
C A T H O L I C

A journal of Catholic life in OhioD I O C E S E  O F  CO L U M B U S

A P R I L  2 2 ,  2 0 1 2
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

VO L U M E  6 1 : 2 9
W W W.C TO N L I N E .O RG

Protecting God's Children



2 Catholic Times                                    April 22, 2012

Bishop Frederick F. Campbell, D.D., PhD.  ~ President & Publisher
David Garick ~ Editor (dgarick@colsdioc.org)
Tim Puet ~ Reporter (tpuet@colsdioc.org)
Alexandra Keves ~ Graphic Design Manager (akeves@colsdioc.org)
Deacon Steve DeMers ~ Business Manager (sdemers@colsdioc.org)
Jodie Sfreddo ~ Bookkeeper/Circulation Coordinator 
         (jsfreddo@colsdioc.org)
Mailing Address: 197 E. Gay St., Columbus OH 43215
Editorial Staff  Telephone (614) 224-5195     FAX (614) 241-2518
Business Staff  Telephone (614) 224-6530     FAX (614) 241-2518

Copyright © 2011. All rights reserved.
Catholic Times is the official newspaper of  the Catholic 
Diocese of  Columbus, Ohio.  It is published weekly 45 times 
per year with exception of  every other week in June, July and 
August and the week following Christmas.  Subscription rate: 
$25 per year, or call and make arrangements with your parish.

T I M E S

Postmaster: Send address changes to Catholic Times, 197 E. Gay St., Columbus, Ohio 43215. Please allow two to four weeks for change of address.

CATHOLIC
Front Page photo:
A window inside St. 
Gerard Church in 
Buffalo, N.Y., depicts 
Jesus with children. 
CNS/ photo/Patrick McPartland, 
Western New York Catholic

The Editor’s Notebook

By David Garick, Editor

For Our Children
April is Child Abuse Preven-

tion Month, and that is the 
focus of this week’s Catholic 
Times.  How sad it is that we 
need to talk about this.  Of all 
the failings of mankind, the 
harming of our children is the 
most inexplicable.  For most 
of us, the very notion of do-
ing anything that would harm 
a child is abhorrent. Yet, it hap-
pens.  Nearly a million Ameri-
can children suffer abuse from 
physical or sexual assault or 
neglect each year.
This tragedy is preventable.  

We need to come to grips with 
the notion that what for us is 
unthinkable is occurring dai-
ly, often involving people we 
would least expect.  We in the 
Catholic Church have learned – 
painfully – that abusers can be 
anywhere and that each of us 
has a role to play in protecting 
our children.  
We know where Our Lord 

stands on the subject of child 
abuse.  When the disciples 
asked Him who was greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven, he had 
a child brought into their midst 
and instructed them that if they 
wished to aspire to heaven, 
they should emulate the hu-
mility and simple faith of that 
child.  But he went on to cau-
tion, “But if anyone causes one 
of these little ones who believe 
in me to sin, it would be better 
for him to have a large mill-
stone hung around his neck and 
to be drowned in the depths of 
the sea” (Matthew 18:6).  We 

all have 
a re-
spons i -
bility to 
be alert 
to the reality of abuse and to 
take measures to prevent it.
The abuse crisis in the Church 

has been a wake-up call.  In 
this issue of Catholic Times, 
you will get a good look at 
the extensive measures that 
have been taken in our par-
ishes and schools to prevent 
abuse.  These efforts can serve 
as models for public schools, 
youth recreation programs, 
and even families as we attack 
this problem in the whole of 
society.  Pay attention to the 
warning signs and tips con-
tained in the story that begins 
on Page 10.  If you have not 
attended a “Protecting God’s 
Children” training session, 
sign up for one through your 
parish.  I promise you it will 
open your eyes.
Childhood is a wonderful 

gift.  We all had that gift dur-
ing our early years, and most 
of us enjoyed it without abuse.  
Our Lord calls on each of us to 
help protect that gift for suc-
ceeding generations.  We are 
not only called to not be abus-
ers ourselves, but to actively 
guard against the abuse of any 
of the children in our commu-
nity.  Just as the Good Shepherd 
stands guard against the wolves 
that would prey on his lambs, so 
must we be ever vigilant over 
the children entrusted to us.

By NANCY FRAZIER O’BRIEN 
Catholic News Service 

American Catholics must resist 
unjust laws “as a duty of citizen-
ship and an obligation of faith,” 
a committee of the U.S. bishops 
said in a new statement on reli-
gious liberty. 
Titled “Our First, Most Cherished Liber-

ty,” the 12-page statement by the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Religious Liberty also calls 
for “a fortnight for freedom” from June 21, 
the vigil of the feasts of St. John Fisher 
and St. Thomas More, to July 4, Indepen-
dence Day. 
“This special period of prayer, study, cat-

echesis and public action would emphasize 
both our Christian and American heritage of 
liberty,” the committee said. “Dioceses and 
parishes around the country could choose 
a date in that period for special events that 
would constitute a great national campaign 
of teaching and witness for religious liberty.” 
Made public on April 12, the document 

was approved by the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ administrative commit-
tee during its March meeting, for publica-
tion as a committee statement. 
The ad hoc committee opened its statement 

with several “concrete examples” of recent 
threats to religious liberty, saying “this is 
not a theological or legal dispute without 
real-world consequences.” 
Cited first was the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services’ mandate that 
most health plans must include contracep-
tion, sterilization, and some abortion-in-
ducing drugs free of charge, even if the em-
ployer is morally opposed to such services. 
“In an unprecedented way, the federal 

government will both force religious insti-
tutions to facilitate and fund a product con-
trary to their own moral teaching and pur-
port to define which religious institutions 
are ‘religious enough’ to merit protection of 

their religious liberty,” the state-
ment said. “These features of the 
‘preventive services’ mandate 
amount to an unjust law.” 
Among other examples of “re-

ligious liberty under attack,” the 
bishops listed: 

–  Immigration laws in Alabama and other 
states that “forbid what the government 
deems ‘harboring’ of undocumented immi-
grants – and what the church deems Chris-
tian charity and pastoral care to those im-
migrants.” 
– An attempt by the Connecticut Legisla-

ture in 2009 to restructure Catholic parishes. 
– Discrimination against Christian stu-

dents on college campuses. 
– Government actions in Boston, San 

Francisco, the District of Columbia, and 
the state of Illinois that have “driven lo-
cal Catholic Charities out of the business of 
providing adoption or foster care services” 
because the agencies would not place chil-
dren with same-sex or unmarried hetero-
sexual couples. 
– A New York City rule that bars small 

church congregations from renting public 
schools on weekends for worship servic-
es, while allowing such rentals by nonre-
ligious groups. 
– Changes in federal contracts for hu-

man trafficking grants that require Catho-
lic agencies “to refer for contraceptive and 
abortion services in violation of Catholic 
teaching.” 
The statement quotes the Founding Fa-

thers and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. to 
bolster its arguments. 
Rev. King, writing from jail in Birming-

ham, Ala., in 1963, described an unjust 
law as one “that is out of harmony with the 
moral law” and said he agreed with St. Au-
gustine that “an unjust law is no law at all.” 

CATHOLICS URGED TO RESIST UNJUST LAWS, 
JOIN IN ‘FORTNIGHT FOR FREEDOM’ 

See FREEDOM, Page 7
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Father John Foley, SJ, will be 
visiting Columbus this coming 
week to share his experiences 
as president of the first Cristo 
Rey High School and founder 
of the National Cristo Rey 
Network. Father Foley is com-
ing to Columbus to support the 
2013 opening of Cristo Rey 
Columbus High School, which 
will be the 26th college prepa-
ratory high school in the Cristo 
Rey Network. Referring to the 
Cristo Rey project as a “bea-
con of hope,” Father Foley 
was the central figure in creat-
ing this new, unique model for 
urban education.

An open-house-style recep-
tion for Father Foley will take 
place at the parish life center 
of Columbus Our Lady of Vic-
tory Church, 1559 Roxbury 
Road, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 25. This re-
ception is free and open to the 
public.  Father Foley will offer 
his insights on education issues 
generally and the Cristo Rey 
movement specifically.  To 
register for this event, please 
visit www.cristoreycolumbus.
org and search under “Upcom-
ing Events.”

Father Foley, a Chicago na-
tive, entered the Society of Je-
sus in 1954. He earned a bach-

elor of arts degree from Xavier 
University in Cincinnati and 
holds master’s degrees in arts 
and education  from Loyola 
University in Chicago. From 
1961 to 1995, he worked in 
Peru, primarily in education. 
He served as president of two 
Jesuit K-12 schools. 

Father Foley returned to Chi-
cago in 1995 to collaborate 
in establishing the first Cristo 
Rey High School. He became 
president of the school in 1996 
and served for eight years. He 

helped write the national stan-
dards for Cristo Rey schools, 
manages the central team that 
oversees the launching of each 
new school, and is the spiri-
tual leader of this growing net-
work of innovative Catholic 
high schools. 

Cristo Rey schools serve 
solely students from low-in-
come families and are open 
to students of all faiths. These 
schools combine a rigorous 
college-preparatory curricu-
lum with a unique professional 
work-study program that al-
lows students to work five days 
a month in professional set-
tings such as law firms, hospi-
tals, banks, media, accounting 
firms, and insurance compa-
nies. This work pays the ma-
jority of the students’ tuition.  
Additionally, the program 
engages the business commu-
nity in education and makes 
college-preparatory education 
relevant to students.  

In January 2005, Father Fol-
ey assumed the presidency of 
the Cristo Rey Network, of 
which he is currently execu-
tive chair.  Today, he oversees 
an organization that helps 
ensure the quality and con-
tinuous improvement of each 
Cristo Rey school.

Father Foley has received 
honorary doctorates from 
Georgetown University, Mar-
quette University, Fordham 
University, Loras College, 
the University of St. Francis, 
and Creighton University for 
his work with the Cristo Rey 
movement.  

Father Foley was featured 
in an October 2004 “60 Min-
utes” segment on Cristo Rey 
Jesuit High School. The vid-
eo may be viewed at www.
cristoreycolumbus.org. The 
National Catholic Education 
Association presented Father 
Foley with the Seton Award 
in 2007. He was featured in 
Fast Company in April 2006 
and named in Newsweek’s 
“Who’s Next for 2007.” In 
2009, President Bush awarded 
Father Foley the Presidential 
Citizens Medal, the second-
highest honor for a civilian, 
for his commitment to helping 
his fellow citizens lead lives 
of integrity and achievement. 
On Jan. 25, 2012, he was hon-
ored by President Obama as a 
“Champion of Change” in a 
White House ceremony.

The Cristo Rey program 
has resulted in dramatic im-
provements in the educational 
achievements of urban stu-

dents with poor educational 
options.  During the last few 
years, 98 percent of Cristo Rey 
seniors have graduated from 
high school, and all of those 
graduates have been accepted 
by at least one college or uni-
versity.

Jim Foley, president of 
Cristo Rey Columbus, who 
is not related to Father Foley, 
said, “We are excited to have 
the driving force behind the 
Cristo Rey movement com-
ing to Columbus to support 
our school.  Based on his na-
tionally recognized work, we 
now have a model for urban 
education with a proven track 
record to offer low-income 
families in Columbus.”

Today, there are 25 Cristo 
Rey schools nationwide. Cris-
to Rey Columbus High School 
will open in August of 2013 
to incoming freshmen.  It will 
add one class every year for 
the following three years.  

If you would like to learn 
more about the school or 
would like to donate or 
become a professional 
work-study partner, contact 
Jim Foley at jimf@cristo-
reycolumbus.org or visit the 
school’s website at www.
cristoreycolumbus.org. 

The Catholic Foundation 
staff and board of trustees took 
a two-hour bus trip to Ports-
mouth Notre Dame Junior-Se-
nior High School on Thursday, 
March 22, and were warmly 
greeted by students, teachers, 
staff members from the Ports-
mouth office of Catholic So-
cial Services, and clergy from 
the area’s churches.

 The students of Notre Dame 
have been working on a proj-
ect to build awareness of the 
needs of the area and pre-
sented members of The Catho-
lic Foundation with a Power 
Point presentation of their ef-
forts. The project began with 
158 students raising money 

and collecting food. The stu-
dents went out into the streets 
and began to reach out by con-
necting a face to a need. 

This project gave the stu-
dents an opportunity to walk 
outside their comfort area and 
encouraged them to help. They 
saw, felt, and spoke to people 
in need. A Notre Dame senior 
was in tears as she said, “I nev-
er actually had gotten out of 
my car and looked before now. 
… It has changed my life, and 
I now know I can change the 
life of someone else with the 
grace of God.” Another stu-
dent said, “These people are 
just like us.”

 The presentation was re-

ceived with an ovation. When 
the students were asked what 
their plans were after high 
school, almost all said they 
planned to attend a local col-
lege, then stay in Scioto Coun-
ty to make a difference, saying 
that education is the key to im-
proving conditions in the area.

The area’s two Catholic So-
cial Services staff members 
discussed how they helped 
more than 5,000  families and 
served 682 children this past 
Christmas. “The needs are 
great and the fact that these 
students are putting a face 
on poverty is the first step,” 

Father Foley, founder of the Cristo Rey Network, visits Columbus

 NOTRE DAME STUDENTS SHARE THE NEEDS OF SCIOTO COUNTY WITH THE CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

See SHARE, Page 4

From left, Libby Welsh, Hayden Schmidt, Emma Sand, Tori Harr, and Braeden 
Sparks conduct a Power Point presentation for members of   The Catholic Foun-
dation’s staff  and board of  trustees.           Photo courtesy The Catholic Foundation
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PRACTICAL          STEWARDSHIP
By Rick Jeric

Witnesses
 Did you receive the Word of God last week 

with a renewed sense and understanding of 
trust?  When it comes to trust in Jesus, there is 
no greater understanding we should have.  Trust 
in our salvation by way of our Divine Savior is 
inseparable.  We dare not simply rely upon fate, 
and we cannot just blindly trust without pur-
pose.  We believe in God, but we do not physically see Him as such.  
But we have great faith.  We actually encounter God in His Word, in 
one another, and in the Eucharist.  So we have great hope.  We trust 
in God because we experience Him in small ways here on earth – yes, 
in the acts of love and kindness both given and received.  And we have 
great love, the same love that is pure in our God, and one in which we 
will be forever immersed in Heaven.  The love for and trust in God that 
we seek is the same that overwhelmed the apostles after the Resur-
rection and prepared them to receive the Holy Spirit.  Their physical 
needs were met by the common generosity and sharing of the commu-
nity of believers.  Their spiritual needs required a major boost from the 
same Spirit that lighted the fire burning within them while Jesus walked 
with them.  As Jesus appeared to His apostles after the Resurrection, 
their trust was affirmed, reignited, and made even stronger.  We seek 
the same when we pray “Jesus, I trust in you.”
The Sunday readings throughout the 50-day Easter season remind us 

of how the apostles boldly transformed the world around them.  We 
also hear of the multiple appearances Jesus made to His disciples.  They 
needed to see Him, to touch Him, to talk with Him, to eat with Him, 
and to receive His Holy Spirit.  The apostles were the first witnesses 
to the life of Jesus Christ, and, most important, to His Resurrection.  
Their witness was so much more than seeing with their eyes.  They 
are witnesses for us because they not only saw and shared and wrote, 
but they bore witness by their very lives.  These are the witnesses we 
strive to become.  That is our great commission – to bear witness to 
our Faith in how we think, act, and live.  Our three readings we will 
hear proclaimed this Sunday should inspire us along our journey.  As 
good and faithful stewards, striving to bear witness with our use of 
our time, talent, and treasure, we follow the example provided in the 
Word of God.  Each of these readings ends with a very specific piece 
of our motivation and reason as witnesses.  The first reading from the 
Acts of the Apostles ends with the sentence “Repent, therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be wiped away.”  We just went through 
this in Lent, and, hopefully, we were renewed.  But we are sinners, and 
we will constantly need that same renewal.  The grace of forgiveness 
helps us to be good witnesses of our Faith.  The second reading from 
the first letter of St. John ends with the sentence “But whoever keeps 
His word, the love of God is truly perfected in him.”  This is another 
simple and basic truth to help us to be faithful witnesses.  With this 
kind of a promise, why is it so difficult to keep God’s Word?  Our lives 
of bearing witness allow the love of God to be perfected in each of us.
Our practical challenge this week is found in the last sentence of the 

Gospel reading from Luke: “You are witnesses of these things.”  This 
line was not meant only for the apostles.  They saw and then became 
witnesses in how they lived their lives, even giving their lives in wit-
ness to Christianity.  Can we do the same?  Yes, we must.  We are not 
expected or challenged to be martyrs.  We are asked to do small and 
meaningful things that impact the lives of those around us.  That is how 
we bear witness to our Faith.  That is how we respond to the directive 
of Jesus Christ that we must be witnesses.  Let us go and live as wit-
nesses by our good and faithful stewardship.
Jeric is director of development and planning for the Columbus Diocese

said CSS regional director Barbara 
McKenzie.
 The Catholic Foundation has provid-

ed more than $ 1.1 million in the past 
12 years to the Scioto County area. 
Amy Parker, vice president of grants 
administration for the Foundation, 
said, “We exist to serve the needs of 
the people. We even provide free grant 
workshops, share current needs on our 

website and work to unite parishes, 
schools, and ministries in need with 
those who can help.” 
Some funds have been established to 

help the needs of the Scioto County 
community, and anyone can contribute 
to them. Contact The Catholic Founda-
tion at www.catholic-foundation.org or 
(614) 443-8893 to find out how you can 
help change the lives of others. 

8 NIGHTS IN MEDJUGORJE
1 DAY/NIGHT IN DUBROVNIK

Spiritual Director: Fr. Adam Streitenberger
For Information Contact Cindy Hicks Lane
614.361.1042 • clane18@columbus.rr.com

MEDJUGORJE PILGRIMAGE
(IS OUR LADY CALLING YOU?)

Monday, Oct. 29 - Thursday, Nov. 8, 2012
$2,300 inclusive (double occupancy)

$300 deposit required to hold space

SHARE, continued from Page 3

Columbus Bishop Hartley High School seniors (from left) Michelle Summers, 
Laura Schlagheck, and Karen Gilmore have been selected as National Merit 
Scholarship finalists.  All finalists will be considered for National Merit 
Scholarships worth more than $34 million to be offered in 2012. Scholar-
ship winners will be announced beginning this month 

 Photo courtesy Bishop Hartley High School
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The Martin de Porres Center’s Insti-
tute for Maturing Spirituality is offer-
ing a series of four programs to be web-
cast to parishes and senior residences 
between April 30 and July 11 on top-
ics of particular interest to adults in the 
second half of life.  

The live webcasts will include a 
30-minute presentation by a distin-
guished speaker, followed by small 
group discussion at each location, guid-
ed by a facilitator. During the discus-
sion time, facilitators are encouraged 
to email, phone, or text questions to the 
speaker. The questions will be answered 
live in the last 20 minutes of the webcast.  
This format was conducted with great 
success in four parishes in 2010 and sev-
eral senior residences in 2011. 

The spring/summer series will include 
these four programs:

• Monday, April 30, 1 to 2:30 p.m., 
“Developing Resilience Through Spiri-
tual Exercise in the Second Half of 
Life,” presented by Robert L. Weber, 
PhD, assistant clinical professor of psy-
chology at Harvard Medical School.

• Wednesday, May 16, 2 to 3:30 p.m., 
“Care Partnering: A Holistic View of 
Caring Relationships,” presented by 
Jennifer Heston, MSW, assisted-living 
social worker, Westminster-Thurber 
Community, Columbus.

• Wednesday, June 6, 2 to 3:30 p.m., 
“Dedicated Suffering: A Spiritual Prac-
tice for Creating Meaning Out of Pain 
and Suffering,” presented by Jane M. 
Thibault, PhD, retired clinical geron-
tologist, School of Medicine, Univer-
sity of Louisville.

• Wednesday, July 11, 2 to 3:30 p.m., 
“Thomas Merton on Christian Spiritu-
ality,” presented by David J. Belcastro, 
MDiv, PhD, assistant dean, School of 
Humanities, Capital University.

To participate in the webcasts, an or-
ganization will need a laptop computer, 
an Internet connection in the meeting 
space, a digital projector to connect to 
the computer, a screen or blank wall 
for the projected image, and speakers 
attached to the laptop. The center will 
provide a link to the webcast a few days 
prior to the event. The center’s webcast 
coordinator will offer technological as-
sistance for subscribers before the day 
of the webcast.

The intention of this initiative is to 
capitalize on new technologies to make 
excellent programming available to a 
large number of the faithful at an af-
fordable cost, at sites that are accessible 
and comfortable for them. An organiza-
tion may subscribe to the series of four 
programs for $200, with online access 
to each program for 30 days after its 
webcast, for a total of $300.  With a se-
ries subscription, the organization may 
choose to purchase a DVD containing 
all four presentations for an additional 
$75.  A subscription form and more de-
tailed information about each program 
are available on the center’s website at 
www.martindeporrescenter.net.

Individuals also are welcome to attend 
each program live at the center, where 
a free will donation will be accepted. 
For additional information contact the 
center’s director, Christina Butler, at 
(614) 416-1920.

Local organizations of older adults can 
join webcasts on Maturing Spirituality

Healing Mass

Spring Retreat for Women

Morning of Reflection

Nathanael Ohl, a senior at Newark Catholic High School, has accepted an appointment 
to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y.  He has a 4.0 grade-point average, is 
treasurer of  the National Honor Society and a member of  the Latin Club at his school, 
and has been an altar server at Granville St. Edward Church for nine years.  He was a 
four-year varsity letter winner, two-time team captain, and two-time district placer in 
wrestling.  He was state runner-up at 119 pounds in Greco-Roman wrestling in 2011 and 
was a member of  an Ohio team that competed at a national wrestling tournament in 
Fargo, N.D. He also is a two-time varsity letter winner in golf.      Photo courtesy JoEllen Ohl

Nathanael Ohl Accepts Appointment to the 
United States Military Academy 

The diocesan Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal will sponsor a special heal-
ing Mass, celebrated by Father Dean 
Mathewson, at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 
22, at Columbus St. Elizabeth Church, 
6077 Sharon Woods Blvd. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick will be available during Mass 

for people with serious illness.
Mass will be preceded by the ro-

sary at 2:30 and praise and worship 
from 3 to 4. Trained prayer teams 
will be available during that time 
for those desiring personal prayer 
for healing of spiritual, emotional, or 
physical needs.     

The Dominican Sisters of Mary, 
Mother of the Eucharist, are sponsor-
ing a spring retreat for women from 
8:15 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 28, 
in Marian Hall of Worthington St. Mi-
chael Church, 5750 N. High St. 

The morning will include breakfast re-

freshments, Mass, presentations by the 
sisters, small-group discussion, time 
for reflection, the Rosary, and Adora-
tion and Reposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament. For more information, contact 
Jennifer Mulligan at (614) 847-3848 or 
jmulligan@columbus.rr.com.

Women are invited to give the most 
precious gift of themselves and attend 
a morning of reflection from 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, May 12, at the Sts. 
Peter and Paul Retreat Center, 2734 
Seminary Road S.E., Newark. 

The presenter will be Sister Janice 
Bachman, OP. There will be a brunch 
at 11 a.m. The cost is $12.50 per per-
son. For reservations, contact the cen-
ter at (740) 928-4246 or e mail info@
stspeterandpaulretreatcenter.org.
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Four Gospels mentioned in the Bible; 
watching Mass on TV

A quick note from:
                   THE OFFICE FOR DIVINE WORSHIP

Q. As you are aware, 
the four Gospels in the 

Catholic Bible are based on 
the writings of saints Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
But recently, as I was channel 
surfing, I came across a tele-
vision program that spoke of 
the Gospels of Judas Iscariot, 
Peter the Apostle, and Mary 
Magdalene. 
When I mentioned this to a 

couple of Catholic friends, 
they told me that there are in 
fact many different Gospels, 
in addition to the four we 
all know and the three ref-
erenced on television. If that 
is so, then why doesn’t our 
Bible include all of the Gos-
pels? (Camp Hill, Pa.) 

A. From the earliest 
days of the church, and 

certainly from the midpoint 
of the second century, four 
and only four Gospels have 
generally been regarded by 
Christian authors as the offi-
cial (or “canonical”) Gospels 
and have thus found their 
way into the Bible; namely, 
the Gospels according to 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. 
It is true that there are sev-

eral dozen other documents 
(or fragments of documents) 
which are sometimes referred 
to as “Gospels,” including the 
ones your question mentions. 
Those, however, have never 

been widely regarded as au-
thentic and contemporaneous 
accounts of the words and ac-
tions of Christ, and are com-
monly called “apocryphal” 
Gospels. The differences be-
tween canonical and apocry-
phal Gospels are notable. 
The canonical Gospels 

were written, broadly speak-
ing, during the apostolic 
period, while the apostles 
of Jesus or their immedi-

ate disciples were still alive. 
Those narratives were given 
nearly immediate acceptance 
by the Christian churches of 
the East and the West and 
were universally recognized 
as authentic. 
In fact, around 140 AD, 

the author Tatian produced 
a harmonization of excerpts 
from the four canonically 
recognized Gospels. Ac-
counts from the apocryphal 
Gospels, on the other hand, 
were used only sporadically 
by scattered groups and nev-
er gained wide acceptance. 
References to the apocry-
phal Gospels are found later 
on, around the end of the 
second century. 
In addition, the canonical 

Gospels are fairly straight-
forward and largely consis-
tent accounts of the life and 
sayings of Jesus, while the 
apocryphal ones are rife with 
stories of a legendary and 
unique nature. In trying to 
meet the demands of popu-
lar piety, they often conceive 
of events (e.g., “miracles” 
performed by Jesus while he 
was still a child) which the 
canonical Gospels mention 
not at all. 
Some of the apocryphal 

Gospels are also clearly he-
retical and gnostic (purport-
ing to relate some “secret 
teachings” of Jesus). 

Q. I would like to know 
whether watching 

Mass on television fulfills 
one’s obligation. My hus-
band never goes to church, 
but he does watch Mass on 
TV every Sunday. I attend 
Mass regularly, although I 
have missed church recently 
because of my health. (Lou-
isville, Ky.) 

A. The simple answer to 
your question is “No.” 

Watching Mass on television 
does not fulfill one’s Sunday 
obligation. Assuming that 
your husband is a Catholic 
and is in reasonable health, 
he is required to be at Mass 
in person. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, in sec-
tion 2180, specifies that the 
Sunday obligation is satisfied 
by “assistance” at Mass, and 
every commentator I have 
read views that to mean at-
tendance at a eucharistic cel-
ebration. 
Such a reading would seem 

logical, since Jesus said, 
“Where two or three are gath-
ered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of 
them” (Matthew 18:20). The 
Eucharist has a community 
dimension which strengthens 
the faith of participants. It 
was with deliberate purpose 
that Jesus directed his memo-
ry to be kept alive by his dis-
ciples sharing in a meal. 
Although taking holy Com-

munion at Mass is not re-
quired to satisfy the Sunday 
obligation, it seems clear 
that those who participate 
most fully are the ones who 
receive back from the Lord 
the sacred food offered in 
sacrifice. That gift, of course, 
is not available to television 
viewers. 
The televised Mass has 

great value for those whose 
illness or infirmity precludes 
them from being in church. 
It would be incorrect to say 
watching television fulfills 
their obligation. Simply put, 
there is no obligation for 
them. They are dispensed. 
But shut-ins can derive real 

spiritual benefit from follow-
ing the prayers and readings 
of the Mass on television. I 
would suggest that shut-ins 
can multiply that benefit by 
asking to be placed on their 
parish’s Communion list so 
that a eucharistic minister 
will visit them regularly. 
Questions may be sent to 

Father Kenneth Doyle at ask-
fatherdoyle@gmail.com and 40 
Hopewell St., Albany, NY 12208. 

More than any other 
season, Easter is a time 
of an explosion of 
flowers.  Easter is not 
just a day.  Easter, the 
great celebration of the 
risen Christ, is the first 
of 50 days and lasts 
through the power of 
the Holy Spirit giving 
birth to the Church 
on Pentecost, the last day of the 
Easter season.  The season is a 
celebration of joyful exultation as 
one feast day.   Its first eight days, 
which make up the octave of Eas-
ter, highlight the wonders of initia-
tion and are celebrated as solemni-
ties of the Lord. The Easter season 
is full of the sounds of alleluias, 
while the warmth of the Easter 
fire on our faces keeps the Paschal 
Candle burning. The Word of God 
is woven deep within our hearts. 
The smells of chrism and lilies are 
imbedded in our memories.  Add 
the refreshing waters of baptism, 
which have washed us into new 
life, to the taste of the finest bread 
and wine, which becomes the body 
and blood of our Lord to nourish 
our spiritual journey, and we, too, 
are resurrected in our faith. 
Keep in mind the environment 

needs to be maintained for the 50 
days of the Easter season.  Your 
plans might require scaling back 
your order of flowers for Easter 
Sunday so that you can replen-
ish them thoughout the season.   
When using other forms of deco-
ration, they need to be appropri-
ate for the liturgical environment.  
Flowers in our liturgical space must 
be from natural resources and not 
artificial.  Some resources that can 
be used are blossoms from parish-
ioners’ yards – forsythia one week, 
plum or apple the next week, pussy 
willows or pear blossom the next. 
The recourses may vary, depending 
on what natural plants come into 
bloom.  Bundles of green winter 
wheat and other fresh grasses may 
be used to enhance the environ-

ment.  Scrubs, bushes, 
and green plants may 
be planted in large, 
urn-shaped water-
proof vessels that will 
give height and depth.  
Potted flowers will 
look better if they are 
clustered, rather than 
evenly spaced.   
The decorations 

should not overwhelm the ambo or 
altar.  The decorations are only to 
enhance the worship space, not to 
overpower the space or hinder the 
liturgical actions and movement.  
Decorations are elements that pro-
vide beauty and draw the assembly 
to focus on the elements that are 
important.  The principal focus dur-
ing the Easter season is the Paschal 
Candle.  It should be of grand size, 
and nothing should compete with 
or diminish it.  The Paschal Candle 
is lit for all liturgical rites during 
the 50 days and should be placed 
next to the ambo through the du-
ration of the Easter season.  It is a 
sign of the light of Christ and the 
Spirit’s fire.
A special effort should be made 

to decorate sites such as the ves-
tibules, entryways, and window 
sills so the assembly can enjoy the 
smells and beauty.  Another area to 
pay attention to is the outdoors.  
This allows us to share the joy of 
the season with the neighboring 
community.  The upkeep of flowers 
and other elements in the worship 
environment should be checked 
weekly.   Anticipate each week the 
task of ordering or cutting replace-
ments.  The Easter season takes a 
lot of planning, because it is the 
greatest feast of the Church and it 
deserves our best and even more. 
Learn from the earth after sleep-

ing through the winter. It returns 
to life in these 50 days.  Listen for 
alleluias in the whispers of the 
breeze, the humming songs of the 
birds, and the shouting of thunder 
storms.  “He is risen.”

THE LITURGICAL ENVIRONMENT FOR THE 50 
DAYS OF EASTER QUESTION & ANSWER

by: FATHER KENNETH DOYLE
Catholic News Service
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NUESTRA SEÑORA 
DE GUADALUPE

Servicio de Veneración y Oración

OUR LADY OF 
GUADALUPE
Veneration and Prayer Service

St. Elizabeth Parish
6077 Sharon Woods Blvd., Columbus, OH  43229

VENERATION 
Saturday, April 21 • 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Sunday, April 22 • 10:00 am to 11:00 am

St. James the Less Parish
1652 Oakland Park Ave., Columbus, OH  43224

VENERATION 
Sunday, April 22 • 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm

PUBLIC PRAYER SERVICE
Sunday, April 22 • 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm

(Bi-lingual service with hymns, prayers, rosary and litany)

Parroquia Santa Isabel 
6077 Sharon Woods Blvd., Columbus, OH  43229

VENERACIÓN 
Sábado, 21 de abril • 6:30 pm a 8:00 pm

Domingo, 22 de abril • 10:00 am a 11:00 pm

Parroquia Santiago el Menor 
1652 Oakland Park Ave., Columbus, OH  43224

VENERACIÓN  
Domingo, 22 de abril - 2:00pm a 3:30pm 
SERVICIO PÚBLICO DE ORACIÓN
Domingo, 22 de abril - 3:30pm a 4:30pm

(Servicio bilingüe con himnos, rezos, rosario y letanía)

The image of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be exhibited 
the weekend of April 21st and 22nd as indicated:

La imagen de nuestra Señora de Guadalupe se exhibirá 
el fin de semana 21 y 22 de abril como indicado:

www.proximotravel.com 

email: anthony@proximotravel.com 

Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE W/ Airfare from anywhere in the continental USA  

Trips to Scotland, France, Ireland, Shrines of Europe  

and much more.. ranging from  $3,599—$4,699 for 2012. 

855-842-8001 / 440-457-7033 

Carmela A. Dupuis—Executive Director 

Italy/Switzerland: May 5-17, May 12-24, May 19-31, June 2-14, June 9-21, June 16-28 ... 

Italy Regular: April 14-22, April 28-May 6, May 5-13, May 19-27, June 2-10, June 9-17, June 16-24 

Holy Land: April 14-25, April 30-May 10, May 7-17, May 14-24, May 21-31, June 18-28 ... 

Holy Land/Italy: April 9-22, April 30-May 13, May 14-27, June 18-July 1, June 25-July 8, July 2-15 

Columbus  Bishop Watterson High School’s Fill Up Fridays program during Lent 
concluded with 8,725 items and more than $450 donated to local charities. Each 
week, teams of students promoted the collection and competed to see which 
would win. This year’s competitions included SpongeBob vs. Patrick, Donald 
Duck vs. Goofy, Army vs. Navy, and Power Rangers vs. Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. Agencies benefiting from the collections included the Holy Family Soup 
Kitchen, the Joint Organization for Inner-City Needs, the St. John Center’s Com-
munity Kitchen, and the St. Francis Center in McArthur. Pictured are Team Army 
members (from left) Megan Richardson, Alex Saliaris, Madeline Simmonds, and 
Sean Becker                                                                               Photo courtesy Bishop Watterson High School

LENTEN FILL UP FRIDAYS

FREEDOM, continued from Page 2
“An unjust law cannot be obeyed,” 

the bishops’ statement said. “In the 
face of an unjust law, an accommoda-
tion is not to be sought, especially by 
resorting to equivocal words and de-
ceptive practices. 
“If we face today the prospect of un-

just laws, then Catholics in America, 
in solidarity with our fellow citizens, 
must have the courage not to obey 
them,” it added. “No American desires 
this. No Catholic welcomes it. But if it 
should fall upon us, we must discharge 
it as a duty of citizenship and an obli-
gation of faith.” 
The bishops also distinguished be-

tween conscientious objection and an 
unjust law. 
“Conscientious objection permits 

some relief to those who object to a just 
law for reasons of conscience – con-
scription being the most well-known 
example,” the committee said. “An 
unjust law is ‘no law at all.’ It cannot 
be obeyed, and therefore one does not 
seek relief from it, but rather its repeal.” 
The statement also raised the issue of 

religious freedom abroad and said “the 
age of martyrdom has not passed.” 
“Assassinations, bombings of church-

es, torching of orphanages -- these are 
only the most violent attacks Chris-
tians have suffered because of their 
faith in Jesus Christ,” the bishops said. 
“It is our task to strengthen religious 
liberty at home, ... so that we might de-
fend it more vigorously abroad.” 

The statement called on “American 
foreign policy, as well as the vast in-
ternational network of Catholic agen-
cies” to make “the promotion of reli-
gious liberty an ongoing and urgent 
priority.” 
The bishops assigned special respon-

sibility for advancing religious free-
dom to several groups: 
– Those who hold public office must 

“protect and defend those fundamen-
tal liberties guaranteed by the Bill of 
Rights,” regardless of their political 
party. 
– Leaders of Catholic hospitals, 

universities, and social service agen-
cies “who may be forced to choose 
between the good works we do by 
faith, and fidelity to that faith itself” 
were encouraged to “hold firm, to 
stand fast and to insist upon what be-
longs to you by right as Catholics and 
Americans.” 
– Priests must offer “a catechesis on 

religious liberty suited to the souls 
in your care,” a responsibility that is 
shared with “writers, producers, art-
ists, publishers, filmmakers and blog-
gers employing all the means of com-
munications.” 
In addition to the “fortnight for free-

dom” from June 21 to July 4, the bish-
ops designated the Feast of Christ the 
King – Nov. 25 this year -- as “a day 
specifically employed by bishops and 
priests to preach about religious lib-
erty, both here and abroad.” 

SEEKING GRADE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
St. John Central Grade School in Bellaire, Ohio, the Diocese of 

Steubenville, is seeking a Principal for the 2012-2013 year. 
St. John’s has an enrollment of 130 students in grades PK-8. 
Qualifications: 
 Practicing Roman Catholic with an enthusiasm for his/her faith
 Certified in the State of Ohio --Master’s Degree preferred. 
To apply or request additional information please contact: 

Mr. Paul Ward, Director
Diocese of Steubenville - Office of Christian Formation and Schools

PO Box 969, 422 Washington Street, Steubenville OH 43952
pward@diosteub.org    •    (740)282-3631
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During the recent St. Gabriel 
Radio spirit drive, there was a 
short segment on lukewarm-
ness in regard to our faith. I was 
enjoying the sunny day with my 
car windows open as I made my 
way to Lancaster to visit Father 
Kessler and the folks of St. Ber-
nadette Church. As I was casually 
listening to a conversation on the 
topic of being lukewarm, a quote 
from C.S. Lewis made me stop 
and consider how easily one can 
become lukewarm.  Lewis said, 
“Christianity, if false, is of no im-
portance, and, if true, of infinite 
importance. The only thing it can-
not be is moderately important.”
In many aspects of our life, we 

like to live lukewarm or some-
where in the middle – between  
left and right, between hot and 
cold, and between a lot and a lit-
tle. For example, we like the ac-
complishment of making Sunday 
Mass on time and recharging our 
faithful batteries. We feel good 
and visit with a few friends after 
Mass, the family is happy in the 
car heading home, and we’re off 
to a quiet Sunday and a good start 
of the new week.  It’s just right, in 
the middle, lukewarm!  However, 
when it comes to our faith and our 
actions being in the middle, being 
lukewarm or thinking that things 

are “good ” weakens us. After all, 
practicing our faith beyond luke-
warm, to live as Jesus taught us, 
requires action on our part to be 
above being in the middle.
In my job, I am blessed that par-

ishes, ministries, schools, and 
priests share with me the good 
effects happening, as well as the 
needs, throughout our 23-county 
diocese. The Catholic Foundation 
recognizes these needs within our 
diocese and through the faithful, 
and is able to offer financial sup-
port to so many worthy Catholic 
organizations. However, we can’t 
stop at just knowing and support-
ing many. We must strive to go 
beyond, and this requires action 
on our part.
Last month, our board of trustees 

and staff traveled to Notre Dame 
High School in Portsmouth and 
was given a glimpse into the real-
life stories of needs in the Scioto 
County area – stories of families 
without a home, food, or shoes, 
and of children who go to school 
hungry and who are bullied. High 
school students presented us with 
a Power Point class project for 
which they went into the streets to 
meet the human face of those in 
need.  The students taught them-
selves about the needs in their 

community and made a profound 
statement to us: “This is our town 
and, through Christ, we are going 
beyond lukewarm in our genera-
tion.”  We could feel their com-
mitment to God’s call and were so 
impressed with them as the future 
of our Catholic faith.
As I reflect on that trip to Ports-

mouth, I ask myself “Am I be-
ing lukewarm in my actions?” 
So, then, the question remains, 
“As The Catholic Foundation, 
what are we together doing with 
our knowledge of these needs? 
How do we get the word out to 
the faithful that we are here to 
support and serve, to overcome 
lukewarmness?” We would love 
to hear from you, and together we 
will express that, as C.S. Lewis 
said, our faith is of infinite impor-
tance.
The Catholic Foundation pro-

vides a number of estate planning 
vehicles to make an impact in 
the lives of the Catholic commu-
nity. Please join us in overcoming 
lukewarm. Visit us at www.catho-
lic-foundation.org or “like” us on 
Facebook.
Brown is the president & CEO 

of The Catholic Foundation and 
a parishioner at St. Joseph Cathe-
dral in Columbus. 

ON A FIRM FOUNDATION

Lukewarm
By Loren Brown

OAKLAND NURSERY
VOTED BEST IN THE U.S.
Now is the best time to plan and 

design your landscape. Patios, pools, 
walk-ways, retaining walls, 

lawn sprinkler systems

268-3834

Since 1967

Plumbing, Drains & Boilers
614-299-7700

www.muetzel.com     OH Lic. #24318

SENIOR HEALTH CARE BY ANGELS
Our caring home companions help seniors live at 
home. Hygiene assistance, meals, housework, up 
to 24 hour care. Top references. Affordable rates.

VISITING ANGELS
“We Do Things 

Your Way” 614-538-1234
614-561-0075614-538-1234

SHERIDAN
FUNERAL HOME

222 S. COLUMBUS ST., LANCASTER
740-653-4633

 

 GEORGE J. IGEL & CO., INC.  
2040 ALUM CREEK DRIVE . COLUMBUS, OHIO 

614.445.8421 . www.igelco.com 

SITE DEVELOPMENT . EARTHWORK . UTILITIES . CONCRETE 
STABILIZATION . EARTH RETENTION . ROLLER COMPACTED CONCRETE 

 

FREE ROOF
INSPECTION !
Do you qualify 
for a new roof 

paid for by 
insurance?

The seventh-grade boys competitive basket-
ball team from Columbus St. James the Less 
School has completed an unbeaten 24-game 
season which included diocesan league and 
tournament championships. Team members 
are (from left): first row, Joseph Arnold, Land-
on Schmeitzel, Shaylin Waugh, Ryan Peaks, 
and Conner O’Keefe; second row, Omar Var-
gas, Mikie Kaylor, Andre Hawkins-White, and 
coach Mike Kaylor            

Photo courtesy St. James the Less School

ST. JAMES THE LESS 
BASKETBALL TEAM

UNBEATEN

Pray the Rosary
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LIVINGFaith
An Unquestioning, Joyful Offering

One of the greatest blessings of my job is that I have the 
opportunity to attend Mass on some mornings with the 
St. Matthew School children. I love hearing the homilies 
that our priests craft and preach specifically for the kids. 
I love the sound of their voices singing the hymns. I love 
seeing their faces as they receive the Eucharist. But by 
far my favorite part is the offertory procession, where a 
selected group of children bring the bread and the wine 
down the aisle to the priest. I’m frequently moved by this 
part of the Mass for its rich symbolism, with the procession 
representing our call to bring ALL that we are to the Lord, 
that we might unite our sacrifice to his sacrifice on the 
altar. But I’m particularly drawn to meditation as I see 
these children walk in procession with such giddiness and 
excitement to offer the gifts. Sometimes, they look shy and 
seem awkward, but most of the time, they walk feverishly 
towards the priest, with bright eyes filled with wonder at 
the GIFT of their participation in this offering. 

I remember the same type of experience at Mass on 
Sundays as a child. My brothers and I would fight over who 
got to put my parents’ collection envelope in the basket 
as it was passed down our row. There was something so 
honorable and so intriguing about that simple gesture. 
We wanted to offer something. We wanted to be able to 
contribute. We wanted to be fully invested in this ritual. 
And as I was thinking about these two things, I was drawn 
to such deep reflection as I contrasted the heart of these 
children with my own.

Though I’m not sure they realize it, I think that children 
respond in these ways out of something greater than 
simply wanting a job or seeking recognition. I think 
children understand the value of abandonment. I think 
they know, even with their limited understanding, that 
they are participating in something profound. I think their 
reaction speaks to what is so deeply ingrained in each of 

us--a desire to give ourselves fully to the Lord, a desire 
to offer what we have, what we bring, who we are, to 
the God who will transform that offering into something 
beautifully different. And I think that children have the 
ability to embrace this desire with unquestioning hearts 
and uncorrupted intentions. I don’t think there has ever 
been a child who, when placing a collection envelope in 
the basket, has pondered whether or not their parents gave 
enough money or questioned what that money would be 
used for. I don’t think there has ever been a child who has 
processed the bread and wine down the aisle questioning 
what would become of that gift.

And I long for my offering of self to be as unadulterated 
and untainted as this. I long for a heart that fearlessly 
offers all that I am to the Lord. I long to be a person who 
shamelessly brings my life to Christ, knowing that this 
offering is all he desires, is not beyond transformation, 
and is done for the benefit of my soul. Why, though, with 
this longing so deep that it hurts, do I so begrudgingly 
offer myself to the Lord? Why, after years of seeing that 
my abandonment leads to my fulfillment, do I still grasp 
so tightly to my own will? Why am I so questioning, so 
guarded, so ungenerous? 

The answer is: I’m afraid. Mostly, I’m afraid what he will 
ask of me or what he will do with my offering of self. I’m 
afraid that if I offer my income to Christ, he will ask me to 
give up extravagance so as to live simply. I’m afraid that 
if I offer Jesus my future, I will have to give up the life 
that I have come to comfortably love so much. I’m afraid 
that if I offer him the areas of my life that need healed, I 
will have to actually face some of the demons from my 
past for him to restore me. I’m afraid that if I bring to him 
my brokenness, that he will ask me to courageously stop 
turning to the glamour of sin and turn repentantly and 
sacrificially back to him.

But it is in this fear that I must ask the question “When 
has he ever let me down? When has my offering of self 
ever not led to something greater and more glorious? When 
has giving up control ever led me to feel enslaved? When 
has my will ever been better than his will for me?” Sirach 
2:10 says, “Study the generations long past and understand; 
has anyone hoped in the Lord and been disappointed? Has 
anyone called upon him and been rebuffed?” And I think we 
could continue this series of questions and ask “Has anyone 
ever emptied himself and not been filled by him? Has 
anyone ever offered herself and felt depleted or used? Have 
anyone ever abandoned themselves to Christ and found the 
love, mercy, peace, and joy he grants to be lacking?”

We know the answer to every one of these questions. But 
it’s the CHOOSING to acknowledge it that is hard. So, 
Jesus, we ask for grace to abandon ourselves to you. We ask 
for vision to see that your will for us is the way by which 
we are most satisfied, most fulfilled, and most loved, even 
if this way is trickled with suffering and sacrifice. May we 
firmly believe that “whatever happens to us through God’s 
will is always the best possible thing for us. God is not 
only good, very good, supremely good, but is only good. 
Therefore. his will is and must always be the best for us” 
(Father Bede Jarrett). In acknowledgment of this reality, 
we entrust ourselves to you--unreservedly, unquestionably, 
JOYFULLY. 

Megan Thompson is youth minister at Gahanna 
St. Matthew Church.  She posts her thoughts online at 
http://surrendertohislove.blogspot.com

By JUDY DICK
God’s infinite love surrounds us every 

day; however, we‘re usually so immersed 
in our daily selves that we seldom notice 
His presence in our lives.  But every once 
in a great while, God knocks us over the 
head with the preverbal two-by-four 
hoping for our attention  That is what 
happened this Easter 2012.

During Holy Week at Children’s Hospi-
tal, the doctors and nurses, (God’s earthy 
angels) had given sad news to a very lov-
ing mom and dad that their newborn little 
one had no chance of surviving.  Little 
to no time was left for them to hold their 
little one in their arms - one more MRI 
would be done on Monday, giving the 
parents a final Easter weekend with their 

daughter. The child would then be taken 
off the ventilator. The parents were being 
advised that there was no hope for their 
daughter.

Multiple prayers for the child were 
ascending to the Good Lord from his 
earthly family -- prayers by people who 
knew family members and by those who 
did not. One was for an Easter miracle, 
“Please, Lord! We live in a world that is 
filled with meanness and bitterness. We 
pray to you and we wonder ‘Do you hear 
us?’ I know we shouldn’t keep asking 
you for a sign … but so many are praying 
for this child. Just let us know you hear 
our supplications.”

And in Children’s Hospital, on this past 
Easter Sunday, the little one’s vent came 

undone!  The child began breathing on 
her own. Her vitals were stable.  She 
yawned, she stretched, and she opened 
her eyes. A regular crib was brought in.  
Her parents held their baby.  However, 
by Monday evening, one week after her 
birth, the little girl was losing ground. 
Family members were called in. On 
Tuesday, the baby was back in a special 
bed. 

On Wednesday, the parents were told 
that if she lived till Thursday, they could 
take her home and Hospice would be as-
sisting them, as there was nothing more 
anyone could do for their daughter.

On Friday, God’s little one was now 
home, in her own crib, taking a bottle 
and swinging in her own swing watch-

ing a mobile overhead. How long this 
child will stay with us, no one can say.  
Is her healing complete?   One of the 
grandmothers remarked when she first 
saw her new grandchild that the baby 
was surrounded with love. At the time, 
she was referring to our human love; 
later, she knew it was the love of the 
Heavenly Father  the love that He places 
in all of us, a love for us to share.

God heard the prayers for an Easter mir-
acle. God heard all the prayers – and He 
let us know that He does hear us. Our mir-
acle - another  miracle for Easter Sunday! 

Whatever else occurs is in His hands.
Judy Dick is a parishioner at St. John 

Neumann Church in Sunbury.

Our Easter Miracle

The Great Surrender
Megan Thompson



This April marks the 20th 
annual observance of Na-
tional Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month, proclaimed by 
Congress in 1983 so the na-
tion would have a time to 
raise awareness about child 
abuse and neglect and cre-
ate ways to protect children.
The Catholic Church in 

the United States has joined 
in this effort, with the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) Secre-
tariat of Child and Youth 
Protection compiling a 
number of resources for use this month and all year long.
The Diocese of Columbus Safe Environment Program helps 

this effort by making available information about the US-
CCB’s resources, answering inquiries about the diocese’s 
efforts to protect children, and providing Protecting God’s 
Children sessions.
Protecting God’s Children is a four-hour workshop admin-

istered by the National Catholic Risk Retention Group, com-
monly known as VIRTUS. It is required for all parish, school, 
and diocesan employees, including clergy and applicants 
for formation to the priesthood or the permanent diaconate, 
whether or not they have contact with young people in their 
jobs, and for every volunteer who works with diocesan or 
parish youth programs. 
Its purpose is to teach people the signs of possible child 

abuse, how to address situations before they escalate, and 
how to report suspected abuse. It’s not intended as a punish-
ment or an accusation against volunteers, but illustrates how 
adults must become part of the solution to stopping abuse.
Since 2002, nearly 40,000 people in the diocese have re-

ceived such training and have undergone fingerprinting and a 
background check, which also is required as part of the certi-
fication of employees and volunteers throughout the diocese 
under the safe environment program. Nationwide, more than 
two million people have done the same during that period.
In the Diocese of Columbus, the program is directed by 

Regina E. Quinn, safe environment consultant, who is part 
of the diocesan Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry. 
Her job is to coordinate programs mandated by the nation’s 
Catholic bishops in their 2002 Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People.
Quinn, who formerly was a prosecutor in the military and 

was in charge of investigating many child abuse cases, said 
the Protecting God’s Children program has expanded further 
into the community since the diocese hired her in 2009.
“Beginning in 2011, Bishop (Frederick) Campbell directed 

all diocesan Recreation Association officials to be compli-
ant with the Safe Environment Program,” she said. “We have 
trained people with the COSI On Wheels program, which fre-
quently visits Catholic schools. 
“We’ve also had a number of Protecting God’s Children ses-

sions with Capital University students who volunteer with 
the St. Vincent Family Center, and just completed a ses-
sion for 18 Ohio Dominican University students who may 

be doing student teaching in 
Catholic schools. All of this is 
part of our outreach to expand 
the program into the entire 
community, complying with 
the bishops’ mandate and at 
the same time making more 
people aware of the Catholic 
Church’s commitment to child 
protection.
“As we’ve been doing this, 

we’re finding that people’s 
awareness of possible child 
abuse situations or of things 
which might lead to abuse has 
increased exponentially. We’re 

getting phone calls from people to discuss certain situations 
before a problem arises. Many parishes have appointed some-
one who acts as a coordinator and a contact person related to 
child safety issues.
“People also are becoming more aware of little things 

and becoming more proactive in child protection matters, 
taking measures such as replacing frosted glass with clear 
glass on classroom windows to make activities in those 
rooms more visible.”
Quinn said that the issue of bullying has been a growing 

concern in schools in recent years, with several schools in 
the diocese offering various anti-bullying programs. VIR-
TUS has a bullying prevention program which discusses 
the warning signs that someone is either a bully or a target 
and looks at appropriate responses. The program may be ac-
cessed by those already registered on the VIRTUS website 
at www.virtus.org.
“VIRTUS revised its sessions a couple of years ago to 

address online issues such as cyberbullying,” Quinn said. 
“If you have taken the Protecting God’s Children program 
but haven’t visited the VIRTUS site in a while, I encourage 
you to look at it and continue your training with the newest 
information.”
She said that in response to comments on evaluations of the 

Protecting God’s Children program, her office, in conjunc-
tion with the diocesan Office of Religious Education and 
Catechesis,  also has put together an eight-page handout list-
ing resources related to child safety in a variety of media to 
encourage parents to talk to their children about the subject.
“People are recognizing that continuing education is an on-

going process. This has resulted in a much better understand-
ing over time of what the safe environment program is trying 
to do,” she said.
The diocesan Office of Social Concerns also is involved in 

efforts to combat child abuse. Since 2000, it has conducted 
a training program called “Calming the Storm,” which is 
designed to render all types of family violence unacceptable 
by means of education, influence, and behavior change. The 
half-day program is available for individual parishes and 
focuses on what parishes can do to promote a healthy fam-
ily atmosphere. 
“It provides parish and diocesan staff with the tools they 
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PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN: A MORAL OBLIGATION

Parenting is the most influential responsibility an 
adult undertakes in life. It is also the one job for 
which adults receive the least amount of training. 
Society expects parents to know what to do, to al-
ways take appropriate actions, and to behave daily 
in a manner that provides a wonderful role model 
for their children. However, society does not provide 
parents the tools and skills they need to live up to 
these expectations.
The National Catholic Risk Retention Group, Inc., 

provides parents with the following information 
to help protect children from sexual abuse. It was 
prepared for the group’s Protecting God’s Children 
program, which is required for all employees and 
volunteers in the Diocese of Columbus who deal 
with children.
The first step to protecting children from sexual abuse is 

educating parents about the nature of  the problem. Aware-
ness about child sexual abuse, what it is, and who commits 
it, opens the door to some simple steps parents can take to 
protect children. 
No one has more at stake or a more vested interest in pro-

tecting children than the people who gave them life. Aware-
ness, education, and responsible parenting give a child the 
best tools for his or her defense, and the child may be more 
likely to tell an adult if  something happens.
The first of  two centerpiece videos, “A Time to Protect God’s 

Children,” presents an accurate, clear, and effective introduc-
tion to the subject of  child sexual abuse. Awareness usually 
gives rise to the question “What can I do?” The second video, 
“A Plan to Protect God’s Children,” trains adults to recognize 
some of  the primary symptoms of  child sexual abuse and 
what to do if  a child reports abuse.
Parents need practical advice. Parents bear the primary re-

sponsibility for the safety and well-being of  their children. 
Here are some practical actions that parents can take to help 
protect their children from sexual abuse:
(1) By virtue of  their physical size, adults have power over 

children, and that increases a child’s vulnerability. For ex-
ample, parents and other authority figures teach children to 
“obey adults.” When children hear this message, they may 
interpret it to mean that all adults have the authority to tell 
all children what to do, all the time. If  this is a child’s interpre-
tation, then the message has created additional vulnerability 
for the child. Yet some simple, common-sense steps can help 
minimize a child’s vulnerability. For example: 
Do NOT insist that children hug or kiss relatives or friends. 

Let children express affection on their own terms.
Let children know that their feelings are important to you. 

Intervene if  you notice that your child is uncomfortable doing 
something that another adult asks him or her to do. 
Let the child know that you will protect him or her from this 

discomfort. That doesn’t necessarily mean that you should let 
children off  the hook when it comes to doing their chores or 

cleaning up a mess they’ve made.
(2) Learn to recognize and take advantage of  teachable mo-

ments with children. Be willing to openly discuss sensitive 
issues. The American Academy of  Pediatrics recommends the 
following age-appropriate conversations with children:
From ages 18 months to 3 years: begin teaching children the 

proper names for all body parts.
Ages 3 to 5: teach children about private body parts and 

how to say “No” to anyone who touches them in a way that 
makes them feel uncomfortable. Give them direct answers to 
questions about sex.
Ages 5 to 8: talk about good touches and bad touches, and 

safety away from home.
Ages 8 to 12: focus on personal safety issues.
Ages 13 to 18: discuss issues such as rape, date rape, HIV, 

other sexually transmitted diseases, and unintended preg-
nancy. There also are professionals in the community who can 
provide assistance with forming age-appropriate responses 
to children’s questions and concerns. Remember, regardless 
of  the child’s age, take advantage of  teachable moments.
(3) Games are a great way to reinforce the lessons you teach 

your children about safety issues. For example, children are 
always asking parents “What if?” Using this same game, par-
ents can raise their own concerns and encourage their chil-
dren to think and make decisions relying on the lessons they 
have learned.
(4) Teach children to say “Stop it” to instructions that might 

encourage them to do things that they really do not want to 
do. Reinforce the rule that children should say “Stop it” to 
requests or demands that make them uncomfortable, even 
if  they think they should obey. A discussion of  these rules 
can teach a child that there are some times when it is OK to 
go along with the instructions. Everything hinges on context. 

ADVICE TO 
PARENTS

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
adopted a charter and norms for the 
protection of children and young people 
in June 2002. Every year since then, each 
diocese in the nation has undergone a 
yearly audit of its compliance to programs 
designed to prevent child sex abuse, and 
in each of those years, the Diocese of 
Columbus has been found to be complaint 
with the charter in all respects.
“The auditing and child protection 

processes we conduct allow us to show 
that the promises made by our Holy Father 
and the nation’s bishops in response to 
the devastating reports in 2002 related to 
sexual abuse by priests in the United States 
have been kept,” said Deacon Tom Berg Jr., 
diocesan vice chancellor, who coordinates 
efforts to comply with the charter.
“The scandals of 2002 were extremely 

painful for the Church, but the most 
important thing is that we learned a great 
deal from them and are moving forward 
in ensuring the protection of children and 
the compassionate treatment of victims 
of abuse.”
The annual audits are on a three-year cycle, 

with the diocese auditing itself in two of the 
three years and on-site audits conducted 
in the third year by StoneBridge Business 
Partners of Rochester, N.Y. 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops hired StoneBridge as the auditing 
organization for the three fiscal years ending 
June 30, 2013, replacing the Boston-based 
Gavin Group, which had been conducting 
the audits since 2002. The most recent on-
site audit for the Diocese of Columbus took 
place in 2010, with the next one scheduled 
next year.
“We’ve received great cooperation from 

nearly every diocese in the country on the 
audits,” said James Marasco, director of 
StoneBridge. 
“They’ve put an awful lot of time, 

resources, and money into their efforts to 
ensure compliance with the charter on a 
daily basis. It is our hope that with our 
help, the Catholic Church in the United 
States may continue to restore the trust of 
the faithful and heal the wounds caused 
by abuse.”
The diocese audits individual parishes on 

the same three-year cycle. Those audits 
are conducted by either Deacon Berg or 
Regina Quinn, diocesan safe environment 
coordinator.
“The purpose of these audits is not to play 

a game of ‘Gotcha,’ but to find out what 
each parish and school are doing and what 
kind of help they need,” Deacon Berg said. 
“The worst thing that can happen to a parish 
or school because of an audit is that we find 
some problems occasionally and work with 
the parishes to resolve the matters, but for 
the most part, parishes are doing very well.”
All diocesan policies and procedures 

related to sexual abuse of minors are 
reviewed by a board which meets once 
a year.  
In addition, the board is called together 

when an allegation is made against a 
clergy member. It advises the bishop 
about the credibility of the allegation so 
he can make a fully informed decision 
in response.
Most board members are laypeople not 

employed by the diocese. Attorney John 
Kulewicz is chairman. The other members 
are Mitchell Brown, Columbus public 
safety director; Dominic Cavello, principal 
of Columbus St. Charles Preparatory 
School; Dr. Paula Compton of the Ohio 
Board of Regents; Linda Day-Mackessy 
of the YMCA of Central Ohio; Dr. Juanita 
Murawski of the Ohio State University 
Medical Center; Father Paul Noble, 
diocesan vocations director; Mrs. Mary 
Ginn Ryan; and Dr. Kathleen Wodarcyk, a 
Westerville pediatrician.
The charter and norms adopted 10 years ago 

by the nation’s bishops are a comprehensive 
set of procedures for addressing allegations 
of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy. 
They serve as particular law for the Church 
in the United States and include guidelines 
for reconciliation, healing, accountability, 
and prevention of future acts of abuse.  
These documents also include measures 

for making prompt and effective response 
to allegations, cooperating with civil 
authorities, disciplining offenders, and 
creating a safe environment for children 
and young people.

DIOCESE COMPLIES WITH CHARTER FOR 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

See PREVENTION, Page 12 See ADVICE, Page 12

See CHARTER, Page 13
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need for identification, appropri-
ate intervention, and prevention of 
family violence,” said its coordina-
tor, Erin Cordle. “Strong, healthy, 
safe families are the backbone 
of our society. I am so pleased at 
our efforts as Church to support 
families by making violence in the 
home unacceptable.”
The diocese’s Office of Mar-

riage and Family Life, directed 
by Stephanie Jenemann, is pro-
moting a pledge of nonviolence 
which includes versions for the 
family, the school, and the class-
room. Each version is based on 
the goals of respecting self and 
others; communicating better; lis-
tening; forgiving; respecting na-
ture; playing creatively; and be-
ing courageous. 
Those who take the pledge prom-

ise to check themselves once a 
month for a year on how they are 

following those ideals. Each school 
in the diocese has been sent a copy 
of the pledge, which originated 
with the national organization Par-
ents for Peace and Justice, and has 
been asked to consider adopting it 
as part of the curriculum. 
If you suspect child abuse or ne-

glect is occurring, there are several 
ways to report it. In cases of a clear 
and immediate emergency, dial 
911. In non-emergency situations, 
contact the law enforcement agen-
cy or public children services agen-
cy (PCSA) in the county where the 
child and his or her parent, guard-
ian, or custodian reside or where 
the incident occurred. 
To find the phone number and 

location of the PCSA, go to http://
jfs.ohio.gov/County/cntydir.stm 
The diocesan safe environment 

program’s website, www.cdeduca-
tion.org/oym/safe/add.htm, also 

lists children services agencies by 
county.  
Information needed in making a 

report includes the name and ad-
dress of the child you suspect is be-
ing abused or neglected; the age of 
the child; the name and address of 
the parents or caretakers; the name 
of the suspected abuser and the ad-
dress, if available, and the reason 
abuse or neglect is suspected.
People reporting such suspicions 

can do so anonymously, if they 
prefer. Names of people providing 
information will not be given to a 
suspected abuser.
“If you don’t have all this infor-

mation but think abuse or neglect is 
occurring, report what you know,” 
Quinn said. “Law enforcement and 
children services agencies will de-
termine if there is enough informa-
tion to investigate.”

PREVENTION, continued from Page 10

Parents must teach their children to discern be-
tween  appropriate  and  inappropriate  requests.
For example, it is appropriate to follow the in-

struction to “be nice,” as long as the instruction 
is within an appropriate context, such as “Be 
nice and don’t throw things at the other chil-
dren.” But tell children it’s OK to disobey this 
request if, for example, someone says “Be nice 
and take off your clothes.”
(5) Know where children spend their time. Get 

to know the adults who show up at the various 
locations in the community where children gath-
er and where they play together. Be wary of any 
adult who seems more interested in creating a 
relationship with a child than with other adults. 
Pay attention when an adult seems to single out 
a particular child for a relationship or for special 
attention. Warning signs include treats, gifts, va-
cations or other special favors offered only to 
one specific child.
(6) Make unannounced visits to the child’s 

nursery, babysitter, day care center, or school. 
When choosing a nursery, day care center, or 
school, make sure that there are no areas where 
children play or work that are “off limits” to 
parents. Taking these actions raises awareness 
among caregivers and reinforces the responsi-
bility they have for the safety of the children in 
their charge.
(7) Find out if the child’s school or church re-

ligious education programs include a sex abuse 
prevention curriculum. If not, volunteer to be on 
a committee to establish such a program. Work 
with teachers to review available programs and 
make recommendations to school administra-
tors. Talk with other parents about supporting 
the addition of child sexual abuse prevention 
material to existing child safety programs.
Do NOT allow a child to go alone on “vaca-

tion” with any adult other than the child’s parent.
Do NOT allow a child to spend the night alone 

with any adult other than the child’s parent or 
another safe adult.
Except in the case of a serious emergency, do 

NOT allow a child to travel alone, even for a 
very short distance, with any adult other than the 
child’s parent or another safe adult. You should 
also prohibit children from accepting expensive 
gifts from an adult, particularly if one child is 
singled out for special attention.
Parents can make an important difference. 

However, without a supporting organization to 
help bring together a community’s resources, 
experts, and commitment, parents are limited 
in their ability to impact community-wide child 
abuse prevention. 
The church can join with parents to build a so-

ciety where children are no longer at risk of be-
ing sexually abused, where those who have been 
victimized can find the resources and courage to 
heal, and where all people live together in lov-
ing, supportive relationships.            

ADVICE, continued from Page 11

Holy Spirit’s Lent Project
Fourth-graders at Columbus Holy Spirit School show items their class collected for senior citi-
zens and victims of domestic violence, in cooperation with Catholic Social Services and the 
parish social concerns committee, as part of a schoolwide project for Lent. The items included 
coffeemakers, toasters, dishes and silverware, bedding and pillows, cleaning supplies, and 
much more                                                                                                    Photo courtesy Holy Spirit School
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CHARTER, continued from Page 11

The Catholic Foundation seeks a Vice Presi-
dent of Marketing and Communications to 
promote its awareness throughout the 23 
counties of the Diocese of Columbus.
The essential duties of the position include 

designing, developing and implementing a comprehensive 
marketing program and internal and external communica-
tions plan. This includes developing, writing and producing 
all print and electronic communications, including the annual 
report, newsletters, marketing materials, announcements, 
website, social media and advertising. The position is also re-
sponsible for coordinating and promoting Foundation events, 
serving as a liaison of the Foundation, and developing and 
supervising the Foundation internship program.
The ideal applicant must have an understanding of Catholic 

stewardship and philanthropy, the ability to work and support 
as part of a team, excellent communication skills and flex-
ibility to adapt to the changing needs of the position. The 
candidate must possess a Bachelor’s degree in marketing or a 
closely related field with a minimum of 10 years experience. 
The candidate must possess excellent computer technology 
and application skills including Windows, Office and the abil-
ity to produce and coordinate marketing pieces as needed.
Background screening and completion of the VIRTUS “Pro-

tecting God’s Children” course are required. Salary is com-
mensurate with experience and a comprehensive benefits 
package is provided.
Qualified candidates should send cover letter, resume, three 

references and salary requirements by April 30, 2012 to 
Admincf@Catholic-Foundation.org

VICE PRESIDENT OF 
MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Catholic Foundation

All audited dioceses have codes of 
conduct spelling out what is acceptable 
behavior.  These codes serve to let 
people know what behaviors are and are 
not accepted, as well as what behavior 
can be expected.
All dioceses have victim assistance 

coordinators, assuring victims that 
they will be heard.  In the Diocese of 
Columbus, Msgr. Stephan J. Moloney 
fulfills this role and can be contacted at 
the Chancery Office, (614) 224-2251.
The diocese will provide appropriate, 

just, and pastoral care for anyone who 
has suffered the crime of sexual abuse of 
a minor at the hands of diocesan clergy 
or church employees or volunteers. It 
will report any and all allegations of 
abuse reported to it to the appropriate 
authorities and will cooperate fully 

with the authorities.
Anyone who wishes to report such an 

allegation or needs pastoral or clinical 
care to begin or continue the process 
of healing from such abuse should call 
Msgr. Moloney,  
Regardless of when the abuse 

occurred, a cleric against whom there is 
an established or admitted act of child 
sexual abuse is permanently removed 
from ministry.  There is no statute of 
limitations for removing a cleric who 
has sexually abused a minor from 
public ministry in the Catholic Church.
Dioceses report allegations of sexual 

abuse of a minor to the civil authorities.  
The charter and norms require that all 
dioceses be open and transparent with 
civil authorities regarding any and all 

cases of sexual abuse.  Parishes affected 
by abuse are informed openly, honestly, 
and compassionately of allegations and 
efforts for healing and reconciliation 
are undertaken.
Bishops communicate with each other 

on a regular basis to ensure a cleric 
who committed an act of sexual abuse 
is not transferred to another diocese.  
To ensure open communication 
between religious orders and bishops, 
a representative from the Conference 
of Major Superiors of Men serves on 
the U.S. bishops’ Committee for the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People. 
Recognizing the importance of ongoing 

formation, bishops are committing time 
and resources to continued formation 
programs of chastity, celibacy, and 
human formation for clerics.
Msgr. Moloney, diocesan vicar general 

and pastor of Columbus Immaculate 
Conception Church, has been victim 
assistance coordinator for the Diocese 
of Columbus since the bishops’ charter 
created the position in 2002.  He said he 
views the position mainly as a pastoral 
role.
“A person who has been abused by 

someone in the Church has tremendous 
emotional and spiritual needs. I meet 
with them and let them tell me what has 
happened to them,” he said.
“If they are making new allegations, 

these have to be responded to. We report 
them to the proper legal authorities and 
begin an investigation of our own. If it 
involves someone still serving in active 
ministry, we have to investigate the 
person being accused and place him on 
leave while the investigation continues.
“Many of the people I have dealt with 

have reported abuse by people who are 
no longer in the ministry, are deceased, 

or are additional victims of known 
abusers removed from the ministry. The 
important thing is to make sure people 
receive the assistance they need.
“Usually, this involves some type of 

therapy or counseling. The diocese will 
refer them to a qualified counselor, or 
they may have a counselor or therapist 
of their own choice. The diocese covers 
the cost of their treatment for as long as 
it may be needed.
“We also discuss with these individuals 

their other needs. Sometimes they 
have financial difficulties and we offer 
assistance there as well.
“The diocese will continue to do 

everything possible to reach out and 
assist those who have been harmed in 
the past.”
Msgr. Moloney said that in 2011, 

the diocese assisted 17 abuse victims. 
He said the diocese spent $68,803.78 
last year on therapy for victims and 
$74,087.70 on additional support for 
them, as well as $16,897.08 on child 
protection efforts.
Since 2002, five priests in the Diocese 

of Columbus have been removed from 
ministry because of credible allegations 
against them. No such allegations 
were made against any current 
diocesan priest this past year. The only 
allegations which surfaced in the past 
year had to do with deceased priests or 
those already removed from ministry, 
Msgr. Moloney said.
The victim assistance program prints 

an announcement four times each year 
in the Catholic Times to remind people 
of its services. It has a confidential, 
24-hour toll-free telephone number 
– 1-866-448-0217 – dedicated 
exclusively to its use. The program 
also may be contacted by email at 
helpisavailable@colsdioc.org.

  The diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting has 
scheduled “jump start” workshops to help Boy and 
Girl Scouts get started on meeting requirements for 
11 Scouting-related Catholic religious awards, so 
they can get all or most of  the necessary work com-
pleted during the summer.
 The workshops will be from 6:30 to 8:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 25, at Knights of  Columbus Co-
shocton Council 994’s hall, 250 S. 11th St., and at the 
same time Wednesday, May 9, in the activity center 
of  Plain City St. Joseph Church, 670 W. Main St. A 
workshop also will take place in Columbus at a site 
and time to be determined. 
  Tables will be set up with counselors for each of  
the awards, who will provide an overview, along with  

tips on getting the most out of  each program. As time 
allows, participants will be able to begin working on 
all or part of  one or more activity requirements. 
 Information will be available on the following 
awards: for Girl Scouts: Family of  God, I Live My Faith, 
Marian Medal, and Spirit of  Life; for Cub Scouts: Light 
of  Christ and Parvuli Dei; for Boy Scouts: Ad Altare 
Dei and Pope Pius XII; and for all young people and 
adults: Rosary Patch, Pope John Paul I Patch, and 
Footsteps of  American Saints patches.
  For more details on the religious emblem programs, 
go to www.cdeducation/org/oym/scouts.htm. Infor-
mation on the emblems or on the workshops also 
is available from Chuck Lamb at (614) 882-7806 or 
chucklamb007@aol.com.

Scouting Awards Workshops



Acts 3:13-15,17-19
1 John 2:1-5a 
Luke 24:35-48

In the Acts reading, Peter makes the ancestral 
God (“the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers”) re-
sponsible for glorifying “his servant Jesus.” Peter 
blames all the people, who had gathered around 
after he had healed a cripple in the name of Jesus 
(Acts 3:1-9), for handing Jesus over to Pilate and 
for denying him before Pilate. “You … asked that 
a murderer be released to you” (Luke 23:13-20) 
refers to the Barabbas incident. Peter calls them 
“brothers” while blaming them for denying “the 
Holy and Righteous One.”
Peter then acknowledges that they had acted out of 

ignorance, along with “their” leaders: “The author 
of life you put to death.” He concludes by urging 
them to repent and be converted, “that your sins 
may be wiped away.” Peter says that these resi-
dents of Jerusalem and their leaders acted out of 

ignorance, but, ignorance notwithstanding, God al-
lowed his Christ to suffer, as the prophets before-
hand had announced. Their ignorance then ought to 
lead to repentance and forgiveness now.
Their ignorance was of his messianic identity, as 

well as of his divine origins and nature. Only Luke 
offers such an explanation, as when Jesus prays 
from the cross: “Father, forgive them for they know 
not what they are doing (Luke 23:34).” There, he 
could have meant the Roman soldiers who were 
executing him, or the chief priests, the others. In 
Acts 13:27, Paul says “the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem and their leaders failed to recognize him,” but 
those also are Luke’s words as the author of Acts. 
So generally, the attribution of ignorance on the 
part of the Jews is a theme of Luke. 
The rest of the New Testament is not so kind on 

the issue of Jewish guilt in the death of Jesus. It is 
especially brutal and widespread in the writings at-
tributed to John, which Christian readers need to be 
aware of when reading these parts of the New Tes-
tament. By the time the New Testament was writ-
ten, its writers were no longer interested in “ecu-
menical” sensitivity. But for the sake of Christ, we 
need to be.  
Peter first reaches out to the Jews of Jerusalem 

(He calls them “Fellow Israelites” at the beginning 
of the speech in 3:12) to offer them the chance to 
repent and be converted. Repentance and conver-
sion that lead to the forgiveness of sins are the ap-
propriate responses to discovery of the risen Christ 
in every age.
In the Gospel, Jesus greeted the assembled dis-

ciples in peace. Many of them were hesitant to be-
lieve it was Jesus, who offered his hands and feet as 
proof that it was him. His desire to eat was one more 
proof, because he always enjoyed eating somebody 
else’s food. But it was not until he “opened their 
minds” to understand the Scriptures that they came 
to believe. Thus, we pray always that Christ open 
our minds to understand the Scriptures. 
As with the Acts reading, so here the discovery 

of Jesus as the risen Christ leads to preaching the 
forgiveness of sins in his name “to all the nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem.” That is precisely what 
Peter was doing in Acts, and the basis for it was this 
ending in Luke. If nothing else, Luke was a careful 
writer, balancing the Gospel and everything in it 
with Acts and everything in it. 
The words from 1 John remind us how starkly 

he writes. One cannot say “I know Christ” but not 
keep his commandments. That one is a liar. Who-
ever keeps the word of Jesus is sure to see the love 
of God perfected in him.     
Father Lawrence Hummer, pastor at Chillicothe 

St. Mary, can be  reached at hummerl@stmarychilli-
cothe.com.   
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The Weekday Bible Readings
MONDAY

Acts 6:8-15 
Psalm 119:23-24,26-27,29-30

John 6:22-29

TUESDAY
Acts 7:51-8:1a 

Psalm 31:3cd-4,6ab,7b,8a,17,21ab
John 6:30-35

WEDNESDAY
1 Peter 5:5b-14 

Psalm 89:2-3,6-7,16-17
Mark 16:15-20

THURSDAY
Acts 8:26-40 

Psalm 66:8-9,16-17,20
John 6:44-51

FRIDAY
Acts 9:1-20 

Psalm 117:1-2
John 6:52-59

SATURDAY
Acts 9:31-42 

Psalm 116:12-17
John 6:60-69

Discovery of the risen Christ brings repentance
Third Sunday of Easter (Cycle B)

Father
Lawrence L. Hummer

DIOCESAN WEEKLY RADIO AND 
TELEVISION MASS SCHEDULE

WEEK OF APRIL 22, 2012

SUNDAY MASS
10:30 a.m. Mass from Columbus St. Joseph Cathe-

dral on St. Gabriel Radio (820 AM), Columbus, and 
at www.stgabrielradio.com.

Mass with the Passionist Fathers at 
7 a.m. on WHIZ-TV, Channel 18, Zanesville, and 7:30 
a.m. on WWHO-TV (the CW), Channel 53, Colum-

bus. Check local cable systems for WHIZ’s and 
WWHO’s cable channel listings.

 Mass from Our Lady of the Angels Monastery, 
Birmingham, Ala., at 8 a.m. on EWTN (Time Warner 

Channel 385, Insight Channel 382, 
or WOW Channel 378)  

(Encores at noon, 7 p.m., and midnight).
 Mass from Kenton Immaculate Conception Church 

at 10 a.m. on Time Warner Cable 
Channel 6 (Hardin County). 

Mass from Portsmouth St. Mary Church at noon on 
Time Warner Channel 24  in Scioto County.

DAILY MASS
8 a.m.,  Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in 

Birmingham, Ala. (Encores at noon, 7 p.m. and 
midnight) See EWTN above; and on I-Lifetv (Chan-
nel 113 in Ada, Logan, Millersburg, Murray City and 
Washington C.H.; Channel 125 in Marion, Newark, 

Newcomerstown and New Philadelphia; and Chan-
nel 207 in Zanesville); 8 p.m., St. Gabriel Radio 

(820 AM), Columbus, and at 
www.stgabrielradio.com.

We pray Week III, Seasonal Proper
 of the Liturgy of the Hours

Drew Harig, 14, a freshman 
at Jonathan Alder High School 
and a member of  Plain City St. 
Joseph Church, has achieved 
the rank of  Eagle Scout, the 
highest rank in Boy Scouts. 
Drew, a member of  Plain City 
Troop 90, was formally pre-
sented the Eagle Scout award 
at a court of  honor on Satur-
day, March 31. His Eagle Scout 
project involved filling 54 
backpacks with school sup-
plies and distributing them 
to Monroe and Plain City 
elementary schools, Canaan 
Middle School, and Jonathan 
Alder Junior High School. He 
planned the project, raised 
funds, and directed assembly 
of  the filled backpacks. Drew 
joins his brother Kyle as an 
Eagle Scout.

DREW HARIG OF PLAIN CITY 
EARNS EAGLE SCOUT RANK

April 22, 2012                                                              Catholic Times 15

Philip II, China and the Great Catholic What-If
History being linear, “What if ...?” is an unanswerable 

question—but always a fascinating one. What if 
George Washington had failed in New York in the early 
days of the American revolution and the rebellion had 
been crushed? What if Lee had heeded Longstreet, 
won Gettysburg, and then taken Washington, thus 
ending the Civil War and achieving Confederate 
independence? What if Charles Lindbergh had been 
the Republican candidate in 1940 and had defeated 
FDR? What if Bush vs. Gore had been decided 
differently in 2000? 
 “What if …?” questions involve more than politics, 

of course. What if the apostles had turned right rather 
than left on leaving the Holy Land, so that Christianity 
was first “inculturated” in a civilization (India) lacking 
the Greek principle of non-contradiction: Could the 
Church have developed a doctrinal architecture if 
Christianity had first been planted in a culture where 
something could both “be” and “not be”? 
 Then there is the great “What if ...?” involving 

Christianity and China, of which I’ve only become 
aware, thanks to a November 2011 lecture by the 
distinguished historian Hugh Thomas, published in 
the March 2012 issue of the British journal Standpoint. 
 Lord Thomas said a combination of Spanish 

conquistadors and missionaries, led by a remarkable 
character named Lopez de Legazpi, proposed to 
use the new Spanish colony of the Philippines as 
the launch pad for a Spanish and Christian takeover 
of China—an ambition they styled la empresa de 
China, “the China Project.” The “’project” fired the 
imaginations of Legazpi’s successors, who pressed 
the Spanish monarch, Philip II, for permission to bring 

China under Spanish control. Philip, whom Hugh 
Thomas styles “the Great Procrastinator,” dithered, 
being preoccupied with rebellion in the Spanish 
Netherlands, and eventually cooled to the idea. 
 True to the original Ignatian charism, the fires of 

evangelical (and political) ambition were rekindled by 
a Jesuit, Alonso Sanchez, who went to China in 1582 
and returned to the Philippines determined to revive 
la empresa de China. It would not be a walkover, 
Father Sanchez conceded. But he thought 8,000 men 
and 12 galleons could do the job. 
 And what a job it would be. For Sanchez and his 

supporters imagined a China filled with Christian 
universities and monasteries as well as Spanish 
forts, a China in which the Spaniards would 
intermarry with Chinese women (“serious, honest, 
retiring … and usually of great grace, beauty, and 
discretion”) to form a new mestizo race that would 
be thoroughly Catholic, and from whose numbers 
the Gospel would then come (along with Spanish 
hegemony, of course) to India, Southeast Asia, 
Borneo, the Moluccas, and Sumatra. 
 Yet the Great Procrastinator in the Escorial continued 

to procrastinate, and the defeat of the Invincible 
Armada by Howard and Drake in 1588 gave Philip II 
even more reason to dither about schemes of conquest 
and conversion in the Far East. Eventually, as Lord 
Thomas concludes, “nothing was done.” The plan was 
never rejected. Philip II simply let it die of inattention, 
as consummate bureaucrats know how to do. 
 But what if Philip had forged ahead—and 

succeeded? In the 1990 encyclical Redemptoris 
Missio (The Mission of the Redeemer), John Paul II, 
noting that the great failure of Christian mission in 
the first two millennia had been in east Asia, urged 
that the mission ad gentes (the mission to the nations) 
be focused on Asia in the third millennium. But what 
if China had been evangelized in the 17th century 
and had subsequently developed a vibrant form of 
Catholicism that blended the best of European and 
Chinese talents and personalities? Might the mission 
ad gentes, in the third millennium, be one in which 
this Euro-Asian Catholicism re-evangelized the 
religiously arid societies of old Europe? Might we be 
speculating about a Chinese pope, not as something 
fantastic, but as something obvious?
 Hugh Thomas is old-fashioned enough to lament a 

lost religious, cultural, and geopolitical opportunity: 
“Christianity did not, alas, become the dominant 
religion of China, as it had become in New Spain.” 
“What if it had?” merits a moment’s speculation.  
 George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of 

the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, 
D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver 
Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the 
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

THE CATHOLIC
DIFFERENCE
George Weigel

Nearly 250 people attended the premiere of  “The Heart of the Passion: The Way 
to Calvary,” a dramatic presentation of the Passion story as told by its participants, 
on Palm Sunday, April 1, at Columbus Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church. The 
crowd exceeded expectations, leading to plans to repeat the production next year. 
Among those in featured roles were Joe Bigler (Jesus), Char Forrest (Jewish woman), 
Joanna Haney (Mary Magdalene), Lori Cardamone (Veronica), Ron Forrest (John), Cheyl 
Shroyer (the Blessed Mother), Gabe Shroyer and Ben Shroyer (Roman soldiers), and 
Patrick Shroyer (centurion).                        Photo courtesy Our Lady of  the Miraculous Medal Church

PASSION PLAYThe annual Red Mass for attorneys and all those engaged in the justice 
professions will take place at 5:15 p.m. Thursday, May 3, at Columbus 
St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St. Bishop Frederick Campbell will 
be principal celebrant and Msgr. Stephan Moloney, diocesan vicar gen-
eral, will be the homilist.

The Thomas More Society, a group of Catholic legal professionals, 
sponsors the Red Mass, which brings colleagues together in prayer un-
der the guidance of the Holy Spirit for strength and recommitment to 
the highest principles of the legal and justice professions for the good 
of all people.  

This is probably the only occasion when those gathered have the op-
portunity to witness all three branches of government together at prayer. 
The Mass focuses on members of the judicial branch, but representa-
tives of the legislative and executive branches also are in attendance. 
Members of all faith traditions are invited.

The Red Mass, named for the vestments worn by the clergy to reflect 
the liturgical color for the Holy Spirit, is a European tradition which 
was introduced into the United States in 1928 and today is celebrated 
throughout the nation.  Presidents, Supreme Court justices, and rep-
resentatives and senators from Congress are among the distinguished 
guests who have participated in this tradition.

Annual Red Mass
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Pray for our dead
Captain Nicholas J. Rozanski
Funeral Mass for Ohio National 

Guard Capt. Nicholas J. Rozanski, 
36, who died Wednesday, April 4, 
in combat in Afghanistan, was held 
Wednesday, April 18, at Powell St. 
Joan of Arc Church. Burial was at 
Dublin Cemetery.
Rozanski and two other Ohio Na-

tional Guard soldiers died when a sui-
cide bomber detonated explosives in 
a park near the northern Afghanistan 
city of Maimanah. Ten others in the 
park were killed. Four Ohio National 
Guard soldiers and one Washington 
National Guard soldier were wounded 
in the attack.
The soldiers were delivering equip-

ment to allow radio stations and oth-
ers to receive American-led coalition 
broadcasts, said Col. James Perry, 
commander of the Guard’s 37th In-
fantry Brigade Combat Team. They 
belonged to a smaller unit within the 
37th – the 1st Battalion of the 148th 
Infantry Regiment.
“Unfortunately, this incident had to 

occur to remind us that we are in a 
war zone, that we do have to keep our 
guard up,” Perry said. “The brigade 
will never forget” the three soldiers 
killed in the blast, he added. 
“It was a very deep cut in our forces 

emotionally,” said the Guard’s ad-
jutant general, Maj. Gen. Deborah 
Ashenhurst, who was in Afghani-
stan at the time and escorted the 
three soldiers’ remains back to the 
United States. Gov. John Kasich or-
dered flags at state facilities in Frank-
lin County to be flown at half staff 
on Monday, April 9, in their honor. 
“I’m saddened by the tragic loss of 
these soldiers, and my family extends 
our prayers and deepest condolences 
to their families, friends, and fellow 
Guard members,” he said.  
About 2,500 members of the brigade 

from Ohio and several hundred more 
from Michigan were deployed late last 
year to Afghanistan with a primary 
mission of helping to train that na-
tion’s security forces. It was the larg-
est Ohio National Guard deployment 
since World War II.
Rozanski’s wife, Jennifer, said he 

had a long family history in the mili-
tary. His youngest brother, Alex, was a 
member of the Columbus-based Lima 

Company, 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine 
Regiment when it lost 23 members in 
2005. His father, Jan, is a former Dub-
lin mayor and served in the Army in 
the late 1960s.
His mother, Pamela Mitchell, said he 

cared about the soldiers he command-
ed and went out of his way to make 
their parents feel comfortable about 
the troops’ safety.
He graduated in 1994 from Dublin 

High School, where he played soccer, 
and received a bachelor of arts degree 
in communications in 1999 from The 
Ohio State University. He joined the 
Guard in 2003 and had been deployed 
to Kosovo in 2004 and to Kuwait and 
Iraq in 2007. 
In his civilian life, he worked for the 

Defense Logistics Agency at Defense 
Supply Center Columbus. He coached 
youth soccer for nearly 15 years for 
Ohio FC and the Eagles Soccer Club, 
and was an avid runner who had com-
pleted three marathons.
Survivors include his father and step-

mother, Jan and Jan Rozanski; his 
mother, Pamela Mitchell; his wife, 
Jennifer (Schiller); daughters, Emma 
and Anna; brothers, Keith (Christy) 
and Alex (Melissa); and stepbrother, 
Brent (Kelsey) Walton.  

BRITTAN, James B., formerly of Columbus, 
April 16
  St. William the Abbot Church, Seaford, N.Y.

COVENEY, Anne R., 80, April 10
  St. Agatha Church, Columbus

DeLOZIER, Florence, 82, April 10
  St. James the Less Church, Columbus

EVERSON, Elizabeth A., 77, April 10
  St. Matthew Church, Columbus

FRITSCH, Dionna M., 40, April 12
  Church of the Ascension, Johnstown

HEAD, Walter C., 88, March 31
  Church of the Atonement, Crooksville

HILDEBRAND, Verna M., 86, March 31
  St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Zanesville

LAPCZYNSKI, Il Cho “Ann,” 73, April 9
  St. Timothy Church, Columbus

LUBY, Carol A., 69, April 7
  St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Zanesville

NELSON, Charles, 84, April 14
  St. Philip Church, Columbus

PARKER, Craig M., 50, April 9
  St. Mary Church, Groveport

REHL, Isabel, 85, April 14
  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Grove 
City

SELBY, Donna M., 83, April 11
  St. Vincent de Paul Church, Mount Vernon

WILL, Joan W., April 9
  St. Catharine Church, Columbus

YUHAS, Mardelle “Marty,” 83, April 15
  St. Mary Church, Delaware

Send obituaries to tpuet@colsdioc.org

APRIL
19, THURSDAY
  20s Group Meeting at Columbus St. Patrick
  7 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus. 

Weekly meeting of parish’s new 20s Group. All young 
adults invited.  Begins with Holy Hour, followed at 8 by 
program.                                                          614-406-9516 

  Spring Preview at DeSales
  7 to 8:30 p.m., St. Francis DeSales High School, 4212 Karl 

Road, Columbus. Spring preview open house for fifth-, 
sixth-, and seventh-grade students and their families, Pre-
registered families qualify for $500 tuition grant draw-
ing. Must be present to win. RSVP at www.StFrancisDe-
SalesHS.org/future-students. 

20, FRIDAY
   Grandparents Day Mass at Ready with Bishop Campbell  
  10 a.m., Bishop Ready High School, 707 Salisbury Road, 

Columbus. Bishop Frederick Campbell celebrates Mass 
for students and their grandparents.             614-276-5263

20-21, FRIDAY-SATURDAY
  Life in the Spirit Seminar at St. John Neumann  
  St. John Neumann Church, 9633 E. State Route 37, Sunbury. 

Life in the Spirit seminar with Sister Mary Rose Bratlien, 
OSF, and Sister Rita Claire Yoches, OSF, of the Diocese of 
Steubenville, and Father David Sizemore.      614-571-5702

  ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ at Bishop Watterson  
  7:30 p.m., Bishop Watterson High School, 99 E. Cooke 

Road, Columbus. School’s spring musical, “Little Shop of 
Horrors.”                                                         614-268-8671

20-22, FRIDAY-SUNDAY
  ‘Hairspray’ at Ohio Dominican  
  7 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, Matesich Theater, 

Erskine Hall, Ohio Dominican University, 1216 Sunbury 
Road, Columbus. Ohio Dominican University Panther 
Players present the musical “Hairspray.” 

21, SATURDAY
  Scouting International Awareness Program
  8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (8:30 to 11 a.m. for grades one to 

five), Holy Resurrection Melkite Catholic Church, 4611 
Glenmawr Ave., Columbus. Annual international aware-
ness program sponsored by diocesan Catholic Commit-
tee on Scouting for all diocesan youths and adults. 

                                                                          614-882-7806
  Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
  9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave., Plain City.   

Saturday Life and Mercy Mass,  followed  by  rosary and 
confession.                                                      614-565-8654

21-22, SATURDAY-SUNDAY
  Our Lady of Guadalupe Veneration at St. Elizabeth
  6:30 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 10 to 11 a.m. Sunday, St. Elizabeth 

Church, 6077 Sharon Woods Blvd., Columbus. Private 
veneration of image of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

22, SUNDAY
  Easter Egg Hunt at Cathedral
  11:40 a.m., St. Joseph Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., Columbus. 

Parish Mothers Group sponsors Easter egg hunt and oth-
er children’s activities.                                        614-224-1295

  Kevin Mullin Run-Walk at Hartley
 1 p.m., Bishop Hartley High School, 1285 Zettler Road, 

Columbus. Eleventh annual Kevin Mullen 5,000-meter 
run/walk benefiting brain tumor research and awareness.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                        740-756-7987

  Our Lady of Guadalupe Veneration at St. James the Less
  2 to 3:30 p.m., St. James the Less Church, 1652 Oakland 

Park Ave., Columbus. Private veneration of image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, followed from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. by 
bilingual public prayer service with hymns, prayers, ro-
sary, and litany.

  St. Padre Pio Secular Franciscans
 2 to 5 p.m., St. Matthew Church, 807 Havens Corners 

Road, Gahanna. Rosary and ongoing formation followed 
by social time, general meeting, Liturgy of the Hours, and 
initial formation with visitors. 

  Dave Orsborn, OFS                                         614-282-4676
  St. Catherine of Bologna Secular Franciscans
  2:30 to 5 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi Church, 386 Buttles 

Ave., Columbus. Rosary, Liturgy of the Hours, followed by 
general meeting, ongoing formation, and social.

   Elizabeth Bowen, OFS                                            614-276-1953
  Healing Mass at St. Elizabeth
  4 p.m., St. Elizabeth Church, 6077 Sharon Woods Blvd., 

Columbus. Healing Mass celebrated by Father Dean 
Mathewson, sponsored by diocesan Catholic Charis-
matic Renewal, with Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 
Preceded by rosary at 2:30 and praise and worship at 3.                                                                                                                                               
                                                                        614-237-7080

  Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter  
  7 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Colum-

bus. Mass in Spanish.                                      706-761-4054
                                          
23, MONDAY
  Papal Nuncio Speaks at Josephinum Rector’s Dinner

  6 p.m., Walter Student Commons, St. Charles Preparatory 
School, 2010 E. Broad St., Columbus. Pontifical College 
Josephinum’s sixth annual rector’s dinner, with Archbish-
op Carlo Maria Vigano, apostolic nuncio to the United 
States and the Josephinum’s chancellor, as speaker. 

                                                                           614-985-2234
  Bethesda Post-Abortion Healing Ministry
 6:30 p.m., support group meeting, 2744 Dover Road, 

(Christ the King Church campus), Columbus. 
                           614-718-0277, 614-309-2651, 614-309-0157
  Our Lady of Peace Men’s Bible Study
  7 p.m., Our Lady of Peace Church, 20 E. Dominion Blvd., 

Columbus. Bible study of Sunday Scripture readings.        
                                                                           614-459-2766
  NFP Information Session at Delaware St. Mary
 7 p.m., St. Mary Church, 82 E. William St., Delaware. 

Information session for Natural Family Planning,                                                                                                                                        
                                                                               740-362-6644

24, TUESDAY
  Prayer Group Meeting at St. Mark
  7 p.m., St. Raymond Room, St. Mark Center, 324 Gay St., 

Lancaster. Light of Life Prayer Group meeting. 
                                                                           740-653-4919

25, WEDNESDAY
  Jump Start Workshop for Scouts at Coshocton
  6:30 to 8 p.m., Knights of Columbus Hall, 250 S. 11th St., 

Coshocton. Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting 
jump start workshop for Cub, Boy, and Girl Scouts inter-
ested in getting an early start in fulfilling requirements 
for one or more Catholic religious emblems.

                                                                         614-882-7806
26, THURSDAY
  St. Catherine of Siena Celebration at Ohio Dominican
  6 p.m., Ohio Dominican University, Columbus. Annual 

St. Catherine of Siena celebration sponsored by Center 
for Dominican Studies. Begins with Vespers in Sansbury 
Hall chapel, followed at 7 in Colonial Room by talk on 
“Catherine of Siena: Transformed for Service to Human-
ity” by Patricia Walter, professor at Aquinas Institute of 
Theology in St. Louis. 

  20s Group Meeting at Columbus St. Patrick
  7 p.m., St. Patrick Church, 280 N. Grant Ave., Columbus. 

Weekly meeting of parish’s new 20s Group. All young 
adults invited.  Begins with Holy Hour, followed at 8 by 
program.                                                          614-406-9516 
‘Courage’ Support Group Meeting

  7:30 p.m., A Catholic organization providing support for 
individuals with same-sex attractions.     

  Mary Louise                                                     614-436-8676

26-28, THURSDAY-SATURDAY
  Live-In at Josephinum  
  Pontifical College Josephinum, 7625 N. High St., Colum-

bus. Live-in weekend for male high school juniors and 
seniors and college students.                       614-985-2244

  ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ at Bishop Watterson  
  7:30 p.m., Bishop Watterson High School, 99 E. Cooke 

Road, Columbus. School’s spring musical, “Little Shop of 
Horrors.”                                                         614-268-8671

  ‘Kindergarten’ at Hartley  
  7:30 p.m., Bishop Hartley High School, 1285 Zettler Road, 

Columbus. School drama department presents “All I Real-
ly Need to Know, I Learned in Kindergarten.” 614-237-5421

26-29, THURSDAY-SUNDAY
  ‘Godspell’ at St. Charles  
  8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, 3 p.m. Sunday, St. Charles Pre-

paratory School, 2010 E. Broad St., Columbus. School dra-
ma department production of “Godspell.”   614-252-6714

27, FRIDAY
  JOIN BiblioBenefit at St. Andrew  
  7 to 10 p.m., Nugent Hall, St. Andrew Church, 1899 McCoy 

Road, Columbus. BiblioBenefit VIII sponsored by Joint 
Organization for Inner-City Needs, with “Highland Fling” 
theme. Reservation deadline April 20.          614-241-2530

27-28, FRIDAY-SATURDAY
  DCCW Silent Retreat at St. Therese’s  
  St. Therese’s Retreat Center, 5277 E. Broad St., Columbus. 

Annual silent retreat sponsored by Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women. Theme: “Be Still and Know that I Am 
God,” directed by Sister Louis Mary, OP. 

  ‘Hairspray’ at Ohio Dominican  
  7 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, Matesich Theater, 

Erskine Hall, Ohio Dominican University, 1216 Sunbury 
Road, Columbus. Ohio Dominican University Panther 
Players present the musical “Hairspray.”

28, SATURDAY
  Women’s Retreat Morning at St. Michael  
  8:15 a.m. to noon, Marian Hall, St. Michael Church, 5750 N. 

High St., Worthington. Women’s spring morning retreat 
with the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eu-
charist. Includes Mass, presentations, small-group discus-
sion, reflection, Rosary, and Adoration and Reposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament.                                 614-847-3848

  Life and Mercy Mass in Plain City
  9 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, 140 West Ave., Plain City.   

Saturday Life and Mercy Mass,  followed  by  rosary and 
confession.                                                      614-565-8654

  Motorcycle Blessing at Holy Family  
  10 a.m., Holy Family Church, 584 W. Broad St., Columbus. 

Deacon Earl McCurry blesses motorcycles, followed by 
ride to A.D. Farrow Co. motorcycle dealership in Dela-
ware County for a cookout.                          740-360-5328

  DeSales Dinner Auction and Casino Night 
   6 p.m., Alumni Hall, Ohio Dominican University, 1216 Sun-

bury Road, Columbus. Columbus St. Francis DeSales High 
School Casino Royale dinner auction and casino night. 
Purchase tickets by going to www.StFrancisDeSalesHS. 
org and going to “SupportDeSales” tab and “Casino 
Royale” page.

29, SUNDAY
  Praise Mass at Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
  11 a.m., Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church, 5225 

Refugee Road, Columbus. Praise Mass with upbeat con-
temporary music.                                            614-861-1242

  Bishop Watterson Scholarship Fund Men’s Night
  6 p.m., Nugent Hall, St. Andrew Church, 1899 McCoy 

Road, Columbus. Men’s Night to benefit Msgr. Kenneth 
Grimes Scholarship Fund of Columbus Bishop Watterson 
High School. Reception begins at 4:30. Tickets $100 each
.                                                                       614-268-8671

  Spanish Mass at Columbus St. Peter  
  7 p.m., St. Peter Church, 6899 Smoky Row Road, Colum-

bus. Mass in Spanish.                                      706-761-4054

30, MONDAY
  Webcast for Older Adults at de Porres Center
   1 to 2:30 p.m., Martin de Porres Center, 2330 Airport 

Drive, Columbus. 30-minute webcast on “Developing Re-
silience Through Spiritual Exercise in the Second Half of 
Life” with Robert L. Weber, assistant clinical professor of 
psychology at Harvard Medical School, followed by local 
discusssion. Sponsored by center’s Institute for Maturing 
Spirituality.                                                     614-416-1920 
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Notices for items of Catholic interest 
must be received at least 12 days be-
fore expected publication date. We will 

print them as space permits. 
Items not received before this deadline 

may not be published. 
Listings cannot be taken by phone.

Mail to: The Catholic Times
Happenings, 

197 East Gay St., Columbus, OH  43215 
Fax to: 614-241-2518

E-mail as text to tpuet@colsdioc.org

‘Happenings’ submissions

All fund-raising events (festivals, bazaars, 
spaghetti dinners, fish fries, bake sales, 

pizza/sub sales, candy sales, etc.) 
will be placed in the 

“Fund-Raising Guide.” An entry into the 
Guide will be $18.50 for the first six lines, 

and $2.65 for each additional line. For more 
information, call Deacon Steve DeMers at 

614-224-6530 or 800-511-0584.

H  A  P  P  E  N  I  N  G  S

CLASSIFIED
AL ROEHRENBECK
Holiday Prep / Lawn Care

ZIP CODES: 43209, 27, 39, 68
CALL (614) 783-9649
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focus onART
The Columbus St. Charles Preparatory 

School drama department is proud to 
announce its spring musical production, 
“Godspell,” which will be presented 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, April 
26, 27, and 28, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
April 29, at 3 and 8 p.m. in the campus 
theater, 2010 E. Broad St. Adult tickets 
are $10 each and student tickets are $5 
each. Reservations may be placed by 
calling the St. Charles main office at 
(614) 252-6714 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. The produc-
tion features Peter Vilardi (left) as John 
the Baptist/Judas and Danny Turek as 
Jesus. Arguably the most popular show 
presented at St. Charles, “Godspell” 
has been produced seven times since 
1973, and each production has been 
unique and enlightening.
 “Godspell” was conceived and origi-

nally directed by John Michael Tebe-
lak and offers music and new lyrics by 

Stephen Schwartz. One of the biggest 
off-Broadway and Broadway success-
es of all time, it is based primarily on 
the Gospel According to St. Matthew. 
Featuring a sparkling, seminal score by 
Stephen Schwartz, “Godspell” boasts 
a string of recognizable songs, led by 
the international hit “Day By Day.” The 
show opened on May 17, 1971, off-
Broadway and transferred to Broadway 
in 1976. It ran for 2,124 performances 
off-Broadway and 527 on Broadway. 

 “Godspell” has entertained audiences 
the world over for decades. A London 
production, which opened in 1971, ran 
for nearly three years. In the last four 
years of its New York run, there were 
25 companies performing “Godspell” 
around the world, with eight resident 
companies and three touring compa-
nies. The legendary 1972-73 Toronto 
production featured Victor Garber, Eu-
gene Levy, Andrea Martin, Gilda Rad-
ner, Dave Thomas, and Martin Short. 

Paul Schaffer served as musical direc-
tor. A film version was released in 1973, 
set in modern New York City. “God-
spell” permeated pop culture when its 
song “Day By Day” reached No. 13 on 
the Billboard Top 100. .
 The first Broadway revival starring 

Hunter Parrish began performances 
on Oct. 13, 2011, at the Circle in the 
Square Theater and officially opened 
on Nov. 7, 2011. It continues to run on 
Broadway.

In “Compassion: Living in the Spirit 
of St. Francis,” Sister Ilia Delio, OSF, 
shows that in spite of the valuable 
contributions of technology, we may 
be in danger of a “globalized superfi-
ciality.” Being inundated with infor-
mation of every kind precludes our 
living at a deeper level from which 
compassion flows. 
Sister Ilia says we tend to see ma-

chines as role models, rather than 
tools, and could become isolated, 
spending more time at computers 
than with others or with nature. 
When the differences are blurred 

between real experiences and com-
puter simulations, we strengthen the 
ego, attempting to control or create 
the real, rather than surrendering to 
a greater purpose, which would lead 
to self-transformation. Technology 
lends itself to individual control, the 

author states, obscuring our depen-
dence on the earth, others, and God. 
Operating through the “god mode” 

in video games and feeding on end-
less information can lead to separate-
ness, self-indulgence, and narcissism. 
Rather than being a dynamic expres-
sion of God, the universe begins to 
resemble a huge machine. 
Without play and contact with na-

ture, both children and adults stifle 
their imagination, diminishing their 
power to dream, create and live spon-
taneously. The world is then one of 
controlled information split off from 
energy and matter. 
Artificial media enable us to “share 

without (fear of) rejection,” to manip-
ulate and eventually to become “dis-
embodied super minds,” the author 
says. We then lose touch with the real 

human person “longing for wholeness 
in union with another.” Sister Ilia says 
our greatest poverty is to feel com-
fortable through being safe and alone 
in isolation. 
The book points out that the virtue of 

poverty, as shown by St. Francis, is to 
be empty, open to receive the gifts of 
God. In contrast, the effect of the sep-
aration possible through technology 
is to control and possess, to advance 
ourselves through appropriating the 
goods of the world. 
The book suggests that since our ba-

sic belief is in Incarnation, the way 
to find God is to “look inside where 
God lives.” The divine presence in an 
embodied world calls for a conscious 
choice on our part to spend time with 
the mundane and ordinary as Francis 
did, who saw “brothers and sisters” 
even in the elements of nature. 
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Children dressed in traditional Bavarian garb greet Pope Benedict XVI during the pontiff’s 85th birthday celebrations in the Clementine Hall at the Vatican on April 16.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters

People hold candles during a prayer vigil on April 10 in front of Brazil’s 
Supreme Court in Brasilia in an attempt to influence ministers to vote 
against the legalization of abortion. Despite the thousands protesting, 
the court voted to legalize the abortion of fetuses without brains or 
those with malformed brains.                                   CNS photo/Ueslei Marcelino

Catholic nuns walk in a eucharistic procession following a special Mass and prayers for 
the protection of religious liberty and life in the neighborhood surrounding St. Constance 
Church in Chicago on March 29. The U.S. bishops, in an April 12 document, again urged 
Catholics to pray, study, and take public action in light of recent government rules and 
laws they say threaten religious liberty in the U.S.  CNS photo/Karen Callaway, Catholic New World
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Why a Catholic Cemetery?
Traditionally, Catholics have their family burial place in a setting which reflects their faith and 

devotion. Catholic cemeteries are among the greatest testimonials of our faith.

Catholic cemeteries are not mere memorials to the dead, but monuments to eternity. They are 
religious shrines with statues, chapels, mausoleums, and outdoor devotional settings that evoke 

feelings of faith and the universal hope of the resurrection.

When a Christian dies, he remains part of the community he shared. At the Catholic cemetery, 
Christians are united not by race or age or affluence but by unity in their belief in the 

resurrection and everlasting life.

The Catholic Cemeteries of Columbus Offer . . .
 CHAPELS – Available for Committal Services and Masses
 MAUSOLEUMS – Community Garden Crypts and Personal Family Crypts
 IN-GROUND BURIAL SPACE – Select from Monument, 8-Inch Marker and Lawn Level Marker Space
 COLUMBARIUMS & NICHES – Serving your cremation needs
 MONUMENTS & MARKERS – Direct to You Through Our Offices
 FULL-TIME ADVISORS – Providing You with Personal Service
 LOW DOWN PAYMENTS and INTEREST-FREE PAYMENT PLANS

Our advisors are available to help you plan for the type of cemetery service that you want. Whether it be mausoleum 
entombment, ground burial, cremation services, purchase of a monument or marker, or just some help with the rules 

and regulations, you will receive professional and courteous service along with accurate, reliable information. If you would 
like more information about St. Joseph, Resurrection, and Holy Cross Cemeteries call the phone numbers listed below and 
talk to one of your cemetery professionals today!

OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m.-12 noon

St. Joseph
Cemetery

614-491-2751
6440 S. High St./ Rt. 23 S.
Lockbourne, Ohio 43137

Mt. Calvary
Cemetery

614-491-2751
518 Mt. Calvary Ave.

Columbus, Ohio 43223

Resurrection
Cemetery

614-888-1805
9571 N. High St./Rt. 23 N.
Lewis Center, Ohio 43035

Holy Cross
Cemetery

740-927-4442
11539 National Rd. SW/Rt. 40 E.

Pataskala, Ohio 43062
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