lighting system will 
be installed, and there will be some painting 

and carpeting improvements.
The remodeling will not affect the St. Law-

rence Haven food distribution program and 
other activities in the former Holy Cross School 
building next to the church.   

“The temporary closing of the entire church 
will allow the remodeling to get done faster,” 
Father Lumpe said. “This is something the par-
ish council has been planning for some time.

“Holy Cross, built in 1833, is the oldest Cath-
olic church in Columbus, and the remodeling 
will allow its beauty and historic character to 
be maintained for this and future generations of 
parishioners.

“Being clustered with the cathedral will al-
low activities from Holy Cross to be moved 
there with minimal disruption,” he said. “It also 
will be an advantage when the time comes at 
some point for renovation of the cathedral to 
take place for the same reasons of preserva-
tion. Whenever that happens, activities can be 
temporarily moved from the cathedral to Holy 
Cross, since both are downtown churches lo-
cated within a few blocks of each other.”    

Finding Faith in
 Everyday Life
Sarah Reinhard

Holy Cross Renovation
Joe Graessle, a 2010 
graduate of Columbus 
Bishop Ready High 
School,  has signed a 
contract to play bas-
ketball with CAM En-
rique Soler, a profes-
sional team in Melilla, 
Spain.  He graduated 
in May from Tiffin Uni-
versity, where he  
started all 110 games 
in his career, scored 
2,162 career points 
(second all-time at the 
school), and was the 
only player to lead the 
team in assists for four 
consecutive years.  He 
scored 1,575 points 
in Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference play, becoming 
the leading scorer in conference history.  He was named to the All-
GLIAC first team in his junior and senior years and the second team 
in his sophomore year.                             Photo courtesy Tiffin University

Ready Grad Joins Pro Basketball 
Team in Spain
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Women in the Diocese of Columbus 
looking for information about reproduc-
tion, pregnancy, childbirth, and parent-
ing that is consistent with the beliefs of 
the Catholic Church have a number of 
places where they can go for assistance.
One of the newest is the FEMM Health 

Center, which opened in October of last 
year near The Ohio State University’s 
campus and received insurance certifi-
cations in June. Another is Pregnancy 
Resources of Delaware County in down-
town Delaware (see story on Page 11).  
FEMM is an acronym for Fertility Edu-

cation and Medical Management. It pro-
vides what its founder, Anna Halpine of 
New York City, describes as “a women’s 
health program that teaches women to 
understand the link between their hor-
mones and their health and to monitor 
this link through the observation of their 
hormonal biomarkers. Once women un-
derstand their bodies, they can identify 
changes from normal to abnormal, and 
seek medical care as needed.”
Halpine said her program monitors 

signs and symptoms including menstru-
ation, cervical fluid, acne, mood swings, 
weight gain, and pain to assess hormonal 
levels and to time the support and treat-
ment of reproductive disorders. FEMM 
aims to provide every woman with a di-
agnosis, followed by effective treatment.
The biomarker data is provided to med-

ical professionals on the FEMM staff 
who recommend an appropriate course 
of action to respond to each woman’s 
particular hormonal imbalance or health 
needs. “We don’t prescribe contracep-
tives,” Halpine said. “The pill may 
correct symptoms, but doesn’t correct 
the health difficulties underlying those 
symptoms.” She said the FEMM pro-
gram isn’t connected with the Catholic 
Church, but Catholics are most welcome 
at the center.
Halpine also is founder and chief ex-

ecutive officer of the World Youth Alli-
ance, a global coalition of young people 
committed to promoting the dignity of 
the person. The group was formed in 
1999 as a reaction of conscience to a 
group which claimed at a United Na-
tions conference on population and de-
velopment that it represented the world’s 
youth and tried to promote an agenda 
including abortion as a human right and 

sexual rights for children. 
The alliance has a permanent presence 

at the U.N. as a result of favorable re-
sponse to its reaction by many delega-
tions to the conference. As part of its 
outreach programs to Catholic young 
people, the alliance has been present at 
World Youth Day programs in Toronto, 
Cologne, Madrid, and Rio.
Halpine said the FEMM approach 

stems from a pilot program developed 
by the alliance in cooperation with 
health officials on the Caribbean island 
of St. Lucia. “The program was devel-
oped because recent advances in endo-
crinology, which is the science of hor-
mones, and related fields now provide a 
scientific basis to support advances and 
developments in women’s health that 
are essential to providing better care for 
women all over the world,” she said.
The Columbus FEMM center, which 

has a staff of about 15 employees and 
volunteers, is the first in the United 
States. Halpine said Columbus was 
chosen because of the presence of Ohio 
State and the large population of young 
women attending the university.
“We’re on North High Street in the 

heart of the campus area, where thou-
sands of young people walk by every 
day,” she said. “Most of our patients so 
far have been Ohio State students or fac-
ulty members, and we’ve received great 
cooperation from a number of OSU 
medical personnel. We’ve seen about 
100 clients to date,” with that number 
expected to grow significantly now that 
the center has finalized its insurance cre-
dentialing.
“We’re not an obstetrics and gynecol-

ogy center,” she said. “Our role is one 
of education and basic gynecologic care 
and treatment. We’re a first stop in a 
long-term health care process in which 
we also refer women elsewhere, such as 
to an ob-gyn physician, for more exten-
sive consultation.”
The center, at 1872 N. High St., is open 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Its phone number is (614) 360-
9995, its website is www.femmhealth.
org, and it may be reached by email at 
columbusclinic@femmhealth,org.
Services offered by the center include 

group and individual classes; well-
women exams (such as pap smears and 
breast exams); evaluating and treating 
abnormalities such as polycystic ovary 

syndrome and bleeding disorders; pro-
viding testing and treatment for sexually 
transmitted infections; managing rou-
tine chronic medical conditions (such 
as thyroid, diabetes, and hypertension); 
treating premenstrual syndrome and de-
pression; and offering wellness counsel-
ing related to nutrition, weight loss, and 
smoking cessation.
The center also offers pre-conception, 

post-natal, and breastfeeding counsel-
ing, and provides information on infer-
tility management and achieving and 
avoiding pregnancy.
FEMM’s fertility management pro-

gram, which is being taught at several 
Columbus-area pregnancy centers in 
addition to the FEMM center, is related 
to the cervical fluid method of Natural 
Family Planning, one of several NFP 
options available to people looking for a 
method of family planning that does not 
involve the use of contraception.
NFP programs are available at a num-

ber of sites throughout the Diocese of 
Columbus, said Jennifer Fullin, NFP 
coordinator for the diocesan Marriage & 
Family Life Office.    
The office conducts a series of classes 

consisting of four two-hour small group 
sessions. The first class is free. Couples 
who continue a series pay $85.  Classes 
are available in either the cervical fluid 
or sympto-thermal NFP method. The 
next series starts Wednesday, October 

29 at Westerville St. Paul Church, 313 N. 
State St.
The Couple to Couple League, which 

has provided NFP information since 
1971, sponsors three small-group ses-
sions a month apart. The cost is $140. 
Contact Dr. Jack and Judy Burnham at 
(330) 340-1015 or jkb617@gmail.com 
for information on classes in Dover. Vir-
tual classes in English and Spanish also 
are available at www.ccli.org.
Classes in the Creighton model of fer-

tility care are scheduled individually by 
health professionals. The number of ses-
sions and fees is variable.  Costs may 
qualify as a medical savings account 
expense or may covered under medical 
insurance.  Local providers are listed at 
familylife.colsdioc.org.
Family of the Americas Foundation 

NFP classes are scheduled individually. 
The materials are simple, cost little, and 
are available in several languages.  In the 
Columbus area, contact Fullin at (614) 
241-2560 or jfullin@colsdioc.org; in the 
Marion area, contact Mark and Mary Jo 
Starrs at (740) 389-4451 or mjstarrs@
yahoo.com; for classes in Spanish, con-
tact Father Joseph Klee at (614) 372-
5249 or frjosephklee@yahoo.com.  
Current class schedules and additional 

information about all of the above NFP 
classes are available at familylife.colsd-
ioc.org. Questions are welcome at fami-
lylife@colsdioc.org or (614) 241-2560.

Staff members of the FEMM Health Center at 1872 N. High St. in Columbus include (from left): 
Sonja Boice, office manager; Dr. Lindsay Rerko, DO, physician; and Melissa Stack, RN, BSN, 
nurse. The center offers a variety of health services for women as part of a program that 
teaches then to understand the link between hormones and health.                CT photo by Tim Puet

NEW WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER OPENS NEAR OSU CAMPUS

DELAWARE PREGNANCY HELP CENTER HAS TWO LOCATIONS

BY TIM PUET
Reporter, Catholic Times

Pregnancy Resources of Delaware 
County is the county’s only pregnancy 
resource center and also serves women 
in northern Franklin County and the 
nearby counties of Marion, Morrow, 
Union, Knox, and Licking.
It opened its doors to serve those with 

an unexpected pregnancy in July 2007 
in Sunbury and originally was known 
as the Core Center. Three years later, 
it moved to a more central location in 
the city of Delaware, adjacent to Grady 
Memorial Hospital and near Ohio Wes-
leyan University, where it is open four 
days a week. It is adding a satellite of-
fice in Powell which will be open once 
a week. 
“Education is at the heart of what we do,” 

said Cindy Violet, who has been director 
of the center since June 2012 and previ-
ously was community outreach manager 
of the Pregnancy Decision Health Cen-
ters in Columbus for 10 years.

 “Our principal program is called Earn 
While You Learn, which involves a se-
ries of DVDs on matters such as pre-
natal care, nutrition, breastfeeding, and 
discipline. People watching the videos 
earn points, which they can redeem in 
our baby boutique for cloth diapers and 
other infant-related items.”
 “We’re not a medical clinic,” she said. 

“We don’t offer prenatal care. We do 
offer limited ultrasounds – not those 
in which a baby’s gender can be deter-
mined, but the kind which can confirm 
a pregnancy.
“Those ultrasounds in themselves are 

lifesaving tools, because once a woman 
has visual confirmation that she is preg-
nant and that there is new life inside her, 
she’s much less likely to consider termi-
nating the pregnancy.”
Violet said the center follows Catholic 

teaching concerning conception-relat-
ed matters and has four part-time staff 

members and about 15 volunteers, many 
of whom come from Delaware St. Mary 
and Sunbury St. John Neumann church-
es. It served about 100 clients last year.
Other services it offers include preg-

nancy tests, prenatal and parenting 
classes, information on sexually trans-
mitted infections, postabortion support, 
referrals to community agencies, and 
adoption referrals. Violet said two of the 
center’s clients are currently involved in 
the adoption process. Its services also 
are available in Spanish.
The center was founded by Catherine 

Wood, who also is the founder of an ab-
stinence education for young people 
known as Relationships Under Construc-
tion. The pregnancy center sponsors the 
program in Delaware County schools. It 
originally shared its Delaware office with 
that organization, and the two are part of a 
similar office-sharing setup in Powell.  
The center is sponsoring a training ses-

sion for potential volunteers on Friday, 
Nov. 14. “We’re looking for people 
with patience and the desire to work 
with women in crisis situations and with 
families who are in the midst of what we 
describe as a tornado in their lives,” Vio-
let said.
It also is sponsoring a fundraising ban-

quet from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 16 
at the Ohio Wesleyan University student 
center. The featured speaker will be Jor-
El Godsey, vice president of Columbus-
based Heartbeat International.
For more details, call the center at 

(740) 417-9358. It also has a 24-hour 
helpline at (1-800) 712-4357. Its website 
is www.pregnantdelawarecounty.org. 
It is located at 652 W. Central Ave. in 
Delaware and is open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays 
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays. The 
Powell office at 9910 Brewster Place is 
open from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesdays.       

By Patricia Maskell
Moderator, Bethesda Healing Ministry
Jesus became fully man coming in 

his Father’s name with the mission of 
mercy.  He is the Divine Physician who 
died in the perfect sacrifice so we could 
be forgiven for our sins and could hope 
to spend eternity in the divine presence.  
Each person experiencing the residual 
effects of abortion seeks God’s mercy 
and forgiveness.  

At Bethesda Healing Ministry, we help 
women and men who are seeking heal-
ing from an abortion experience to find 
their way to God’s merciful forgiveness 
and accept His pure, true gift of forgive-
ness, and then walk with them through 
the steps of spiritual and physical heal-
ing.  In my role as moderator, I work 
diligently through administrative under-
takings to help keep Bethesda accessible 
to all those seeking help.
We often speak of taking sips from the 

pools of Bethesda (actually located in 
Jerusalem), or taking small dips into the 
waters. This rich imagery came to life 
for me in January 2014, when I took a 
diver’s plunge into the Bethesda Healing 
Ministry’s waters. 
Approximately six weeks after I ac-

cepted the position of moderator with the 
ministry, Bethesda celebrated its 20th 
anniversary at a benefit dinner – its only 
fundraising event of the year – featur-
ing Bishop Frederick Campbell, Bishop 
Thomas Olmsted of Phoenix, and more 
than  550 guests and volunteers. There 
were instantly tasks to master, and 
names to learn of people who would 
become friends.  Our 21st anniversary 
benefit dinner, when we will welcome 
you and our keynote speaker, Sister Ann 
Shields, SGL, of Renewal Ministries, is 
swiftly approaching.

As moderator, I perform a variety 
of administrative tasks that help keep 
Bethesda present and available to all 
who seek healing from the residual ef-
fects of abortion.  I work with projects 
including leadership and ministry team 
support, volunteer committee support, 
event coordination, and volunteer out-
reach through our Raphael’s Hands pro-
gram.  The goal of my work is to help 
provide the environment needed for the 
women and men who offer their caring, 
compassionate support to guide the heal-
ing of the lingering effects of abortion.
For 20 years, 24/7, 365 days of the 

year, the companions of Bethesda Heal-
ing Ministry have answered calls on its 
confidential ministry line.  The calls, 
from women and men experiencing 
the residual effects of abortion, are an-
swered with kindness, caring, and an 
offering of hope for healing.  
When a call comes into a confiden-

tial ministry line, the companion who 
answers the call discreetly leaves any 
group setting without hesitation and 
finds a private place to gently answer 
the call.  During the call, the compan-
ion will invite the person seeking help 
to a ministry session at our Bethesda 
home, Five Porticos.  Following resolu-
tion of the call, the companion returns 
to the group setting, maintaining com-

plete confidentiality.
Located on the campus of Colum-

bus Christ the King Church, Bethesda 
Healing Ministry conducts a post-abor-
tion healing ministry session every sec-
ond  and fourth Monday of the month. 
For each session, a light is on, a warm 
dinner is waiting, and quiet prayer has 
already started.  The sessions begin 
with dinner provided by our Raphael’s 
Hands volunteers at 6:30 p.m. and last 
until 8:30 p.m.  Everyone seeking post-
abortion healing is invited to all minis-
try sessions – as many sessions as are 
required to aid in their healing.
In visiting parishes throughout the 

Diocese of Columbus, I have been 
blessed to meet many parishioners, 
clergy, religious brothers and sisters, 
and seminarians who give of their time 
and their hearts to help keep the lights 
on and the experience of hope available 
through Bethesda Healing Ministry.  
I invite you to call me, Pat Maskell, 

Bethesda Healing Ministry moderator, 
at (614) 309-7958 to join this experi-
ence of hope, or with any questions or 
suggestions you may have.  
If you would like more information 

about Bethesda Healing Ministry, you 
may call our confidential ministry line 
at (614) 309-2651 or visit our website,  
www.bethesdahealing.com.

FORGIVENESS AND POST-ABORTION HEALING
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 October is Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month in the United States, con-
necting organizations across the nation 
which are working to help anyone who 
is affected by violence in the home and 
wants to obtain independence from the 
abuser.
One of those organizations is Catho-

lic Social Services of the Diocese of 
Columbus, which initiated a program 
titled Pathways to Hope in May 2011.
The program eases the transition in-

volved for violence survivors and their 
children in moving from an emergency 
domestic violence shelter to a position 
of complete financial and physical in-
dependence. A housing case manager 
works intensely with each client for 12 
to 24 months to break down barriers 
to independence and build the client’s 
self-confidence to take control of her 
own life. 
The program is designed to work with 

a small number of women in order to 
provide sufficient attention to a vast ar-
ray of needs. Women and children are 
referred by CHOICES, a Columbus-
based organization which aids victims 

of domestic violence. CHOICES oper-
ates a 24-hour crisis information line at 
(614) 224-4633 for anyone who is in an 
abusive relationship or knows someone 
who is dealing with such a situation.
Pathways to Hope provides assistance 

in situations such as that of a domes-
tic violence survivor who escaped to 
the CHOICES shelter with her chil-
dren, but had nothing left to start a new 

home after her abuser destroyed every 
item in their house when she left. Path-
ways to Hope helped her move into her 
own apartment, helped her furnish her 
home, and provided her and her family 
with basic necessary household items 
such as toiletries, pots and pans, dishes, 
and silverware.
Domestic violence is the willful intim-

idation, physical assault, battery, sexual 

assault, and/or other abusive behavior 
perpetrated by one intimate partner 
against another. It includes physical 
violence, sexual violence, threats, and 
emotional abuse. The frequency and 
severity of domestic violence can vary 
dramatically.
It affects individuals in every commu-

nity, regardless of age, economic status, 
sexual orientation, gender, race, religion, 
or  nationality. Intimate partner violence 
is often accompanied by emotionally 
abusive, controlling behavior which is  a 
fraction of a systematic pattern of domi-
nance and control. Domestic violence 
can result in physical injury, psycho-
logical trauma, and even death. 
Domestic violence affects women 

much more than men, with the National 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
reporting that one of every three wom-
en in the United States has experienced 
rape, physical violence, and/or stalking 
by an intimate partner. The correspond-
ing figure for men is one in 10.
For more information about the Path-

ways to Hope program, call Catholic 
Social Services at (614) 857-1218.

Providing Long-Term Support to Domestic Violence Survivors

Open House

Why ODU?

• Named top-tier Midwest 
university (U.S. News & 
World Report).

• Ranked one of the most 
affordable private colleges 
in Ohio.

• Called “Best in Business” by 
readers of Columbus CEO 
magazine.

Central Ohio’s Catholic University

Attend an upcoming open house at Ohio Dominican University to  
learn about our undergraduate, and adult and continuing education 
programs. Meet with a representative to discuss financial aid, the 
admission process and how ODU can help you connect your passion 
with a purpose.

Undergraduate
When: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Oct. 11 
Where: Griffin student center
ohiodominican.edu/PantherDays

Adult & Continuing Education
When: 6–7:30 p.m., Oct. 14 
Where: Griffin student center
Undergraduate degrees only; 
ohiodominican.edu/AdultContEdEvents

1216 Sunbury Road | Columbus, Ohio 43219 |  614.251.4500 | ohiodominican.edu

Register for an open house today!

The Catholic Foundation is the only foundation in the diocese 

that invests your gifts in alignment with the teachings of 

the Catholic Church. Our portfolios follow the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops guidelines, and we carefully 

screen all charitable organizations that we fund to make sure 

they also follow Catholic values.

Prayerfully consider making your 
charitable gifts through The Catholic 
Foundation. call 866-298-8893 or visit 
www.catholic-foundation.org today.

are your gifts  

Faith-Filled?

KEEP YOUR GIFTS  
IN OUR FAITH. 
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Rosa (name changed) knew from ex-
perience the difficulties and expenses 
of watching a loved one die. She was 
totally devoted to her husband as he 
suffered and died from cancer eight 
years earlier. The idea of high medical 
bills, “tubes” and pain upset her, and, 
even though she had not viewed her 
husband as a burden, she feared being 
one to her family.
Then Rosa was hospitalized with a ter-

rible urinary tract infection which made 
her dehydrated, weak, and confused. 
Her daughter Teresa (name changed) 
had been appointed as her health care 
agent. Teresa met with the medical 
staff, who helped her understand that 
the proposed treatments would not 
cause an undue burden to her mother. 
In fact, they would be temporary and 
appropriate care in Rosa’s situation. Te-
resa was grateful that the medications, 
nutrition, and hydration that Rosa was 
given, all through “tubes,” cured her 
infection. Rosa is now as active as she 
has ever been and realizes there are cer-
tain situations that can’t be anticipated 
when illness comes. It’s best not to re-
fuse future care that may turn out to be 
very welcome. 
Human life is good and to be pro-

tected. All medical decisions ought to 
reflect this core belief. Yet black-and-
white answers to our questions about 
end-of-life issues are not always possi-
ble, and it can be very difficult to know 

how to make medical decisions. Every 
human person is distinct and unrepeat-
able, and each medical situation may 
be unique. In each set of circumstanc-
es, we need to judge whether a given 
treatment will provide real benefit to 
the patient, without causing harm or 
other burdens that are out of propor-
tion to the good being done.
We should each be prepared for those 

difficult situations when medical deci-
sions must be made. We can safeguard 
our Catholic values by appointing a 
responsible and trustworthy person to 
make decisions for us in the event that 
we are incapable of doing so, either 
physically or mentally. It is important 
to be aware of the different legal or 
medical documents that are available 
or are often used to define a patient’s 
care. Depending on how they are craft-
ed, some documents may be counter 
to Catholic morality and more harmful 
than we might realize.
The safest option is to designate a 

health care agent who not only under-
stands our Catholic values, but also 
shares them and can apply them to cur-
rent situations and respond to questions 
as they arise. This person, usually a 
close family member or friend, acts as 
a proxy decisionmaker if the patient is 
not able to make his or her own deci-
sions. In choosing an agent or proxy, a 
person may declare in writing that all 
treatment and care decisions made on 

his or her behalf must be consistent 
with and not contradict the moral teach-
ings of the Catholic Church.
Less flexible is a living will, which 

simply lists treatment options or care 
that the patient wishes to accept or re-
ject. No matter how well-crafted, such a 
document can never predict all the pos-
sible problems that may occur later or 
anticipate all future treatment options. 
A living will may be misinterpreted by 
medical providers who might not un-
derstand the patient’s wishes.
Some states and health care systems 

have been implementing a troubling 
document known as a “Physician Or-
der for Life-Sustaining Treatment,” 
also called by a confusing array of 
acronyms (POLST, MOST, MOLST, 
or POST). The POLST document is 
filled out by a doctor or other medi-
cal professional to define treatments to 
be withheld or administered in a fu-
ture situation. It has been criticized for 
placing more power in the hands of 
physicians than in patients’ hands. In-
deed, in some cases, the patient need 
not even sign the document. Once 
signed by the physician, it becomes a 
doctor’s order to other medical staff, 
and may override the patient’s own ad-
vance directives and even the patient’s 
appointment of a health care agent. It 
may be applied to patients who are 
not in a terminal situation and who 
might only need antibiotics, nutrition 
and hydration, or other proportionate 
care. Yet a POLST document signed 
months or years before, stating that 
the patient should not receive antibi-
otics, could still be followed even if 
the patient, like Rosa, faced a simple 
urinary tract infection, which is easily 
cleared up by antibiotics.
Of course there are times when fail-

ing health is not as easily remedied 
as in Rosa’s case. In some situations, 
procedures are appropriately refused. 
One should consider the benefits and 
burdens of a prospective procedure and 
conscientiously judge whether or not 
to accept it. However, because of the 
inherent dignity of the person and our 
moral obligation to protect each human 
life, our Church teaches that we should 
take reasonable steps to preserve life, 
and should never withhold or adminis-
ter treatment with the intention of end-
ing the life of the person.
It is incredibly difficult to see some-

one we love suffer, and it is natural for 
us to want to alleviate that hardship. 
Additionally, we live in a culture that 
places value on productivity and pre-
fers to get rid of what is deemed use-
less. Some people therefore support 
measures that at first might seem like 
a compassionate response, but in fact 
are not. Advocates for legalizing as-
sisted suicide and euthanasia promote 
the illusion that we can “help” those 
in need by killing them or assisting 
them in killing themselves. However, 
this response ignores a person’s true 
needs and does not respect his or her  
dignity. Each person deserves real so-
lutions and support when facing phys-
ical, emotional, and spiritual challeng-
es. Cutting people’s lives short before 
their time deprives them of unknown 
opportunities for God’s grace to work 
in their lives.
God’s infinite love for each of us helps 

us to grasp our identity and our worth. 
The recognition of this dignity leads 
us to respect and protect each person’s 
life, including our own, and ought to be 
at the core of whatever medical deci-
sions we make. Let us place our trust 
in the Lord and ask for his continuous 
guidance, for these decisions and for all 
those we face in our lives.
The story of Rosa and Teresa is just 

one example of how important it is to 
reflect in advance on how we would 
want decisions made on our behalf if 
we cannot speak for ourselves. To find 
out what pastoral and educational re-
sources may be available locally, con-
tact your diocesan pro-life office. 

To order materials, call toll-free 
(1-866) 582-0943. 
Copyright © 2014, U.S. Conference 

of Catholic Bishops, Washington.

ADVANCE MEDICAL DIRECTIVES: PLANNING FOR YOUR FUTURE



Isaiah 5:1-7
Philippians 4:6-9 
Matthew 21:33-43 

Ezekiel points out a common enough complaint 
by Matthew, Mark, and Luke all place this par-
able after Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem for a 
final time. The words of the parable are addressed 
to a mix of chief priests, scribes, and elders who 
had been questioning Jesus’ authority to teach, 
among other things.
There can be no doubt that the vineyard of the para-

ble has the Isaiah reading in mind. Isaiah’s song end-
ed with the removal of the vineyard which the friend 
had loved so much. It became a parable announcing 
the vineyards’ destruction because of the behavior 
of the people of Judah and Jerusalem. The vineyard 
represented the Lord’s careful planting of the people 
in the Holy Land. Tearing away its protective hedge 
and the walls left it vulnerable to all its enemies, who 
would and did come in and ravish the land, leading to 
the Babylonian Exile in 586 BC.
The Gospel parable immediately switches to the 

leasing of the vineyard to tenants, who would have 
owed the owner at vintage time. Clearly, Matthew 
intended the reader to notice how the parable re-
flects an awareness of end-time judgment (vintage 
time), but the twist comes when the tenants be-
gin to beat and kill those who come on behalf of 
the owner. The owner’s son is sent, but he also is 
killed. Many commentators point to the irrational-
ity of the tenants in killing the heir, as though they 
would ever “acquire his inheritance!” Yet it allows 
Matthew to heighten the reader’s awareness that 
the parable refers to the death of Jesus. The refer-
ence to “outside the vineyard” suggests the cruci-

fixion, which took place “outside of Jerusalem” at 
Golgotha.
Now Jesus makes his listeners answer the ques-

tion of what the owner will do when he comes. 
They answer, “He will put those wretched men to 
a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the produce at the proper 
time.” By giving that answer, they essentially bring 
judgment upon themselves, or so Matthew intends.
Matthew adds the quote from Psalm 118:22-23 

about the rejected stone becoming the cornerstone. 
Lingering in the background is the idea that the 
prophets came demanding repentance, but got no-
where. When the Son comes along, he is (or will be 
or was) killed, which leaves the punishment – the 
removal of the Kingdom from those to whom it was 
first given, either directly or indirectly. Matthew 
intends it to be given to the Church as the new and 
ideal Israel. 
Interestingly, St. Jerome argues that the kingdom 

refers to “the Holy Scriptures,” which have been 
“taken from the Jews and handed down to us so 
that we might produce their fruits.” Obviously, St. 
Jerome was not the most ecumenical of the Church 
Fathers when it came to the Jews. To argue that the 
Hebrew Scriptures had been taken from the Jews 
would be to rob them of that which contains the 
Covenant, which can never be revoked. 
Turning to the Philippians reading, we should 

remember that Paul wrote this letter from prison 
and was apparently in dire straits when he wrote 
it (see Philippians 1, where Paul admits he doesn’t 
know whether he will live or die). Now here, as he 
concludes this letter, he tells its recipients to “have 
no anxiety,” but to keep on praying. That act alone 
will bring about “the peace of God, which surpass-
es all understanding.” That is sage advice for us in 
any age.
Paul ends on a high note with the promise that not 

only will the Philippians enjoy the peace of God, 
but that the God of peace will be with them!  
Father Lawrence Hummer, pastor at  Chillicothe 

St. Mary, can be  reached at hummerl@stmary-
chillicothe.com.   
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The Weekday Bible Readings
MONDAY

Galatians 1:6-12
Psalm 111:1b-2,7-9,10c

Luke 10:25-37

TUESDAY
Galatians 1:13-24

Psalm 139:1b-3,13-15
Luke 10:38-42

WEDNESDAY
Galatians 2:1-2,7-14

Psalm 117:1bc,2
Luke 11:1-4

THURSDAY
Galatians 3:1-5

Luke 1:69-75 (Ps)
Luke 11:5-13

FRIDAY
Galatians 3:7-14
Psalm 111:1b-6
Luke 11:15-26 

SATURDAY
Galatians 3:22-29

Psalm 105:2-7
Luke 11:27-28

Jesus’ listeners bring judgment upon themselves
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A)

Father
Lawrence L. Hummer

DIOCESAN WEEKLY RADIO AND 
TELEVISION MASS SCHEDULE

WEEK OF OCTOBER 5, 2014

SUNDAY MASS
10:30 a.m. Mass from Columbus St. Joseph 
Cathedral on St. Gabriel Radio (820 AM), 

Columbus, and at www.stgabrielradio.com.
Mass with the Passionist Fathers at 

7:30 a.m. on WWHO-TV (the CW), Channel 
53, Columbus. Check local cable system 

for WWHO’s cable channel listing.
 Mass from Our Lady of the Angels Monas-
tery, Birmingham, Ala., at 8 a.m. on EWTN 
(Time Warner Channel 385, Insight Chan-

nel 382, or WOW Channel 378)  
(Encores at noon, 7 p.m., and midnight).

DAILY MASS
8 a.m.,  Our Lady of the Angels Monastery 

in Birmingham, Ala. (Encores at noon, 7 
p.m. and midnight) See EWTN above; and 

on I-Lifetv (Channel 113 in Ada, Logan, 
Millersburg, Murray City and Washing-

ton C.H.; Channel 125 in Marion, Newark, 
Newcomerstown and New Philadelphia; 

and Channel 207 in Zanesville); 8 p.m., St. 
Gabriel Radio (820 AM), Columbus, and at 

www.stgabrielradio.com.

We pray Week III, Seasonal Proper
 of the Liturgy of the Hours

 Proudly Serving the Catholic Diocese since 1936 

Open your account today. 

www.educu.org  
614-221-9376 

We’ve Lowered Our Car Loan Rates! 
Now That’s Something to SMILE about.  
 

Contact us today to apply for your new or used auto loan or  
to refinance the loan you have at another lender.  
We are waiting to hear from you! 

Offer is subject to credit approval. Some  
restrictions may apply.  Membership eligibility is required.  

CONTACT US! 

Federally Insured by the NCUA 

Pray
   Pray
      Pray
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Faith and Magic Do Not Mix

Cum Christo Anniversary

When I was in college, I can vividly remember sup-
posed intellectuals making fun of little old ladies 
passing out prayer chains. These same intellectuals, 
in an attempt to emphasize their opinion that tradi-
tional Catholicism was superstitious and out-of-date, 
also made fun of those who buried St. Joseph statues 
when attempting to sell their homes.  What these self-
proclaimed intellectuals didn’t realize was that some 
of the practices they claimed to be out-of-date were 
never supported by the Church to begin with; further-
more, these same intellectuals were often the first to 
fall for New Age schemes. 

Christianity in general and Catholicism in particular 
have been battling sorcery and the occult (now often 
known as New Age practices) since the Church’s ear-
liest days. In fact, admonitions against such practices 
are clearly seen in several passages from the Old and 
New Testaments. Sometimes, the boundaries between 
authentic faith and the occult can become unclear if one 
doesn’t pay attention, so let’s separate fact from fiction. 

The “Deposit of Faith” was completed when St. 
John finished writing the Book of Revelation on the 
island of Patmos around the year 100 AD. St. John 
was the last living Apostle, and when he died, so did 
the Apostolic Era. Through the authority Jesus gave 
to St. Peter and his successors as pope, the Church 
still communicates God’s wisdom from that era and 
can make judgments on private revelations or mes-
sages. What are private messages, you may ask? 

From time to time, God allows divine messages to 

be transmitted to certain individuals on earth in or-
der to communicate a message relevant to them or to 
a larger group of people.  These messages reinforce 
what was in the Gospels and can never contradict it; 
otherwise, they could be a deception from the dark 
side. Here’s where it gets tricky. An approved appari-
tion, such as those that occurred at Lourdes or Fatima, 
takes decades to research before reaching the point 
that we can be assured we are not being deceived by 
the deceiver himself. When the Church is satisfied that 
its investigation of events such as those at Lourdes or 
Fatima have proven their divine nature, it proclaims 
them to be “worthy of belief.” Yet for every event that 
is approved, hundreds, even thousands, are not. 

Some might ask, “If the Church states that God oc-
casionally communicates directly with us mortals, 
and the New Testament tells us the great cloud of 
witnesses in heaven can see us and pray for us (He-
brews  12), why can’t we communicate via some local 
soothsayer with a crystal ball?”  The answer is quite 
clear. The local soothsayer may have some sort of 
God-given gift for prophecy, but unless he or she is 

under the spiritual direc-
tion of a priest or bishop, 
that person is being set up 
to be deceived. 

The following events have actually happened. Let’s 
say someone in your family consults a spiritual me-
dium, and she tells the family member that she sees 
Aunt Fanny and Cousin Beauregard in heaven having 
the time of their lives. However, the medium goes on 
to say that unfortunately, Uncle Harry is in hell, along 
with sweet cousin Maldehyde, who apparently wasn’t 
so sweet. Now you can imagine what kind of uproar 
this could cause in the family and that this would give 
Satan, who orchestrated the deception, a great deal 
of pleasure. This is why the Church is so strongly 
against this sort of thing. 

Skeptics will often say, “Couldn’t simple peasant 
people in France or Portugal be fooled by the events 
of Lourdes and Fatima?” Actually, poor peasant peo-
ple are often the last ones to be fooled, because they 
know the individuals involved, and there is a certain 
salt-of-the-earth quality among people who can’t af-
ford to be hoodwinked in business deals involving 
land and livestock; otherwise, they won’t eat. They 
use that same discerning eye toward faith. 

Sadly, it is often the well-to-do who get snowed un-
der and become penniless through joining New Age 
cults. They often lose years of their lives following 
some charlatan. If you don’t believe me, go to Cali-
fornia and Oregon and you will hear stories you won’t 
believe. In other words, trust what God has given us 
and don’t give in to the temptation to know what’s 
beyond this world; you will find out, one way or an-
other, soon enough.

Hartline is the author of “The Catholic Tide 
Continues to Turn” and a former teacher and 
administrator for the diocese.

The Cum Christo movement will con-
clude a celebration of its 50th anniver-
sary in the Diocese of Columbus with a 
Mass at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 5 in the 
New Albany Church of the Resurrection, 
6300 E. Dublin-Granville Road. Bishop 
Frederick Campbell will be the principal 
celebrant, with other diocesan priests as 
concelebrants, and several deacons will 
be present. Mass will be followed by a 
reception in the parish hall. 

The Cum Christo movement recently  
received Pope Francis’ papal blessing in 
honor of the anniversary. The blessing 
will be conferred during the Mass.

More than 6,000 Christians, including 
many non-Catholics, have taken part 
in the weekends, at which participants 
learn principles of piety, study, and ac-
tion, since the first such event took place 
in 1964 at the former Columbus Holy 
Cross School, 244 E. Rich St. Fifty years 

later, Cum Christo continues to be based 
there.

Two weekends for men and two for 
women take place each year. The next 
scheduled weekend for men is Thurs-
day to Sunday, Oct. 9-12, while the next 
women’s weekend is Nov. 13-16. The 
ecumenical weekends generally have 
about 30 participants, plus a team of 10 
to 12 people conducting the event.

Weekly gatherings known as ultreyas 
(Spanish for onward) take place on 
Wednesday evenings at the same loca-
tion. This year, in honor of the anniver-
sary, satellite ultreyas have taken place 
at other Columbus-area locations. Cum 
Christo also has sponsored several oth-
er anniversary events during the year.

For more information, contact Cum 
Christo lay director Julie Glowacki at 
(614) 371-8667 or go to the organiza-
tion’s website, www.cumchristo.org.

THE TIDE IS TURNING
TOWARD CATHOLICISM
David Hartline
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Pray for our dead
Sister Sharon Kerscher, OSF

Father Joseph Clement Burns, OP

Gladys M. Deibel

Funeral Mass for Sister Sharon Ker-
scher, OSF, 88, who died Wednesday, 
Sept. 24, was held Friday, Sept. 26, at Co-
lumbus Holy Cross Church. Burial was at 
Resurrection Cemetery, Lewis Center.
She was born Rosemary Kerscher on 

Sept. 19, 1926, in Columbus to Valen-
tine and Martha (Schmidt) Kerscher.
She made her profession as a member 

of the Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Im-
maculate of Joliet, Illinois, on Aug. 12, 

1950, and was a teacher at Columbus 
Corpus Christi School for 25 years be-
fore beginning a career as a receptionist 
for the dental office of Dr. Peter Kakis.
She was preceded in death by her 

parents; brothers, Bernard, Edward, 
Charles, and Ervin; and sisters, Rita 
and Dolores. Survivors include her 
brother, Paul (Jan); sister, Virginia; and 
several nieces and nephews, including 
Sister Elaine Kerscher, OSF.     

Funeral Mass for Father Joseph Clem-
ent Burns, OP, who died Thursday, 
Sept. 25, at the Mohun Health Care 
Center in Columbus, was held Tues-
day, Sept. 30, at Cincinnati St. Ger-
trude Church. Burial was at St. Joseph 
Cemetery, Somerset.
He was born June 24, 1928, in New 

York City to the late Arthur and Anna 
(Sheridan) Burns, graduated from 
Cardinal Hayes High School in New 
York and Providence (R.I.) College, 
and completed his theological training 
at the Dominican House of Studies in 
Washington.
He entered the Dominican novitiate 

on Aug. 4, 1947, made his solemn 
profession of vows on Aug. 5, 1951, 
and was ordained a priest on June 12, 
1954 at St. Dominic Church in Wash-
ington by Bishop Bryan McEntegart of 
Brooklyn, New York.

For the first 20 years of his priest-
hood, he was a teacher of theology 
and a campus minister in Connecti-
cut, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. For 
the next 20 years, he spent much of 
his time preaching at parish missions 
with Sister Edna Maier, SND, while 
also serving in various roles in Vir-
ginia, Massachusetts, New York, Il-
linois, and at the Dominican House 
of Studies.
In 1994, he was appointed pastor of 

St. Gertrude Church. He served in that 
position for three years and, except for 
a four-year period in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, continued to live at St. Gertrude 
until earlier this year, when he was as-
signed to the rectory of Columbus St. 
Patrick Church and resided in the Mo-
hun center.
Survivors include a sister, Mary Mc-

Carthy, and two nieces. 

Funeral Mass for Gladys M. “Corky” 
Deibel, 76, who died Wednesday, Sept. 
24, was held Saturday, Sept. 27 at Sug-
ar Grove St. Joseph Church. Burial was 
at St. Mary Cemetery.
She was born July 31, 1938 to the late 

Gerald and Lillian (Kuhn) Lauffer. 
Survivors include her husband of 57 

years, Robert, retired diocesan build-
ings superintendent; daughters, Teri 
(David) Kistler, Kelley (Tom) Wat-
son, Jeanine (Richard) Smith, Tracy 
(Dean Bauer) Deibel, and Tammy 
(Darren) Greschuk; four grandsons; 
five granddaughters; and six great-
grandchildren.

ALBRIGHT, Carl R., 82, Sept. 21
  Holy Family Church, Columbus

BROWN, Ruth A., 83, Sept. 21
  St. Philip Church, Columbus

BURNS, Judy, 73, formerly of Columbus, 
Sept. 19
  St. Gerard Church, Lansing, Mich.

CASTRILLO, Pauline D., 83, Sept. 24
  Holy Spirit Church, Columbus

CUA, Larry V., 67, Sept. 22
  St. Paul Church, Westerville

CURRY, Andrew L., 59, Sept. 14
  St. Nicholas Church, Zanesville

DOBBINS, William, 91, Aug. 21
  Holy Trinity Church, Jackson

EDWARDS, Steven R., 54, Sept. 20
  St. Mary Church, Delaware

EVANS, Robert O., 86, Sept. 26
  Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Marysville

FRANCIS, Jean M., 84, Sept. 27
  St. Elizabeth Church, Columbus

GARBER, Kenneth E., 80, Sept. 22
  St. Andrew Church, Columbus

GRAHAM, MaryJayne, 77, Sept. 22
  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Grove City

GUTMANN, Leo E., 76, Sept. 22
  St. Christopher Church, Columbus

HAYES, Beverly, 82, Sept. 17
  St. Bernadette Church, Lancaster

HORN, Rick, 58, Sept. 22
  St. Margaret of Cortona Church, Columbus

KEENAN, Genevieve, 88, Sept. 23
  Sacred Heart Church, Columbus

LASER, Carol M., 74, Sept. 21
  St. Matthew Church, Gahanna

LAUKIAVICH, Ann, 92, Sept. 16
  St. Bernadette Church, Lancaster

LIVINGSTON, Janet, 84, Sept. 22
  St. Philip Church, Columbus

MILLER, Mary “Cathy,” 55, Sept. 23
  Holy Cross Church, Columbus

MORSE, Geprge, 78, Sept. 26
  St. Matthew Church, Gahanna

NGUYEN, Tri T., 78, Sept. 13
  St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Zanesville

PATTERSON, Jerome C., 55, Aug. 9
  St. Paul Church, Westerville

SCHAFFER, Angeline A., 87, Sept. 20
  Our Lady of Peace Church, Columbus

SCHIVONE, Paula J., 81, Sept. 21
  St. Andrew Church, Columbus

TENNANT, Sharon, 57, Sept. 22
  St. Philip Church, Columbus

THOMPSON, Jacqueline S., 65, Sept. 20
  St. Peter Church, Columbus

WEEKLY, Harold F. Jr., 89, Sept. 18
  St. Francis de Sales Church, Newark
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OCTOBER
THROUGH NOV. 2, WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY
  40 Days for Life
  7 a.m. to 7 p.m., sidewalk in front of Founders Women’s 

Health Center, 1243 E. Broad St., Columbus. 40 Days for 
Life campaign of daily vigils at abortion clinic. Individu-
als may sign up for one- or two-hour shifts. Churches, 
schools, and other organizations may select one day 
in which their representatives will cover all shifts.                                                                                                                                          
                                                                        614-445-8508

2, THURSDAY
  Holy Hour at Holy Family
  6 to 7 p.m., Holy Family Church, 584 W. Broad St., Colum-

bus. Holy Hour of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,  
followed by meeting of parish Holy Name and Junior 
Holy Name societies, with refreshments.      614-221-4323

  ‘A Place at the Table’ Film at Corpus Christi
  6:30 p.m., Corpus Christi Center of Peace, 1111 E. Stewart 

Ave., Columbus. Film “A Place at the Table,” examining 
the issue of hunger in America, followed by conversation 
with Lisa Hamler-Fugitt, executive director, Ohio Asso-
ciation of Food Banks.                                      614-512-3731

  Holy Hour of Reparation at Columbus Sacred Heart
  7 to 8 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St., Colum-

bus. Eucharistic Holy Hour following Holy Hour of Repa-
ration prayer format, concluding with Benediction and 
social period. Prayers for intention of deepened holiness 
and an increase in the virtue of fortitude for bishops and 
priests.                                                             614-372-5249

3, FRIDAY
  Breakfast with the Bishop at Hyatt Regency
  7:45 to 9:15 a.m., Regency Ballroom, Hyatt Regency Hotel, 

350 N. High St., Columbus. Annual Catholic Social Ser-
vices Breakfast with the Bishop fundraiser, with talks by 
Bishop Frederick Campbell and anti-poverty advocate 
and teacher Jodi Pfarr.                                    614-857-1254

  

St. Cecilia Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
  St. Cecilia Church, 434 Norton Road, Columbus. Begins          

after 8:15 a.m. Mass; continues to 5 p.m. Saturday.
  Monthly Adoration of Blessed Sacrament
  Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 Refu-

gee Road, Columbus. Begins after 9 a.m. Mass; continues   
through 6 p.m. Holy Hour.

  ‘Building Bridges Out of Poverty’ Training at Eck Center
  10 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Andrew Church Bryce Eck Center, 

3880 Reed Road, Columbus. Catholic Social Services 
sponsors training session for CSS staff and about 100 
community leaders on understanding and responding to 
the culture of poverty, with Jodi Pfarr of “Building Bridges 
Out of Poverty” program.                                614-857-1203

   Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center Open House
  11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Shepherd’s Corner Ecology Center, 987 

N. Waggoner Road, Blacklick. Center, a ministry of the 
Dominican Sisters of Peace, will be open, weather per-
mitting, for tours.                                           614-866-4302

  Madison County March for Life
  4 p.m., St. Patrick School, 226 Elm St., London. Madison 

County March for Life, commemorating Respect Life 
Month. Marchers will travel to county courthouse for 
5:30 p.m. rally, then return to school.             614-517-8335

  St. John Chrysostom First Friday Sale
 4 to 6 p.m., St. John Chrysostom Byzantine Catholic 

Church, 5858 Cleveland Ave., Columbus. First Friday sale 
of pirogi, stuffed cabbage, noodles, baked goods.

                                                                            614-882-7578
  All-Columbus Catholic High School Reunion 
  7 p.m. to midnight, Oakhurst Country Club, 3223 Norton 

Road, Grove City. All-Columbus Catholic high school re-
union dance, benefiting Aquinas High Schol alumni schol-
arship fund. Tickets $25 each, $40 per couple. 

  All-Night Eucharistic Vigil
 Holy Cross Church, 205 S. 5th St., Columbus. 7:30 p.m. 

Mass; Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; prayer until 
11:30 p.m.; private prayer until 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

  All-Night Exposition at Our Lady of Victory
  Our Lady of Victory Church, 1559 Roxbury Road, Colum-

bus. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 8 p.m. un-
til Mass at 8 a.m. Saturday, sponsored by church’s Knights 
of Columbus council and Columbus Serra Club.

3-5, FRIDAY-SUNDAY
  Silent Retreat for Women at St. Therese’s  
  St. Therese’s Retreat Center, 5277 E. Broad St., Columbus. 

Silent retreat for women, sponsored by Catholic Lay-
women’s Retreat League, led by Father Michael Hinter-
schied. Theme: “The Holy Spirit: The Sanctifier.” 

                                                                           
4, SATURDAY
  Catholic Women’s Conference at Zanesville 
  8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 144 N. 5th 

St., Zanesville. “The Beauty of the Feminine: Fruitful Vine” 
Catholic women’s conference. Speakers: Mother Assump-
ta Long, OP, of the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother 
of the Eucharist; Dr. Kyle and Lisamarie Beiter, a Catholic 
obstetrician-gynecologist and his wife; and Emily Jaminet 
of St. Gabriel Radio’s “A Mother’s Moment.”  Cost $25 ($10 
students). Includes Mass, breakfast, lunch. 

  Mary’s Little Children Prayer Group
 Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 Refugee 

Road, Columbus. 8:30 a.m., confessions, 9 a.m., Mass, fol-
lowed by Fatima prayers and Rosary (Shepherds of Christ 
format); 10 a.m., meeting.                              614-861-4888   

  Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
  9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave., Plain City.   

Saturday Life and Mercy Mass,  followed  by  rosary and

  confession. 
  Lay Missionaries of Charity Day of Prayer
  9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 893 Hamlet St., 

Columbus. Monthly day of prayer for Columbus chapter 
of Lay Missionaries of Charity.                          614-372-5249 

  Silent Retreat at St. Agnes
  9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m., St. Agnes Church, 2364 W. Mound St., 

Columbus. Guided silent retreat on the seven sorrows of 
the Blessed Mother. Includes lunch; free-will offering ac-
cepted.                                                             614-276-5413

  Blessing of Animals at Cathedral, St. Francis of Assisi
  10 a.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., Columbus; 

St. Francis of Assisi Church, 386 Buttles Ave., Columbus. 
Blessing of the Animals to celebrate the Feast of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi. 

  Centering Prayer Group Meeting at Corpus Christi
 10:30 a.m. to noon, Corpus Christi Center of Peace, 1111 

E. Stewart Ave., Columbus. Centering prayer group 
meeting, beginning with silent prayer, followed 
by Contemplative Outreach DVD and discussion.                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                 614-512-3731

  ‘The Three Lessons of Abortion’ at Bryce Eck Center
  6:30 p.m., St. Andrew Church Bryce Eck Center, 3880 

Reed Road, Columbus. Talk on “The Three Lessons of 
Abortion” by Dr. Monica Migliorino Miller, author of 
“Abandoned: The Untold Story of the Abortion Wars.”                                                     
Filipino Mass at Holy Cross

 7:30  p.m., Holy Cross Church, 204 S. 5th St., Co-
lumbus. Monthly Mass in the Tagalog language 
for members of the Filipino Catholic community.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                            614-224-3416

5, SUNDAY
  St. Christopher Adult Religious Education
  10 to 11:15 a.m., Library, Trinity Catholic School, 1440  

Grandview Ave., Columbus. “Persecution of Christians 
Today” with Catholic journalist John Fink.

  Exposition at Church of the Resurrection 
  Our Lady of the Resurrection Chapel, Church of the Res- 

urrection, 6300 E. Dublin-Granville Road, New Albany. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, beginning with pro-
cession into chapel following 11 a.m. Mass and continuing 
to 5 p.m.                                                           614-933-9318  

  Brown Scapular Enrollment at Holy Family 
  Following 11 a.m. Mass, Holy Family Church, 584 W. Broad 

St. Distribution of and enrollment in the Brown Scapular 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, sponsored by parish Con-
fraternity of Christian Mothers and Ladies Guild.

  Formation of Kateri Circle at St. Mark 
  1 p.m., St. Mark Church, 330 Gay St., Lancaster. Formation 

meeting for central Ohio Kateri Circle to honor St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha and promote Native Catholic spirituality.                                                            

  Blessing of Animals at St. Pius X
  1:30 p.m., St. Pius X Church, 1051 S. Waggoner Road, Reyn-

oldsburg. Blessing of the Animals to celebrate the Feast 
of St. Francis of Assisi.                                   614-866-2859 

  Zoo Day at Corpus Christi
  2 to 4 p.m., Corpus Christi Church, 1111 E. Stewart Ave., 

Columbus. Annual zoo day featuring visit by Columbus 
Zoo animals, Columbus Fire Department fire engine and 
fire safety house tours, community information tables, 
free hot dogs, chips, and drinks.                    614-443-2828

  Pro-Life Prayer Chain in Zanesville
  2:15 to 3:30 p.m., Parking lot, 2501 Maple Ave., Zanesville. 

Prayer chain to raise public awareness and lift concerns 
to God about abortion, sponsored by Muskingum Valley 
Right to Life.                                                   740-454-7529

  Cum Christo 50th Anniversary Mass at New Albany
  2:30 p.m., Church of the Resurrection, 6300 E. Dublin-

Granville Road, New Albany. Mass to conclude 50th 

anniversary celebration of Cum Christo movement in 
Columbus, with Bishop Frederick Campbell as principal 
celebrant. Mass will include a blessing from Pope Francis.

  Ceili Rain Concert at New Philadelphia Sacred Heart
  4 p.m., Sacred Heart Church, 139 3rd St. N.E., New Philadel-

phia. Free outdoor concert with Celtic pop-rock group 
Ceili Rain. Free-will offering will be taken.   330-343-6976

   Prayer Group Meeting at Christ the King  
  5 to 7 p.m., Christ the King Church, 2777 E. Livingston 

Ave., Columbus (enter at daily Mass entrance). Weekly 
parish prayer group meets for praise, worship, ministry, 
and teaching.                                                 614-886-8266

  Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter  
  7 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Colum- 

bus. Mass in Spanish.                                      706-761-4054
  Compline at Cathedral
  9 p.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., Columbus. 

Chanting of Compline.                                    614-241-2526

6, MONDAY
  Aquinas Alumni Luncheon  
  11 a.m., TAT Ristorante di Famiglia, 1210 S. James Road, Co-

lumbus. Monthly Columbus Aquinas High School alumni 
luncheon.

   Marian Movement for Priests Cenacle
  7 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus. 

Mass for Catholic family life. Homily: “The Fifth Sorrow-
ful Mystery: The Crucifixion.”                         614-235-7435

7, TUESDAY 
  Grotto Dedication at St. Therese’s
  11 a.m., St. Therese’s Retreat Center, 5277 E. Broad St., Co-

lumbus. Dedication of new outdoor Our Lady of Lourdes 
grotto by Bishop Frederick Campbell.               614-866-1611

   Institute for Maturing Spirituality Webcast 
   2 to 3:30 p.m., Martin de Porres Center, 2330 Airport Drive, 

Columbus. Institute for Maturing Spirituality webcast 
with Michael Morwood on “Re-Envisioning the Second 
Half of Life.” Registration deadline Oct. 3.     614-416-1910

  Catholic War Veterans Monthly Meeting
   7  p.m., Red Room, St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, 

Columbus. Catholic War Veterans Post 1936 meeting.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                           614-221-7601

  Abortion Recovery Network Group
  7 p.m., Pregnancy Decision Health Center, 665 E. Dublin-

Granville Road, Columbus. Abortion recovery network 
group meeting for anyone interested in recovering from 
abortion or who has been through a recovery program 
and wants to stay connected.                        614-444-4411

  Meet the Candidates Night at All Saints Academy
  7 p.m., All Saints Academy, 2855 E. Livingston Ave., Co-

lumbus. Open forum for all local candidates in the Nov. 4 
general election.                                              614-241-2540

  Information Night for Program for Hispanic Catechists 
  7 to 8:30 p.m., St. James the Less Church, 1652 Oakland 

Park Ave., Columbus. Information night for Loyola Insti-
tute for Ministry Extension certificate program in Spanish 
for catechists.                                                        614-221-4633

  Prayer Group Meeting at St. Mark  
  7:30 p.m., St. Raymond Room, St. Mark Center, 324 

Gay St., Lancaster.  Light of Life Prayer group meeting.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                        740-653-4919

8, WEDNESDAY
  Marian Dinner at Bryce Eck Center
  6 p.m., St. Andrew Church Bryce Eck Center, 3880 Reed 

Road, Columbus. Annual Marian Dinner for women con-
sidering the consecrated religious life, featuring talks by 
Bishop Frederick Campbell and others.           614-224-2251
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H  A  P  P  E  N  I  N  G  S

All fund-raising events (festivals, ba-
zaars, spaghetti dinners, fish fries, 
bake sales, pizza/sub sales, candy 
sales, etc.) will be placed in the 

“Fund-Raising Guide.” An entry into 
the Guide will be $18.50 for the first 
six lines, and $2.65 for each addi-
tional line. For more information, 

call David Garick

Notices for items of Catholic interest 
must be received at least 12 days be-
fore expected publication date. We will 

print them as space permits. 
Items not received before this deadline 

may not be published. 
Listings cannot be taken by phone.

Mail to: The Catholic Times
Happenings, 

197 East Gay St., Columbus, OH  43215 
Fax to: 614-241-2518

E-mail as text to tpuet@colsdioc.org

‘Happenings’ submissions
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New Movie “The Song” Addresses 
Themes of Love, Sex, and Meaning in 
Hollywood’s ‘Year of the Bible’ 
Before 50 Shades of Gray, Dating Na-

ked, or even Harlequin romance nov-
els, there was the Song of Solomon, the 
“sexy” book of the Bible. From the best-
selling book of all time, the racy Song 
of Solomon has inspired the new movie 
The Song, which opened last weekend.
Starring Alan Powell of pop band An-

them Lights, Caitlin Nicol-Thomas 
(Nashville), and Ali Faulkner (The Twi-
light Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 1), 
The Song is a music-driven romantic 
drama combining ancient wisdom and a 
classic love triangle to deliver the most 
provocative film in Hollywood’s “Year 
of the Bible.” The PG-13 rating hints at 
the not-quite-Sunday-school fare. 
The Song, from Samuel Goldwyn Films 

and City On a Hill Studio, takes an hon-
est look into the life of a world-weary re-
cording artist searching for meaning and 
love. Inspired by the Song of Solomon 
(known for its poetic language about 
love and lovers), The Song features 11 
original songs with an American roots 
flavor.
The Song follows aspiring singer-

songwriter Jed King (Alan Powell) as 
he struggles to catch a break and escape 
the long shadow of his father, a country 
music legend. 

After reluctantly accepting a gig at 
a local vineyard harvest festival, Jed 
is lovestruck by the vineyard owner’s 
daughter, Rose (Ali Faulkner), and a ro-
mance quickly blooms. 
Soon after their wedding, Jed writes 

Rose “The Song,” which becomes a 
breakout hit. Thrust into a life of stardom 
and a world of temptation in the form of 
fellow performer Shelby Bale (Caitlin 
Nicol-Thomas), Jed’s life and marriage 
begin to fall apart.
 Woven throughout the story is voice-

over narration taken from verses in 
the Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, 
and Proverbs; metaphorically, the film 
draws on the life and writings of King 
Solomon, thought to be one of the wisest 
men in history, and known for his book 
on love and intimacy. 
However, with its entertaining blend 

of music, romance and heartbreak, The 
Song plays to wider audiences and is 
reminiscent of films such as I Walk the 
Line, Country Strong, and Crazy Heart. 
 “The Song has the potential to resonate 

with anyone, regardless of their beliefs 
or background. I think moviegoers will 
appreciate this film as a stand-alone mu-
sic-driven drama that plays as a caution-
ary love story and not a cinematic ser-
mon,” said writer and director Richard 
Ramsey.

THE SONG
movie review
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3rd Annual  
Sacred  
Heart  
Congress

Saturday, October 11, 2014
7:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

St. Joan of Arc • 10700 Liberty Rd., Powell, OH 43065 

Registration 7:00 – 7:50 a.m. 

Rosary and the Litany of  the Sacred Heart 7:30 a.m. 

Welcome 8:00 a.m. | Mass 11:15 a.m.

Registration Requested and Appreciated  
RSVP to www.sacredheartcolumbus.org

Father Stash Dailey
Spiritual Director of  Sacred 

Heart Columbus,  
Administrator of  Holy Family 
Parish, National Board of  the 
Men and Missionaries of  the

Sacred Heart

“I wish to express my approval and encouragement 
to all who in any way continue to foster, study and 
promote devotion to the Heart of  Christ.” 
          Saint John Paul II   

Keynote Speaker
Father Michael Gaitley, MIC

National Speaker on Divine Mercy 
Director of  Evangelization and Development

Author: Consoling the Heart of  Jesus, 33 Days of  Morning Glory,  
“You Did It To Me” - A Practical Guide to Mercy in Action, “The One 

Thing is Three” -  How the Most Holy Trinity Explains Everything

Presented by Sacred Heart Columbus
Supported by Catholic Women’s Ministry and  

Catholic Men’s Ministry 
 

Father James Black
Pastor of  St. Joan of  Arc

Mass Celebrant
1977 graduate of  Columbus  
Father Wehrle High School-

Ordained to the priesthood on 
June 11, 1988  

by Bishop James Griffin.

Free Will  Offering

A health and safety fair will take place from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 11 in the St. John 
Center, 640 S. Ohio Ave., Columbus. 

More than 30 organizations will be on hand 
with health information and screenings.  A free 
hot lunch will be served from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. in the Community Kitchen.  There 
will be free gifts and door prizes.

Diabetes testing, vision tests, and dental ex-
ams (for children) will be available at the fair.  
There also will be a variety of health informa-
tion, including materials on respiratory health 
and asthma, heart disease, cancer prevention 
and care, how to keep children safe (from the 
Franklin County sheriff’s office and the lo-
cal poison control center), how to prepare for 
an emergency, preventing dementia, obtaining 
help for mental health or substance abuse prob-
lems, and much more. 

Neighborhood groups focused on healthy 
living, including Walk with a Doc, Women to 
Women, and the Third Hand Bicycle Coopera-
tive will be in attendance, and basic bike repair 
will be available.  

Health navigators will be present to answer 
questions and to help those interested in sign-
ing up for the federal health care program. Ohio 
Benefit Bank volunteers will assist individuals 
and families with signing for other benefits.

Social service and public health organizations, 
including Catholic Social Services, Columbus 
Public Health, Columbus Neighborhood Health 
Centers, and the Ronald McDonald Care Mo-
bile will also be at the fair.

Workshops will take place during the day, in-
cluding a self-defense demonstration at 11 a.m. 
and a Cross Fit demonstration at 1 p.m.  

In addition, there will be a cooking demon-
stration and addiction prevention presentations.  
Referrals to free exercise and cooking classes 
also will be available.

The fair will be sponsored by the Columbus 
Holy Rosary/St. John Church Women’s Group, 
the Community Kitchen, and the St. John 
Learning Center.  The St. John Center is a for-
mer school that is now a community center and 
is home to Community Kitchen, Inc., the St. 
John Food Pantry, the learning center, and Holy 
Rosary/St. John youth programs.

St. John Center Health and 
Safety Fair on October 11

Go to Church



Sunday, October 13, 2013, 3 p.m.
Christ the King Church

2777 E. Livingston Ave., Columbus, Ohio

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

family
rosary day

Sunday, October 12, 2014, 3 p.m.
St. Joseph Cathedral

212 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 43215

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E

rosary day
A TIME FOR DEVOTION TO OUR BLESSED MOTHER

PRESIDER/ HOMILIST
The Most Reverend Frederick F. Campbell

Bishop of Columbus


